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AUTHOR’S NOTE. 


In issuing the fourth and last volume of the War in Tur- 
kumdnia^ I make it my pleasant duty to invite the attention of 
my readers to the letter from General M. D. Skobeleffi, inserted 
in Appendix evil, respecting the part taken in the Akhal-Tekke 
Expedition hy our Ambassador at Teheran, Ivan Alexseivitch 
Zinovieff, to whose directions and co-operation we were in a great 
measure indebted for the complete success of that expedition. 

I also think it necessary to correct an omission in the third 
volume. In the chajrter describing the siege of Gok-Tapa, by 
inexplicable negligence on my part, the following officers of the 
2nd Caucasus Sapper Battalion were not mentioned by name, 
viz ., — ^Lieutenant Cherniak, who directed the mine j and Sub- 
Lieutenant Grineff, who superintended the traverse sap. 


Tdshhand ; 

IBth (27th) March, 1884. 


N. GEODEKOFE. 
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THE WAR IN TURKUMANIA. 


SK0BELEFF3 CAMPAIGN- OF ISSO-Sl- 


CHiPTEB. XVI. 

Gok'Tapa immediately after its capture — Proclamation by Genei'al Skobeleff to the people of 
Akhfll — Occupation of Askhahad — Advance into the desert — Its results — Return of the 
population from the desert — Return of the Turkistan Force to the Amu- Daria — Impres- 
sion prrjd need in Asia by the victory of the 12th {24th) January — Arrival of Deputies 
from the S/unk and Salor Turkumans — ^State of affairs on the line of communications — 
Arrival in Trans-Caspia of General Pavloff-— State of affairs at M^arv — Arrival of Taghma- 
Sirdar with offers oi' submission — ITormation of the Trans-Caspian Province — Nomina- 
tion of General Rohrberg to be Governor— Settling down of the Tekkes — Departure of 
Russian troops for the Caucasus —General Skobeleff’s visit to the Persian Frontier and 
its results — Return of General Skoheleff to St* Petersburg — Work left for General 
Eohrberg — Licpiidation Committee. 

i FT ER the capture of Dangil-Tapa, part of the force was left as a garrison in 
it; h com panies of I nfantry u nder Captain Masloff of the ISngineers ocenpy- 
ing its north-west angle, and 4 companies and a Sotnia under V jiikovoi’-StarsMna 
Vercslitshagin the southern angle. On the summit of the hill, on which the 
enemy had constructed a small redoubt,* was planted a large Imperial standard * 
here also six guns (two 4-poanders, two 3-pounders, and two 18-lb, mortars), 
which had been brought up by a road made by the sappers on the day of 
the action, were placed in position ; and a heliograph station, in communication 
with Samurskoye, was established. Colonel Artsishevski was named Command- 
ant of Gok-Tapa; and the troops encamped round it> FoukovouStarshina 
Vereshtsh^in being second in command. f 

On the same day, the Temporary Commander of the Force gave orders for 
a project to be drawn up, and for immediate measures to be taken to put the 
hill and north-west angle of the fortress in a state of defence, both being united 
so as to form one post. 

While part of the troops were pursuing the enemy into the desert, others 
were occupied in clearing the interior of the fortress from Tekkes. All who 

^ Here the Tekkes had established a workshop for casting ciinnon-balls aud repairing 
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had not suect^ecled in escaping were killed to a man by the soldiei^, the only 
males spared bein.^ the Persian prisoners, who were easily recognized by the 
fetters on their legs, and of whom there were about 600 in all. After that, 
only women and children to the number of about 5,000 were left in the fort- 
ress. These had been much terrified by the heavy (?annonade prec^eding the 
attack, and when all was over, they were seen rushing about among the kibiikas 
filling the air with their lamentations and prayers for mercy. 

By order of the Commandant, the interpreter, Captain Baitokoff, with a 
few Cossacks, rode about all over the fortress and ordered the women to 
assemble with their children in one place on the hill. Pew of these un- 
fortunate ones slept that night, but passed it crying and shivering from cold 
and fright, expecting that, according to Eastern custom, they would all be 
killed. The place occupied by the women was surrounded by a chain of 
sentries. 

This gathering together of the families of the Tekkes was indispensable for 
several reasons. We thus gained a valuable pledge for the speedy pacification 
of the country ; for it was evident that the Tekkes would have to return to their 
families, and, besides, with soldiers moving day and night about the fortress, 
which had betn given over to them to lout for four days, the women were thus 
saved from many annoyances.* 

As regards the boi^ty taken from the enemy, the Commander of the Expe- 
dition had laid down the following rules on the 3rd (loth) June 1880 : — ( 1 ) 
Camels, sheep, and horned-cattle taken from the enemy in a hostile country are 
military body, and will be assigned by order to the troops; (2) all ca])tured 
kibilkaSy corn, grain, firewood and other articles considered by General Skobe- 
leff as useful for the service, are Government property ; (3) horses are the 
property of their captor, but, in certain cases, General Skobeleff reserves to 
himself the right of claiming them as Government property. t 

Under'the influence of panic, the Tekkes had left all their property behind 
them in the fortress, and, almost the whole of the interior of Dangil-Tapa, 
except a broad avenue from the southern angle to the hill, wms e><vered with 
kibiikas closely packed together : the number was estimated at 1 2,000. Mixed 
up with them in all directions were mud huts and sunken pits covered over 
with light branches^ which were filled with food supplies and all sorts of house- 
hold utensils. There were also large quantities of carpets, cushions sewn with 
wool or silk, silken covers, woollen and silken cloth, looms, clothing, womeu^s 
ornaments, silver pendants with precious stones (turquoises and cormlians), 
kettles, and irons, pans, and agricultural implements, ('oraparatively few arms 
were founds but everything else became the spoil of the victors. 

In the fortress were also found large quantities of food supplies, mostly 
grain, and it was estimated that in each kiUtka there were from three to five 
cfmrdls (large sacks holding from 250 to 320 and even 430 lbs.) filled with 
provisions. Few horned cattle were found (as the Tekkes had only driven in 
from the desert from time to time those required for consumx>tion), and still 
fewer horses and camels. The jiialue of the whole booty was estimated at 
6 , 000,000 (£ 600 , 000 ). 

The overthrow of the enem^ had be^ complete, and was such as it ought 
always to be in Asia, where a defeat with^t material loss is not understood. 
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In fact, it was such an one as General Skobeleffi had sketched out when at St. 
Petersburg, — one which should not only impose on the imaginations of grown 
men, but also remain in the recollection of future generations with whom it 
w^ould assume legeiidaiy dimensions. Only by such a defeat could the Tekkes, 
who had hitherto not felt our power, be made into obedient subjects. The 
same system was to have been carried out if Gok-Tapa had surrendered before 
being stormed, and General Skobeleff had intended to carry ofE the whula 
Tekke population as prisoners to the sea coast. 

Holding such views, General SkobelefiE had requested that no officers whose 
humanitarian ideas were not in accord with his own should be sent to the force, 
and he had written to the Chief of the Staff of the (Caucasus Military District : — 
In Marviii^s recently-issued work on last yearns Akhal-Tekke Campaign, the 
Immaiiitariau author mentit iis with special praise that several officers of the 
cavalry had protested by their actions (? !) against the cruel measures of the 
(Jommandor with respect to the Tekke families who were leaving the fortn^ss 
during the attack of the 28th August (9th September) 1879. * * The 

hard necessities of war are everywhere alike, and the measures prescribed by 
General Lomakin require no justification. The same ^vasdone before Paris in 
1870-71, and before Plevna, and ii will be the same in f uf-nre warn There 

can be no question as to this in my mind, or as to the warrior being permitted 
to have no opinion of his own in such matters and being only obliged to fulfil 
his orders. A violation of orders is an incimceivable thing in a well-organized 
army. I must ask you, for the good of the service and for the benefit of the 
duty entrusted to me, only to send me officers whose sole idea is their duty, 
and who do not entertain visionary sentiments, 1 insist upon this, as, if such 
an event as that described by Marvin occurred in the force under my command, 
it would be made the subject of a court-martial. You will easily see what 
endless difficulties such a state of affairs would give rise to/'^f 

On the IStli (25th) January, General Skobeleff rode round the west front 
of Dangil-Tapa where Haidaroff^s column had operated the day befox'e. Here, 
and on the ixuite taken by the other storming columns, the ditch was almost 
filled up, and the surrounding ground was covered with corpses. After inspecting 
the ground on which the action of the 28th August (9th September) 1879 
took place, the General returned at midday to the fortress by the north front, 
and with his troops took part in a thanksgiving service for our victory, and a 
m?iss for the souls of those who had fallen on the 28th August (9th September) 
1879 and i2th (2Mi) January 1881. 

Immediately after the capture of the place, it became necessary to take 
measures for the supply of the Tekke families with provisions and household 
utensils. Without these measures, this crowd of starving people, weakened by 
the hardships of the siege, and almost mad with fear, would have become a 
fearful incubus to us, and sickness would certainly have broken out. Besides, 
putting humane considerations out of the question, such an act of clemency to 
the women and children would be a good opportunity for showing our wild, but 
brave, enemies how great was moral force and how strong the will of the conqueror. 
Writh this object, a committee of management was formed on the 13th (25th) 
January under the presidency of Superintending Field Controller Cherevanski, 
which took over the duty of providing the Tekke families with the most neces- 
sary supplies and utensils out of those left by the enemy. { 

* This clrtiise is italicised in the passage quoted. — Author, 

t Letter from General Skobele:ff to General Pdvlolf, No, 4, dated Bami, 19th (31st) duly 
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In the course of the four days following the storming of C!ok-Tapa. all this 
crowd of women and children was provided, for a more orlessprolono-ed iieriud 
with supplies from the booty; and, besides, the Red Cross hospital ’o])ened a 
branch to receive wounded women. A camp for the Tekke families was pit ched 
alongside the Grand Duke s position. At first it was proposed to send the families 
ot the most influential men to the rear under a strong guard, and to transfer i he 
rest of the families to Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, and leave them there, without a 
guard, but with 25 Jt.giis for their protection, and with instructions that they 
were to remain with the families and inform any Tekkes who might come Luck 
that their women and children would at once be handed over on the teiiderim/' of 
their submission. Tins proposal was not, however, carried into effect, because 
we should have thus lost one of our most important means of pacifying- the 
country If sent to Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, the women would have been 
epiived of their means of subsistence and might have died of hunger and want. 
It was, therefore, ordered that the families should be kept under a guard.* 

The news of the humane conduct of the Russians quickly sprLd tlirou«-h 
the settlements of the beaten enemy and there produced a most favourable 
impression. According to Mussulman custom they had been used to seeing 
the victor^ ^exterminate the vanquished. The women also had expected this. 


- ^ ^ ~ — - «-*-*.* vvi. Alio VVOUiKll fclllSU UHU. t 

and whpn the members of the committee invited them to into 


the tortresKS 


to fetch bread, firewood, and clothing, they said : “ What is the use of all 

that if our heads are to belong to us no longer ? But on the second or third 
day the camp of the women and children presented quite a lively aspect, and 
they were evidently suffering from neither cold nor hunger. Tiie issue to 
them of food and cooking and other utensils, which were of no value to the 
troops or to Government, was carried out without stint and in no definite 
proportions, as it was impossible to take accurate account of this huno-ry 
crowd of women and children. To attempt to do so would have been im- 
practicable. Uie women took everything away with them from the fortress 
that they could carry, and it will be understood that this measure did not fail 
to produce new relations between conqueror and conquered, 

■ After carp'ing out their duty, the special committee gathered up the re- 
mmns of the fuoa stores scattered throughout the and pits in which they 

had been concealed by the enemy during the siege.f The total collected was 


Wheat flour 
Wheat ill grain 
Sorghum (Jugdra) 
Saman 
Sesame seeds 


2239-92 cwt 
5153-6 „ 

1323*52 „ 
814 c/iuvdls. 
360 lbs. 







Of this, all the saman vras handed over to the troops. Then all the wheat 
flour and an equal quantity of wheat in grain were handed over to the 
Intendance so as to make up a month's supply for 6,000 men. The rest of the 
viiheat and of the was afterwards given to the poorest of the Tekkes 

llasVSir fielS7 sow a portion at 

The above figures do not represent nearly all the supplies found in the 

of^em was taken away by the troops and the 
Kurds, tor the first three days, ^ er the capture of the fortress, the greater 

^ Instructions to Artsishevski, No. 350, dated 17fch i qqi TTt ~ 

. f I Jcmetions to Axtoishevaki, 
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nnmlier of the men were not supplied from the rations g*ot ready by their 
company cooks, but prepared their own food from the captured supplies. 

After the takin<^ of Gok-Tapa, the camp of the main body was removed 
from its former position to a new one to the west of it and. to tiie left flank of 
the Stavro])ol redoubt. This tneasure w^as necessary, because, in consequence 
of the crowded state of the old camp during the siege, a quantity of decom- 
posing matter of all kinds had accumulated in it, and also because those who 
had been killed or had died in the hospitals had been t)aried close by. Of the 
troops remaining near Gok-Tapa, part occupied the'fortress, and one company 
the Grand Duke's position. Guards were placed on the gates, and these 
furnished sentries along the w^alls. On the 17th {29th) January, access to the 
fortress was forbidden to the soldiers by order of Ctdonc-1 Artsishevski, who 
had been appointed commandant of the troops at Gok-Ta|-a on the 1 kli (26th) 
January.* Single men w^ere admitted through tiie breach made by the 
artillery, hut only wdien provided \fith a pass from the commandant's office. 
The breach made by the mine w^as closed up. ^ 

During the four days following the storming, besides the captured supplies, 
&e., being collected, works had been undertaken for the construction of a defen- 
! sive post on the north-west angle, and a large numl)er of the dead bodies which 
encumbered the fabitka^^, the open space, and the ditch, had bfeii collected and 
;■ buried. Only after the capture of the fortress was it possible to form an idea 

i of the terrible losses sustained by the enemy from artillery and rifle fire during 

\ tlie siege. Kibitkas might be seen inside the fortress in which there were 15 

I corpses, and it was evident that in the last days of the siege the Tekkes had 

5 not buried their dead, but had only collected them in heaps in various parts of 

^ the fortress. For the disinfection of the fortress a special committee under 

I Surgeon Heifelder, the Principal Medical Officer of the force, was formed. f 
I Recognizing that, for political reasons, it was absolutely necessary that 

f we sh.ould maiiitnin for some time a garrison, however small, in the fortress of 

j Dangil-Taj>a, General Skobeleffi ordered a defensible post for 4 companies, 1 

? iSohfia^ and S guns to be begun and finished as soon as 'possible. The experi- 

I cnee of the 2bth and oOtli December 1880 (9th and 11th JanuMry 18sl) and 

of the 4th (16th) January 1881, had shewn that only fortified posts which 
w'ere secure from escalade could be considered as suited to our ])nrposes, and 
therefore the nevv Wi)rk was placed in the north-west angle of Dangil-Tapa, 
advantage being taken of the high walls of the former Tekke fortress on two 
sides. J 

The work was begun by the troops ; but as they were much fatigued, 
and as the approach of spring was sure to have a bad effect on their sanitary 
condition, General Skobeleff insisted that the troops should not be used for the 
work, but that labourers should be brought from Persia. § This was a great 
advantage, as the troops had been worn out before Gok-Tapa. He recommend- 
. ed that the Persian workmen should be treated very kindly and indulgently 

f to gain them to our side, as much depended on their participation in the work of 

j restoring the oads to its former fertile state. With time and whiiU affairs had 

^ settled tlaemselves, our relations with Persia would also become improved ; and as 

; long as the frontier question remained open, it was of the greatest import- 

ance to raise no cause of discontent among our neighbours. They will not 

^ General Order No. 21, dated 14tli (26th) January 1881. — Author. 

t General Order No, ,36, Trans-Caspian Field Force, dated 13th (25th) January 1881.— 
JLuthor. 

^ J See plan of the Russian Fort of Gok-Tapa,-^.d[w 3 fAo#*. 

• § Instructions to Colonel Volkoff, No. 2^4 dated 13th (25th) January 1881. — Auihot^ 


brfieve us” wrote General Skobeleff to ArtsishevsM, and allthe rulers ia 
K t,n™'.s4n are ready to use every meaas to arouse serious suspicions at reheran. 

This would be bad for us, both from an Imperial and from an mternatioual 

noint of view. I’ixtrerae care is now required. One fool may throw a stone 
Fn o the water, and ten wise men will not get it out again. _ It is always 
nossible to change from flattery to threats, but the reverse is not so easy 
General Skobeleif'desired to have 500 Persian workmen at our disposal at Gok- 
Tana and to entrust to them the work of constructing the defensn-e post, bury- 
L^the did in and around Dangil-T.ipa, and gradually throwing the walls ot the 
f irmer Tekke fortress into the ditch. He distinctly forbade_ troops to be used 

for buryino- the dead bodies, as this would be a source oi intectious diseases 
mid would “ trouble the soldiers’ hearts.” He considered the destruetiou of 
the Tekke fortress of the greatest importance, and said Gok-Iapa must be 

^^°^fter thek rout on the 12th (2ith) January, none of the Tekkes, who had 
retild into the desert and towards Askhabad, dared for four days to return 
to their families. On the day of the capture there ^^ad escaped, among 
Ihers who had remained in the fortress, a Tekke named Hap- Murad, tne 
same who, on the 7lh (19th) January had fearlessly descended from the wal 
a^dTad come to General Skobelefl to negotiate Concealed in a pit, he Imd 
rpma-kGsi that General Skobeleft’ had entered the fortress, and came out ol; hib 
hidiuo- place and begged for mercy. General Skobeleif recognized him and 
nromfsed him his life, but ordered him to be (ilaced under arrest. Next day, 
the 13th (2.'dh), Haji-Murad, on being examined, made- the following 

Ateftteirmistice on the 7th (19th) January, the and 

united in council, had resolved to resist to the last extremity, fins dee.si.m 
was -partly causiKl by the conviction that the Russians would not attempt to 
Xrm the fortress, and that, if they did so, they would be repulsed I rom 

the 4th (Idth) January, almost every day mounted Tekkes left the 
fortress movino- out in whole bands into the desert. All the rich people who 
£d Sns Of transport had already left the fortress to carry off their families 
S property, promising to return, but these promises had never been kept 
After the negotiations, nobody was allowed to leave the fortress and all 
damao-e done‘ to the wall was promptly repaired under the dnectiou of 
S^o-h^-Sirdar and. the Nobody noticed the making of the 

artUlery breach during the night of the 11th, 12th (23rd, 2.ttli) January, as 
thev supposed that the shells wefe breaking up and doing no damage. hen 

Colonel^ Haidarotf’s column occupied the Mill Kah, & panic began ^he 

fortress and all were convinced that the storming would shortly begin. Ihen 
a maSVwomeu and children rushed towards the gates of the north front. 
The heavy cannonade before the attack produced a panic among tne men also ; 
desertion beo-, in, and the springing of the mine terrified many and caused them 
to run away” Only the brave and those who had devoted themselves to death 
remained. The thdns and Iskdnn, taking advantage of the confosion, ran 
away with the others. During the fight, Taghma- Sirdar s son was killed, and 
Hazrat-Kuli-Khan, one of the Council of hour, lost a foot. The retreat of 
the Tekkes was condnetod mostly into the desert and to the we Is of llek- 
Salesh. Haii-Murad further expressed his belief that the Tekkes would 
.probably soon return for thdir families and submit completely. 

• Deposition o£ H^i-Murid taken down ty GaptM Uedotaan^i on tiie ISth (2&tll) January 
1881 *— 


On tlie 13th (SJ5th) January, another Tekke, Ahwaz-Durdi-Khan, appeared 
in our camp. He also was arrested and questioned. He was a man of appa- 
rently 50 years of age, and was head of the Kir clan (about 500 families). 
On account of the feebleness of his health he had lost his iniluenee, and 
Taghma-iSirdar had replaced him by Muhammad-Kuli-Khan of the Bagaja 
V clan.' 

Prom his statement^ it appeared that the Tekkes would probably be 
found at their winter pasture grounds between Yegyan- Kazakh and xlskhabad, 
a!id the mounted men probably at the wells of Bagajn, 35 reru,% (£:)| miles) 
north of Gok-Tapa, to protect the flocks which were at the wells of Kutlaj’-ak, 
I'ervenk, and Yanik- Wuhammad-Yar, 60 to versts (4*0 to 55 miles) north of 
Gt>k-Tapa. Latterly many of the inhabitants of the places oecupiod by us 
had been living at the well? of Matir. At Askbabad there were haidly any 
people, and at A nnau ah- lit 300 households. 

Ahwaz-Diirdi confirmed the Ofjinion of HaJbMurM that the Tekkes were 
now only awaiting permission to return and make their submission, and 
explained that in the summer ib was impossible to live in the desert, and 
further that, on account of the scarcity of land and water, it was impossible 
to settle on the Mnrgliab. 

On the 15th ('i7th) January, Durdi-Murad, an inhabifant of Archman, 
arrived at Gok-Tapa, and prayetl for permission for ^0 Arehman families, in 
whose name he had come, to return to their homes. He said that if the Rus- 
sians did not allow the Tekkes to return to their lands, they would all perish, 
f4>r the people of Marv had r.Tused to give them land, llie Commander of 
the Expedition gave the required permission for these families to return and 
occupv their land upon condition of their paying any tribute whi<*h he, General 
Skobelelf, might fix, in return for wiiieh they would Le put under the protec- 
tion of Russian laws. General Skobelcff subsequently ordered that without his 
permission no family was to be allowed to return, but that all who came ia 
to submit should be sent to him to Askbabad. He also directed that no 
Yamiits from beyond the Atrak should be a 'lowed to enter our territory, and 
that any deputies who might arrive wdth requests to settle in our territory 
were to be sent after him to Askbabad. t 

On the ir.th (28th) January, three of the enerny^s horsemen were captured 
by our Cossacks and brought into camp. Two of them were Tekkes, and the 
third a Khivan merchant from Takhta- Bazar. OneJ of ihe 'fekkes, Ana-Berdi, 
of Askbabad, had escaped from the fortress with the others on the day of the 
assault. He had seen Taghma-Sirdar retiring with his personal attendants, 
and had heard that he and Mahtum-Kuli-Khan had gone to Marv. All the 
common people (horsemen) had collected at the wells of Irband-Kui, not know- 
ing whether to retire on Khiva or on Marv. No Khans were there, as they 
had all concealed themselves. According to Ana-Berdi, he had been sent by 
the pe :)ple to the Russian camp to find out what fate was reserved for them, 
what they were to do, and whither the Russians ordered them to go. 

The Khivan, Khaili, explained that business matters had brought him to 
Gok-Tapa. On arriving at the wells of Irba.nd-Kui [80 versU (53|- miles) to 
the north opposite Karez-Nur- Verdi], he had found from 2,000 to 5,000 

* Deposition of A.hwax-Durdi-Klian taken down % Captain Melnitski on the 14th ('26th) 
Jannary 1881. — Author. 

t Diary of the Combatant Section of ilie Staff of the Ibrans-Caspian Meld Force, No. 21 of 1880, 
page 21. — Author. 

t Depositions of two Tekkes and a Khivan take© down at Gok*Tapa on the 16th (28th) Jannary 
1881 by Captain Nedomanski of the General Staff. — Author, 
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. f el ts^ men’s kits^ the field hospital of the ’21st Division, the field hospital of 
the Red Cross, and part, of the Engineer Park with a supply of dynamite. The 
heliographists had three heliograph stands and two Shpakovski lamps. To 
carry the baggage of: this force were detailed 9^1 wagoiis of the Aklial-Tekke 
wheeled transport and 25 regimental wagons (120 men and 4S0 horses)/^'" 

So as to prevent tlie enemy from recovering himself and to hinder the 
organizanon of further opposition by prompt action, Colonel Kuropatkiii’s 
eoinrnn marched from Gok-Tapa on the loth (27tb) January^ and, according 
to the route issued to it, halted that evening at Kalajar, 1-S verHs (8| miles) 
from Gok-Tapa. enemy was met with on the road, but small mounted 
parties were seen retiring into the desert on perceiving the column. According 
to reports brought in by the scouts, tliere were no inhabitants at Askhabad or 
its environs, but that beyond the latter, at Annau, the inhabitants were still 
in their houses and vrere preparing to move to Marv.t 

Genera! Skobelelf still remained at Gok-Tapa, meaning to catch up Kuro- 
pitkin^s force before it reached Askhabad; but as the arrangement of affairs 
on the line of communications detained him longer than had been expected, 
Kuropatkin was ordered to halt on the 16th {28th) January at Kalajar. Oo 
this day the Temporary Commander of the troops received the following tele- 
gram from the Commandei-ln-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus in answer 
to ins des]^atch rep )rting the capture of Gok-Tapa sent off on the night of the 
12 th (2ith.) January: — I hasten to communicate to Thee the most gracious 
reply of His Alajesty the Emperor.^”’ St. Petersburg, 1 Itli (2rjthj Jarmaty, 12 
noon. I thatik God for t he complete victory He has vouchsafed Us. Receive the 
assurance of My joy. 1 thank Thee for all the measures Thou hast taken, which 
have been crowned by such an important success. Convey My hearty thanks 
to all Our heroes ; they have fully realized all My expectations. I promote 
General Skobeleff, A.-D.-C., to full General, and have awarded him the Cross of 
St. George of the 2nd Glass. Order him to submit the names of those 
who are to be rewarded quickly. Alexander “ While joining my thanks 
to those of His Majesty, I congratulate Thee with my winole heart on thc 3 
tokens of Imperial favour which have been so brilliantly gained by Thee. 
Mkh^eir 

Soon afterwards a second telegram from the Commander-in-Chief was 
received in answer to a telegram from General Skobeleff, giving details of the 
action of the 12th (2dth) Januar}^ His Majesty the Emperor ordered the 
colour lost by the 1th Battalion Apsheron Regiment on the 28th December, 
1880 (9th January 18S1) and which the Commander of the Expedition had not 
permitted to be carried on parade by the battalion after the storming of Gok- 
Tapa, to be returned to it. 

At 2 on the 17th (29th) January, the General with part of his Staff 
and an escort of 14 squadrons of Dragoons left camp at Gok-Tapa, and in the 
evening joined the Askhabad Force, which, after a march of 15 versts (iO 
miles) from Kalajar, had bivouacked near the hamlet of Buzmein. 

On the 18th (30tli) January, Askhabad was occupied without opposition. 
No inhabitants shewed themselves there, thus confirming the reports which 
had been brought in by our scouts and the first Tekkes who had come in to 
make their submission . Immediately after the occupation of Askhabad, a cavalry 
column, composed of the Division of Dragoons and two Botnim of Cossacks under 

* G-eneral Order No. 40, dated 14th (26th) Jaatiary 1881. — Author* 

t Information gathered by Captaiti Baitokoffi, from the reports of the scoots sent to Askhabad 
on the 11th (23rd) January 1881. — Author* 
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Colonel Prince Eristoff, was sent forward to Annan, (8 miles) fnrtlier 

on. An h<nir after it Iwd started, the 3rd Battalion Sdth Shirvan Regiment 
was sent forward in the same direction to form a support for the cavalry. At 
6 p ir all these troops returned to Askhabacl. At Annau, only very few 
inhabitants were found, and these had come out to meet the troops deelaruig 
their complete submission and complaining of the misdeeds of the i ersian 
Kurds, who, hearing of our victory, had descended from their hills and had 

KuTdthlVfOTmedy^^ at Annau, kit a very short time before the Teh- 
kes had driven them out and forced them to remove to Khurassan Uiis emit 
had been preceded by a prolonged struggle. For a year and-a-hall, Annau lad 
been blockaded by the Tekkes, but the inhabitants had eventually been relieved 
by the Kurdish militia, the principal leader of which was the present ruler ot 
Kuchan, Shuia-ud-Daula. He took the liberated people of Annau away with him 
and settled them round Kuchan. Later on, however, home-sickness seized them 
and they migrated hack to Annau, where, in the meantime, Tekkes had settled. 
Shuia-ud-Daula managed to stop them on the way and bring them oack to his 
vildmt, but they again attempted to migrate, and then the Governor, despair- 
ino-of success, handed them over to the Governor of Khurassan, who settled 
t hem in the District of Jam. Prom liei-e, however, they migrated to Kalta-Chi na,r 
savino- “if we cannot live in our fatherland, we shall at least be able to look 
uponlL'’''* Slmia-ud-Daula had warned us that directly we had pacihed the 
Msw, tlm former people of Annau would recpiest to he allowed to settle in 
their old homes, and, sure enough, on the arrival of Prince Lristoft at Annau, 
a deputation of them from Kalta-Chinar appeared before him and requested 
leave to return to their homes. “ Day and night we have cried to and beseeched 
Almio-htv God that He would permit the mighty and victorious White 
Tsar to conquer Aklial,” they wrote. “ Praise he to God, our ones have gone np 
to Him, and you have been ordained to defeat this band of brigands, at which 
we unfortunates are greatly pleased.^^ General Skobeletf gave them permis- 
sion to return and promised them temporary protection.t 

At Annau information was also gathered to toe same effect as letoie, p ^^., 
that the greater part of the fugitives from Gok-Tapa were in the sands 
to the north and north-east and principally in the neighbourhood ot the 

At the same time General Skoheleff received the following deelar- 
aiion at Askhabad from the notables Kubadar-Sirdar, Mulla-Berdi,Ovaz-Ku i- 
Sirdar Sahhat-Murad and othera “ Be it known to all the Sirdars and Gen- 
erals of the White Tsar that the Tekke people having no idea ot their own 
weakness, resisted the will of the mighty White Tsar and were punished m 
consequence. Now the poor people desire to make their submission, they 
have no Hdit&as to live in and nothing to support life on. If you will gra- 
ciously permit them to retnfn to house and home, some of them will apFar 
before von to make complete submission and swear fidelity. At present they 
fear you. If in reply to this ydn send a letter^ telling the people not to tear 

but skw themselves, 'they will at oaee come in.” _ « i xx 

General Skobeleff did not altogether believe in the sincerity ot this letter, 
but made use of it f or the 'pa<^ation of the couiitry,j: and replied on the 

IftHi i'aOf.iri JauTiarv 


19tli (31st) January as follows: — answer to the letter sent to me, I 
inform you that the troops of the powerful White Tsar have not come here to 
destroy the people of Akhal; but, on the contrary, to pacify the country and 
restore peace and quietness, wishing it to be well off' and rich. If the Tekke 
inhabitants from the oldest to the youngest come to me or send their repre-' 
sentatives, they will be received by me. The White Tsar is great ! His ever- 
lasting power is invincible ! His mercy is inexhaustible ! You know all this 
by experience/^* 

The first to answer General Skobeleff^s summons were the Elders of Kizil- 
Arvat, Sufi- Khan and Khudai-Verdi-Khan. After deepest reverence,^ ^ they 
wrote, to our sirdar and general, the people of Kizil-Arvat send the fullow- 
ing message. The inhabitants have no hostile feeling towards you. We think 
you great Elders, now, oh ! White General ! thou art our Commander. Have 
mercy on the people, who will, for ever, fulfil thy commands/^ 

According to the men who brought the letter from Siifi-Khan and Khudai- 
Verdi Khan, the people were collected at Ilek-Salesh and were awaiting the 
decisions of the Russian Commander. General Skobeleff replied firmly but 
mildly, and sent a force to Ilek-Salesh not only with perfectly peaceable objects, 
but even provided with money to open a bazaar and draw the peaceably dis- 
posed tovrards us. 

After this, notables, of more or less influence amongst the people who had 
opposed us, began gradually to arrive at Askhabad. One of the first of these 
was Ovaz-Kuli-Sirdar, a noted leader of Tekke raids, f The commander of 
the troops received them with flattering words and rewarded some of the 
more influential ones with medals and robes of honour. Ovaz-Kuli-Sirdar and 
Muhammad-Aman, son of Muhammad-Atalik, who had been killed, were 
the first to receive medals. After that the Tekkes began to arrive gradually 
both at Askhabad and at Gok-Tapa, and on the 2:2nd January (Brd i*Vbruary) 
a body of about 1,000 men appeared at Kubna (Old) Gok-Tapa and sent nine 
deputies to Artsishevski asking for pardon and for bread, Artsishevski selected 
one man out of ten, and sent these on to Askhabad to General Skobeleff, 
forbidding the rest to leave Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa till General Skobeleff's 
answer had been received, J The reply of the General was favourable, and the 
Tekkes were permitted to settle in their old homes. 

In view of the large number of people who were coming in, General 
Skobeleff first order as to sending them all to Askhabad had to be modified, 
and Artsishevski was authorized to give the Tekkes permission to settle on 
their former lands. The Elders of the village of Buzmein were the first to 
receive this permission and were the fii*st to assemble their families and sett 1*^ 
down. 

Artsishevski was also ordered to enter into negotiations on his own Jiecount 
with the fugitive population. General Skobeleff desired that the country siioiild 
be pacified by the end of February, so as to enable the numerous fields to bo 
ploughed up and new ones to be irrigated in the Rt^ginning of spring, and it was 
proposed to bring Persians to superintend the fields and arrange for their 

^ Telegram from General Skobeleff to the Conjumrider-in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasua^ 
No. 440, dated 19th (31st) January 1881. — Author, 

f The list giving the calling of those who came im to make submission, is interesting:— 
(1) Ovaz-Euli-Sirdir, raider, (2) Baulat-MurM and Muhammad- Murad, traders with Persia, where 
they sold horses, (3) Burdi-Khwaja, raider, (4) Kb warn- Muhammad, agriculturist formerly a raider, 
(5) Kertik, boot-maker and an occasional raider, (-6) uvaz-Verdi and Khalla-8aat, agriculturists and 
sometimes raiders, &e., &c- — Author. 

t Report from Artsishevski, No. 143, dated 22iid January (3vd Febriiarv) 1881. — 
AmtUr. ■ ' . 
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irrio-ation, receivinj? as a return half of the crops * The Geneml was espe- 
cially anxious that the shots fired on the_ 12th (r24th January) should he 
the last of the war and wrote : This is in my opinion a matter of the firvst 

importance in all respects. We have to deal with an hononrable and brave 
people. We shall derive great advantage from it if we understand how to 
keep up our undoubted and dearly purchased military prestige, and if in uitro- 
duciuo' our laws we do not, as everywhere else, place everything on a 
bureaucratic footing.^’t Besides, he doubted whether we should soeceed in 
avoiding a second period of opposition; but the latter would be all tlie weaker 
in proportion as the more people were induced to resettle on their tormer 
lands, and the more the Russian authorities succeeded in giving actual pvoots 
of the honourable observance of their promises and of their capabilities tor 
preservino- order in tbe country. “ A. new time and one of complete equa ity 
and inviolability of property for the inhabitants will begin as soon as they 
have received our laws,"^ he said. “ According to ihe spirit of Russian policy 
in Central Asia, there are no pariahs there, and therein lies our strength 
against England. Unfortunately, the offensive manners of single men do not 
always agree in practice with our great principles, the origin of which may be 
traced hack to those on which the principality of Moscow was established. By 
followins^ these principles, the Russia of tbe period before Peter the Grreat has 
expanded eastwards, and now too our strength lies in them, rbesoonei an end 
is put to the military terrorism and despotism in onr rear, the hettei £oi Riissian 

interests”! . ■ . , • A ,1 

“Ailoure-xpeditions in Central Asia during the reign of the Emperor 
Alexander 11. may be divided into two periods. The first was one^of compara- 


tive glory and ease, when our troops fought 


with the organized force of the 
Central Asian rulers, defeated them and crumbled into dust the senseless, de- 
spotic rule bv fear whicli had endured for centuries. Overburdened with endless 
taxes and witli their moral force quite broken down, the people had become 
indifferent to the course ot events. Thus it was in 1806 before Irjar, ui toliS 
at the taking of Samarkand, in 1878 before Khiva, and finall}' in 1875 at, 
‘ilakhram ami Khokand. In all these actions we took dozens of guns and 
flags, oecuiiied the capitals, concluded treaties with the defeated Amirs and 
Khans, and even sent numliers of Divans to European Russia. All appeared 
to be finished ; a. period of peace had begun, and, strange to say, the tlireat of 
a popular rising took us each time unawares. Six mimths after Iijai 
[ath (17tli) Alayi, there followed inOctoherthe bloody storming of Jizakand 
Ura-Tapa. After the capture of Samarkand in there came the heroic cle- 
feiice of its citadel and the combat of 2ar-i-Bulak on the dth (16th) June l8()b. 
Six weeks after the capture of Khiva came the action on the C^handii, and Gen- 
eral Kaufmann’s Turkumdn expedition. Finally, in 1875, after the conclusion 
of the treaty of Marghilan on the 2Uth. September (2nd October), there followed 
on the 1st (isth) October the outbreak of a popular war which was obstinately 
prolonged till the final conquest of the Khanate of Khokand in February 1876.” 

“On enquiring into the causes of such constantly recurring events in our 
dealings with the Central Asian Khanates, we may apparently conclude 

“ ( 1) In all these wars the people, overburdened as they were with taxes, 
were secretly in favour of any change, and did not wish to fight with 

• Letter from tlie CMcf of the Staff, STo. 311, addressed to Takhia-Be^-Tairoff at Buj- 

t Diary of ike Administtative Section of the Staff of the Trans-Caajiian Field Force, No. 22 of 
im.-AiU&cr. 

J ibid.— , •r.iS',' 
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the Russians^ leaving’ this duty to the sarhazis of the Khan for the 
iBaiiitenance of whom they every wdiere paid a lipavy tax, ^ the narhdz-^ 
pnli<i^ besides other heavy dues aid on them in spite oi‘ the SIiariaL 
Khndayar-Khao of Khokand is an instance of how far and to what 
a pi^cli of artfulness a Central Asian ruler may go in sucdi matters.* 
Distress and the desire to be freed if only tempo I’arily fri>m oppres- 
sion deadened the manifestation of religious hatred towards the 
unbelievers ; 

(dj on the arrival of a y.)eriod of peace, the country, freed by us from 
the rapacity of the Khans, very qui<‘kly fell under the exclusive 
influence of the priests who were hostile to us, and who succeeded in 
stirring up the fanaticism of the people. A holy war then began, a 
war in which every Mussulman took part against the unbrdievers, and 
not in the name of the Khan, but in the name of rehgion. It was 
very natural tnat this period of tlie war sh uld always be the most 
prolonged, and more bloody than the first campaign against the ruler.'^’ 

This peculiarity is common to all the Klianates Central Asia. The 
events of the Afghan War, the flight of Shir-Ali-Khan to Mazar-i-Sharif, 
the murder of Cavagnari, and all the subsequent phases of the war distinctly 
hear this character.'’'’ 

With the free Turkumans, who recognized no antliority, we had at once 
entered upon the second of those peri(-cls, as was shewn by the proclamation of 
a holv war at Gok-Tupa as soon as the Russian troops occupied Barai in June 
1880 > 

As for the families in Gok-Tapa, the Temporary Commander of the Troops 
deemed it advisal ie to detain them some time longer, ‘‘ but <?n the express 
condition that their detention should be made as light as possible, and that 
a proper, though not too luxurious, amount of the captured supplies shmild 
]>e issued tif ‘D\]th<aig]i it is difficult, they must be fed/^ wrote General 

Skobeleil to Artsishevski. ^‘Nothing must tarnish the name <>£ the ilussian 
Emperor in the business entrusted to me. 1 have decided that they are to be 
kept from want and supplied with suitable rations as may bo required.^^ 

Colonel Artsishevski was also ordered to issue hihlikaH to them, to make 
preparations for affording them every kind of medical aid, and tc) ju'event 
outrages being committed on them. Commanding officers were ordered to 
impress upfm their men that mild treatment of the vanquislied was ikjw tludr 
duty.t I request your close attention/^ wri>te General Skoheleff to Art- 
sishevski, to the necessity of maintaining the strictest discipline among the 

* Tlie following’ estimate of tlie taxes imposed at tlie time of tlm entry <tf onr troops into tit e 
Khanate of Kliokandis interesting: — (a) Land tax or hhiraj^ | of tiie produce of each tanap^or-l^ of 
each Iteissian dr of lucerne ^ from vineyards or melon-beds even more; average about l.V 
fouhles per fanap, {h) The canal tax, very umiefined, although a matter of vital importance for the 
pi*oph‘ : it depeiuled upon the Bek, and tttay be estimated at 1 rouble per house. (<?) YmUpuli^ivom 
70 kopecks to 1 rouble per head, {d) Tajtti or bazaar tax, 20 kopecks per araha load of supplies 
brought in. (c) Weighing-house du’y (in Khokand, for example, tliis prodnceil roubles in 

one financial year). (/} Baxaar tax on cattle, ^kopecks per sheep, 15 ko 2 ^erhs per horse or 
cow, 20 kopecks for eaeli cttmel brought into the bazaar, {g) Jju]chdn.‘p%dit 15 to 30 roubles a 
year on each shtip. (A) Sarai.puli, 20 kopecks per cameL (i) Ziakdt on goods sold, one iilla on 
every 40 (1 tUla = 2 paper roubles), (j) ZiakM on cattle, one sheep out of forty; other ammals 
at an arbitrarily fixed rate, {h) Yfikakkdnm and T&rakhana^ taxes on weddings and funerals, 
(2) Ziakdt^ on ready money, l-40th part, (m) Taxes on -boats ; this gives 20,000 roubles in the 
financial year in the Khanate. (?*) Tax on baths* (o) Tax on workshops at an arbitrarily fixed , 
mte.'-^Auihdr. 

t Letter fmm General Skobeleff to Artsisbevski, Kb. 442, dated 19th (31st) January 1881 ; 
instructions to him, Kos. 343 and 516, dated 16th (28th) January and 22nd January (3rd February) 
1881. — Author^ , , ' 
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troops with respect to their treatment of the inhabitants who come in to make 
submission. The experience of many such periods in Central Asia as that 

through which we are now passing has convinced me that to keep the troops 

in oXr If er they have temporarily been allowed to loot, is a very difficult 
matter It is ueLsary tli commanding officers be thoroughly convinced 
of tlie necessity of forcing Ae trooos to keep order, and of at once lepie^sin 
the inelinatiou^ to play pranks when circumstances have radically changed 
Imperial interests dmand that the country he pacified as soon as possibffi aiil 
that the inhabitants should return to their peaceful occupations 1? ' tie 

the long run improve the position of those troops who will have to pass the 

'"e ttoo^s we'mminded that in Central Asia it is the custom, when 

people are making their submission, for them to appear in torn garments, in 

which the most inHuential people are often disguised; and that, theiefoie, 
was necessary to he very careful in their relations with the Tekkes so as not 

to xperience,^' said General Skoheleff, “ I have three times 

lived through a period of most terrible want among the people in winter ; in 
life at Ike-Su-ikrasit, in January 1&7 8 between the Maritsa and the Bos- 
ivionis and finally now. if no help is given, many must perish, it is a 
Lnsoiation that the recollection of a terrible year is a 

of a country for a long time, and is the best damper to religious fanaticism and 

^ *Gene?d sTobeleif ordered the most influential families to J’ 

so that there should be at least a small number of people ^ 

good from the power of Russia. This was also within onr means.§ In 
these matters it was taken as a guiding principle that what we had captu ed 
was military booty; what the inhabitants found in the ground and in the 
buildings became the property of those who had made their submission. In 
consequence of this, foraging parties into the localities whose inhabitant had 
submitted and returned to their homes by official permission were put a stop 
to The first of those fortunate places was Buzmem. the examination i 
aU disputes as to possession of property, General SkoM foroade ^^y one o 
interfere leaving the communes to settle them as best they could. He pointt d 
out, however, once and for all ; and everybody not^only in the oasis, 
in Persia knew that anything (except human beings) taken possession of 

anywSand hy anyhod^effire the 12tli (‘mb) January 1881 became the 

property of its^captor, and that this date marked the change trom the old to 
the^new order of things. Without this decision, a period of endless disputes 

het-ween the Tekkes and the Persian would have commenced. ^ p. xi •„ 

The state of the inhabitants was one of the deepest poverty, hut, after tbei 

becoming settled in their former homes, it was partially relieved as they could 

take advantage of their property previously buried. As stated above, Aitsi- 
shevski had been authorized, in the name of the Temporary Commandei of the 
Troops, to give permission for people to settle at a given place, while at the same 
time to strive to avoid giving this authorization t o individuals. He was given 
» Instructions from OBneral Skobeleffi to Aitaislievski, No. 476, dated 21st January (2nd Feb- 
Order^'No. 47, Trana-Caapian Keld Force, dated 22ad January (3rd Febroaiy) 
Kbokand campaign ^^B-Arfsi (between the rivers) is the country between 

No..761,''dated 24th . January (6tb February) 
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intructions that those who came and were evidently provided against want^ 
though only in a certain degree, were to be settled in the places where they 
had lived before the war, or, if they desired it, they were to be provided with 
authorization; those who came back m a state of poverty, but still in posses- 
sion of a few cattle, were also to he authorized to settle and sent as soon as 
possible to their lands ; while, finally, those in a complete state of destitution 
were to be given hihithiH or old felts, flour, maize, &c., and sent to the places 
formerly occupied by them, or to new ones, as they might desire. 

General Skobeleff had expressed a desire to disarm those who returned, but did 
not particularly insist, upon this, and did not alarm the people. Let the arms 
he taken away from those wlio make their submission were the instructions 
\vh:cdi had been given to Artsishevski.'^ N'ou know my views upon the dis- 
arming of the people in Central Asia,^^ he wrote to Kuropatkin ; quite agree 
that we must take advantage of such a moment as this, but one must not 
build one^s house on siicdi a foundation. Declare then as soon as you perceive a 
readiness to give up their arm, that it is forbidden on pain of severe punish- 
merit to carry truch, and that the White Tsar will defend them.”'’ 

The Commander of the Expedition desired that our authorities should treat 
the returning ])opulation lionourably, and, where it was advantageous to us, 
magnanimously also. In particular he warned them against establishing 
official processes as to land-law or incurring bureaucratic delays, Asia would 
not suffer such things. With all that/” he wrote to Artsishevski, however 
calm the rainbow on the horizon may be, you must act with all precautions. 
Remember Prince Bekovitch-Teherkasski, Lieutenant-Colonel Rukin, and final- 
ly, in our own clays, the bloody affairs on the Cbandir on the 15th (27tli) August 
IB? 3. Do not forget that the situation in Central Asia changes not in an 
bmr, but in a minute. Precautions, precautions, and again precautions! Do 
all you can to lighten the lot of the unhappy population. Russians do not hit 
men when they are down.”” 

In questions regarding the settlement of the population, it was forbidden, 
without General 8kobe]eff”s express orders, to consult Zulfagar-Khan, as this 
might damage our prestige in the eyes of the natives; in future also still 
greater disadvantages might ensue from such precedents. The greatest care 
was to be taken that JigitH and other natives in our service did not, under 
pain of death, take bribes from the people or commit excesses. No indul- 
gence was to be shown to the Persian Kurds, masses of whom, seeing their 
way to gain, hacl come into the Russian camp at Gok-Tapa. Many of them, 
instead of working or trading, occupied themselves in unearthing the treasures 
of the Turkumans, and in plundering ; and when they met disarmed Tekkes, 
inferior to them in numbers, they abused them basely. In a letter to the 
Temporary Commander of the Troops, among other things, Artsishevski 
said : — 

The Persians are worse than the Tekkes* They are plundering on the 
Garmab road, and four of them have been caught already ,””t Upon this an 
order was given to bring these four before a court-martial, and to proceed in a 
similar manner with all marauders and brigands.”” 

Towards the end of January, all the people who had returned from Samur- 
skoye to Koj were at first temporarily placed under the orders of the Road Com- 
mandant of the Bami-Samurskoye line and the Station Commandants at Bami 

Instructions to him. Ho. 514. — Author^ 

t Letter from Artsishevski to General SkoWeff, dated 21st January (2nd February) 
1881. — Author, 
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ffor the village, of Bauh, Burma, Kizil-Chnshma, Zau, ami K.j), Archmau 
(for the villag-M of Arehman, Suncha, and Murelia)_, Diirnn (tor the vil ages cd 
Durnn Be»erden, Karagan, Karez, Kalat, Megin, Akh-Tapa, and laaaja), 
Sainnrskoye -for the villages of YegySn-Batir-Kala, _Kan-i\arez, and Kaor- 
Lla), and Kizit-Arvat (for Kizil-Arvat). In the instructions given to tne 
Iliad Comniaudiiut it was laid down ; 

“1. The eomraandants are the immediate protectors of the population. 
They verify, V)y the authorization issued by the commanders of the advance' 
foris the number of people allowed to settle. Ihey nominate Wders in ea.di 
aul and provide them with warrants of their appointments. Interior order m 
a v’illage is to be maintained by the Elder, and to assist him ui this some 
.iinik are to be raised, as a police force, among the local inhabitants accoid- 
ing to the number of the latter. The whole village is responsible for any act 

«S The inhabitants have the right of occupying thmr own houses and 
lands, but some fields are to be told off as kitchen-gardens for the garrison. 

“ 3 The inhabitants are to be treated mildly and kindly, and nothing is to 
be taken fromthem without payment. All acts of marauding are to be treated 

according to military law. 

“ 4. The arms of tlie inhabitants are to be given up. 

“ o'. In the event of brigamls being cnjitured with arms in their hands, they 

are to he brought before the authorities.^' _ . 

General Skoheleff appointed officers to manage the cml and police admin s- 
tration and gave the following instructions to hla,]or bpdatbog, who 
was appointed to take charge of the returned population at and near Go c- 

cii’i^ideringthe Akhal-Tekke oa.h as finally pacified, I make the following 

regulation According to 

the S/iariiU land belongs first to God and th^n to the Sovereign or the cmi- 
oueror. In Asia it is usual for conquerors to leave the land to the conquered 
people only laying a tax on them, and we shall follow this custom ; the _iii- 
Eitents may occnpv the land which before belonged to them. This decision, 
however, onl/ holds good for small proprietors who eultivate their own land , 
such land is Lt to he given away to strangers. W e shall not 
: proprietors who let out their land on leases, as by this means S’Ut', 

. might form a party of theirown. The lands therefore of such men as Mahbum- 
' Kuli-Khaii, who owns Kalat and Karez, are to be confiscated We must 

accordingly have some daU as to how much land is required for the agn- 

The solnrr'the people are settled in their homes with their property and 
cattle the better for us, for then, if necessity arises, we shall be able to get at 

their most susceptible part — their pockets. , . ■ . n -i,! Jic 

3. The people are to he disarmed, hut I do not insist upon forcible dis- 
arming. The inhabitants have now lost their heads and will willingly give up 
their mims, so we must take advaptage of the moment. 

sTinstructions to the Eoad Commandant <a the Btoi-Saraurakoye line, dated 27th January 
fSth Fehroary) 1881, No. 55 .— By ord^ ipHted on the 18th (30th January) all p^ple caught with 
hands were to be sLt, and .aecording thereto two Tekhes token mth arms m thow 
3s werfSot by the commandant of Ai^hirtn. On the 26th January (7th Pebru^), howevw, 
1 LJt3seinde(l as the oasis was, geneially speaking, then quite peaceM.-Instructions to 
th^^SZSit on th^ Btoi-Gtol-Tapa U, dat& 26th January C7th February) 1881, 
iJo. 54.— lirfftor. ,.!y,;ykvr; 


4. A tegiDniiig must be made of an administratiye division into com- 
munes^ the settled ones under ahakdky the nomad ones under volosts. 

5* A list is to be laid before me of the persons proposed for ahakdls (three 
candidates in each commune). I prefer that in such lists men who have 
been to Mecca [Edjis J should not be included. One or two assistants to each 
ahakdl should be nominated according to the size of the commune. The 
aksakdh will be our officials, and therefore they are to receive pay, but not 
exceeding 300 roubles a year. These sums are at first to be paid out of the 
extraordinary expenditure. Their assistants are to be respectable persons, who 
will serve without pay. 

N.£. — Akmkdls will wear special robes, which will be sent to them. 

6. Mirdhs are to be appointed to regulate the water-supply. A large 
stream is to have a special mirdbj but one such official may superintend several 
smaller streams. These are to be nominated as soon as possible, for the 
question of water-supply is one of the first consequence; and by putting the 
dams and JcarSzes in order, we shall perform an act of benevolence to the people. 
This measure is especially important. The pay of a mirdb will be from 300 to 
600 roubles^ according to the amount of water in his charge. The relations 
between the aksakdh and the mirdhs are not to be strictly defined. Such 
a state of matters will awake emulation between them, which will be to our 
advantage. 

7. It is proposed to divide the population of the oasis into four circles — 
(a) Bami, from Kizil- Arvat to Archmaii, inclusive; (^) Durun, from Sunchato 
Kari-Karez, inclusive ; (<?) Gok-Tapa, from Yegyan-Batir-Kala to Buzmein, 
inclusive; and {d) Askhabad, from Buzmein to Gavars. Will such a division 
break up tribal connections ? The superintendent of the circle will have a native 
assistant and a staff composed of an interpreter and a mirza. 

8. To diminish the influence of the priests, I have considered it necessary 
to confiscate temporarily all wakuflsmds to Government until some property 
laws are established. This was done in Turkistan, where the rights of owner- 
ship have not yet been established. We shall not abolish wakaf lands, but we 
shall defer the question, and demand documents to support claims, &c., &c. 
This measure will enable us to settle people well disposed to us on these 
lands. 

9. The question of obligations and taxes must now be settled. I pre- 
scribe only one obligation, that of military service.* The amount of 
taxes must be regulated by the number of soldiers furnished by the population. 
At present we do not require soldiers from them, and therefore the taxes should 
be a maximum, I of the total income as allowed by the Bharidt. By raising 
such taxes, we take upon ourselves the responsibility of the preservation in 
repair of the roads, bridges, &c. 

The taxes will be : — Khirdj (a tax on the produce of the land) ; the tavap 
tax (a tax on the extent of land under cultivation) ; a ziahdt on cattle, and a 
ziakdt on the right of trading. No other taxes, although allowed by the 
Shariat y are to be raised. To ensure the ianap tax being properly applied, an 
administrative survey will be made of the land, and measures taken to increase 
the number of surveyors. The date for the payment of the khirdj and ianap 
will be in August, that for the ziakdt taxes in May. As for the taxes on trade, 
they will not form a large item in the budget of A khal-Tekke. 

^ " Bo not touch upon the question of freedom from military service,” wrote General SkobelefP 
to Kurop£tkin, for the Tekkes are such brave fellows that to take a few sotnias of such cavalry 
up to the wails of Vienna would not be a bad thing.^'—Instructions, No. 761, dated 24th January 
{5th February) 1881. — Author. 





10. It must be expHined to the inbabitauts that a contnbutiou will be 
laid upon them. Nothing has as yet been fixed as to its extent, and they 
maybe absolved from it if they serve us faithfully in future. By retaining 
our right of laying a contribution on the inhabitants, we shall have great; 

influence over them. , • ii i 

11. A list is to be made of the influential personages among the priesthood 

and laymen, with a character of each. „ 4.1 

1^. Efforts are to be made to find out what parties exist among the 

population, and what part these play. 

13. It is desirable to have Tekke Jigits. 

14. Persons performing duty and may carry swords. ^ 

The administrative body consisted of Major Spolatbog, Lieutenant Muraviett 
of the Daghistan Regiment as Secretary, Ensign Yareheiiko of the bhirvaii 
Regiment as Secretary, Ensign Sultanoff as translator, and Margani a 
native of tbe Caucasus, as interpreter. General .Skobelefl: constantly lepeated. 
Have as few RuS'ian ofHcials as possible in Asia, but those must be 
demi-gods/^ 


the situation and ascertain whether a large number of the 
■i, and also with a view ot inducing them to 
if they refused, of finally annihilating 
the Troops sent a force into the desert 
]ter was also ordered to provide these 
rith authorization to protect them from 
.In order to silence those who had 
and who had already compromised themselves gravely by 

* ’ ’ ’ General 

taken "without payment (ezeept 

force, which left Askhahad for Izgand on the 1st 
■), consisted of the following troopsf : — 


To clear up 

Tekkeswere still in the desert, 
return peaceably to their homes, or, 
them, the Temporary Commander of 
under Colonel Huropatkin. The la: 

V ' fugitives returning to their homes v 
violence on the part of^ the troops. 

. ’ preached a holy war, ^ i 

their obstinacy on the I2th (24thj January, and to quiet the people. 

" Skobeleff forbade anything whatever being ^ ^ 

land for camping and water) 

Colonel Kuropatkin's 
January (2nd Februaiy 

^ ” ' A section of Sappers. 

8rd Battalion 84th Shirvdn Regiment. 

1st and Rifle Companies, 18th Turkistdn Line Battalion. 

' . 8rd Company, 3rd Tnrkist^n Line Battalion. 

Division of Dragoons. 

2nd Satrda, 5th Orenburg Cossacks. 

1st JSotnia, 1st Orenburg Cossacks. 

6th Sotnia, 2nd Ural Cossacks. 

Rocket Section, 1st Orenburg Cossacks. ^ 

1st Division, 4th Battery, 1st Turkistan Artillery Brigade. 

Horse Mountain Division, 

Total, 1\ companies, 5 squadrons and solnias, 4 guns, 2 rocket-troughs, and 
a heliograph, ^ 

The train of the column consisted of the camels of the Turkistan detach- 
ment and 30 wagons of the wheeled transport. 

To reinforce Colonel Kurppatjkiu^ force, a column under Lieutenant- Colonel 
Haidaroif was despatched bn the tls-h January (2nd February) from Gok-Tapa, 

^ Iiistrnctions from General Skohsleft ' 'to*' Spolatbog, No, 973, dated 6th (17th) Behniaiy 
Author, ' \\ ^ 

i Report from OflBcer Commanding Turkisti^ Detachment to the General Officer Commanding, 
13th (25th) Behraary'4$$LT~-4t^#fl»r, ft 
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also on Tzgand. It oonsisted of the 1st andSrd companies Samnr^ lEfh company 
Apsheron, and 9di compaaiy Stavropol regiment, 2nd sohiia of Taman and 
5th of Laba Cossacks, division of the 6tli battery, 21sfc bri«^ade and 2 ri?cket- 
troughs, — in all d companies, 2 guns ami 2 rocket-troughs/^ These 

troops hail with them a cojoplement of cartridges and artillery ammunition, 
ten days^ supplies for the men, seven days^ supplies for the horses, transport 
for water for two days, bedding-felts and fur-er»ats.t 

B ith columns were to arrive nearly simultaneously at Izgand, and Haidarofi 
was to put himself under Kuropatkin^s command, J To provide against 
the event oi a support Iniving to be sent out for the columns, a reserve of 4 
e*‘inpani»‘S, a mfnia and 2 field guns, with five dajV supplies, was kept ready 
at Askh;ibad.§ 

At 'S A.u. the advanced guard of Kuropatkin^s column, consisting of the 
divisions of dragoon-; and of Turkistan Cossacks wdth 2 rocket-troughs, march- 
ed, followed by the mairj body with 5i companies, 4 guns, and d sections of 
C »ssa(*ks.|j Onl v the carts, &c., with the men^s cooking utensils, the cart with 
the sappere^ tools, ami the wagons of the Red Cross Society marched with the 
main body, the rest of the baggage following in rear under escort of two 
companies and a section of Cossacks. 

At 15 rc'AvA' (lO mdes) from Askhabad^ the detachment was sent by a 
depuration of the Bnkh-hi-Dashayak tribe of Turkurnans with their Elder, 
Kubadar-Khan, at their head. Having declared their submission, the deputa- 
tion, ai'cordmg to Eastern custom, requested that the advance of the column 
might be stopped, saying that thiu-e was a danger that, on the appearance of 
the Russians, th^-‘ people who were ready to make their submission might run 
away. In reply t > this Kuropatkin ordered Kubadar-Khan to ride at once to 
Ilek-Sale-^h, and warn the people that the troops would arrive next day at 
th )se wells, and that it depended upon the people themselves whether we treated 
them as friends or as enemies. Kubadar-Khan depart ed, expressing a In jpe that 
he should succeed in persuading the people to receive us peacefully. The Tekke 
next in order of rank to him was sent off to General Skobolefl. 

Moving in the appointed direction at 7 P.M., the advanced-guard reached 
Izgand, having marched 42 (2S miles), ami there pitched camp. Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Haidaroff, who had (mly had 14 veri^U miles) to inarch, had 

alrefidy arrived tlmre. The main body only came up at I a.m., and the baggage 
at 6 A.M. next morning. As the road was partly over waterless sand-hills, 
Kuropatkin as soon as he had arrived at Izgand had taken the camels from 
Haidaroff^s column, and, loading them with water-barrels, had sent them to 
meet th^ wheeled transport. 

The same evening another deputation of chosen Tekkes appeared before 
Kiiropdt kin,** offering the submission of the inhabitants of the settlements be- 
tween Kizil-Arvat and Askhabad, and repeating the requesjt that the advance 

^ The p^uns were carri*^! on camels on account of the want of horses, as were also the rocket- 
troughs and rockets. -Lett*^r from Artsishevski to the Commander of the Expedition, dated 21st 
January (2iiid Pebniarj) 1881. — Anthor* 

t General Order to the AskhabM detachment, dated 20th Januai-y (1st February) 1881. — 

Author. 

J Ins, tractions to Aitsishevski, Ho. 443, dated 19th (Slat) Jatiuary 1881. — Author, 

§ InsrriKitiotis to the Camp Commandant at Askh4h4d, No. 402, dated 20fch January (1st 

February) 1881. — Author. 

i| Report from the Officer Commanding Turkistan detachment, No. 517. — Author, 

^ Report from Colonel Kuropatkin to the Commander of the Expedition, No. 260, dared 21st 
January (2nd February) 1881. — Author^ 

Letter from < bloiiel Kuropdtkin to General Skobeleff, No. 124, dated 22nd January (3rd 
February) 1881, 10 AM.— -Author, 


of the coknni might be stopped. Colonel Kuropatkiii refused this, and sent 
the o-reater number of the deputies hack to invite the inhabitants to return to 
their homes. He also explained to them that by the immediate tulhlmeiit ot 
liis orders and by the number of arms given up, they would show the sineeiity 
of their submission, and they would then receive pardon all the sooner from 
the General Commanding, on whom depended their punishment for their raids 

and the amount of their future tribute. _ x, m n 

After this and daring the night, information was collected from the iekke 
representatives as to the wells and as to the positions and intentions of the 
furtive population. This information, supplemented by that given by the 
guide of the force, Oraz, a Khivan, who had long lived m those parts, 
soon proved the incorrectness of all the information that which had been 
collected at Askhabad. The greatest error had been made^ with regard to the 
distances on the road from Tzgand to the wells of Ilek-Salesh. According to 
the Tekkes, the road to Ilek-Salesh was very difficult, as it runs past the dry 
wells of Mer<^in, and is reckoned at from two to two and-a half marches for 
mounted men. The road for pack animals to the same place lies through 
Kubna (Old) Gok-Tapa, where it joins the great caravan route to Khiva, along 
which it is three claysV march from Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa to Ilek-Salesh. 
Besides, according to the map drawn up by Kuropatkin from inquiries mad^ 
it appeared that to the east of the route to Ilek-Salesh there branches on: 
another road to the wells of Nazargul (1 march) and Suyek [40 to 50 versts^ 
(26| to 354 miles).] According to the .deputies, some of the people with Sufi- 
Khan were at Nazargul, and the rest were with Taghma-Sirdar between 
Ilek-Salfeh and Nazargul All were suffering from cold, hunger, and insuffi- 
ciency of water, and the greater number sincerely wished for peace uncon- 
ditionally, and only a small minority, with Taghma-Sirdar, Mahtum-Kuli- 
Khan, and Kurban-Murad-Ishan, desired to retire to the Tajand. During the 
examination^ one of the deputies, by name IMat-lMuiad, said . It is 
known to everyone that no people ever conquer^^d and ruled the Tekkes. 
Although we knew that the troops of the mighty White Tsar would defeat us 
at any cost, we fulfilled our duty and fought for our country and faith. Now 
all is over, and the time has come for unconditionally submitting to the White 
Tsar who has conquered us by force, and for obeying the orders of the com- 
mander of his brave troops/' 

Upon receipt of all this information, Kuropatkin did^ not think it possible 
to continue his march on Ilek-Salesh next day, and decided to clear up the 
situation by reconnaissances towards Nazargul and Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa 
in order to gather more detailed information as to the abovementioned routes. 
With this object two flying columns were sent out at 9 a.m. the next day, 
the ^^nd January (3rd February). One of them, consisting of four 50 
(the Turkistau division and the aotnias of Taman and Laba Cossacks) and 
four rocket-troughs under Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyayeff, was to move on the 
wells of Nazargul Its orders were to reach them, to encourage the people 
met with to return to their homes, and to collect information as to the routes 
to tlie wells of Suyek- Karaja, Gulyayeff was ordered in no case to fight, but to 
return to camp at Izgand. This column had, therefore, to make a march, 
there and back, of from 50 to 80 tenis to 53 miles).' The other column, 
un<ler Lieutenant-Culonel Mohren$Ohild, consisting of the division of dragoons 
and the wUia of the 5th Orenhuyg tracks, had, besides the same mission 

* Letter from Captaia Baibokoi^ to Greaeral fekobeleif, dated Izgand, 22ud January (Jrd Febru- 
ary) 5/ ^ t ^ 
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as was entrusted to tbe first column, to move to the hamlet o£ Kuhna (Old) 
Gok-Tapaand examine its environs. The total length of its march was there- 
fore from 80 to 50 verds (*20 to 83 miles). Jigik were also sent out to examine 
the direct road from Izgand to the wells of Mergin on the evening of the arrival 
of the troops at Izgand. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Molirenschild^s column having completely fulfilled its 
mission returned at 7 p.m. Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa was found to be deserted^ 
the distance from Izgand being 15 versts (10 miles). The road to it ran partly 
over low sand-hills, and partly over hard ground. The Tekkes met with on the 
way (about 1,000 men) had been promised pardon, and a few arms of different 
kinds had been taken from them. 

The Jigits who had been sent towards Mergin returned a little later, and 
stated that the road through this place to Ilek-Salesh was very difficult, and 
that the route by Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa -would have to be followed. The 
route to Mergin was covered with the corpses of Tekkes who had perished 
from thirst and cold, and the people gathered near Ilek-Salesh were suftering 
severely from using salt water. The wish for peace on any conditions was 
general. ISlot only were those who had lied with I'aghrna-Sirclar preparing to 
return at once on liearing of pardon being offered, but even the Khans of Marv 
intended to send deputies with requests for mercy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyayeff returned at 6 p.m. next day, the 28rd Janu- 
ary (4th February) to Izgand, having marched 98^ I'ersts (65 1 miles). Pass- 
ing the wells of Kojan and Kiiairahad, he, with the help of a captured Tekke^ 
had marched straight on the wells of Buyus-Pulat, and at midnight had 
reached those of Nazargul. Here he found 300 kihiikas, which he surrounded ; 
hut, on receiving the proclamation, the Tekkes at once declared their submission, 
and began to surrender their arms. After passing the night at Nazargol, the 
column returned to Izgand, having directed all the Tekkes they met with to 
proceed to that place. 

Before the return of Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyayeff, the commander of the 
detachment, in view of tlie information received by him, had resolved to march 
at 10 A.M. to Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa. On the 23rd January (4th February) 
he* left Izgand, leaving in it temporarily the 3rd Battalion Sliirvan regiment, 
the division of dragoons, and two horse-mountain guns under Major Sivinis, 
who was to return with his column on the 25th January (6th February) to 
Askhabad. Kuropatkin thought it necessary to send back these troops in view 
of the want of camels and of means for carrying water for further operations in 
the desert. Gulyayeff^s column having passed the night of the 28rd Jamtary 
(4th February) at Izgand, arrived at Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa on the morning 
of the 24th January (5th February). 

Immediately on arriving at this place, Kuropatkin sent Jigit volunteers 
to the wells of Kizil-Sakal and llek-Salesh with orders to bring back speci- 
mens of the water there as quickly as possible, and with a promise of a large 
money reward. They and the Tekkes who had submitted, and who were with 
the detachment, were afterwards to serve as guides to these places. At 1 i versts 
(1 mile) from the camp two officers^ picquets were placed on the roads, with 
orders to disarm and give passes to all Tekkes desiring to return to the oasis. 
The same orders were given to Major Sivinis at Izgand. 

^ Witli the 3 Turkistan companies were the Isfc and 3rd companies of the Samnr, the 9th 
of the Stavropol, and the 12th of the Apsheron regiment, the 5th sotnia of Laha Cossacks, 
the 2nd of the 5th Orenburg cossacks, the TnrMstin mountain gnn division, and that of the 
6-21st Brigade, the sapper section and the heliographers, — in ail 7i companies, 2 sotnias, 4 guns.— 
Author. 
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0„ the evening? of the 23rd January ( Hh Fehruary) Sufi-Khan and Khudai- 
■\r vV; Kli-inanneaved before Kurop^Um and made their submission, ^eir 
^ipeumnee was veiy dejected, a^dhore m^^^^ wretched state of the 


i of the Samur and I ol tae Duivrupoi .... .. . '7 • + ' 

(Oi-piibur" Cossacks, the 5th of Laba C..ssacks,,and a mixed one iil hnkist.m 
p i” 4 monnfain Lmas (2 of them of the 'I'lirkislan brigade , 4 roeket- 
v" end a helio-raphio detachment, marched into the desert. It took with 

'.f i/.n-Qi-fifl of tiOO verv feeble camels. As a reserve then^ 

Kubna (Old) Gok-Tapa accompanies and % sot^inas under Gulynyeif, whose 
to weS on receiving orders or on hearing disquieting n.p ,r s, to at once 
ince ro reinforce the main body with 2 compauie.s and 2 for the 

wtai and Supplies of wiiich loO camels and 40 water-barrels were left wbh 
him” ^On these camels, in the event of an advance, he was to cairy seven dajs 

..m tn Ilet-SjlM. for 

water returned. According to their reports, the movement of 1 he inhabitan s 
Sto the oIvA- had hcgnn, but only in small , iart.es. They had seen about 1,0U0 

"“Tttciirlrf ‘iis.” rf a.ivn.,c-.i g.™., f.™- 

•v +>,A main hodv except li df a companv and a section of C-ossacks, which 
fomld thehim-m-m guard! To maintain order in the ilistribution of the water, 
iripiii'in charge of a special o.neer, to assist whom fom- men per company 

^”*^lt)L(luV'' <he Tf'kkes to return quicker, Jig/fn, and the more reliaiy of the 
Turknir.au Klders who had come in as deputies, were sent forward on the 
T' 'lU iAvo(*hm'ition‘^ As before, the proof of submission was to be the 
- Cto S arms, to recrive iJhich during the march ./,.&■ wore 
3 11“ch n"ap<.n handed in to fhe column being signed for, and a reward 
being paid, 2 wibles to soldiers and 1 to J igi-h, for each, f or each Beidau iidc 

'’^'"‘oTthe fir^t a thousand Tekkes returning who had 

from 1 500 to 2,0U0 camels with them. Next day the umre wealthy began 
to come in with flocks of sheep. Strict measures were taken to prevent maraud- 
intr and everythinsr was ordered to be paid for. 

”'iho force arrived at the Wells of llek-Salesh on the 27th January (8yt 
Fehrir-v) havino- passed Mergin on the same day, at which place the wau r 
Wd ‘out to he Juite salt. The first eam'p, at 30 (20 mdes) from 

Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, was 7 ver»ts (4| miles) short of Mei-gin. During the 
march a little rain fell, but the pools formed were so small that it was impos- 
to make mi of the water. Atdlek Salesh, 56 .m/. (37| miles) from 
Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, there were font w'ells about 42 feet deep, of which wo 
; retinhlv kvsh water.. Wo Tekkes were found here, but a,s reports 
Saie in that laie, numbers of theSa'tterfe gathered at the wf\® °f Kutlayak, 
=>0 / ersi!^ (13* miles) off, Kuropatkitt^'Rt thither to distribute proclama- 

tions and take away their arms^f) of the latter were brought in however^ 

Few^y) ISSl.- 


m 

On the ^7tli January (8th February) the force made a march of 30 t^ersfs 
(£0 miles) across quicksands to the wells of Mambat-Yar. The people met 
with along the road had a more well-to-do appearance than those previcaisly 
encountered. At iVIambat-Yar there are 4 wells^ the water of which is about 
70 feet below' the surface, and is brackish. 

Kext day the force halted, so as to give time for the Jir/ifs wdio had gone 
out with proclamations to return. Feuple passed but in small parties only^ 
and still there was a considerable movement towards the oaslrs. 

On the ^'^th January (9th February) all the cavalry w'as divided into three 
columns, and sent out into the desert to reconnoitre and gather arms. Y he first 
column, a of Laba Cossacks under Lieutenant Koi’anofl;, %vas to go totlie 

W'ells of Ishmak, and, if possible, to those of Kaishak lying to the east of tiie 
route traversed; Imt its movements w'ere to be so tirnt'd that it should return 
the same night. The second column, a Mjfina of the 5th Orenburg Cossacks and 
a section of Turkistan Cossacks under Lieutenant-Colonel Aiohrenschild, W'as 
to make a reconnaissance to Kizil-Sakal, and return not later than the night of 
the 28th or 29th January (9lh and 10th February). The tlnrd column, com- 
posed of the mixed .wfnia of Turkistan Cossacks under Voisl'(jr6LSfar,^Iiiiia 
Borodin, had to reconnoitre the road to the w'est as far as the wells of Burajn, 
and return at about the same time as the second column. All columns were 
to take measures of precaution. 

About 7 P.M. all three columns returned, bringing with them the arras 
they had taken from the population. Lieuteuant-Chdonel Medu’ensehild had 
Tidden 25 rerst*^ (16| miles) to Kizil-Sakal, and had A^und there only a large 
flock of sheep bf‘h*nging to the TVkkes. There were three w'e Us withgo<d 
fresh water, and on the road were passed the wells of JDongurli with brackish 
water. Vouh^rovi-titarsMnet Bmxidin had marched through Ihiraja, 15 versts 
(]() miles), thence on to KaraJ, whence he had returned to Aiamhat-Yar 
Lieutenant Kofanoff had only gone to Ishmak, as the guide did not know the 
road any further. In all the above w^cdls the water was had. People were 
everywhere met with in parties of considerable size with large flocks of 
sheep, and the Tekkes invariably proffered their submission and gave up 
their arms. 

In view of the results already attained, and as there could not be people in 
any large numbers farther to the north on the roads to Khiva and Ylarv^ 
Colonel Kuropatkin considered his task finished, and started on his return 
march on the 29th January (1 0th February), reacdiing Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa 
on the 31st January (12th February)^ On the W'ajq Jigifs were sent to Mirza- 
Chili with proclamations, and also with a letter for Taghma-Sirdar. On arriving 
at Kulma (Old) Gok-Tapa, these JigiU reported that all the wells to Mirza- 
Chili inclusive were filled up wdth sand, and that, according to the information 
they had received for the last tw'o j^ears, there had been no traflic along that 
route, and that Tagbma Sirdar bad retired to Marv. 

This movement of our troops into the desert had a very beneficial effect, 
as the numerous inhabitants who had gathered round the wells had expressed 
their entire submission; about 15,000 people had been induced to return to 
the oasUy and the following arms had been collected : — 295 Asiatic muskets, 
606 swords, 46 pistols, 2 lances, 1 bayonet, 11 Berdan rifles, and 1 Krinka 
rifle.* During the operation, the troops had marched 250 verd^ (166| miles), 
a survey had been made of the road, and a map of the routes to Khiva and the 
river Tajand, compiled from information received. 


* Beport from Colonel Kuropatkm, ISio. 517, elated 13th (25th February) 1881. — Author, 
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On the 27th January (8th February), Colonel Artsishevsti wrote to the 
Commander of the Expedition that 8,000 men, principally inhabitants of the 
villa<rps between Gok-Tapa and Kizil-Arvat, had arrived at the former place, 
and that, taking advantage of permission given them, they had seized on the 
remains of the booty in the ruined fortress. The superintendent of the 
administration. Major Spolatbog, had given all of them authority to 
settle liad takea away tlieir arms, and had sent them to their proper liomes. 

In all about 1,200 muskets of different systems, 500 Berdan rifles, and more 
than 2 000 swords had been taken from them. The latter were transformed by 
us into scythes for cutting hay. Their leading men had been ordered to 
furnish information as to the number of and the sti-ength of each tribe. 

After that they were sent into the desert and hills to proclaim an 
amnesty to the fugitives. The aksahals who returned were left in t leii 
functions, and new ones chosen in the places of those who did not 

^^^On the 31st January (12th February) General Skobeleff reported from Gok- 
Tapa to the Minister of War “ The pacification of the country is going on 
very successfully. Last time I reported to the Commander-in-Chset that 7,UUU 
souls had returned to their homes; now this number has increased to 
16,000. The return of the fugitives and their disarmament are still going on. 
The pardon of His Majesty the Emperor has been promised to the people, and 
their Elders have been informed that in addition to their taxes they will have 
to pay a considerable contribution. I also did not think it necessary to 
promise them freedom from military service. In a word, I have made no 
promises. I am using all means to ensure good crops next year by attending 
to the irrigation of the fields in good time, for the oam from Gok-Tapa to 
Askhabad is really very fruitful. The Elders have pointed out to me 
that theTekkes know how to fight, and have given proofs ot this ; but that they 
have never talked idly, and henceforth will show their devotion to the White 
Ts£r. Yar-Muhammad-Khan of Bnjnurd is of the same opinion regarding 
them; they ai e in fact a warlike and honourable people.”* 

After ite concentration at Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, and when affairs appeared 

' perfectly settled in the country after our victory, it became necessary to send 

theTurkistan detachment back as soon as possible to the Amu-Daria^ The pyin- 
cipal cause of this necessity was the Waterless nature of the road from Kizil- 
/ A'^at to Zmukshir, in consequence of which it is only practicable in autumn 
and. winter; for on the approach of the hot weather, as the experience of 1873 
had shewed, even small forces could not move along it without; extreme 
' For this reason General Kaufmann, in sending ofi Kuropatkin's force to join 
the expedition, had requested General Skobeleff to send it back early in the 
, spring. In consequence of these considerations Colonel Kuropatkin was ordered 
. to move to Bami, where he was to make preparation for a march on as early a 
. date as possible to Petro-Alexandrovsk. 

On the 7th (L9th February), the force left Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa, and on 
the I2th {24.th) arrived at Bami on camels hired by Kuropatkin frona the 
Tekkes, at 15 roubles each per month. The animals were to go with him to 

K.biva. ' ‘ ^ ' 

The total transport of the detachment, on its leaving Bami, was 84-5 Tekkc 
camels, 1 20 of Gromoffs, 97 fromthe Government transport, 330 with the Tur- 
kistan detachment, and 10 company; camels, — ;jn all 902. At Bami were taken 
out of store the following means of ^rrying water which had been left there for 
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sale keeping; riz,^ 15*2 large water-barrels (^1*6 gallons eaeli); i£3 small barrels 
(15*5 gallons);^ arid ;280 water-skins, — in all carriage for d, gallons of 
water. The force was provided with supplies for three weeks, and to lighten its 
baggage, the second complement of smail-arm and artillery ammunition, the 
damaged intrenching tools, the warm coats, felt boots, S:e., were left behind 
at liami. 

All the camels handed over to the force were very much Jaded by their heavy 
work at the end of IbbO. The camels of the Turkistan detachment, which had 
been sent oil during the siege of Gok-Tapa to the hitherto untouched valley 
of the Chandir to recruit their strength, had not succeeded in doing so, and 
therefore great losses among them on the long* and toilsome march to the 
Amu- Daria were to be looked for. The Temporary Commander of the Troops 
therefore sent a projiosal on the 5th (17th) February, from Bami to the com- 
mander of the Amu- Daria distriet, Colonel Grotenheim, for the latter to buy 
out of the sums allowed for the expedition 5 00 camels, and send them with 
five days’" supplies and water to the wells of Chagil, and, if possible, to Nafas- 
Kuli by the 1st (l*3th) March at the latest.f 

On his side iiiiropatkia had sent Lieutenant Kalitin from Kuhna (Old) 
Gok-Tapa by the straight road across the desert to Khiva, and thence to the 
Amu-Daria district to inform the Khan of Khiva and Colonel Grotenhelm of 
the i*eturn of the Turkistan detachment, and to request them to co-operate in 
helping its march across the desert by clearing out the wells of Chagil, Kizil- 
Ja-Kuyusi, Shah-Senem, and Giaur-Kala, and, if possible, to send camels to 
Orta^kui to meet the force 4 

Colonel Kuuopatkin proposed to march by the former route and make 5 
marches to Igdi, halt there two days ; then S marches to Orta-kui, halt there 
two days^, and 7 marches to Chagil, reaching Petro-Alexandrovsk on either 
the loth (22nd) or 15th (27th) March. 

On the 14th (26th) February, the Turkistan detachment left Bami. It 
numbered 82 officers, 8 officials, 80 non-commissioned officers, 8 1 bandsmen, 
598 rank and file, and 26 non-combataiits — in all 770 men and 280 horses. 
One officer and 44 men had remained sick or wounded in the 

At the very beginning of the march from Bami to the wells of Niaz, 
a strong whirlwind began to blow which made marching very difficult ; 96 
camels perished on this manffi. On the second day^s march (8U 
miles) to a waterless halting-place, 114 camels were left behind ; the rest of 
the camels were very feeble and some of them fell down under the most 
insignificant loads, and even without loads at alL 

The further advance of the detachment with all its baggage had now 
become impossible, and therefore Colonel Kuropatkin resolved to leave behind, 

^ One liundred and twenty -three small barrels were taken in exchange for the large ones brought 
from Turkistan as being more suited to the strength of the camels. — Author, 

f Letter from the Coininander of the Expedition to Colonel Grotenhelm, dated 5th (I7th) Feb- 
ruary 1881, No. 874, received at Iliali, on the 20th February (4th March). A telegram with the 
same proposal was sent to General Kaufmaim. — Author, 

J Besides these objects. Lieutenant Kalitin was also ordered to reconnoitre the road from Gok- 
Tapa by Ilek-Salesh, Laili and Ch%il, paying attention to those wells witli fresh water which 
were shallow, and which could he easily dug out. He was to explain to the Tekkes, whom he 
met on the way, that the greater part of the inhabitants had submitted, and that Mbiihas aud 
food had been given to those who had returned, with permission to live in their former homes.— 
Author, 

§ The detachment had lost S5 men killed or died of wounds during the Expedition, among them 
Staffi-Captain Grek, of the artillery, and Lieutenant Knnakovski, of the Ural Cossacks. One man 
had died from disease. The detachment had 81 wounded, but took most of these back with 
it. — Author* 
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at Ms halting-pkee on tTie 15th (a7th) Eehmaiy, all bag^ge which even 
though privations might be incurred, was not absolutely indispensable t ^ 
onward march. Thus there were left behind hhfMs and ynlamihn, except 
a few for the sick, part of the bedding-felts, stretchers, lutrenchiiig-toolb, 
except the mattochs, some of the tea-boilers, buckets, company an 

cooking-pots, spare materials for boots, ® ^ thl I ts tf the 

and forab-e, half of the groats, the yearly clothing for Ibbl, the kits ot the 

soldiers kUled, the menk kits, except such parts of them as ^ ® 

should be carried by the men in addition to four days^ supplies, cloth tiousers, 
part of the officers' kits, &c. The total left behind amounted to over 
IbO cwt. To look after the stores thus left, a guard of armed K.irghiz uas 

formed, well supplied with provisions and water and a messenpr was 
sent into Bami with a request that the things left behind should be taken 

^’^%t°ease of further losses among the camels Kuropatkin warned ^ommamk 
ing officers that, if circumstances demoded it, they would have to th ow 
away all their bedding-felts and sheepskin coats, make the mp carry the 
biscuit, dismount all the Cossacks and load their hmses with 
fora«-e, carry the wounded and sick on horseback, leave all the officeis 
fitXimd. »a follow only one »im .» to got 

arms and ammunition and the guns with their ammunition to the Jxhivan 
^*^*From the camp of the 15th (27th) February, the troops advanpd with 

all their arms, ammunition, water-vessels (109 large and 93 small baiiels 

and 280 water-skins), sheepskin coats, bedding-felts, biscuit, and 17 dajis 
The water-vessels were distributed as follows ; — 

Per company and ioiMcc ... ••• 18 large and 4 small ban-els. 

Por the mountain division ... “ ” ” 

For the Staff and ... ^ " « ” 

In. reserve at the disposal oi the Corainaiicicr 
of the Detachment 

Of the water-skinS;, ^^0 were assigned to the cavalry and 20 each to the 

infantry, mountam division, and Staff. . ^ in,- 

To ^ive early notice of the return of the detachment to the Khivan 
authorities and the Commander of the Amu-Daria district, Sub -Lieutenant 
Nasakin, who volunteered for this purpose, was sent on with a guide and an 

The further advance of the detachment till it reached flowing water is of 
special interest, as it took place after a third of the camels had died, after part 
of the water-barrels had been thrown away, and while the temperature was 
daily increasing and not diminishing as during the march in November lb8U. 
The*^ manner in which the commander of the detachment managed his store ot 

water is very instructive, and therefore we shall give a few notes^ re^rding 
the march from the JDwy ^ Military Operations of 'the Twhstmi Detach- 

{28th) Ftlrnarp.^Kt 11-30 advanced from camp towards the 
wells of Sansiz, but after marching 28 versts (181 mdes) reached a salt hollow 
in which some Avater remained fron^; the previous nightis rain. Commander 
therefore ordered halt here for the to make use of water for men and 

' ' .j , ^ y — ,,1.( 1 . , I — M l ' — — - 

^ Eeportfrom Kuropatkin to Gcu'eratl K6,*,^S1> dated IGtk (28tb) February 1881. 
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horsps and tlius spare the reserve. Water did not suffice for camels. Water 
in salt-hollow muddy and clayey but fresh, and was therefore all drunk up j 
in the morning, on account of its insufficiency, 9 barrels of fresh water, 
)>roiight from Bami, were distributed among troops."^ 16 camels perished on 
this march. 

17tk {27tli) Fehruari /. — On mustering transport this morning, there were 
the following number of camels with the detachment — 


Tekke camels ... ... ... ... SIS 

Gromoffis camels ... ... ... ... 68 

Government transport camels ... ... ... 42 

Turkistan camels ... ... ... 

Spare, with baggage ... ... ... ... 12 

Total ... 610 


Force marched at noon to wells of Sansiz, which it reached at 2 p. m., after 
march of 7 veutH (4| miles). Proposed to halt at Sansiz to water camels. 
Two miles from Sansiz and off the road a hole with rain water was observed ; 
the commander ordered reserve of water expended in morning to be filled up 
from it, and it was decided to water horses from this pool. W ater at Sansiz 
was of bad quality and horses would not drink it. Men were ordered to boil 
tea and cook food with well water. Two barrelsful of water per company 
and Botnia were drawn from^ these wells, and it was then ordered to 
have more wells opened to water the camels and form a reserve of at least 
135 gallons of water per company and sotnia. By the evening 17 wells 
had been dug, to make which the men had had to undress and descend 
to the bottom. Five roMes were given as a reward for each well thus 
opened. 

IStli Webmary {2nd March) . — Force left wells of Sansiz at 8 a.m,, and at 2-80 
p M., after marching 20 versts (13J miles), made a long bait at a place without 
water. Camels were unloaded and pastured. Men had dinners and made tea. 
The use of the well water from Sansiz was said to cause diarrhoea, and there- 
fore at this halt Colonel Kuropatkin ordered % barrels of fresh water to be 
issued per company and sotnia. At 5-30 P.M., detachment again marched and 
halted in a waterless place at 8-80 p.m., rear-guard only coining in at 10-45 
p.M. Total day^s march 85 versts {28^ miles), 80 camels had perished on the 
way, 20 barrels of water were expended at the halting-place for the night, and 
15 at the midday halt. Detachment marched on 19th February (3rd March) 
with 40 barrels of water, 

19th February {3rd March ), — Detachment marched for Tgdi at 8-SO a.m., 
and cavalry in advance reached it at 1-80 p.m. Baggage began to arrive at 
2-30, and infantry came in at 5 p.m., after a march of 26 versts (17| miles). 
At the midday halt 10 barrels of water were issued to the troops and 2 to the 
camel-drivers. 36 camels were lost. 

20th February [4th March), — Halt. Ten wells atigdi, of which one has 
fresh and 9 have brackish water. Commander ordered all barrels to be filled 
up and all camels watered. As the water in the wells of Great Igdi was 
insufficient, some of the camels under the baggage-master, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yefremoff, were ordered to be sent to the wells of Little Igdi 3 versts (2 miles} 
further on. 

^ On leaving the wells of Niaz, water was carried in 150 large and small barrels. On tW 
I5tb (27tli) Pebrtiary, only 134 barrelsful were brought into camp, and at the latter 60 weri^ 
expended. — 
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at Ms halting-pkee on tTie lath. (37th) Februaiy, all baggage wMcM even 
thouo-h privations might be incurred, was not absolutely indispensable tor the 
onward ^mareh. Thus there were left behind hhtkas and ynlameilw, except 
a few for the sick, part of the bedding-felts, stretchers, rntrenching-tooh, 
except the laaWecfo, some of the tea-boilers, buckets, company and 
cookmo-.pots, spare materials for boots, carpenter’s tools, part ot the bisem. 
and forage, half of the groats, f ^ 

soldiers killed, the men’s kits, except such parts ot them as 
should be carried hy the men in addition to four days supplier, cloth tion^rm 
part of the officers’ kits, &c. The total left behind amounted to o%ei 
4b0 ewt. To look after the stores thus left, a guard ot armed 
formed, well supplied with provisions and -water, and a messengei was 
sent into Bami \vith a request that the things left behind should be taken 

“^Yn^ase of further losses among the camels Kuropatkin warned command- 
ino- officers that, if circumstances demanded it, they would have to thiow 
away all their bedding-felts and sheepskin coats, make the men carry the 
bisemt, dismount all the Cossacks and load their horses with 
fora^^’e, carry the wounded and sick on horseback, leave all the otiieeis 
kits behind, Jnd follow only one aim, nk , to get 

arms and ammunition and the guns with their ammunition to the ivhi\ n 

""“'From the camp of the 15th (27th) February, the troops advanced with 
all their arms, ammunition, water-vessels (109 large and Jo small haiiels 
and 2S0 water-skins), sheepskin coats, bedding-felts, biscuit, and 17 dajs 

The water-vessels were distributed as follows : — 


Per compii ay and 72/(1 
Por the moimtaiii division 
Por the Staff and **’ 

111 reserve at the disposal oi the Cointnander 
of the Detachment 


18 large and 4 small baiTels. 
4 jj 
4 ,, 

10 „ 


2 

C 

64 


' A h ^ I <t 


friv'v. , 
Ifb'." c-.'; 


■■Ill 


Of the water-skins, 220 were assigned to the cavalry and 20 each to the 

infantry, mountain division, and Staff. , , x-i ■ 

To give early notice of the return of the detachment to the Khivan 
autborities and tbc Commander o£ tbe A mu-Daria district, Sab -Lieutenant 
Nasakin, who volunteered for tHs purpose, was sent on with a guide and an 

'^^T^e further advance of the detachment till it reached flowing Avater is of 
special interest, as it took place after a tMrd of the camels had died, aiter part 
of tl» water-barrels had been thrown away, and while the temperature was 
•: dMly increasing and not diminishing as during the march in November ISbU. 
TEfa saaaner in wMph the commander of the detachment managed his store ot 
water is very instructive, and therefore we shall give a few notes re^rding 
the march from the Diarj/ of Military Operations of' the Twkistan Betae/i- 

■ Mtk [28th) mrmry.-^M, 11-30 a.m.,, advanced from camp towarfs the 
of bat after mawshiag 28 vmU ( 18 | mdes) readied a salt iioliow 

p-^ioh some water remained frem the previous night’s rain. Commander 
ordet^ halt here for the night, to make use of water for men and 

to aewral' KvW, No. 651, dated 16th (28tb) Jebmary 1881.- 



f95 


tliiissp, ire the reserve. Water did not suffice for camels. Water 
ill salt-hollow rauddy and elayey but fresh^ and was therefore all drunk iip ; 
ill the rnoriiini^, on aecourit of its Jnsnffieieoey, 9 barrels of fresh water^ 
hi-niight from Bami;, were distributed among troops."^^ It] camels perished on 
this march. ' 

17lh [27 ill) Fi^rufjrf/. — On mustering transport this mornings there were 
the f‘ Bowing number of canieis with the detachment — 


T(?kk8 Cfiniols 

... 


... 312 

Oromoffs camds 

... 

• • • 

... m 

It overii m eii t tra iisport camels . . . 


» . . 

... 42 

I'tirk istji I) cam f:*l s 



»*. 173 

♦Spare, witli baggage 



.... m 



Total 

... ino 


Force marched at noon to wells of Sansi'z, which it reacfaefl at £ p, after 
march of 7 mrsl,s (4| miles). Proposed to halt at Sansiz to water carnets. 
Two miles from Saiisiz and off the road a hole with rain water was observed; 
the commander ordered reserve of ivater expended in morning to be filled up 
from it, and it was decided to water horses from this pool. Water at Sansiz 
was of bad quality and horses would not drink it. Men were ordered to boil 
tea and cook food with well w^ater. Two 1>arrelsful of water per company 
and minia were drawn from these wells, and it was then ordered to 
have more wells opened to water the camels and form a reserve of at least 
135 gallons of water per company and mhiia.. By the evening 17 wells 
had been dug, to make which the men had had to undress and descend 
to the bottom. Five rouUe^^ were given as a reward for each well thus 
opened. 

lS^k Fehrnarf {2ni ilarcfi ). — Force left wells of Sansiz at 8 .i.M., and at S-SO 
p M*, after marching ^0 mnts (13^ miles), made a longha.lt at a place without 
water# Camels were unloaded and pastured. Men had dinners and made tea. 
The use of the well water from Saiisiz -was said to cause diarrhcea, and there- 
fore at this halt Colonel Kuropiltkin ordered 2 barrels of fresh water to be 
issued per company mimfnm. At 5-30 f.m., detachment again marched and 
halted in a waterless place at 8-30 p.m., rear-guard only coming in at 10-45 
p.M. Total daj^s marcli 35 venU (E3-| miles). 30 camels had pm’ished on the 
way. 20 barrels of 'water were expended at the halting-pkce for the .night, and 
15 at the midday halt. Detachment marched on 19th Febniaiy {3rd March) 
with 40 barrels of water, 

19th Febmur^ {Srd Detachment marched for Igdi at 8-SO 

and cavalry in advance reached it at 1-30 v.m. Baggage began to arrive at 
2-30, and infantry came in at 5 f.il, after a march of 23 versts (17| miles). 
At the midday halt 10 barrels of water were issued to the troops and 2 to the 
camel-drivers. 16 camels were lost. 

20tk Fehrmary {4ik Marek). — Halt. Ten wells at Igdi, of which one has 
fresh and 9 have brackish water. Commander ordered all barrels to be filled 
up and all camels watered. As the water in the wells of Great Igdi was 
inguiicient, some of the camels under the baggage-master, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yefremoff, were ordered to be sent to the wells of Little Igdi 3 venk {2 miles) 
further on. 


* On leaving tlie wells of Niiiz, wafcer was carried in 150 largo and icsall barrels. ’ On tb# 
IStb, {27tli) Pebraaiy, only 134 barroisful warn brought Into <mmp, «d at the latter IK) w«ra 
oxpeadai. — 
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2 Id Felrmr^ {5th march)* — Detacliment was divided into 2 echelons for 
further advance, 1 st echelon j consisting of % sotnias and the rocket section^ under 
liientenant-Colonel Giilyayeffi, was ordered to advance this day to wells of 
Ortakiii, and the distance to this place^ 100 versts (66§ miles)^ was to be 
covered by the and rocket section in two marches, so that the horses 

should be as short a time as possible without drinking, and by the baggage- 
train with a strong escort in 3 marches. The horse were to march to Ortakui 
without being watered. The 2nd echelorb^ consisting of 3 companies, 2 guns, 
and the hospital, was to halt a second day at Igdi. The commander marched 
with this echelon* 

The 1st echelon marched this day, baggage at 9 A.M., troops at noon. With 
it went 48 water-barrels and 191 water-skins, forage for 14 days (83-2 ewt.), 
biscuits for 12 days (22*4 cwt.), and slaughter cattle (75 heads) for 16 
days. In all 182 camels. Colonel Gulyayeffi was ordered in case of need, 

in the event of a large number of camels perishing, to dismount his 
men, load the horses with forage, and use the camels thus freed from 
loads for carrying water. On arrival at Ortakui, he was to await further 
, 'Orders.' ■ 

22nd Fehmar^ {6ih March) . — 2nd echelon left Igdi at 8 A.M., and halted 
for the night at 4-30, at a place without water, ^after a march of 30 versts 
(20 miles). 35 camels lost on the way. Echelon took with it from 
Igdi 1,215 gallons of water with the troops and 540 in reserve. At the 
midday halt 81 gallons, and at the camping ground 405 gallons were 
expended. 

2Brd February {7th March)* — 2nd echelon marched at 7-30 A.3r,, and 
halted for the night at 4 p.3r., at a place withoxit water, after a march of about 
30 (20 miles) . 17 camels lost on the way. On arrival in camp the 

camels, after being unloaded, were, as usual, taken out to pasture till dark. At 
the halt 81 gallons and at the camping ground 405 gallons of water were 
expended. From the reserve 27 gallons (2 barrels) were given to the camel 
drivers. 

24:1% Febrnart/ {Sili March), — Mchelon marched at 7-30 a.m., and arrived 
at Ortakui at 5 p,m., where it joined the 1st echelon. Total day^s march 
34 versU (22| miles). 25 camels lost on the way. Each company brought 2 
water-barrels (in all about 162 gallons) into Ortakui, 81 gallons having been 
expended at the midday halt. 

25tli February {9th Jf<a5rc^)*~Hait for the 2nd echelon. On mustering 
the camels, it appeared that in the march from Igdi to Ortakui, the 1st eche- 
lon had lost 36 and the 2nd 77 camels j in all 113. 451 camels still remained. 

From the wells of Igdi to those of Chagil the Turkistan detachment marched 
in three ichelms so as to make some use of the small wells of Daudir and 
Giaur, which lie on the road to the Khanate. On 25th February (9th March) , 
1st echelon (Orenburg sotnia and rocket-section under Lieutenant-Colonel 
liulyayeff),, iimrched wi^ of water and 53 camels. 2nd echelon 

(Ural soinia under Fhiskov6i-8tarsMna Borodin) marched on 26th Fehruar j 
{16th March) with 24 barrels and 50 water-skins, in all 540 gallons, and 115 
camels {5B belonging to the Staff of the detachment.) 3rd echelon^ left on 
' ' ' i$7lli February ( t Ith March)~8 companies, 2 mountain guns and the hospital, 
Major B^^ga^yevski — ^with 146- water-barrels and 283 camels. The com- 
mander of the detachment marched with the 2nd echelon. Echelon comman- 
allowed to cover the distance te Giaur- Kala as they pleased, but they 
; , If ete to make of it more than 4 marches* ' 
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20fk Fehrmr/f {lOik Mare//), — End ieheUn left welk of Ort^ikiii at B a.m. 
After marebiiig 11 (7-| miles) it was noticed that the tracks loadf* hy 

the 1st &kelim the day before^ tiimed off to the left^ and CJrilonel Kiiropatkin 
ecuudoJcii that it had doriated from the proper route. Supposing, however, that 
it would rogaiii it all the same, Kuropatkin sent three Cossacks and a J'kjU 
from the wpIIs of Nafas-Kiili to those of Daudir to try and iiiid traces of 
Colonel GnIyayefFs eekehm. On halting however, at 0-30 p. after march- 
ing ("2-J' miles) from Ortakni and .1:1 or It (s at 9 miles) 

from IN^afas-Knli, the amimander of the cletacbiiient reeeivtd a repctrt from 
Colonel Gulyayoff, saying that he had deviated from the road, and therefore 
had that day only reached the wells of Daudir-Kala. ■ , This report had been left 
^tied to a stiVk at the latter Vvells. The iekeloii had had to traverse siieh heavy 
sand-hills that t«» avoid losses of camels the rnfahi had been dismoiintefl and 
had iielpt'd in carry the load. This day the 1st vohehti halted between the wells 
<jf Dandir-Kala and Giaor-Kula. 

27 fh Fnbniarif {lli/i JhrvF ), — From the (waterless) halting-place, lag^ 
gage of :2nd i'ckdm marched at 7-30 a. 3I., and tlie mtnia at 9 a.m. At 1 1 a.m. 
reached wdis c*f Daudir-Kaia, where the horses were watered bedore going on. 
At S p.M. on reaching the riiiiis of Daiidir-Kiila, was met by Sub- 

lab.oitenant Nusakin who had been sent forward on 16th (S8th) February to 
Ilijili and had excellenlly performed the missinu entrusted to him by Colonel 
Kiiropatkin. After him came a convoy of 15u camels with water and 00 sheep 
under escort of a company Bndaso/Mm, sent out by the Commander of the 
Amu- Daria district to meet thf3 Turkistan detachment. Colonel Kuropatkin 
oniered the commander of this convoy, Lieutenant Bailkin to hand over 
15 sheep to the End hhelmi and to proceed with the remaining sheep 
and camels with water to the wells of Daudir-Kala to await the arrival 
of Alajur Bogayevski with the ;3rd echelon. This aid would enable part 
of the men of the companies to ride on camels, and even if their mareh 
was not thus c|uit*k.enecl, it would at any rate be made easier. Twenty 
(I3;| miles) btyond the ruins of Dau-Kala, the End S:hehn halted 
for the night at a place without water, having marched 40 renh {E6| 
miles). 

28ili Fehrnafi/ {12lk March), — 'Echelon marched at 7-30 A.w,, and at 7 p.M'. 
reached wells of Giaur-Kala, after a march of 46 remU (30^ miles}. No mid- 
day halts had bc^eri made by the baggage on the 3 marebeB from Ortakni, but 
iiniiieciiately after reaching camp each day, the camels had been sent out to 
pasture till 3 hours before the time for marching. 

hi {IBih) J/afcA.*-^Baggage marched at 7-30 a.m., and minia at 9 a.m. 
At half w«ay to Sh^h-Senein, the echelon met 40 camels marching unladou 
under escort of a few infantry soldiers sent out by CJolonel Grotenhelm in 
addition to those previously sent. These camels were also sent on to meet the 3rd 
echelon. About 4 p.m., the End echelon arrived at wells of Shah-Senem and baited 
for the night, although Colonel Kuropatkin liad intended to do H inilps more 
this day. lie had to halt because the guide with the echelon did not know the 
way to Toprak-Kala, where, as Colonel Kuropatkin knew, ivas the camp of a 
small force of two companies and an Ural mlnm who were escorting a party 
exploring the old bed of the Uzboi, and on which the 1st echelon under Colonel 
Gulyayeff had been directed. It was tolembly difficult to follow the track of 
the latter, as it had been almost effaced by a sand-storm which had begun about 
mid-day. Colonel Kuropatkin therefore decided to halt at Shah-Senem, and 
at 4-30 P. M, sent a Jigii to Toprak-Kala with a note to the commander of 


detaehment a^kingj* him to send a for the Snd tyielmt at daybreak* 

The len< 4 ’th of this day^s inarch was 80 rnrsts {:^0 milos.) 

2fid {l4Ut) jlarcL — Wtihout waiting for guidf^s the '^nd echelon niarehed at 
8 A. 31. on Toprak-Kala. One of the JigilH who hud made a patrol along 
the road the night before, and the faint traces of the 1st echelon serving as 
giddes. This directing of the echehm of the Turkistan detaclunent from Shah- 
tSenem on Toprak-Kala and not on the wells of Kizil-Ja-Knjusi, by whieh the 
detachment had marched before^, was proposed to Colonel Kiiropatkiii in a letter 
from the Commander of the Amn-Daria district, as the wells of Kizil-Ja-Kuyusi 
were dried up, while at Toprak-Kala there was running wader and the road to it 
was g'Kui ami nnt longer than the other, Atl£ renh (b miles) from Shah-Sonein, 
the echelon met the guides sent out by Colonel Grotenhelm. Their lute, 
arrival was explained l)y the fact that the sent overnight with the note* 
had neglected his duty and had only arrived in the morning at Toprak-Kala. At 
10 cenlH miles) from Toprak-Kala, the echelon 3vas met by the Commander 
of the Arnu-Diiria district with the members of the exploring party and 
the dth Bolnia, ^nd Ural Cossacks. At 5 p.3r. it arrived at Toprak-Kala, the 
baggmge coming m at 6-8(J p.m. The total length of the march was 40 versl-B 
(20 § miles.) 

Major Bog’iyevski's 8rd echelon arrived at Toprak-Kala at 6-30 p, m, on 
the 4th (loth March), having done the distance from the wells of Ortakui to 
Giaiir-Kala in fonr marches and thence to Toprak-Kala in two marches. The 
division of Turkistan Cossacks was sent out to meet it, so that all the troops 
of the Turkistan detacdiment should march into camp at Toprak-Kala together, 
A few miles from camp, the detachment was met by the Commander of the 
Amu- Daria district, Coi aiel Grotenhelm, and the troops (two companies and a 
mfnia) in eamp^. 'riie latter troops paid military honours to their comrades 
returning from active service- To ease the horses of the mountain division 
with the 3rd which were very rnueli jaded from their constant mareh- 

ing for the last few months, generally in sott sands, ten wagon horses had 
been sent out to Sliah-Senem the evening before, and by these the guns were 
brought into camp. The horses were loaded with the guns and am run nit ion 
boxes and aceom]dislied the march successfully. 

At Toprak-Kala the troops were given a halt, but in consequence 
of the stieeessivc arrival of the echeiom this was of different lengths 
for each, four days for the 1 st, three for the 2nd, and one only for the 
Sfd Sekehn. 

On arriving at Toprak-Kala, it was learnt that Lieutenant Kalitin, of the 
Ist Turkistan llifle Battalion, who had been sent by Colonel Kuropatkin on 
the 7th (19tli) February from Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa to the Khivan omh 
by the direct route via the welk of Laili, had arrived at Fetro-Alexandrovsk, 

. and had been the first to give the Commander of the District news of the 
of the, Tnrkistan detaehment. He had arrived safely, but after 
many dangers and suffering ' many privations from thirst and 
V larign© 'Ott' the road. iW tMe ride he was decorate! with the cross of SK 

, On the inareh from Ortakm te Toprak-Kala, 179 camels had been lost,- 
/.'fedadiag 20 of th«e by Opfend Grotenhelm. On the 5th (17th) March, 

''ili^'itefeaeliinent had lh0.T^ke camels, 18 of Gromoff^s, 78 of their own, 10 
•' icamek, and 170- of the KMmn ones sent to meet them, in all 461 

oalfrom Petro-Alexaudro sk oafelialXth (2Srd) 




camels. Of tlie 90£ camels witli which the detaehmerit iiad l^^ft Bairi; 610^ 
two-tliircls^ liadheen lost on the march to Tuprak-Kak. From the latter 
pkoe^ the Tekke camels were sent home^ and GroriiolFs am! those farmeriy 
beloncang* to the detachment w^ere despatched direct to .Petro-Alcxjiiidi’uvskj^ by 
the (jiirlaii feiT}^ with spare stores and sxipplies. The detachment left for 
Fetro-A lexandrovsk hj iliali, Khiva, and Khanki on the dth ( 1 bth) Mareli, ite 
ba O’, cfage being carried on luO Jr aba horses carried the giiiis and 

arum iinition boxes, as the horses of the mountain di\isioii had not rce>>vered 
sufficiently to be able to carry their loads wuthoiit danger of breaking 
down. 

Witirii the confines of Khiva, the detacdiinent found rcfudy pitched 

for it and firewood, forage and s u implies provided by t. he Khan * At b i'rr,sh 
(5 J miles) from Khiva, on the llth (25rdj March thi^ detachmeiit was met by 
Said-Miiiiammad-Rahiin-Khan, with his suite, and on this day it halted in 
the capital of the Khanate in the suiBiiier-pahiee of the Kluin. Ou the i llh 
(;2f)lh) March the detachment reached Fetru-Alexandrovsk^ and on the Iblli 
(£7th) it was broken up., ' 

The route from Bdmi to Petro-Alexandrovsk was as follows^ : — 


Fresh wells of Niaz . ■ ■ ■ 

Ciunp mo water) 
bait wells of buiisiz 
Camptno water) : ' 

Braekisli wells of 

Halts. 

Ciuop (no water) 

Sliglitly bnickish wells of Oria* 
kui 


blth (26th) February 
15th f'27th‘) 
inth (2btlj,) 

17th February (Mardi Ht) ... 
IHtb Srul) ... 
10th & Stitli Febmiiry (.Match 
3n] arid 4tii) 

21 fit February (March 5tb) ... 
22nrl February (March 6tlt) 
23rd Feluaiary (March 7th) ... 

24tli A 25tli Febnisiry (March 
8th and 16' h) 

26th February (March lOtli) 

27th February (March !lth)..« 

28thFebniarT (March 12ih)... 
1st (13th) March 
2 ii 4! 14tb) „ 

3rci(15tli t, 4tii & 5th 
(I6th& 17th March) ... 
nth (18th) March 
7th (10th) „ 

8fh(2^0th) „ 

9tb (2lHt) ,* 

loth (22ml) „ 

llt!i (23rd| „ 

12th (24th| „ 

13th (2r>di) „ 

14th {26tli) „ ... 


Halts. 

(!aiup (no watiT), route !)}■■ wells 
of KafasAvuli 

CVinp (no water), route by Wells 
of Djuriir 

Fresh wells of Alanr-Kala 
Balt wells of BbaloSeuem 
Canal of Toprak-Kak 


Halts. 

Village of Kok-Cimkiir 
Town of Ilidli 
TUmukshir 
Takhta* Bazar 
Town cjf Kluizavat ... 

Town of Khiva 
Village of Kiijaii ... 
Village of Tarna on the Amu 
Fetro-Aiexandrovsk 


The infantry marched on foot and were continnallj occupied with cameb 
which had either fallen or had thrown their loads* 
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Thus the route from Bami to flowing water at Toprak-Kala, a t(Ual of 
versts (307^- miles) , over sandy desert, was traversed in J 3 marches, giving a 
daily average of 35 i verds (*23| miles), and the whole route from Bami to 
Fetro-*x\lexanclrovsk in 22 marches, or a daily average of 30 versts (20 miles). 

During the march through the desert, two Oreiil)arg Cossacks died of 
typhus fever. On arriving at Petro-Alexandrovsk, the detachment had lu sick 
and 31 feeble men, among the former being three men with ty])lms fever. 
This fever began to spread also among the men of the garrison of Petro- 
Aiexandrovsk. Of the men of the detachment 70 were taken into hospital be- 
tween the I4th (26th) March and 1st (I3th) April, of whom 37 were attaclied 
by diffex-ent varieties of typhus. In the same period 31 men of the garrison of 
Petro-Alexandrovsk, who had not taken part in the Expedition, were admitted 
into hospital : of these the greater number of typhus eases w^ere among 
the Cossacks of the 1st Orenburg Eogimeiit. By the 8th (20tli) June this 
epidemic had completely disappc^ared. Of the 1 19 men attacked with it, 42 had 
not taken part in the Expedition and three had died.'^ The appearance ()f typlius 
is supposed to have been caused by infection having been brought from the 
Akhal-Tekke oasis, and the soil fur it had been prepared by the difficulties 
and privations of the campaign. 

On the i2th (2 1th) November I SSO, tlie small Turkistan detachment had left 
for the Akhal-Tekke oczsis, and on the 8th (20th) December it had arrived at 
Bami, having accomplished a difficult march of 674 versts (149;^ miles), mostly 
through the desert, in 20 stages. Moved up from Bami to Gok-Tapa, it had, 
from the 20th December 1880 ^st January 1881) to the ]2tli (24tii) January 
1881, taken a most active part in the operations against the latter fortress, 
and had then been engaged in the occupation of the oasis up to Askhabad and 
the campaign into the desert. Without a rest, it had again started on its 
return march to the Amu- Daria and in all had marched in four months some 
2, OOO (l,33;b} miles), besides being constantly under fire for 22 days 

before Gok-Tapa. t 

The Commander of the Expedition, in taking leave of the Turkistan 
detachment, had issued the following order : — 

After the incredible difficulties of an almost impossible march, the Tur- 
kistan detachment arrived in the Akhal-Tekke oasis in excellent order and 
came under my command at the opening of military operations. In the 
advance on Gok-Tapa and Askhabad and in the fighting around Gok-Tapa 
during the siege and storming of that fortress, wdiere it quickly became 
identified with its soldierlike comrades from the Caucasus, the Turkistan 
detachment has shown that it is composed of the same men whom 1 learned 
to know during my service in Central Asia. 

After the first actions with the enemy, I recognized the same steady front, 
the same military qualities, the same order that I had become accustomed to 

■ Prom tbe iSth (25th) March to the 8th (20th) June 1881, the number of cases of typhus in 
mm as follows t — • 

Admitted. Cured, Died. 

61^ Twhisttfi IiHio Battalion ... ... 15 1$ 

' ISth tllWdstIa Idn • ... ... 14 12 i 

4th Tbattey 1^ Artillei^ ... 10 & 

1st Ocwack Begimmt ... 65 62 *2 

4!; 2nd C0s»ck ... 9 7 

dotaehment ' ' ' ... ... 6 6 

(BeiKirt from the Officer Commanding the Troops in the Turkistan Military Circle, to the Chief 
, if iftwi Stafi, Wo# 568^, dated 15th (27th) July 3l881).*-*if 

' MEitaa^ OpewbtloM 'm Turkish Detachment in the Akhfl^Tekke Cam- 
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see at Kliiva^ Makhranij Andijan^ Kamaughaii^ Balikelii anil on the snowy 
orests of thp Pamir, In the hard-fonght engageinent of the l£th (:24ih) Jain* 
tiiiry t!ie handful of steady Tuikistan troops added a now am! crlorioiiH' page to 
the records of the Central Asian troops/^ ::■■■■.■ 

parting now with my dearly loved Tnrkistan troops, I wish tloTn hn*l 
on their long and trying march, and 1 am convinced that evoii t Ije terrihle 
desert has now no terrors for them, 

I thank all the uflieers and men for their honourable perforin a nee of their' 
duties and their devotion to the service. I thank especially tho coiiioiaiirler 
<if the Tiirkistan detachment, Colonel Kiiropatkia, with wliorn fate Ims uriit»^cl 
me in military brrtherhood at the second assault of Andijan, in the triniclifs 
of Plevna, mi the summits of the Balkans, and now iu the severe lighting 
before Gok^apa,^’^^ ' ' 

Thri news of mir victory on the 1 :2tli (*2Ith) January quickly spread through- 
mii Persia and Central Asia and produced uu all an iinpression tho more pow<*r- 
ful as the more reixrnt news from before (Iok-Ta|ia had iiot been alb'gelller 
iavonrablo for the Russians and had not prepared tlie public mind for such a 
speedy atnd deeisive siieeess. 

In view of t!ie impiirtanee of our victory in Asia, and of the fact that 
our failure in lS7h had had an unfavourable influence for us even in our deal- 
ings with China, the Minister of Foreign Affairs telegraphed the news to all our 
representatives in Asiatic States, not excluding the consiils.t 

Ambassador Zinovieff, on receiving General Skobcleffts telegram regarding 
the defeat of the Tekkes, at once communicated the news to Shah Nasr-iid- 
Diii, who was then at JarJiriuL The Ambassador's messenger reached the Shah 
while hunting on the 14th (r36th) January ; and on reading the letter, the latter 
at once eornraunicated its contents to his suite and then wu’ote the following 
reply : — The letter addressed to Us in the French tongue has reached Ub at 
Jarjirud. In view of the friendship and unity of views existing between 
Us and His Imperial Majesty, you have informed Us of the successes 
and victory won before Gok-Tapa by the troops of Our friendly neiglibotir 
Eussia in the war against AkliaL This news has given Us livcdy satislkc- 
tion, and \Ye are convinced tliat the victories of such a fnendly pfswer will 
eotail peace and (|uictiiess on all Our boundaries and among t-he pcojdc of 
Khurassaii/^j; 

Zinovieff was ordered to thank Shah Nasr-iid-Din in the name of the 
Emperor for the eraigratiikitions which the latter had received from him on 
the occasion of our victory. At the interview oo this occasion the Shah said 
to Zinovieff that he greatly desired to see the realissation of the grand Wi>rk 
iindcTtakcrj by Eiissia, and supposed that it would be completed on the day 
when the Marv-Turkumaos, wliose brigandage had been in tiie highest degree 
hurtful to the wtdfare of the frontier provinces of Persia, had been severely pun- 
ished. The Ambassador replied that at the present moment it was imi>ossibld 
for us to foresee all the consequences of our victory. We reckoned, however, 
on being able to cany out the extensive plans inspired in the mind of His 
Alajesty the Emperor by his anxiety for the prosperity of the peoples whose 
territories bordered on that of Bussia, and we should gladly carry out the 
afeir to the end especially if the Persian Government on its part continued to 

* General Order, No, 67, dated 21st Pebroaiy (Bth Marcb) 1881. — Author, 
t Diary of the Asiatic section of tbe ' General 18^, No. aS, vol. V* page 8S.— 

Auihor* 

J liCtter from the SMla, dated 25th Safnr 1296, 14th (26110 Jann-m^ 1881, and letk^from the 
Ettssian Ambassador to General SkoteM, No. 32, dated IGtb (dSsbj January 1881,— 
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liiaitttain feelings of trust and friendship for, iis, proof of wliieli had been 
ii*poatetlly giveii during the war with the Turkiiinans. Shah Nasr-ud-Diii 
then said*^ to the Ambassadar that he thought the present moment a faTOiirable 
one for the delimitation of a frontier line for Khiirassaii to the north, and asked 
him to state Russian views on the subject. Zinovieff answered that before 
entering on negotiations on the delimitation question, it was necessary to 
await information which General Skobeleffihad promised to give him."-’ 

The i^eople of Khurassan were overjoyed at our victory,, and Nasirbekoff 
reportecl that complete peace and quietness reigned between Mashhad and tlje 
bordor districts, and that a revival of trade such as had never been known 
before had begun, A deputation of Marv-Tekkes, who had been at Mashhad on 
the day of the reeei|)t of the news of our victory of the l^th (:Mth) Jainiarv, 
had returned to Marv much disquieted by this news, and had said loudly 
1‘ofore their departure that to avoid further bloodshed nothing remained Ijiit 
for ]^Iarv to submit to the Russians. Our paper money was well received .t 
Tairoii wrote from Bujnurd that according to the judgment of the local 
wiseacres, our victory is witliout a parallel in history and everynrhere legends 
as to the deeds of our soldiers are current. They are astonished at the skill anti 
daring of General Skobeleff and cannot lind w’ords to praise him, and the very 
boys in the streets sing : — ^ YaJcshi, Tekke Yaman! This,^^ added Tairoff, 

expresses the feelings of the country and shows what the common people think 
ot our victory and the fall of the Telckes. The llkhdni of Bujnurd presented 
the messenger who brought the news with a cloth hhalat and five tomdn^.^^X 
Ho told Tairoff that now only would order be established, and he wrote an 
autograph letter to General Skobeleff congratulating him on his victory and 
sent his Mir-Akhtir (Master of the Horse) to Gok-Tapa Tvitli horses as presents 
for the Commander of the Expedition. 

The Persian Government on their part paid nnusual attention to 
our representations. Tims, when General Skobeleff reported to the Russian 
Ambassador that the inhabitants of Garmab were harbouring armed Tekkes, 
and that the local headman, Saiyad-Hussain-Beg, had even sent bread to 
meet the fugitives,! and when Zinovielf requested the Persian Government to 
send plenipotentiaries to put a stop to these practices, the Shah telegraphed to 
Prince Ruknmd-Daula : — - 

Taking into consideration the friendship existing between the Persian 
and Russian Governments and the ditBculties experienced by the latter in 
pacifying the Turkumans and quieting Khurassan, you must so act as to give 
the Russians no cause to reproach Us, but, on the contrary, yon must do 
everything you can in their interests and to fulfil all the wishes of their leaders. 

To-day a letter has been received from the Russian Ambassador report- 
ing unla^vful acts on the part of the Kuchan ahakdh and in particular of 
.^S,iiyad-IIiigsain-Beg, of Garmab, who has received fugitive Turkumans 

, given them shelter. I send you a copy of this letter. 1 am surprised 
servants I»ve not yet understood that there is no difference between 
' tne„, pfTOah aipid Russian Governments, and astonished that they should 
give 'Shelter to_ Turkumans, who are enemies of their faith and Governinent. 

On receipt of. .this telegram ’ yon will at once send a reliable man to 
;KttcMa and inform Shnia-nd-'Dauia of this pmsent order. He must himself 

from ZmmhM, lAo/n, mh January (7th February) 1881.— 

. f frote Hasir’beitot to ila&lihad, iSfch (aath) Februaxy 1881.— 

' t’ from €l»k<| Bib pb February) 1^1.— 
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, f-.,vroab and to the frontier, and send back into AkMlall Turknmans wbo 
510 to - f,^ He is to fulfil the wishes of the commander ..1 th- 

sn-k refni;p in account allow a single Turkuman int<-^ Khurufsan, 

Yin'ivdl inf um "the TU,-Mt)is of the frontier provinces of Kalat, Daruga?., 

Knclmn and Prince Rukn-ud-Daula sent AMul-Karoim- 

r, ^ r Knchan with orders to collect all the fugitiw- n. 

khan, hi> J , ’ x children, and to send themtothe bus- 

ove- to GeUal Sk.I.aM f,,™ 

smn camp, wh, _ c.,.xi,pm and an assurance to be forwarded to the bhah, ll.. 

the latter a receipt to, them eKnlmn^.. 

the Unsstan general ^ as Ju gn^ «you must d> yom- 

“To carry this ordei nito gg ^gj^aiuingin Daragaz or knehcr. 

utinost to prevent a single ,ljjjgvenees between the friendly 

(Jovernmcnts, yon must A fuifiikd his task on the 2(ttli libni .yv 

Abdul-Kasum Khan con. c p L ,y, nmomrst others, 80 women and oH 
(,.th March) i;« brought , n (iok-Tapa.*^ 

children who had been a • on the frontier at Garmab, deposed Saiyad- 

Shnia-ud-Dau a umse h, habitants of this place, am, t mo 

Hi,ssain 41 eg, laid a hail the captor of tim 

expressed a wish to le . - x'^rp • ,gg that now all their hopes were based 

tcives, t He _ »>d "dti'fpi™^ witl. all «>• 

on the llussiaiis, aiK ‘ attached to our army, i-eportcd to lelieran 

Colonel Znltagar-Kh. , ‘ iggjtiig neighbouring Persian prov- 

and had got on veiT '^11 wrote to General SkotelelT, 

con^tpatiig Y on hisjctoiy,^^^ F^le of Dirajaz who 

SSSJ ^.hh.hdd the 

«4“ M pi” L— ^ — 

Tfirntr February {7tb) Marcli 1S81.— -4i'<^or. 

t Mention wOl 

J Telejrram from General fetobektt to u 

I To rfiow how General Skobelcff dealt idtb his i«rtrS’ General Skul^ieff 

«atalate ^1*? seit to tfStrShXt 

conniptions. a two 

^tariittow? two « Balive iimii%lact«ape< llave bo tlinploasiite r.» 

, >»”? >» S’ts-a o,u., 
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were etilt prowling about, ^ tuoitive population. Tims, i'oT 

iriormation “ 5* ontli Tapob, and tl.ut tin. 

instance, he wroi-e ^hatniatiy ie .- ® ,• « j the General this in- 

„le pt M..W wore Lie piaoes.” S.tvad Ci- 

tnat uc uw> uu a tp <.i,.a nVnons to ffive him \That- 


■ormatlon, so that he may the Tmops to give him ^That- 

Khan also asked the Tempoxary ^ that xvas possible 

ever orders he pleased, even he fixnxish thenit 

lie would do for him. If supplies 1 ^ ^.pie camp at (rok- 

On the 2 \sUauuaxy {kebrumy ^d) 

Tapa a Mullah by name_ ^ submission. To the letter 

against the Eussiatn, , tb _K ct as you will have to 

■ ,,. . . A., gQ ^hat 


sar 


‘piMreugh“„Sr.re “4 Wteimo 7'4‘“f ■ 

Sfc of the Atf 'tribo lom, nnd of the SSrik tribe nbont 4,000, and tre 

iWl'pc? From the ver\r bec^inning we have been at 

ellrnhy SiX Tekko-Turkuman; and have killed mahy of them Formei-ly 
1 ^ 1 , 1 + an ftp ■'^hese latter, but after we had killed a numboi 

;?Ser?h5ingtf t^^looo, and after that they were fmced 

to nvxke peaTe with us and give us land and water, and up till now we have 
to make peace wixu » Tekke-Turkumans, in view of the 

advance of^tL Russians against them, ask ns to help them or, if not, to 
our lands and retire from their midst. Glory to God, there are few 'i • ' ^ 
i>eople round about as we, and therefore the Persian Khan of Mashhad, the 
Shih of Samkhs, the Shah of Daragaz, and the Shah of Kuchan, knowing the 
proposals made to ns by the Marv-Tekkes, wrote to us and proposed that i e 
Should settle at SarakhJ, or at Mashhad, or Kudnfn Daragaz, pmmising 4 
<^ive ns land and protection and to choose a heghar-begt fiom \ 

ruler of Khiva and the Kh^van Biicdn-Begi also wrote and proposed to give u..- 
land and water and to honour us. Still we have not migrated. ^ ’'"^mg m 
you as in dear brothers, we send you Ishan-Karaul-Begi to ekpUin oui u- 
Lests. If you think onr people friendly to you, we request the Amir of 
; BukMrt to he onr intercessor and to give us an abiding plaee either 
Kabakli or at Uch-Uohak, whither we shall migrate with our families, and we 
: desire to pass the rett of our days under your protection. _ . 

“ At present eyery mohth the Tekke-Turkumaus from Chahaijui, Saka , 
Kabakli, KhwijariKala, Bo inu-Uzun. and Dehnoff, plunder and 

‘ Ij#tl6r froitt SolKslelf to ^ ^ , t -vr ntr mo 

' f ifeM Force, 1880* Part b No. 27, page 192. Author* 
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,.rrv off women and cliildron into captivity; they sky people and village pro- 
? If we were at Kahaldi or at Ueh-Uchab, the Tekke-lurknmans could 
iLo-er make raids on Khiva or Bukhara, for they fear us. _ ^ 

“ elf YOU will reci.fniisp us from the oldest to the youngest as your f newts, 

-r .Ivtn Knmul-Begi wUl be well received and rewarded hv you. He is one of 
! H-iiest and most honourable men, and is much respected. All our rights are 
^ V = so believe what he says. If you wish to know anything about 

ibrntthe Sarik and Ata tribes or about the Tekke-Turkumans, ask Karaul- 
E It is not worth while to fight much whhthem. Knowing their military 
dtiion vou can easily subdue them, but without a know! dge of the stat e ot 
1 Iwfaii-s it is not so easy. This is known to Ishaii-Karaul-Begi. iherefore, 
t TUk letter™ tvritten „ the 3rd of 

’'‘"“clfdiiy t" Aekbehid, to Graerat SbMelt. 

On hisheing ciuestionedbythe interpreter Agamaloff and then by Captain 

Tltkevitch, he stated as follows; _ „ , , 

Ishan-Karanl-Begi, of the Salor tribe, an inhabitant of the town of C haliar- 
ini Ird botn overseer to ™an Akhai-Kluvaja who had died 

five vem-s before. After his death, Karaul-Bcgi employed himself in trade, and 
both as a priest and as a member of a gpod family, he enjoyed great con- 
kienee among the Saldrs and Sariks. On the proposal of the part oi these trttes 
IKnno- in the Mur<->’liab aad-^, he had started with iwAve rihalah m the middle 
of December ISSoTaiid, travelling by Rabat, Mashhad and bhirran, he had come 
to Gck-Tapa to make submission to the Russians. Karaul-Bcgi stated la, 
not only the Sariks and Salors living at Alarv, but also those under their mflu- 
LT,il the neonle livino' on the river Kaisor, desired to submit to Russia.* If 
torRu-kn froops desired to march into their country, then in the words ot 

i' . tRecri the Salors would he able to turn the course ot the Murgliab from 
Kain^ul-Begi, the &moib worn Persians at Sarukhs had the com- 

Baliat-Ahi u ^ ti,at the people of Marv, who cultivated corn 

to iw ^ of^th of their crops, they turned off 
upon its banks, i . 1 ,7 . rpj^ country between the Tajand and the 

the wator and ™“td l!^Xd^ Salors paid tribute to 

Miirghab Tf , "fr'P aceo/dauce with Mussulman right. The ground 

''thlvi the Salors and Sariks lived was considered by the people of Marv as 
on which the Sa o s « ^ ^ ^ during the war between Ma^ 

their own, as it had ht j , Lto be paid for it, and in consequence the 

a„.l Pe»,a. or .t Ch„Mr- 

Salors i-eqiiested , Russians. One of the principal causes which had 

j„i or else support fi^ a rumour had been 

induced them to s^e 1 moving on Herat, and this might tovw the Jam- 

begin ning of iSSO at had deprived his son of his functions, and 

bs.. 

^ed infantry, and up to date th e town had not been fortified. 

, , W- thU *tatemeat.-A«tt«r. 
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1 thoa£:lrt the awival of Ishau-Karaul-Bpg-i of gieat im- 

Gpoeral 8lv< hr h “ ^ himqolf of thedeeree of tlip full powers possessed 

p.,rtuneo, hut wU.ed to relations with the Sahhv aro 

ly him, oml there ove_^ e fex^ed to 

Siiribs anil hnd out > • ^ TIip seals of Khans have been eouni errei i i-o 

-rrt: 

aryainst. W « the Khdix of Khiva, who are under the llussian 

that Amir of ^ - ,nana-ed to keep up all their prestige as la.k- 
Governor uu KMiUaim, u.\. , -,7 i ^ world, and it is remarkable how 

pendent ruler, in the eyes of Khiva and llukhura t., 

the Tnrknmaus eomplftxl} i„n • .v ^ Central Asian iiuhtarv 

Russia. The c-ificia'l declarations of submission from 

Si ! uVgi . Gnirn^i in .nue 18sh . 

tSSgt hihe s’en" of the impressioii tliey made on the masses,t harl now 

aiKudeet right if> cull oiu' piestigennyou^^^ supplies of provisions had 

Atthetimeof theeaptiu-eutGrk-l^ 
been collected at vannau, one mai Dao'histan Regiment and a sollrir'* 

a column eonipost4 of a cum] J ^ Captain Golovkt'lf with tlm 

ofTauianCos.acks>ad hmi se^ ,, 

pack-horses belonging t(. th(, K > Jaiiuary the column had retnrn-d 

fortress itL^ 

triS tharevci-T U~c except thc^e helongdng to the wheeled tmusport was 

IheLcdasapaAanimaltohnng^fW^^^^ 

Means of transport were ^^^Safcrthe inhabitants of tlip 

fo“SvfllS:atrme d continued to regard the 

'""^ofthS’ January (5th Rebrnury) there were the following supplies 

at Gok-Tapa and Sdmurskoye§ 

’ Cwt. 

1548^8 ' 

1004*8 

,7 

* 118*16 

4,800 rations 


Bwenit and cakes 

Rye* ionr 
Bnckwlieat groats 
. Salt 


ymit » id » 
Wk«it ftw 
Preserved iwt 

Barley wd 


Simurskoye. 

Cwt. 

5*12 

2106*88 

76*8 

9*6 

12*32 

52*16 

‘ i '6 


51*2 


Total* 
Cwt. 

1,554 

3111*08 

622*4 

87*^)4 

30*24 

17 iJ *32 

B '2 

457*0 

4, S 00 

1843*2 


rations. 


‘ ■ 
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<-■+ , ftWVcwt o£ barley bad beett delivered from Persia, dnd ‘1-00 

Of tbis quantity, , o ^ booty captured by us at C.rf»k-lap. 

,^st. of whjat dour provision continued tabe dailydeliv- 

Theselast bguresive e pi Jwould last the troops ot tl^ 

eix4 into tliomagn7jne. The and cakes for a monlh,buck- 

ftivee (BjObb men) as bdlows . \ o days, 

wheat groats for 20 days, fm ’ ^ J ’ r|i,g Commander of the Expedition 

There were no other Si m ^ent Grodekoff to Rami to push u}. 

therefore, soon after the cimel commys had, however, been 

Applies and arrange wem decreasing not daily but honrly'. 

led.iced to attenuated propoitions^ sent to recruit in uie 

Tims, Major Bekurazoff s eonvo), service, but only dbl. of 

Chaudir, left Duz-Olum, on the Ibtb (28th) January reported 

1 .. Rami. Genpial Adii . _ iif 4\^v cip'S*'Vlf*fi ! ])llt Oil 


(Jhaiiair, ieiu ~ \miPTikofi on the ititii ^auiuyj 

il^em roiiched " r^aWt ‘incl Grom offs, fit for servii.ejbut on 

Sletod 3.60» nt\“::";rrdfn«l» “ -4 t„ 5.5(« (!,T:;» ««- 

the 21st January {2nd - 1 , distributed as follows ; — tob Goiein- 

ernraent and 770 ^ ^ Gok-Tapa on the 1 1'db (JSth) January ; the 

meat camels were taking (bOO bead) were moving Iroui 

Smiinder «£ » is,, te.l W « 

Aidin to Rami, and the ie4 of ^ \idin* to bring supplies friim that 

sent under Rizil-Arviit to last till 

plaeetoKazanjiktoksttiR tlmlst (L been sent up to Gok- 

».i. 

General SWobeleS. who ^ and°8 s'lins, with rapplies for fifteen and 

of Januaiy with 8 companies 8 the rear. J In 

water for two days, ordeied I, , arrived at Gok-Iapa on the 

eonsequcnce, 65b of Gromoffi s camels, w ^ to Askhiibad with supplies, 

24tb January (otb February , were jent f Gok-Tapa (60 barrels and 

and with as many water-vesseE as cjW aU 

l,)|\ w^ter- skins) . Bosifies tliose, , iltst b^tni tlot«iik*d to iurty 

g 1-C on tl>« 1«>> (“*! ir^f lojtraiil k Knrapatkin, . 0.1 O"'/ 

.ppliee from the°forae nt AehliiWd 1“7 


Liok-l'apa on me ono were given to ivuni|.a.t«..., . 

aupnlies from Garmab to Gok-Tal , ^be^ force at Askhahad would only 

11)0 could be sent up to Askbabad Skobelett. requin4. 

receive 750 cameH v ^v'lihUe.’ Ahoiit cwt. of suppke^ 

The wheeled transport was of “yje^'ikbkbdd {wee, which bad ^^5*" 
could therefore be sent up CStb) Eebruary ; and this would 

from Gok-Tapa supplies to last till t ' , means of transp>rt. than 

provide for its needs ^^//ear The transport had_ been destroy^, 

this could not be furnished iio™ “ , , ^ ^ adopted to obtain camds. i-ea 

and nolens miens extreme measures h^ P communication and at 

Sons were rotting on t m coa4§, and S,„„ny M a so Hbewn 

Bami there were none; ^ kg Turkifitan detachment bad to be m 

itself again in several cases, and t ^ M. 

back to the Amu-Daria. therefore made it impossible foi ns to tui 

The condition of our transport 

fil our intention o f reaching — __J Axuiame, dated 

— .ewceaUe.-Telegr,iBi 

-t Janaar. (t.h P«) tSSt.- 

t Telegiam from Colone /wt Fotmaw) 1881---lf tbi» vara 


last vestige of our transport would have been destroyed, and we certainly 
should not have been able without extreme, and therefore expensive, measures 
to send the Turkistan troops home."^ 

Our agents had not yet collected sufficient means of transport to bring 
supplies from Persia, and it was unknown when they would succeed in doing 
this and in carrying supplies to Gok-Tapa and Askhabad. The regimental pack- 
horses, which had been for a long time in camp before Gok-Tapa, were only 
able to carry a very small quantity of stores, and the Tekkes returning 
to the were for the most part beggars, and had no spare means of trans- 
port. ^ 

At this time the troops in Trans-Caspia had supplies as follows :• — 

(L) Advanced force for 8 months, 2 with the troops and in the ad- 
vanced supply-depots, 4 months^ supplies prepared in Persia, and 
two months^ at Band ; 

(£) Garrisons along the line Bami-Gok-Tapa for It months; 

(:l) Garrisons along the Atrak line, from 8 to 8 months; 

{4) Garrisons along the Miehaelovsk line ; Ka/Anjikfor 14, and KiziU 
Arvat for months. The other stations were on the railway and 
therefore had not to be considered. 

To provide the troops with supplies (provisions, sea-rations and oats) till 
the 1st (loth) January iSS^, it was necessary to carry forward — to the ad- 
vanced force, O.bOOU cwt. of stores; to the points between Bami and Gok-Tapa, 
4,888*4 ewt. ; to the points on the Atrak line, 14,048 cwt. ; and to Kazan jik and 
Kizil- Arvat, 9, *280 cwt. In all, 1^4 161*4 cwt. had to be transported. If to 
this be added the yearly issues of clothing, hospital supplies, telegraph stores, 
&c.,the total would he not less than 184,400 cwt. 

At our disposal we had only carriage for 7,986 cwt. (120 wagons and 
2,500 camels). 

The camels were excessively exhausted, and in addition their rutting season 
%vas coming on. Therefore they could not be used in February, March, and 
April. As for the wheeled transport, it had been told off to the troops of the 
advanced force for the various duties they still had to perform, and only in 
exceptional cases could it be used to bring up supplies from the advanced depots. 
The country along the Atrak, the local source from which we had hitherto 
drawn transport, was closed to us for military and political, and also for 
pecuniary reasons, and the returning Tekkes, as above stated, were beggars and 
could supply no transport* 

To supply the troops in Trans-Caspia, General Skobeleffi thought it best it.) 
form a wheeled transport of such strength as was possible with our unaided 
■ resources. It was to consist of 100 wagons on the Atrak line, and 200 on 
the line Bami-Gok-Tapa. The day after the capture of Gok-Tapa, the 
Commander of the Expedition, feeling that our transport was quite disorga- 
nized, had ordered Grodekoff to request the Chief of the Staff of the Army 
uf the Caucasus, who was about to arrive shortly at Bami, to send 300 wagons, 
with hor^^, harness, and drivers from the Caucasus. In giving this order, 
General Skobeleffi still thought that our transport would last till the arrival of 
’ wagons. ■ 

' ; , Having reached B4mi and having made himself acquainted with the state of 
affairs, Grodekoff came to the coneltasion that our transport required imme” 
diate renewal, and therefore he turn^ Ms attention to the country beyond the 

; ^ 1 Sewifi imm to Mo. 18, dated 23rd Jantmry (dith February) 

trial ^ \ 


Atrakj and reqtiestf^d Ccdoiiel Xavrots1<i to try t o ukain tranfs|>ori on file 
of (^lielekoB. Grodokoffnlso to!e;^mphed to Friin-o Vacliniyke at i\>!Tul!a<k 
asking wlietlier it was impossible to obtain transport from the Ytuntlls to 
carry supplies fnmi Chikishliar to Baini on payment bw tke whole dislaiieeat the 
rate of d paper rouhles per but be received a reply that iiutliingcould be dione 
in tbis matter.t Xavrotski also reported from Krasiiovodsk timt tlior ’ ivsis little 
Inqie of gettiiu^'cannds from the island of Cheleken, and that the animals there 
were bad and weak.J Grodek-df then telegraphed to the commafidaiit of the 
Atrak line asking whether ’2,0(30 camels cnuld not be hired toiraitsport supplies 
from Buz-Olum and Chikishliar to Guk-l*apa on tlie following c. ndition* — 
Jf the owners desired, they might march tlu'ough PersiaiC ten itory ; ail- 
V limes would be made of i to 4 the whole amount to be paid ; the mi to 
be paid at Gok-Tapa, and the camels might be moved from Bami to Aidiig 
and thence to Gok-Tapa, payment being made proportionately. He a-Ko 
asked whether it would not be better for us to buy 2,Uii0 camels Deh- 
replied that there was no possibility of hiring 2,000 camels, but tln^t 1,000 
might be bought in the course of a month and at a m'iHhnvjn |>ricc of 100 
fonbkfi. There were contract jrs, however, one of whom Wuuld undertake to 
furnish 150 wagons in a month at a price of bOO rouble^n each with hoivo 
and harness, if transport to the east coast were pr .>vidcd for them ami Gov-^ 
eniment foraged the horses from the day of their delivery at Baku or 
Petrovsk, while another would undertake tiie transport of stores from 
Chikishliar to Diiz-Olum on payment of 2 fouUes per to 

Bami for 5, and to Gok-Tapa for roubles per pu4 ; jj and atliird wuuhi curry 
stores on wheeled carriages from Chikishliar ami Duz-Olum to Gok-Tapa 
on payment of 2 kopech per pnd acd per venf and an advance to him of | 
of the sum contracted for. When all these contractors were rejected as men 
without sufiieient guarantees, a new one appeared, a certain Turkriman, 
named Mubarnmad-Oraz, who offered to buy 2,000 camels in 20 days at a 
price of 9U ronbles each, the cannk rejectf'd by a board to be replaced l>y 
serviceable ones, and he to receive 50 hpeck^n |>er camel for his trouble, IB* 
did not wish an advance of money to be paid to him^ and asked lor 
with full powers to be sent with hirn.^i 

The Chief Controller, who was acquainted with all I hose negotiations, 
expressed his opinion that it was better for Government to buy 2,(300 camels, 
B.S tlieir purchase would cost 180,000 midJes, and the hire of drivers and 
their rations for two months would cost 20,000 ronbie^ (at dO rmMes |ier 
man per month, and supposing one driver to eamclH), total 20lj,Clli0 raubie^^. 
Ill that time they could transport 40,000 pufh (1*2, bOU cwt.) from Chikishliar 
to Gok-Tapa, making the cost of a pud 5| rmhie$. On the other hand) 
the transport of 40,0ti0 puSs to Gok-Tapa by hired transport at S ftmUei a 
pud would cost ii20,000 roubles^ so that Gorernmeiit would, save T2()/KI(I 
roubles. 

As the Tiirkistan detachment, which would require 1,920 ewt» of 
oats, would have to be sent home shortly, and it was proposed to send a 

♦ TflegfMU from Baroi, dated Blst Jaiinar| (2n^ Febraary) 1B81, — Amh&r, 

f Telegram from Vaclumdze, dated 23rd Jarmary (4tli Febraary).— 

„ i from Colonel Ivlnoff, Ho. d&W Vehwmy 1BS1. Avikw, 

I From Coloae! Grodekoff to Liotttemnfe-Colcmfid dated Bami, 27tb ai.d 28tii Jmsmtif {Stl* 
aid 0tli febrtiary) 188L' — Ani&or, 

..|f Telegiw from Licate»»t*CoIoiel Bole, Ho. IfS.—* 

% liiajy of tbe Staff of llie Tnaw-Casniaii Field Force, JS80, Ho. 2S, Fart If, p«get S5i, 

«id 376.— ' ' ' - . . • , 
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]aro« tinml-pr >'f horse.s belonging to tbe troops about to bp movocl to tbp 
west coast of the Caspian through' Bami, and large quantities of forage would 
be required for them, while there were aetuallj' at Bami on the 3rd (15th) 
Bebruarv only SbO ewt. of oats, Grodekoff made arrangements for the pur- 
chase of’i,(i00 camels, for which were assigned 50,000 rouble)^., qf which 2,('0(| 
were in bank silver. This purchase did not exclude the possibility of sendiiig 
was-gon transport from the Caucasus. hen General Favloii' arr.veil at Bami, 
Grodekoff therefore requested him to send 3t 0 regimental waggons with 
harness, horses, and drivers, and based his demand on the following con- 


siderations. 

It* the cost o£ a wit li harness and horses w^-n’e taken at 7^^ rovlle^y 

300 of them'would amount to ^1 0,000 rouble.':. The keep of the horses uj) to 
1st (13th January) Ibbtl would cost about SiiO.Odl} runUet:, making a total of 
520,000 roitilets. ” On the other band the transport of -tdty^^'O pvdH of stores 
(1-34,400 cwt.) at S roubles per _?->«</, as proposed by the 'i’rans-Atrak lamuls, 

would cost 3,800,000 , t., , , , , , 

On the ^-Ith January (5th February) Geupral Pavltdi teicgraphed to 


Prince Melikolf about sending SOU waggons and 1,200 horses from the 


Canoasus, pointing out that the necessity for these would present itself 
in the beginning of March, and that from that time till tbe beginning 
of antuinn waggons would be the only means of supplying all the 
wants of our troops on the lines of communication and at the advanced 

jpomts 

According to the information collected by the Chief of the Staff from 
the Governors of Baku, Erivan, and Elisavetpol, the price of a waggon 
with harness and four horses would he on an average fre.m 7U0 to 750 roubles, 
and the fulfilment of the order would take from three weeks to a month. As 
the collection at the receiving points of the purchased waggons would require 
not a little time, and the formation of separate convoys out of them and 
the assignation to these of drivers from the different corps presented 
various difficulties and disadvantages. Prince Melikoff thf.ught it better 
to form the wheeled transport required for Trans-Caspia out of the 
regimental waggons of the 19th, 20th, and 21st Divisions. He, therefore, 
gave the following orders on the basis of information given by the Divisional 
Commanders. 

(1) The 800 waggons, &c., will be furnished as follows : — 


IQih Division 
20th « 
mst I, 


, 113 waggons, 
107 „ 

80 


462 hoi’ses, 
428 „ 

320 „ 


and 124 drivers.f 

If 118 ,, 

88 


(2) The purchase of horses will be carried out by Divisional Com- 
manders. The average cost of each hoi*se with its transport to head-quarters of 
regiments will not exceed 1 00 rouiles, except for those purchased by tbe 
Commander of the 19th Division^ who will be allowed 5 roubles extra per horse 
in consequence of the circumstances pointed out by him. In addition^ travel- 
ling money will be granted to the officers detailed by him to buy horses, 
and will be borne by Government as an extra charge over and above the 

/ |3) For the eScpcnsci of the whole operation will be assigned (out of 

credits sat apart for the Trans-Caspian Expedition), and placed at the 


CoIowbI Orod^<jff to OimmU Fivloif, Ho, 
.'f ’ipi# Isivor per ow MViJr to ©very ro 
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clii^posal of the Cumraanders of Divisions, a sum of 139,500 rouhlet as 

fcJlows 


For the piireliape of horses 
For the repair of wag^oii'i 
For travelling expenses of ofRcei-s 
Fur supply of horses for a month and 
their joiirnej to ports, in advance 


10th BiTision. SOth Dhjsiion. SIsfe IhTi^ian, 

47,460 roubles 42,800 roubles S 2 ,trM> roubles 

4,0^jO „ 

740 „ 


5,000 


5/sOO 


2M)0 


Total 58,200 roubles 47 s 8 r>l} roubles 88 /*^ Hj roifbies 


(4) The waggons and their horses will be ready to leave reginiefiial heari- 
qiiarters; with the 19th and 20th Divisions by the 1st (Lith) ^iareh, and with 
the 21st Division by the 21st February (5th Mareh)- Arningernents for the 
despatch of the transport from its stations to the ports uf embarkation : 
Petrovsk and Baku (the b 1th Shirvan Regiment) will he left to Commanders of 
Divisi ms, but the waggons belonging to each regiment will be formed into a 
special convoy, exceit tnose of the Crimean and ^Stavropol iCgiiiieiits, whioli 
will be united into one. A special oliicer wdil be told oif to each cemvoy till it 
is handed over in Kramovodsk. 

{5j Till their departure fToin their stations, the waggons and horses will 
be in charge of committees, and will be inspected by the Bn’gade or Divisional 
Commafulers, Arter\vai*ds tliey will be inspected by special committees at the 
ports of embarkation, Hjik II and Petrovsk.'^ 

Tins transport arrived in Trans-Caspia at the end of April, and was handed 
over to the Intendatit of the Force. In expectation of its arrival, an oiieer 
had been sent over to Baku to buy tools for the workshops required to keep 
such, a large number of waggons in repair. 

While these arrangements were being made, Creaeral Skobeleff asked 
Major Spolathog for precise information as to the number of camels which 
could be delivered hy the Tekkes, the dates of delivery, and the conditions of 
hire to carry stores from the terminus of the railway to Askhabad, and lie 
insisted upon tiie necessity of obtaining camels for the Turkistan detaelimeiit. 
At this time (in February) the Tekkes with their cattle had begun to come 
in large masses into the oasis ; and, as they required grain, they willingly 
began to hire out their camels. In cousequenc© of this the purchase of 
camels from the Yamuts was stopp^^d, all the more so as Muliamniad- 
Oraz, who had been sent across the Atrak, had proposed to buy camels 
at a medium price of 120 fonbles^ 140 to 150 being given for a good 
animal. t 

General Pavloff had been sent to Trans-Caspia in consequence of the death 
of General Petrusevitch, who had been the assistant of the Commander of the 
Expedition in military and civil matters, and in place of whom General Skt^bc- 
leff requested the Commaoder-in-Chief to send some one capable of replacing 
him in the very possible event of his own death. The choice fellupcui PavDif, 
who was placed at General Skobeleff^s disposal. He arrived at Krasnovodsk 
m the very day of the capture of Gok-Tapa, but still the Commander-in-Chief 
brdorod him to join General Skobeleff with a view to his explaining what was 

• E«pOft from Umet&l Prliice Melikolf, A. I>. C. to It# C<jwammier 4 »-Chief ot Armx, 

404 , 4 ftfc«d 12 t!i (Mih) February : ' . , . 

t Diary of tine Staff of the 1'n*iis-Oi!5|Mai> Field Fow, No. 3S, Part 11, 375 and 

f7^; Ijisfcnictkiw fronj fekuUdeff, No. 1020, dateil Oth (ISth) Febroiiry 1861 1 fdegmiii from 
"Boi#, Ho, 2§i, dated 6th (IStli) Fubru&ry.-**-.d[«^4or. 


to be flnne after tlie fall of Gok-Tapa, both in tlie way of establisbin^ ourselves 

firmh' ill the and the unniber of troops I’pcpared for^ that purpose, and 
as re<‘iiir.l the nieasiires necessary to supply the troops remaining* in the with 
proTOions and transport, and also with a view to General bkobe eft s being 

ibla to eoiiHiilt !dmi>ersonally as to the fixture admimstratioii otto 

»nd the choice of a person for this piu*pose. i -d^ i « -u ii -n ~ 

On thp way from Krasnovudsk to Ook-Tapa Gfueral Pavloff iPil ill, and on 
ftTrivinff at Bami on tbe 2:3rd January {4tb February) was unable to go furtber. 

H- tberef ore, requested General Skobob-f to eome to Bami, it possible, as lie 
wished to euuverse with him on the following points :-(l) What he consider- 
ed necessary to ask for from tbe Caucasus authorities for tbe troops who were to 
remain in the uasU and on the lines of communication as regards their supply 
with transport, and for what number of troops it was necessary to prepare 
and transput all necessary equipment. (2) What system of adininistration it 
was best to establish in Traiis-Caspia, including the occupied oa-sis. to) BJio 
out of the persons, known to him, he considered best fitted to undertake toe 
ti^overomfuit of the country and the command of the troops on the attainment ot 
the first of the objects of the Expedition,— the conquest of the oa-ns and the 
establishment of our power in it. (4) Whether our position in the oasu did not 
necessitate our taking extraoi-dinary measures with regard to Marv and 
Persia 

The result of this consultation was to be forwarded as soon as possible to 
St. Petersburg, and Pavloff was to return to tbe Caucasus to take measures 
on'tbfe spot to carryout all the plans desired for the Government of Trans- 
Caspia. The sooner, therefore, that Pavloff consulted with General Skobeleff, 
tbe sooner the measures to be taken in the Caucasus could be carried into effect, 
and'the sooner would tbe numbers of the troops to remain in the country be 
' settled.*'^'' ' ' 

General Skobeleff, who was then at Askliabad, in reply to his telegram of 
tbe 20 th eJanuary (1st February) to the Commander-in-Cbicf, in which be 
wrote that it was necessary to settle in the immediate future many epestions 
u£ Imperial moment involving a preliminary fixing of principles, t received 
from the War Minister the following instructions Supposing that these 
questions relate to the definition of our future position in Trans-Caspia in con- 
sequence of your brilliant victory over the Tekkes, His _ Majesty the Emperor 
awaits your ideas on this subject, and in tbe meantime has ordered me to 
communicate to you one general pnneiple, viz., to try to take up such a position 
in Ti-ans-Caspia that the Tekke may be held with the least _ expenditure 
of men and money, and that the order which you have succeeded in establish- 
ing in the country may be continually maintained. These were the objects 
with which the expeditions of 1879 and 1880 were undertaken, and they must 
not now be departed from. In any ease, two conditions must strictly be ad- 
. bered to : under no pretext must any movement of troops be permitted to the 
) , 4asfc of the limits of the ,Tekke oasis, and on no account most Persian terri- 
: tory be vioIaiW. Onr Ambassador at Teheran will enter into _ negotiations 
' (with tlm Persian Government for the delimitation of a frontier, and will 
with you as to the, bases on which this is to be estab- 

‘Ji®bed.”t,.' ' ‘ 

< 1 *^ lia(*ei* from Bfoloff to QmeaH SfcotoWE, dated B£mi, 24th Jaanaiy (5th Fehrnary) 

Mg* 4S2.— 

OMnt Gm&d SloMef* Ho* toed 20tli tomiry (7tli Feb* 


On refelving ?avloif*s letter, General Skobeleil left Askiiabikl an tlie 
*2>th Jiiiiiuuy ffJtli February), liaviog given over the i-oiiifnaiitl of tbe 
forcf3 to Colonel Prince Eristotf, and he arrived at Baini on tiie ^Ziid (Iktlij 
.Fetfriiary. 

A.t this time the situation, in Trans-Caspia was as follows : — ' 

The troops were thus distributed : — (1) In camp at Ifok-Tiqia under 
Colonel Artsishevski, 27 1 com.panifesr ? 7.3 guns.* (2) At Iviihna (Oid) 

Cjok-Tapa under Culoaei Kuropatkln, the.Turkistan detachment, which was 
preparing for its return march, 3 companies, 2:i' 2 ginis.f (3) At 

Askhabad, under Colonel Prince Eristoff, S| companies, 4iSufnim and scpiadrons, 
10 guns. X (d) On the Atrak and Mieliaelovsk lines' and on that from Banii 
to Gok-Tapji thedistriluition of the infantry was the same as in Deceinl/er I8b0, 
except that Kalat had l)een abandoned and the dth company Criineaii llegi- 
ment had on the otli (17th) January ^joined the force besieging G<.)k- 
Tapa, the Trans-Cas}>ian Battalion had been moved to Baini r/oee to the 
Mieliaelovsk line to relieve the Stavropol Kegiment, which had been t(tM off to 
occupy Asldiabad, and the i 0th coin pany Crimean Regiment had been detailed 
as the garrison of Samurskoye. The distribution of the cavalry was as fol Levs : — 
Bami, ist sofnia Poltava and f of 5th sotuia Taman Cossacks ; Arcinnan, | of 
otli sotida Taman Cossacks ; Duran and Samurskoye each | of the ;jrd .sidnm 
Taman Cossacks. § 

In place of General Annenkoff, coramanding the lines of communi 
who had proceeded to St. Petersburg, to reeo%mivfr mi his wound, on the 2^hh 
Jaiiiiary (Ist February) Colonel I vanoff of the General Staff had beim app finUfd. 
Colonel Barmin hsid been appointed commandant of the Mieliaelovsk, and Lieu- 
t^mant-Coloiiel Doie of the Atrak line, the latter after the death of General 
Bronevski. 

The non-mobilised battalions of the 21st Division had, in ccmsequence of 
sickness and losses in action, become so weak that their companies could net 
turn out more than 25 tiles, and the mohilisc\l battalions of that Division and 
the 3rd Ilattaiion Crimean Regiment, which had taken part in the siegp of 
Gok-Tapa, had also suffered great losses. Tliis had forced the Cimi mender of 
the Expedition, before the fall of Gok-Tapa, to ask fur drafts both of moti 
and of officers (28) to he sent from tiie Caucasus. On the 3 Ist January (12ih 
February), the drafts for the battalions of Iho Apsheron and Daghistau 
luents and parts of those for the Stavropol regiment and artillery, in all H 
officers and 739 men, arrived at Krasnovodsk, After tliat, on the 4<th (Idtli), 
and 5th (17th) lAhriiary, there arrived 13 officers and 577 men, giving a total 
<>£*■21 officers and 1,316 men. The drafts whkdi had arrived on the «31st Jan- 
uary {12t!i February) were ordered to be detained at Krasnovodsk, excofifc 
those for the Stavropol Regiment, which were to be sent forward, and on the 1 2th' 

* ink Comimny Uriineaa, 3rcl Bsittaliou Stavropol, Sril ami 4th Ist awl liaff 

Companies Daghlstaii, 1st and Battalions Samar ami 3rti Battalion Slnrvsw Me}?imont«G ««PF t 
company, ist, and, and 6th Sotnf'm, I’anian, Ist and 3rd 5th Orenburg, and 5th iwii^ i>lh 

i^oimiasof .Lal» Goasaeks, 3rd and4fch Batteries, leth, -J of Ist anti 6fcli Battery 21st Brigade, Xaval 
Battery, Isfc, ijind, and Srtl Mobile 16 mortars, 45th Divisional AininunStiaii Golttmn, fti«i 

the heliograph ?e do Lae I » men t, — A%ih^r, 

t Ist and Ei6e companies iBth, and 3rd «>mpiiay 5th Tnrkistin Bine Battalion, l«l S^imn 
Oronbnrg, 5tli Solnm 2nd Ural Cossacks, JEocket Section, and 1 division 4t!i Battery, lA TBrki6tf.» 
Artillery Brigade. — Author^ 

X 4th Battalion Baghistin, Ist Battalion Eegiment, | sapper cctpany, ffivMloa of 

I>mgootts, 2nd 5th Orenlnirg, 2ad Boi'mu BidtAva Cos^ks, 4tli Baitcry, 2C|th Brigtie, 

Horse Mountain Division.— ' 

liistowteons to Arteishevski, Ifo. 390, dated 22nd Jawiiary (3r4 FebriMry) ISSi*.’— 
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(Eltli) February, after the consultation between General Skobeleff and Pavloff 
as to the return of the troops to the west coast of the Caspian, a teleg'ram was 
seat to Tiflis to stop more drafts being sent from the Caueasiis for the troops 
who were to return.* 

As military operations were at an end, the volunteer detachments of Sub- 
Lieutenant Yoropanoff, and Yexaul Tserenjalo'ffi, the iioeket Battery, and 
the 1st, 2nd, and *jvd ^Mobile Batteries were broken up. 

On the both January (1 1th February), the number of sick and wounded in 


the various hospitals and ambulances was as follows :• — 

OffieftTs. ■ ' , . Men. 

In the United IL'spihds; of the Reel CrosK and Saratir Begiinent 15 , 131 

In No. 4 'feinporary Field Hospital .... 4 , l*i8 

In the I'anii Ho'-p’tal ... ... ... 5 41 

In tlw Huzadlnro If alf Hospital ... ■, ... .2 72 

In tin? Khvvuja-Kidji Huspitul ... ... ■ ... UB 


In eonseqnenee of the unsrinitary state of the places round Gok-Tapa, and 
espoeially on the lisies of c ommunication, typhus bad broken out, though n<4. 
yet ill an epidemic form. To improve the sanitary state of the troops, the 
camp at Gok- Fapa had bfpn moved f nan the trenches to afresh position on 
the Oporni stream, to the left of the Stavropol redoubt, and from it the ganak 
son of the p )st on the hili of Gok-Tapa was relieved every day. To give 
more open space in the interior of the fortress, all the kibdkan were taken ^ut 
of it, and they were handed oyer partly to the troops and partly to the returu- 
ing inhaldtants, and parts of the rampart were demolished. 

The sick and wounded were removed from tlie medical establishments at 
Gok-Tapa to No. 4 Temporary Fiekl Hospital and thence t<> Bami, 158 men 
in all being sent to the rear from Gok-Tapa between the 15th {:17th.} and 2bth 
January i7th February}* Thest* were ('urried iVcm Gok-Tapa and Samurskoye, 
Oil the carts and waggons of the Red Cross, and from Barni on SansieiUs 
and on the vvagg-uis of the Red Cross. On the 17th (2Uth) January, 
the plenipotentiary of the Red Cross Society, Prince SliakR>vski, was appointed 
Superintendentdn-Chief of the evacuation service. 

The* measures taken to supply the troops with provisions and transport 
have been mentioned abv>ve. 

The railway, which on the 29t.h January (10th February), hnd been com- 
pleted to Aidin, Imd ,nat been pushed further forward for want of sleepers. 

The telegraph lino from Band had been brougdit up to Aixdiman, telegrajdi 
poles having been obtained by destroying houses at jMureha and Durun, and, 
in. addition, Colonel Artsishevski had discovered wood in the Clmli gorg-e, had 
made a road thither, an<l had sent the brd Battalion Stavropol Regiment to cut 
telegraph p des.f The permanent telegraph line, so far as it was finished, had 
been handed over to the administration of the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, 
and had been included in the riflis district lines. In consequence of its being 
detached irora the others, a special telegraph official, Baron tin gh off- Sell eel, 
bad been appointed to superintend on the spot, the correspondence on the Trans- 
Cwpian linesii and the carrying out of the regulations for stations. J 

' 'i. Wtgmms fwwa Hawakki, dated February, No. 484, Pavloff No. 337, lyanoff 

No. 

4tlt "{10f^) Fetraary 1881, "No. 'B71 . "" 

Appeittdix: S3— State of the Kiotes and stations constraoted by the War 

11 with a view to their beliig made over to the Department of tbe Miaister 

Wei?rapbs.** SkobeleS bad asked In October I8S0 for m inspector of telegraphs 

tel# 'to , hi appointwk awl fpt alt ^S5®dlo®» to be pni* under the TMis adininisteation.— * 
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During January all was quiet on the lines of eommimieatloBj and only on 
tliebth ( 26 th) did eight horsemen approaeh a post at Khwaja-Kala.;, and a band 
of 50 men was noticed near Khar-OIum. 

It had been decided to allow the Trans-Atrak Tamuts to nornaflizo in our 
territory^ provided they paid to Government a tax of 1 roMe per kihitl'a pen* 
.month.* , , 

At Bami;, and afterwards Gok-Tapa, whither General Sko’oelefT returned 
on the t(th (ISth) February to finish up the military operations, it vras d<^eided 
ill consultation with General Pavloff'to leave in Trans-Caspia G battalions of the 
IDth Division, the Taman Cossack Regiment, two HotnmH of the Laha Cossacks, 
and the 4th Battery of the 19th and the 6tb of the :2 1st Artillery Brigade* The 
troops remaining were to he distributed as folhnvs: — Railway Battalion on the 
Miehaelovsk line, from Miehaelovsk to Aidin and further as the eonstrueti^m 
of the railway advanced; at Kazanjik and Kizil-Arvat, 2 companies of the 
Trans-Caspian Battalion, and % companies of the same at Krasnovodsk ; on the 
x\trak line, on which the stations of Kara ja-Batir, Chat, iarsakan, and Band- 
Hassan were to be abolished, 5 companies of the Crimean Regiment and 2 
mtnius of Laba Cossacks; on the line from Barni to Gok-Tapa, 7 companies 
of the Crimean Regiment and 2 mt>nias Cossacks; at Askhabad, 

three battalions of the Stavropol Regiment, 3 ioiniua of Taman Cossacks, and 
two batteries. 

The battalions of the 21st Infantry Division, the dragoons, the Poltava and 
Orenburg Cossacks, and all the rest of the field artillery were to be sent over to 
the west coast of the Caspian in February and i\Iarch. The 4{li Battery 2ljth 
Brigade was to hand over eight ammunition waggons to the 4th Battery 19th 
Brigade, so that the latter might have twelve such wagg-ons, and the (54) horses 
for those waggons were to be taken from the 45th Divisional Ammunition 
Column, Pour pack-animals per gun were to be added to the oth-2 ist Brigade, 
so as to have seven ammunition pack-horses for each gun, the horses to be taken 
from the 4th-20th Brigade. In both remaining batteries, five divisions were to 
be formed, 4:i horses being taken for this purpose from the 45lh erduinn and 
the 4th-£0th Brigade. These (reserve) divisions w^ere to be formed, so as 
to enable eight bronze guns and eight two-wheeled ammunition carts to be 
horsed. 

For the care of the artillery depots at Askhabad and Bami, a personnel 
%vas told off from the eompanv of the Gunib Fortress xlrtillery, and in the 
former depdt were to be kept all the bronze guns, mortars, rockets, and 
ammunition of the former mobile batteries and camel and other harness for 
the guns and waggons. In the Bami dep6t were to be collected all the new 
artillery stores sent over from the west coast of the Caspian and all those re- 
maining at Chikishliar, Chat, Diiz-Olum, and Bami itself. . Artillery work- 
shops, fitted with matMel sent from Petrovsk, were to be fonisf^d at Bami, 
and artificers were to be sent up temporarily from Petrovsk to Askhabad to 
repair the artillery matSrwl there.f 

As after the operations had ceased, there remained about 3,400,000 rounds 
of infantry and cavalry Berdan and more than 15,000 of artillery ammualtion, 
it would not be necessary to send over for the first few years any more ammuni- 
tion. The batteries of steel guns (except tibe heavy battery of the 2 1st Brigade) 
Were to l«ave all their ammanition in Tmns-Gaspia on sterting for the Cku- 
caeas. 

^ Tetegwip fwjioa SkoWeff to 0oif, No. 102$, 6tli (IS&t) F«*bra&i 7 1S81.— 

“ . t' tlie dfckf oi the Staff, dat^ 0©k*fap^ dated 9th (21st) Fehmmj 3M1.— 
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In view of tlie extreme dearness of all necessities of life^ field rations for 
one year were to be left for all troops and administrations temporarily remaining' 
in the country. Ft.>r those troops permanently remainino^'in the country and 
fnr the troops' at Krasnovodsk and at Mangishlak, field rations were to he 
abolished. As regards tlm supply of provisions in kind to the men, the experience 
of the Expedition had shewn that the established issue of sea-rations was too 
large ; the soldier could not eat all the different articles supplied in a clay. 
The hdloving was considered asuiiicient ration : — 

Flour and biscuit as laid <lown, groats, 17x2 oz., ghi *75 oz., cabbage * kolb.j 
pepper in grains *0:2-1 oz., laurel leaves ’0:2=1 oz,, salt 1*5 oz., fruit acids *6 r>z. 
(or jr measure of vinegur), meat *f3lb. per diem, sugar in winter 1*8 lbs, 
(in summer 2’71bs.), and tea 4*8 oz. per month. All other objects compos- 
ing the ration, such as rice, garlic, onions, wheat flour, and spirits, were to be 
struck out. 

Supply-depots were to lie established at Knisnovodsk, at Miehaelovsk, at 
the terminus of the railway, and at Askhaba(l,all of the ’2n<l edass, wdtli expense 
stores at Chikishliar, I)uz-OIum, Yagli-Oliim, Khwaja-Kala, Bami, Durun, 
anti Gok-Tapa, The troops stationed at places where there were no supply- 
depdts were to draw their supplies from the nearest magazines, using their 
company horses for the purpose, and for this there were to be left 2 park 
waggons per company and 2 for the Staff of each battalion, in all 10 per bat- 
talion and 2 per battery ; each eolnia was to have one park waggon, and the 
^^ual establishment of pack-horses. 

There was no immediate urgency for providing provisions and other sup- 
plies. The troops detailed to remain in the country (8,00f^ menj were provided 
with flour and groats to last till the 1st (16th) January 1882, consequently it 
was only necessary to send supplies of those articles to last from the 1st 
(16th) January to the 1st (16th) July 1882. Of other articles, over and above 
those in the dej3dts, it was necessary to send to Trans-Caspia : — sugar 416 
cwt., tea 192 cwt., ghi^ 1,408 cwt., pepper 28*8 cwt., laurel leaves 62 ewt., 
fruit acids 960 cwt., and vinegar 7,290 gallons. The troops were to supply 
themselves with vegetables and cabbage from their own kitchen gardens, with 
the exception of those on the Atrak line (for whom a supply to last till J st 
(13th) July would have to be delivered at Chikishliar), and those at 
Krasnovodsk and on the Miehaelovsk line (for whom a supply for a year would 
have to be sent to Krasnovodsk). Directly after the capture of Gok-Tapa, 
orders had been sent to Moscow, Baku, and Persia tor seed for kitchen 
p^dens. 

There was an 8 months'^ supply of oats in the district. Up to the 1st (16th) 
July 1882, liU,400 cwt. would be required, and General Skobeleff had taken 
measures to have 16,01)0 cwt. prepared in Perda, while the remainder w^as to 
be got ready by the Caucasus Intendanee. Hay was to be collected locally* 
,i%„ (lift, mm and in the valleys of the Clmndir and Sumbar, whither, 
after the capture of Gok-Tapa, detachments had been sent to cut the old 

^ ,, If it were ' mken m a basis of ^enMion that, nnder the climatic condi- 
of Trans*-C»p% ^^th of the toliil strength would always be iu hospital, 
with a constotWicmtw of the sick to the west coast of the Caspian, 
would he neee^iy to have hc^piW* accommodation up. to. 490 beds^ to- be 
^ foHows > — At Askhlib4d> B4mi (on the completion of the railway, to 

' imm I© #it €aacww latmdsace, iatoi Sfch (20fe1i) Wehtmtf 
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Kizil-Arvat), ami Krisiiovotlsk, hospitak/with 100 Ws 4=*aeli. At Chikisliliar 
50 beds, and at Diiz-Olum and Gak-Tapa^ 30. ' beds each. All these hospitals 
were to be formed by the sanitary establishments already w’orkifi^ in the 
..district f the other military field hospitals were to be closed, and wereAo leave 
tlieir storeys and 200 spare beds in Trans-Caspia. ■ 

Local treasuries were to be established on the same footin|^ as the district 
treasuries of the Empire, one at Kras.aovodsk, and the other at the Pro- 
vincial Ilead-qnarters. They were to be. placed under the Baku Financial 
.Circle*.. 

Telegmpli offices were to be maintained at K-rasnovodsk, at all the statiims on 
the railway, at Bami, Gok-Tapa, Askhabad., Cliikishliar, Duz-Oluin, and all 
the other stations on the Atrak line. ' 

After the departure for the west'eoast of the"B battalions of the 21st Divi-* 
sion, of the artillery, cavalry, and spare liosputak a large niimler of kiUJkcx^ 
Ifulameika-^y and tents remained in the district, which amply siilliced for the 
troops remaining behind.* 

Idle Field (h;>ntrol was closed at the same time as tlie other departments 
of the Field Force formed for the Expedition. The verification of accounts of 
receipts and payments was then handed over to The Baku and Tifhs Finaiieial 
Circles according as the expenditure was incurred by tlie civil or military 
ad ministration, t 

Finally, a project for the temporary administration of the Trans-Caspian 
District and for the establishments of the various administrative services was 
drawn up. x\s bases for this were used the temporary rules lor the admin- 
istration of the Trans-Caspian District, the temporary rules for the admin- 
istration of the Trans-Caspian Military Division, the establishments for the 
field administrations of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, and the data wliich had 
been collected in January. 

At Gok-Tapa General Skobeleff was met 1>) a large crowd of many 
thousand Tekkes returning from the desert. At this time Alajor Spolaibf>g 
had issued authority for some 1,700 to settle. The r^^port of our 

humane treatment and of the returning fugitives being supplied with seed 
for sowing, IiibifkaH^ clothes, and houseiiold utensils, had spread not only 
to the Tajand hut even to if ary, and fugitives began to return from the 
latter. To induce the inhabitants' to return more quickly to their houses 
General Skobeleff issued a new proclamation to the people of Akhal as 
follows : The brother of the great Russian Emperor, the Lieutenant of 

thf? Caucasus, to whom the people of Akhal are now subject, in his boundless 
solicitude for the people now entrusted to his care, has sent hither a person 
trusted by him| to learn all the needs of the Tekkes. The Lieutenant of the 
Caucasus has ordered grain to be given to the people, and this has been done. 
1 am convinced that the Tekkes will value the mercy shown them by the 
brother of the Emperor. Wise people have returned to their houses. There 
are still, however, some foolish iiersons who listen to various passei s-by and 
will not settle in the Atak* I w^arn them that 1 have iked a time by 
which they must return to settle in the omu. All who do not appear by that 
time trill be treated as traitors and vagabonds. And I, you know, always 
mean what I say/^ 

'• • 1%^ 6f ill# Askii# sectiou of fclie Geueml Stiiffi, IS81, Ho. 13, 54— ^ 

f Report fwwi Cfeerer^Mki to tlie <3oaii3iioder . of fcU# Expedition, No. US, dated ISfch 
Febmiry ISf?!.— 

J Here Piv Irf# wlig ww tepfwiaiited to tb# as tbo Ltontenaat teat irtioi 
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Strict orders were again issued to tlie troops to treat the people kiudh^ 
and to take Hothiog without pajmeut. On the 6th (IStli) February a liacl 
ea^e o£ ill-treatment was punished by the culprit being shot. Bombardiei* 
Lavrenti Titoff of the 6rd Mobile Battery had rushed in a drunken 
state into the Idbitkji, of a Tekke family, killed a man, and wounded two 
Women.* 

The oam avssuraed a perfectly peaceful appearance, and the Tekkes 
})!*<>< ceded to irrigate and cultivate their liekls, to set their mills 
gning, &e. Single horsemen could ride about without danger, and the 
escoit for convoys was reduced from 25 to 15 men. Postal Cimimuriieation 
between Gok-Tapa and Askhabad wms kejpt up l)y Jigik hired from the 


Tekkea. 

On leaving for Barni to meet the Chief of the Staff of the Caucasus Mili- 
tary District, General Skobeleff,, as above stated, had handed over the command 
of the troops at Askhabad to Colonel Prince Eristoff. At the time of the 
departure of the Comm.iuder of the Expedition, the garrison of Askhabad laid 
provisions to last till the 0th (ISth) February, and three clays artranvanls 500 
camels arrived from Gok-Tapa with supplies for ten days for 4,000 men. 
On their arrival the force, 1,500 strong, was provided for till the 15th (:27tli) 
March. It had meat for fifteen days, and within that time Gromoff was bound 
to deliver 500 head of cattle ; if, ho W' ever, for any cause, Gromoff failed to 
catty this out, Prince Eristoff was authorised to buy meat in Persia. The 
latter was given the following instructions. He was forbidden to make any 
movements except rpconnaissances to Izgaiid, Kalta-Cliinar, and Grivars, and 
movements to the latter W'ere not to be undertaken with a smaller fores than 
2 companies, with the division of dragoons and artillery. Tekkes arriving at 
AskMbad to make their submission ^vere to be assisted to settle in their 
former houses, and those whose houses lay near Gok-Tapa and beyond 
it towards Bami were to be sent to Major Spolatbog at Gok-Tapa. No 
Kurds were to be allow^ed to plunder the Tekkes, and offenders were to be 
brought before a court-martial and their sentences carried out, a report only 
. being tua<le to Genei'al Skobeleff. As often as possible scouts were to be sent" 
/ to Annan, Gavars, and into the desert. A large sum out of the extraordinary 
allowance was left at Prince Eristoff '’s disposal. f 
y ' According to those orders, on the 5th U^^th) February Prince Eristoff left 
Askhabad %vith two companies, 1st Battalion Sliirvao Regiment, the division 
of dragoons, and a division of the 4th Battery 20th Brigade, to make 
a reconnaissance towards Gavars, 30 versU {20 miles) off. On the capture 
of Gok-'.rapa, the inhabitants of Gavars had fled to Daragaz ; but hearing 
' that the Tekkes had been permitted to settle on their former lands, they 
began to return home again. About a verd mile) from the village 
, the detaehment was met by all the inhabitants, and the oldest of them 
■ aidffssed Prince Eristoff as follows : You have been sent here by our con- 

^ In the name of all the people of G£vars I congratulate him, you, and 
troops* God has done everything well for you* The best men of Gavars 
W|i'^kdefen4 Dangil-Tapa and most of them have |)erished there, 
lave taken' the hitherto impregnahfo Dangil-Tapa, What now remains for 

US' who' 'still livet W© bow ourselves'to our conquerors 'and ask pardon for our 

'fo: ioque0h'''^^the'.Gene3al 'to juffer:.:us.to^.go.„on 

^ UoKti'al /CWw Ho* I'orco, dated 7feii (lOtt) Febroi^.ry 1881.-^ 
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to .Ery»€> Ho. 817,- 28tli ' laiimry '(9t1i Fetruory) 1881.- 


819 



wit'll our 1 ui>' Ini nil ry. Tlieii we sliall honourably fulfil our promises aii«i carry 
c»ut liis denuuicls/^* 

Thus tile whole oi/sis had been traversed by our troops, and there was no 
|H}mt \vhere oiir |>i-\Ter was iinknrwviwt After passing the night at Gaiars, 
Prince Ihi'stndrs fore^ returned to Askhabad* 

Of the Tekke fugitives, a, bunt :2,00ij blifkaf^ still reniained on the Tujai d 
naJer Tjighma-Sirilar, who prevented them fr«an retarning by saying that 
all who return would be killed. Those partisans of 1 agliina-Siniilr, talwing* 
advantage of the tract of land between Askhabad and Oa\ai*s being iiiioeciipivfl 
by iis, began to appear there and carried oil several of our Tekkes inti* eaptivilv, 
and on the 9ih (2 let) February the interpreter attached to the Asklail ad 
Force, Ensign Giizelklmn<4' (a Tatar of Dagiiistaii}, who had k‘fii scut, by 
Prince Eristuil to Daragaz to buy barley, was seized by them on the ruid It*- 
tweeii Annan fiiicl Kalta-Chinar and carried oif to *Marv by hair hVkke*.;! 
hlio Aklidl-Tekkes who hud returnrd to the on lieariijg of this u>kLd i\ r 
arms to light against the people of i\Iarv, as they feared I hat tijp}* migLt be 
c*»tifmindcd with the rahlers. Any iTiovcment of our troops beyonr! the eoA/.s* 
was forbidden by Imperial command. li we rnovfd on to iheTajand w« sir add 
inevitably come into eoliisiou with the people of !J!arv, and we had riomeane of 
operating against that pFice. The preparations for such an expeditiuij would 
take at least a year, and for a movement on the Tajaiid only 8 e«mipiiides, H 
guns, and 6 with 10 days^ supplies could ho spared. Such a force 

would have to return the day after it reatdied the Tajancl, and experience had 
shewn that any nnvement in retreat in Central Asia is only looked upon in a 
bad light. General Skobeleff therefore resolved to confine himself to the point's 
already oceujued by us in the crov/.v and lu^t lu move on to the Tajund wiiliinit 
orders,; but if the people of i^larv dared to move bejuud (iavars, they were to 
be attacked. 

The disquieting rumours from the Tajand did not, however, stop the depar- 
ture of the troops for the west coast. Ilie 1st Battalion of the l)ag}iistari 
and the 4th of the Apsheron Eegiment, and half of the 1st Battery 21st 
Brigade had already moved to the ports of embarkation§ and the division 
of dragoons had orders to leave Gok-Tapa on the 12th (24th) February for 
Bami and Krasnovodsb. The waggons on which the dragoons were carrying 
their baggage had already gone some distance on the road to Samiirskoye 
when a report, dated lltli (23ri) February, w^as received from Prince Eiis toff 
at Askhabad to the effect that a party of the people of Marv, consisting of 
7,000 infantry and 6,000 cavalry, had left that place and were marehiiig on 
Askhabad with a view to attacking it. The xu'obabihty of this report being 
true, was increased by the fact of the Persian traders who lisd come to Asklmbaci 
from Daregaz having suddenly left the former place. jj At tli© same time, 
from information gathered from Tekkes at Gok-T’apa who had arrived from 
the Tajand, it was ascertained that about 3,000 of the men of Marv had actu- 
ally been in that omis, and that, on the conclusion of their agricultiiral 
labours, they had departed, leaving o nly 400 men behind m a guard o ver the 

from Friuce Eri4off, No. 36, ctefeeU 7tb i? ^^^srtsary ISBl. JuiMor* 

' f iytHymvm wrote in Octoljer that one defeat at 0ok'Tii|m would \m gnffidcfiit to eowplefely 
rtii.stence of the Tekke®, as all their arrnal wm mwGuimied tliew. After 

tiif diAat oaviliy Irsd retreated oa Marf, bnt tlielr infantry, liasd fallen Into onr liiuttkls.— • 
Auikw* 

t Bepti'fwffl Prince Irlstoff, No. 38, dated 9tlt (SIsI) Welmmtf 1881.— 

§ Tew®ra»ffOi!a Pl.vloff to tise Coi»inMidef-iii*Chsiel,llo;‘ 46, dated IStb Fefei‘iiar|’ ISSli 
SkoWet, No. 856, daM mt (Ifth) mrmfy 1881.— 

I Eeportifoin P^tew Mristoff, No. 66, dated lllb (^id) I#lwa«y 1881.— 


Tlte Tekk<*s who this information had heard nothing of an Juteii- 
ti 01 id/ attaekiiio’ A>‘khabad, and did not think such an attack possible, 
ah hough bands of from 5 to 10 marauders might probably appear.* ^ The Com- 
mander (d the Expedition, who had intended to go to Ivra«novodsk with 
(reneral Pavloff, put off his departure, as he at that time received instructions 
from the Ambassador to reconnoitre in the direction of Gavars. He ordereil 
the baggage of the dragoons to turn hack, and, as an answer to the disquieting 
rumours fritm Askhabad, resolved to move all his disposable cavalry and 
tlia br'.>nze guns up to that place.t Having arranged that General Pavlfdt 
slioidil go alone to Kriisnovodsk, on the l£th (2-ith) Pebniary the Commander 
af the Expedition marcdied for xAskhabad with the Division of Drago.ms, the 
:!nd and drd .sofuias 5lh Orenburg Cossacks, and all the bronze guns (except 
h-pcmnders left behind as armament at DaiigibTapa, and 0 mortarsj), and 
arrived there on the 1 itli (20th) February, 

The country to the east of (iavars and as far as Kaakhka may l)e considered 
as a pi'olongation of the Aklial-Tekke (xms, for it belongs to the xVkhal-Tekkes, 
who have lived there from tirne immemorial. According to the information 
gathered by the Staff in 18S0, from Askhabadto Lutiabad, a Daragaz fort, tlie 
distance is about SO rm-Z-s* (53| miles), and that beyond the latter lived AkhaU 
'fekkes, whose oeenpation was agriealture, their tribute to the Persian Govern- 
ment being of their crops for the right of cultivation, while at Kaakhka 
livel Alii is who paid taxps to the same extent. § From the lists of population 
laid before the Commander of the Expedition in February ISSl by our Agent 
Nasirbekoff, it appeared that only two hamlets in the Lutiabad and Shil- 
gian, were occupied by Persians, who paid tribute to the Persian Government 
at the same rate as the others. Of the other places up to Kaakhka, the village 
of Meili was occupied by Turkumans of the Meili elan, and Kaakhka by Alilis, 
while all the others, Clmkhiir-Agil, Kaiishid, Darugan, Klnvaja-Kala, Artik, 
Kessrtvln, Kala-i-ilahtum, Kozgan, Kala-i-]Mir, Shor-Kala, Kuren, and 
A! a khilu, were inhabited by Akbal-Tekkes. Beyond Kaakhka were settlements 
of Alarv-d ekkes, such as Khwaja- Ahmad, Dusliak, Chaliai>L>eh, Alaana, and 
Chacdia, and the Persian fortress of Sarakhs. All these Persia considered as 
belonging to herself under the name of the Atak, i,e,, the Jloor of the Empire. 
Ihe Atak, thanks to its streams and the drainage from tie hills, is remarkable 
> fo’r its fertility* 

TheTmkuman tribes have periodically settled in the Atak and left it again « 
Of late years {ls73-7d) the former I’uler of Daragaz, Daulat-AIurad-Khan, 
drove them from the Atak by a series of raids, but, after his fall, his sueees*. 
sor, Alayar-Klian, permitted them to return to their houses and promised them 
his protection, but required from them a tax of a tenth part of their crops. 
Since that time the ruler of Daragaz, as Nasirbekoff pointed out, has unlaw- 
fully raised this tax and given no account of it to Government, but has con- 
siiered it as what is called in Persian, meiakhiLshehhd^ a tax for his own 

% Colonel Artsislieyski in tka Diary of the Staf of the Force, 18S0, No. 8, 

, . f%ft II*— /Iwllor. 

\ - f* Telef r&ift from PArloff to the Commander-ia-Chief, dated 21st February (6tli March) 

b ; , J Ottly ® mortars were moved up, as there were only S mortar platform^waggons, each of which 
jifedM 2 Four mortan! were ordered, to be left at Gok-Tapa^ a»d the others moved 

,5;; Askhihld hy rie^t couvoy, — Author., ■ ' 

I Hcto by yikhto^Befc-Tairoff. General Fetfdsevitc¥s notes on Khurassin had not yet been 
^ hi liia coawmtlons with Goaasal Skbboleff, Genera! Petuisevitch had only casually 
Atak, as in the prepral^Ef.^iodof the JExpoditlon it was not proposed to 
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lu dmwiiip; rip bis plaii, Lieutenant-Colonel Eutkovski bad taken advan- 
tage of tbo experience of the Akhal-Tekke Expedition^ from which the follow- 
ing eoneinsions bad bean drawn. By day even heavy masses of Tekkes do not 
dare to close with the smallest Russian force. Only wlien they are in enor- 
looiisly s!i]!erior numbers will they attack^ and in doing so they principnllr 
adh<?rr' to [iring and only close to hand-to-hand fighting when their enemy for 
sonne reason or other cannot take advantage of his firearms or has suffered heavy 
loss from their B re. Such were the attacks of the Tekkes on the :11st June 
(•‘3rd Jii1t)j, iSth (oOtli) August, and 25th November (7th December) LShO. 
The only ease in which the}^ have made an attack on a fortified post by 
day was at Kazan jik on the 14th (26th) September. For an attack on 
siieli a post t!}e enemy usually gathered on a dark night, and even then difl 
not always come to close quarters, but confined himself to firing. Such 
an one was the attack oa Khwaja-Kala on the 31st July (Ir-lth August) 
ISSO. ..... 

Quite otiierwise were their tactics at the siege of Gok-Tapa, wlieve infantry 
took part in the fight. For the attack on our entrenchments, the enemy chose 
by prefprenco dark niglits or the interval between the setting of the sun and 
the rising of the moon. He usually crept up to a distance of 100 paces, and 
then made a rush without firing with sword or lance in hand. Sometimes 
the troops suceetyled in liring a volkw, but their bullets generally passed 
over the lieads of the enemy and then they had to enter into an unequal 
fight with c; Id steel whfeh the Telrkes knew well how to handle. J he 
trooiis occupying trenches formed themselves in a most unfavourable situation 
at the decisive mom cut when tb.e enemy appeared on the crest of the 
parii'pet. ■ 

dlio above expcricmec had caused the principle to be adopted in the con- 
striietion of the fort of giving it such a profile as to prevent the enemy from 
coming hand-to-hand with the troops. A very small number of Russian 
soldiers could then Isold out against any force of Tekkes. The best profile 
for tlie work was a mud wall with looplioles or with a banquette arranged 
behind it and of sufficient height to prevent escalade, or an earthen parapet of 
field profile with a broad and wiup dibdi, the scarp of which was made ])er- 
pendicular. As for artificial obstacles the want of wood in Trans-Cas])ia 
prevented any hut a few military pits being used. 

On these principles the project for the fortified post at Askiiabad was 
drawn up Placed at ihe western edge of the village, it consisted or a main 
rampart (with flank defence for its ditch), surroniuling a mound which com- 
manded all the environs and a rediict on the mound itself. The garrison 
was fixed at a battalion of infantry, a sotuia, and 10 guns. Inside the citodel. 
were buildings for the artillery store, and inside the main rampart those for 
the hospital and sxipply magazine. Baths and bakeries were placed outside 
the rampart but within rifle range of it^ 

At the same time that Taghma-Sirdar proposed to form a corps of 2,000 
horsemen for the defence of Marv, a letter was received there from Persia in 
which it was proposed that the people of Marv should become Persian subjects, 
400 famihes migrating to Persia as hostages. The people of Marv, for the 
sake of the Mussulman religion, should become subjects of ihe Shah. If they 
become subjects of the Russian Tsar, the Mussulman n.ligion vill fall to the 
'ground in Turkumania. In consequence of the murder tjf the Tsar there is 
trouble in Russia and the old Russians fight with the new. The Cauertsas has 
risen and soon the Russians will have to evacuate Akbdi-Tekke and quit Trans- 
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Caspia. . ^As if. to, eonfiriii this^ "news ■ was ' received tliat tlie Rasskiis were 
evacuating LiitfabM^^ , and. in the 'assemblj ■ it was decided to let neither 
■Grnzelkhaiioff nor .Kidyajeffi go' free, to' imsten the eomplctioii of the 
fortress, and to mount .on, it t'he 'gims' wliieh hitherto had been distributed 
among* the cmls of each of .the four' tribes into., which the Tekkes are 
divided,. 

O^Donovan poiu'^ed out. to the people that if they.'Cot sented to ])(,'eome th«:‘ 
servants of England, the latter w^oukl take 'nn money from them and wraild 
not let the Russians come near tliem."^ ' He ■'eontijiiied to assure them that 
English troops were arriving at Herat; but after Donovan had twic-e 
iiieiitioiied the date at wliicdi . the pro.m keel subsidy was to arrive and his 
promise had nfdther time bee..ii fulfilled, the Tekkes believed him no more and 
even paid no attention to liis proposal to convert their cannon intc* rilled guns. 
The coDStnietioh of the fortress went ..on quickly. f On it latterly d,000 ' men 
were employed. There were 30 guns and 2 mortars, all withunt carriages. 
All these were Persian guns wdiich had been taken wlien the whole Persian 
arniy vvas eaptiired in 1861, and had been divided among the four Tekke 
trilips. Tliey were the pride of the people of jHarv and as dear to them as 
tlieir freedom. 

Abbas- Khan, a, s we were informed from Alashad, continued to keep up 
constant redations witli iMarvand tried to spread a report at Mashad that Eng- 
land was negotiating wdth Russia with a view to ]>reveni-i ng the latter frun 
moving forward in the direction of the iMurghab. From this oireumstance 
the con(‘lusion was natural that tno English embassy had informed Abbas- 
Khau of our relations with England and that the British Agent had 
been ordered, to y^orsne the realizatiun of those great projects which could 
have no other aim than to throw ditlieulties in our way on our advance 

tO' .Marv.J.. 

Kevertliele^s, the yieopleof iluiw gave us no trouble and eonceniraf(?d their 
energies, on defensive in'ea sores. ' (jiizelkhanoii was freed from captivity. 
..The party .de.siriiig* peace, \vas. strong, 'vvhilst the war part}’, not being al^le to 
..deeiile upon open hostilities against us, ■awaited events. Ocnenil Skobelcif 
received letters from Marv from Khwaja-Kuli-fvhan, the brother of Kaushid- 
Ivhan, rroni Khdliik-Pai, and from Sari-jJek. They expressed their readiness 
to serve the llnssisu iEmperor if only he would not demand the surrender td 
their anus, and would nottuueh their wives and children. lliUibammad-Yiuuf- 
khaii repoi'ted at Askliabad that his brother Mahtiim-Kuli-Ivhan was ashamed 
to return to Aklail, where he had been deprived of his honour and glory, but 
that he, iiiihaminad-Yiisuf-Khan, and their mother, Gul-Jamal-Khari, 
had, h.iwever, |)a<dfied Ylalitum by saying that there w’as no sluirne in it at 
all. IE the Akhal-Turkuraans had been conquered by Kurds x»r Persians 
or YamCit Tiirkumans, there would be shame in it but there was none in 
being conquered by the great YVliite Ts&. Under the influence of these 

Lettvr from ^UiiliaiumatUVuriuf-IvliaTi to tliu Kliaii of Khiva in the Blaiy of the Asiatic section 
of the itenin-al Staff, 18S0, Ko. 85, Part Y, p, 422. — Auilior, 

t The fortress ha,s the form of an equilateral triangle with ronudeil corners and is separatetl 
from the Miirglulb by tlu.* ■market square. The length of rampart is 74' t^ersfs (4| miles.) This 
eartluoi Tanqiart, with steep slopes, is about 77 feet thick at the base, and is encircled by a parapet 
to a height- al-oiit -\0 'ihere is no ditch, but both on the inside and outside of the wnll are 

hrnad, siiail.'W intf. s, from which the earth for the rampart has been taken. There are eight gates. 
Inside are thnn* panillel canals — (An article entitled The Mussians ai Marf> by Aiikhaiioff, iu- 
.serted in tim 3Ioh\'oiv Gazette, 1S82, iKo. 19^ >r^ Author. 

ihqjort from Zinovieff to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated 1st (13th) and (17th) 29th 
March likl, Nos, 20 ami 211, — Author^ 



representation % perhaps^ Mahtnm-Kuli-Khan resolved to write a letter in 
which lie promised to come into AskhabM with the Tekkes who had fled 
to Marv^ and said that even if they would not accompany him* he would come 
in any case.f 

Kajar-Klian wrote to Askhabad that he desired to remain at peace with 
Russia; and therefore would keep the Englishman under a guard. The people 
of MarV; however; can only be kept quiet by money. I am seeking to form a 
party and therefore require money Send money/'^ was the conclusion of his 
letter. Generally; the negotiations with Marv required great care and took 
much time, and General Skobeleff thought it necessary to try to pacify Marv 
not onty from Askhabad; but also; from the Tiirkistan side; taking advantage 
of the influence over Marv, always possessed by the xlmir of Bukhara and the 
Khan of Khiva. J 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs therefore proposed to the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Turkistan to so conduct matters as to support the peace party among 
the people of Marv if possible. § Together with this order; Kolpakovski re- 
ceived from the Commander of the Amu-Daria District a copy of a letter 
from the Khan of Khiva to the people of the Akhal-Tekke in which he 
advised tliose Turkiimans who were hiding in the desert to return to their 
homes and sulimit to the Russians. Having expressed his thanks to Sayad- 
Muhammad-Rahim-Khan for this, Kolpakovski wTote to him : Some of the 

Marv TekkeS; as is known to your High nesS; have long been accustomed to 
live upon the labour of others whom they have pil lagged; and among them tliere 
have always been parties hostile to one amdher; perhaps even now there are among* 
them men who follow their own personal ends and try to take advantjyge of 
times of disorder to force the right-minded inhabitants to hostile acts against 
us. Finally; the people may yield themselves to the betrayal of their well-wish- 
erS; both external and internal; and thus call forth our displeasure. Of conrsc; 
they cannot do us any harm; but our custom is to shed no Iflood wdiere we-can 
act by sensible words and gaod eGuncils. Our object has been the subjuga- 
tion of our neighbours, the Turkumaiis. After our victory it will depend upon 
their conduct whether we regard them as a peaceful people or carry the horrors 
of war into their land in defence of peace and quietness. Knowing that your 
Highness enjoys the full confidence and respect of the Turkuman people, T 
request you to counsel the Marv Tekke Eiders, who have listened to the voice of 
reason and are inclined towards peace, to close their ears to the foolish speeches 
of people who love war and not to let escape from their hands those palm 
branches which our Government is always ready to stretch out to them. Our 
great Emperor harms no one and never interferes with those who by their 
actions give him no cause for interference. 

On the ^7th March (Sth April) Taghma-Sirdar came in to Askhabad with 
offers of submission and handed over his sword to General Skobeleff,^ by wdiom 

^ ‘‘ Tlie Tekke people are wild, they are like wild asses, or wild horses,” wrote Mahtum-Knli- 
Khan to Detour. — Author. 

t Letter from Mahtum-Kuli-Khan and Muhanimad-Yusuf-Khan received at Askhabad on 
the 29th March (lOth April) 1881. — Author. 

I Telegram from General SkobelefS to Obruchelf, Ko. 52, dated 6tb (17tb) April 1881. — 
Author. 

§ Telegram from Count Heiden to Kolpakovski, Ko. 441. — Author. 

[j Diary of the Asiatic section of the General Staff, 1880, No. 35, Part Y, pages 420 and 

% Taghma-Sirdar also brought General Skobeleff’s horse Sheinovo,” captured in the Band- 
Hassan pass on the 19th (Slst) August 1880, and some Berdan rifles, These were returned to him by 
General Skobeleff. — Author. 
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it was atoncp retorne'l to liim and pardon promisecl.: Taghna-SJnlar gave liis 
oath to faithful Ij serve His Majesty the Eussian- Emperor* 

It was only with the submission of Tag‘hma..-Sirc]ar that the Akhal-Tekke 
Expedition really came to an end.'^ Notwithstanding* his <]r-jV it at (lokTapa. 
d.\iglima-Sirdar had not lost the respect of the people^ who ree.aved him wdtli 
h )nour. Some of tlie peace party blamed Taglima-Sirdar for their misfortunes^ 
and did not believe in his return' to'allegiance..\ When he arrived^ therefore, they 
felt tliunderstrudv, and the .ovation, '.open or secret, given to Taglima-Sirdar 
by the people shewed how right the form.er leaner of tlie Tekkes eras when he 
wrote to Kazi-Mulla- Aii of Nukhur. . Let. it be known that except myself 
no I'ekke can harm the Russians.’’^ IVhen, therefore, Taghma- Sirdar told Gen- 
eral Skobelelf that he desired to reside at St. Petersburg or *Mr»seow, the General 
at once seized the opportunity of ridding the country of a man who could 
not but be considered as extremely dangerous. On the 9th (£ 1st) April 
Imperial permission was iTceived for Taghnia-Sirdar to reside at St. Peteisburg 
t(>g‘et her with some other influential Tekkes. t 

la the meantime (as will be mentioned further on) we had evacuated Lutfa- 
bad. Wiien the news of this readied Alarv, the peo])le were gn^atly, rejoiced as 
the}" said that the danger for th^m had passed and they began to reproach all 
those who had advocated peace with the Russians* Mm*e than all they blamed 
Kajar-lihan who was deposed and replaced by Baba- Khan, son of Kaushid- 
Khan.J' A few small raids were made on our territory, and in April there were 
5 cases of murder and driving away of camels belonging to Akhal-Turkumans 
and Persians. A Russian, soldier was also wounded. These outrages were 
traced to the people of Marv; and to prevent a repetition of them, and in cmder 
to lay some of the responsibility on the inhabitants themselves, a cordon 
service was established of 190 tnistwortliy selected Jfldsrs <d‘ Akhal and 
and this was distributed along the Tajand frontier at wells, by which people 
coming from Marv would liave to pass.§ 

The iiew^ Khan of Marv, under the influence of the events which had fol- 
lowed our withdrawal from Lutfabad, wrote tlm following letter in May, 
ad lressed to the White Tsar : ^Ht is not unknown to you that in their war 
with the people of ^Marvthe troops of SShah Nasr-ud-Din were defeated and lost a 
large number of guns and their baggage. Again the same people were victo- 
rious over the forces of Muhammad-Amin-Khan, Ivluui of Khiva., who himself 
was killed in the battle. Whoever fights with us is eonqu.u'cd. If you, the 
ruler of a mighty empire, are victorious, it will be well ; if you are defeated, it will 
be a great disgrace to your Empire, At any rate, come uinl fight the people of 
Marv ; it will be goud for both sides. There are s:ime men who secretly 
engage in robbery. For their sakes you must not be angry with all Turku- 
mans. We are ourselves ready to punish such if we eatoli them. All informa- 
tion, wdiether of a friendly or hostile nature, will be communicated by us to 
you, and we shall expect corresponding comma nications to be made by 
yoti/H ^ 

^ Teli-'prranii from General Skobeieff to 2iu<5vieff, No. dated 2StU Mareb (0th April), 

Author, 

t Telegram from General Skobeleff to the Commander-m-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus, 
No. 21, dated 3 1st March (12th) April 1881^ Besides Taglima-Sirdar, Kul-Batir and AhwaiJ-Kuli- 
Sirclar were also sent to St.Petersbn'^.— 

X He was Khan of Marv in 1B7B.— Author, 

$ TelegTam from Prince Meliko®/ No. 1394, dated 6th (18th) May 1881. Their pay was-^ 
jig its 30 Toubha^ and 4 sirdar’s at 50 rouMes a month each.- — Instructions from Edhrberg to 
8poiatbog, No. 752, dated 1st (i3th) May 1881. — Author, 
jl Letter dated Month of Bad jab, 1298. — A'^^ihor^ 
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After thefiill of Gok-Tapaaad the complete paeifieatioii of tlie 0 u‘sj,s as far n> 
CTavarSj questions of Imperial importance stiH remained to be settled, — - 

(i) The delimitation of the frontier between the conquered district a,nd Persia- 
and the exact determination of the frontier between the territories of the Shali. 
and the country oeciipied by us on the east of the Caspian Seat (3) The 
relations between the newly occupied country and of its administratioa 
the neighbouring" Persian proyinces. (o) The actual extent of oiir territory 
in the A klial-Teldve ea.vA* and oiir relations with Mary."^ 

Both General Skobeleff and' Zinoyieff,. our Ambassador at Telunhn, were O'f 
opinion that to abandon the oasis and thus give the Expedition ui: ibbO-Sl the 
character of a raid was inadmissible. Immediately after the enpt.ure of G^Ai- 
Tapa^ the j\Iinister of Foreign Affairs had inquired from Zinovieff to what extent 
a permanent occupation of the oasis would be necessary, and whether there was 
no possibility of avoiding an occupation which would entail considerable ex- 
penditure, and of confining ourselves to keeping the Tekkes quiet by bindino’ 
them down not to migrate into a certain quarter and thus tiyiiig to i-educe 
them to a state of j)eace. In answer to this, Zinovieii presented the following 
memorandum : — 


Our expeditions into Akhal-Tekke were undertaken with the firm intention 
of putting an end to the unbridled turbulence of the Tekke populati^m and estab- 
lishing ourselvesfirmly amongst them. This intention has been received with 
general approval both in Europe and in Asia, and from this p unt of view a 
change of policy would be extremely disadvantageous. 

Again, there can be no talk of any peaceful agreenumt witli the Tekkes 
unless it is backed up by our military force in the oans, which should al- 
ways serve to remind the Turkuinans that we are perfectly able to punisdi any 
attempt at turbulence severely. 

The Tekkes do not constitute a state. They are divided into tribes wdiich, 
in their turn, are split up into elans and families. There is no power to unite 
them, and each Turkumau enjoys full personal independence. If at times 
unity of purpose has sliewn itself amongst them, it has usually been generatui 
under the iniiuenee of exceptional circumstances or when a eomnn.n danger 


has threatened and forced them to direct all their energies to tlie defence of their 
freedom. Unity of action has disappeared when such danger has passed away. 
It is easily seen how little such a state of matters offers a guarantee for the 
durability of any peaceful agreement. 

During tbe expeditions of 1 8SU-81, the Tekkes have had full opportunities 
of judging of the difficulties connected with our expeditions into the desert. 
In the event of our withdrawal from the oasis^ they will remember that we 
will not lightly decide upon a fresh undertaking, and therefore the recollection 
of the severe punishment suffered by them at Gok-Tapa will disappear 
exactly in proportion as they see that isolated acts of lawlessness contrary 
to their agreement with us go unpunished. 

“ Even if the Turkumans did not understand that, there is no doubt that 
the agents of other nations who succeeded in getting into secret relations with 
them would certainly direct all their efforts to destroying our influence over 
them ; they will not be slow to explain to them the significance of our retire- 
.ment and all the consequences arising from it. 

We must not forget that besides Aklial there is another independent 
centre of the Tekke population^ — the Marv oasis. This centre is, however, 


* " The Marv question is inseparable from that of the Akhal-Tekke/^ wrote General Skoheleff 
from Bimi to St. Petersburg, dated 1st (isth) June 1881. — Author, 


unattainable, for us. There' ean he no doubt .as to the hostility to us of the 
■^larv Tekkes who. sent several thousand warriors to the assistance of Akiiub 
ujidthis^ feeling* will not be long in.' eommnnieatiiig itself to population of 
rlklial if we deprive o'urseives, . of the po-ssibility of keeping the latter in strict 
subjugation. 

All these considerations . force us to. the.conelasioii that, with the with- 
drawal of our forces from Akhal, the 'state' of things existing previous to our 
expedition (when we in our' ports ..on the east coast of the Caspian were m 
long forced to .remai.ii passive spectators of lawlessness and brigandage) will be 
restorecL From the time when we first occupied Krasnovocls'k, this state of 
matters forced' us 'to have recourse 'to constant reconnaissances and small 
expeditions, .which, not only^ brought us no advantage but were positively 
hurtful to us. As ' the experience of the last" two years has shown, all 
these reconnaissances and expeditions only encouraged the Tiirkiuiians to 
"unite, taught them, the .proper way to oppose us, and actually increased their 
military skill. 

If for any reason we decided to take an irrevocable st(?p such as the 
evacuation of the Akhal-Tekke oasu, iiV such- a case strict consistency and 
logic would demand that we should evacuate all our posts on the east' coast 
of the Caspian, among them -Krasno'vodsk, which can only serve ' as . a 
military base for operations in the steppe, as it would be deprived of all 
its importance if we renounced extending our empire to the east of the 
Caspian. The hope that by the occupation of Krasnovodsk we should 
open for ourselves new trade routes into Central Asia has not been justified, 
as its occupation did not enable us to keep the population of the steppe in 
cdieck. 

It must not be forgotten that one of the causes which urged us to 
operations to the east of the Caspian Sea was the necessity of making an 
impression upon England and checking her attempts against us in Central 
Asia. This was the consideration which caused our expedition of 1S78 to 
Khwaja-Kala. This latter convinced us of the necessity of subduing the 
Tekkes. 

It is impossible to believe that in the future the same necessity will not 
again arise, and the experience of the present expedition and the difficultips 
we have had to overcome have sufficiently shewn that no diversion against 
England in Central Asia can have any eiiect while the Tekke people remains 
inde]>endeiit upon our route. 

The English understand that very well, and to this consideration must 
be ascribed the efforts of their agents to prevent the success of our operations 
against the Akhal-Tekke oa^ns. 

To voluntarily give up the so dearly-bought successes of our 
present expedition, would be all the more foolish as there is at present a 
most important Central Asian question as yet unsettled — the future of 
Afghanishiii. 

The existing order of things in the country was destroyed by the English, 
the native dynasty, w^hich for a few dozen years had ruled the country, was 
overthrown, and all the efforts of the English to estiihlisli a strong power at 
Kabul have up to this date had no real result, Abdul- Ealiniaii- Khan, who 
was placed upon the throne by tbe English, is far from being popular even in 
the vicinity of Kabul, wdiiist round Kandahar England has hardly" succeeded 
in obtaining the best results, even allowingThat her expressed ktention of 
evacuating that district is sincere. At the same time, Sirdar Ayub^Khaii rules 


/!* Ih'iii: hj- is vety ^^liakv an^i up to tliis I iiiie !i<* 0!'.l y kq-it it 

l^io Ai^'hans ?ep in liini a deK^nder of the luitircnl irn.io|.*^-hi]eo.‘-t* aod u 
d»,>^<rTniiif4 enei'ny of the Kng-lisli. 

I'liero is not the smal-est reasm to believe tint tlui affairs «if Argraiaislan 
vi!i shorth' enierije fi’nin their entaug'led eoiiditioo.. We mint sap]u:.e_, ta 
t!ie ^'oiitrary^ tliat the g-ernis of anarchy and rebellion will lonu- l.-e f s'er^a in 
that CMiinhy, oiiil that tills state of affairs will call fa* eo!iinrr; :i attv, .iit> on 
the part of Kogland to interfere in the interior affairs of Al'L‘,h£..inthrn Sin h :n- 
tempts upon Central Asian conntries frequently end inliie latter iu.'ingswLh. ovehi 
rip. Even though Gladstone's l^linistry is opposed to yi-di a policy, the 
h\h Con'iervatives in the event of their return to p. wtrwiil aol find il i.ru 
teulscever Hu'lieient reasons for the pacification of AfghanisUin, so as to vaalize 
their political prograranie which is to push the dominion and fiowcr of i'lrna'hjid 
ui the greatest extent in Central Asia, and dinniri.^h the iiiiport.uice of 
O', llossio:. ' ; 

Oiir aaivanced post at the north eastern extremity of Khiirassaii, 
united ns it. is with our base* on the Caspian by good lines of eommii- 
ni<*atiori, will doubtless compel the English to be more circunisp*eet in. 
iIumV ambitious schemes, as all the roads to the east and south-east are 
"Open to us. 

It can hardly he doubted that the defeat of the Tekkes will be remembered 
b\" all the neighbouring peoples for more than a oentury and will be of great 
imp.irtance in (Arntral Asia, and therefore an evaoiiati.on of the ]y us, 

which would he ascribed to weakness on our part and probaldy also to pres- 
sure from Enghiud, could not but entail great loss of infiuenee. 

In any case, this would be the result as regards our relations with 
Persia. 

For the last two years we have continually assured the Shah's Gommmeiit 
of our intention rff' subjugating the Tekkes to our pi.wer, and we have even 
entered into prrdiminary negotiations as regards the del imitation of a frontier 
between our possessions and those of Persia. Our first assurances caused 
the Persian Government a feeling of danger; but in the course of time 
it, seeing our persistemy, not only agreed to our undertakings, but even 
became eonviimed that these andertnkings were in complete harmony with 
Persian interests, and tended to secure the frontier, and, what was inucli 
more important iu the eyes of the Shah, to consolidate his power in Khurassan 
itself. 

“ Finally, in deciding upon this important question, we must not lo. e s‘ght> 
of considerations of a purely moral nature. 

"Our expedition to the Akhal aasfff was undertaken with a loudly expressed 
intention of putting an end to the brigandage of the Tf-kkes, secairing free- 
dom in the heart of Central Asia, and opening new trade routes. I’ he 
obstinate resistance made by the Tekkes caused a friglilful loss of life, 
and this circumstance lays a moral obligation upon us to continue with the 
realization of our proposals, and this can only be effected by our taking 
upon ourselves the reorganization of the newly occupied territory and 
preserving it for ever from a return to the former order of things. AVe 
must not let the idea take root that our troops came into the oasis only to 
murder the Turkomans," 

In a word, Zindvieff could U'ff entertain the idea of making a radical change 
in our first proposals as regards the Akhal-Tekke oasi.s^ hot, on the contrary, was 
convinced of the necessity of going on as we had begun. 



BU 



Iii tlie meanlinie Geiieral SkobeleE had personally in spr-cted tlie strip of 
eouiitiy in whieli it was proposed, to establisli: out bouiidaiT atid had pre- 
sented Ms views on' the, subject to .. Government. These vie ws^ trio«pt her with 
those of our Ambassador at Teheran^ were eoosideied by the iiinisters of 
-Pureig'n Affairs and of War, and served as a basis for an agreeuient with tin* 
Persian Government for ' the ' delimitation of a frontier between liiissia and 
Persia in Trans-Caspia. 

On, the coiicdusioii of the Akhal-Tekke Expedition and the com|uest td tlie 
oask^ Russia had become possessed of a larg-e country e weriog an area of 
sfjuare miles, with a population of 50,000 souls. The Commaiider-in-Chief of 
the Arrayed' the CaiicasnsthereforerepresentecI the necessity of making regnliir 
arrangements for' the administration of the newly oeeiipied eoiintry. 11;: 
recotn mended that .t,he name .of Trans-Caspian ‘J^iilitary District should Lti 
changed to that of Trans-Caspian Province, and that the rules for establishing a 
teinpurary atlniiiiistration over it and over the troops in it sliould be laid i.*c. 
fore His Majesty, , so that by the end of 1831 the linal establisluiients and 
ix‘gulatioiis inight 1)0 ready for eontirmatioD. 

These rules, dated Oih (iSth) i\iay 1381, were confirmed by His Majesty,, 
and ail id'a: was issued to the Governing Senate which ran as follows : 

With a view to ensure I3eaee and quietness on the Trans-Caspian steppe, 1 think 
proper t(‘. unite to the Empire the territory of the Tekke-Turkumans oeeupied 
by our trf) 0 ]>s, and order that out of it and the territory of the Trans-Casj)irni 
^Military District be forrnf cl the Trans-Caspian Province rvliieh is to be includ- 
ed in the Caucasus Military District. Accordingly, the supreme administra- 
tion of the nesv province will be in the hands of the Commandcr-in-Chief 
the Army of the Caucasus, and the local administration in tlnose of a Governor 
of the province who will have command over the troops stationed in it. The 
temporary administiation of the 'rrans-Caspian province will he entrusted 
to the Cummander-in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus, who will be giiulod 
by present cireu instances and by local conditions until the establisbinent of a 
regular administration for it/’’ 

General Ruhrberg was named Cioveraor of the Trans-Ca&|>iun Province 
and Coimiiander of tlie troops in it, and Colonel Baron Airdm.ff (Tdef of the 
Circle Staff and Assistant to the Governor. The yearly expeiKliluro for the 
administration and garrison of tlie province was fixed, til! fiirilior orders, at u 
Slim not exceeding lK),U(j(t rouhle^sj^ 

The tem])orary establishment of the administratimi of the Trans-Casphui 
Province and of the troops stationed in it was confirmed hy the Corurnainier- 
in-(diief on the lltli (:Mrd) June ibSl ,t and came int(» effect from the 1st 
(lolhj July of ihe same year, in pdace of the actually authorized establish- 
ments of the em’responding departineutw of the rnidtar} ibree and <4 the Tum>- 
Ciispjaii Military "District which were bruken up on the 1st (loth) July. ‘ The 
temporary estahiishment was to hold good till 1st (loth) January 1832, as 
by this time the normal establishment of all departments would be worked 
out. Till then it was jiroposed to take as a guide in the administration of 
the circle the temporary rules published in Military Circular No. 95 of 1374. 
TTie powers of the Governor of a'Ciixde and Commander uf the tixopis in it and 

* Diary t)f tlie Asiatic Section uf the Oeueral Staff, 1881, iS'o. 13, pages 117-lliU.— ■ 
Auilior. 

t Jn Appendix No. 85 see table showing the Adxmnistrative Fer.wuhel of the 'I’j.^uNgX-spiau 
Province. In place of held treasuries, temporary treasuries were estuhlishcd as i\rastH)Vuii>k 
and at Askhabad. — Diary of the Asiatic Section of the Chief of the Staff, Ko. 13 of I8SI, p:jn-e 
181 — Author » 
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of tlie Chief of tile Circle Staff were' also defined in section 36 and 46 of the re- 
gulations attached to i\Iilitary Circular No. 85, of 1858.* The teroporarj yearly 
expenditure for the administration was fi'xed at 16*2^949 rouhlea.f 

On the 9tli ("Zlst) December 18'Sl, there %vas signed at Teheran the follow- 
ing coDTeiition between Russia and Persia as to the delimitation .of the froii-; 
tier to the east of the Caspian : — ; 

111 the name of Almighty God, His Imperial llajesty the Emperor and 
Autocrat of all the Russians, and His Majesty the Shah, of Persia, consicler- 
ing it indispensable to define exactly the border, betw^een their pos?essioiis to 
the east of the Caspian Sea and to guarantee- their p>eace and'C|iiietiiess, liare 
agreed to eoncliide for this purpose this convention and have named as their 
fdenipo tent aides : 

On the part of 11 is Majesty the Emperor of P&iissia, Ivan Ziiid'vieff, His 
Ambassador Extraordinary and M.inister Plenipotentiary at the Court of the 
Shah, and on the part of His Alajesty the Shah of Persia Mirza-Sayad-KIidu- 
]\,[otaman-iil-Mnlk, His Minister of 'Foreign Affairs, who, after .exchange of 
full p’jwers, which have been found correct and in proper form, have agreed 
to the following articles ; — • 

Article I. 

The frontier between the possessions of the Russian Empire and Persia to 
the east of the Caspian Seals indicated by tbe following lines. 

Starting from the Bay of Hassan-Kuli, the frontier follows the course of 
the Atrak as far as Chat. Thence it runs to the north-east along the crest 
of the ridges of the Songu-Dagli and Sagir, and then, turning to the north to 
the river Chandir, it reaches this latter at Chakan-Ivala. From Chakan-Kalait 
runs to the north to the summit of the hills dividing the valley of the Chandir 
from that of the Sumbar, whence it runs along the summits of these mountains 
in an easterly direction and descends to tlie bed of the Sumbar where the Akii- 
Ogayan stream falls into it. To the east, the frontier then follows the bed of 
the Sumbar to the ruins of tbe mosque of Daine, from whieli point the road ti> 
Diirun up to the summit of the Ropet-Dagh forms the line, which then runs 
along tbe ridge of these* hills to the south-east, stops short of the Garmab defile, 
turns to the south passing along the heights dividing the Sumbar valley from the 
highlandsof the Garmab, and then, running over the summits of the hills of 
Misiuoff and Chubbest, reaches the road from Garmab to Rabat at a distance of 
one verd (I mile) to the north of the latter point. From this point the border line 
passes along the line of heights to tlie summit of the hill of Dalancha, wlieneo, 
north of the village of Khairabad, it runs to the north-east to Gok-KaitaL 
From this point, it runs to the gorge of the Firuza river and crosses 
this gorge to the north of the village of Flruza. Hence the border-line runs tt> 
the north-east and rises to the summit of tbe ridge wdiicdi bounds on the 
south the valley in which lies the road from Askhabad to Firuza, along the crest of 
which it runs to its eastern extremity. From this the frontier crosses to the edge 
of the northern summit of the xAselma ridge and is continued along' the summits 
of tliis ridge to the south-east. Passing round the north of the village of Kalta- 
Chioar, it runs to the point ofjunctimiof the ridges of Zar-i-Koh and Kizil- 
Dagh, from which it follows the ridge of , the former hills to the point where 

* lleporfes from tbe Stef of tbe CiaueasuB Military Citch to tbe Geiioral Staff, Hos. 2202, 
and 2468, dated 20tb June (2nd July) and 6tb (20tb) July 1881. — Author » 

t Letter from TmhE to tbe Chief of tbe Geueml Staff, iNo. 2073, dated lOtk (22nd) June 
1883.,— 


.iliey, enter the valley of the stream 'of Baba-Durmaz. Here it takes a northerly 
(tireetion; , and rails into the aam at the road ' between Gavars and Lutfabad, 
avoidiog Kala Baba-Dormaz which remains to the east of the frontier line. 

Aeticlb. II.' . 

In Article I of this convention have. been mentioned, the main prdiits 
through which the frontier behveen Russia and. Persia is to, riin ; but in cutler 
to determine it precisely on the spot and setup botindary-marksj special eom- 
loissioners will be named by the high eoB.traeting powers. 'The time and place 
uf meeting of the, co,mmissioners will ,be determined by agreement between the 
Gontractiiig powers. 

A'RTiclb IIL 

As Ports Garriiab and Knlkulab, standing in. the defile tlirougdi wdiieh runs 
the river which waters the lands of the Trans-Caspian Province, am to the 
north of the line which, as laid down in Article I, is to form the frontier betwcrm 
the two high cuotraeting pmvers, the Government of His Afajesty the Shah 
agrees to evacuate tliose forts within a year from the date of the exchange of 
ratifications of this convention, and will have the right of within that time 
removing the inhabitants of Garmab and fvulkulab to within the confines of 
Persia. On its part, the Government of His Alajesty the Emperor of all 
the liussias agrees to construct no forts in those localities and to settle no 
Tekkes there. 

Article l\'b . ' , 

As the sources of the river Firuza and of several other sti’eams and rivni* 
lets which water the lands of the Trans-Caspian Province close to the Per- 
siun frontier lie witliin Persian territory, the Government of His AJajesty the 
Shah promises under no circumstances to allow new settlements along the 
cnurse of tliese streams from their sources to where they leave Persian territ ory, 
or to enlarge the extent of land watered }>y them, or under miy pretext 
whatever to take away from them a greater cjuantity of wutm* than is required 
for the irrigation of the fields now existing within Persian territory. F<(r the 
immediate observation of the punctiiul execution of tins artiede, the Gorarnment 
of His ilajesty the 8 hah promises to appoint a sufiicient number iT trust- 
worthy agents, and any infractions of their orders will be severely punished. 

ARTicim V, 

With a view to a revival of trade between the people of the Trans -Caspian 
Province and Khurassaii, both high CHmtracting powers engage t<') take mea- 
sures as soon as possible for the construction; on conditions favourable to 
both parties, of goud roads for wheeled traffic. 

AiiTrcLB VI. 

The Government of His Alajesty the Shah of Persia promises to strictly 
prevent the export of arms and military stores along the whole line of the 
frontier of Astrabad and Khurassan, and will also take measures to prevent 
arms falling into the hands of Turknmans living in Persian territory. The 
Persian frontier' authorities will co-operate actively with' the "Agents of the 
Imperial Russian Administration, in preventing arms being taken across the 
frontier of Persia, On its side the Government of His Alajesty the Emperpr 



of all tlie En?sks |)roiTii?e.s fo prevent arms and iiiilitaiT stores beiog conveyed 
from lltissiaii territory to turkimians living OB Persian soil. 

■ Akticle YII. 

To watcli over tlie carrying out of this coBYention and to observe tlie 
actions of tlie Turkiirnan vBpulatioii bordering on Persia,, the GoYeriiineiit of 
His llajestj the Emperor of all the Eossias will have the right of appoint- 
ing agents in the frontier places of Persia. In' alh questions afleeting the 
miiintenauce of order in the countries on the frontier of the high coiitraeting 
pf)wers, the said agents will be mediators in relations between the iiussian and 
Persian authorities. 

Article VIIL 

All the obligations and conditions included .in the ' treaties and eoiivei« 
lions hith^ulo eoneliideJ betw^een the high contraetirig powxH’s wrill in future 
■also remain in force. , . 

Article IX.. 

This convention, drawni up in two identical copies, signed by the Pleni- 
potentiaries of both sidf-s, and sealed with their .seals, will have to be confirmed 
and ratified ])y His olajesty the Emperor and Autocrat of all the Rnssias 
and Ilis [Majesty the Shah of Persia, and ratifications will be exchanged 
between the Plenipotentiaries of both sides within four months or sooner if 
possible. 

Done at Teheran, dated 9th (dlst) December ISSl, or 29th Muharrain 
1299, according to the .Mussulman reckoning. 

In tlie end of February and in [March the departure oi troops for the west 
coast of the (hspian and the corresponding changes in the distribution of the 
troops in the Trans-Caspian Province went on. From Ch.)k-Ta|)a and Askha« 
had the 3rd Battalion, Apsheron, dth Battalion, naghisiaii, 1st and 5th Bat- 
talions, Samnr, and 3rd Battalion, Shirvan liegimeuts, the 3rd Battery, ]9rli 
Brigade, the Xaval Battery and tlie 1st, 3rd and 5tli solnhin of Poltava Cos- 
sacks were brought d<)Wii to the ports of embarkation, Chikishlidr and Kras- 
noYOclsk. The i>eciipatiou of Liitfabadby troops of tlieadvaneed fon-o somewhat 
delayed the return to the rear of the ist Battalion, Shirvan Regiment, dth 
Battery, 20ih Brigade, 2nd Sotnia Rdtava Cossacks, Division of Dragoons, and 
3rd .^olniiiH of Orenburg Cossacks. The concentration, however, of the vStavi%*- 
poi Regiment at i\skhabad by the I5ih {27tli) March, permitted of the truofis 
of the advanced force, who had been detained, being moved to Krasnovodsk.^ 
On the 15th (27th) ddnrch, the 2nd and 4th companies, Shirvan Regiment, 
on the 22Dd March (< rd April) the 4th Battery, 20th Brigvide and 1st and 
3rd companies, Shirvan Regiment, and on the 23rd Ma,reh (4th April) the 
2nd Sutma of Poltava Cossacks left AskhabaJ for Krasnovodsk. 

The advanced force at Lutfabad on the ISfch (30th) Alarcdi consisted of tlie 
division of dragoons, one Sobiia of Orenburg Cossacks and the IIorse-Mouiitain 
Division under Lieutenant-Colonel Kuzmin- Kara vajeif. To support tins force 
it wsLB proposed to form a column at Gavars composed of a company of the 

^ On tlie IStli (30t!i ) Maicli the 1st and Srd companies, Shirvan Regiment, k of 4tli Buttery 
20th Brigade, 2nd Sotnia Poltava and 3rd Sotnm 6th Orenburg Cossacks had left Lutfabad for 
Iskhabad, nmier Prince E.'Istof^. Instruciions io Prince xVo. 714, dated 17tk {21)Lh') 
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f^tavropol llp, 2 rnTiL‘iit^ a Sofnia of Taman Cossacks, anil a ilivision of tlie Ofli 
Battlin’, :!!^t Bri< 4 ‘atle.^ The Commander of the Expedition himself left 
Liitia’oad on the IStli (oOth) March. 

At the saiTie time as the march down-eountry of the troops to he rr-iiorecl 
was being* carried changes in stations of those who wei-e to remain behind 
wore also made according to the plan of distribiitifiii. Fur the march from 
Asklril-ad t.> (f*.k-’]apa the troops were supplied with transport wagg.ei is to 
carry tlieir baggioxe, and from (iok-Tapa to the tormir.iis f»f the railway with 
camels bired fruin the Tekkes by Major Spolathog', Beymid that the* troops 
WiO’e taken by rail to i\lichaeloTsk and thence to Krasii -vc^dsk on barges towed 
by steamers. The baggage of troops sent' down by the Atrak line was fertile 
most part earned 00 hired 

Camels were lured from the Tekkes at tdie folbiW’hpc: prices : — Frc^m Samiir- 
skoye to Cok-llipa to take away from the former phiee the su|)|'dies from the 
supidy-depbt ordered to he evacuated, h krad.^. From Saniurskov'e to x^skhabad, 
the same purposes, 10 krdis.s, Fr.an Ook-Tapa to Asklr'iiad, ^ /hv/a-v ; to Durun 
15, and to Barni bO all F r a load of Id pncLs" (4b‘k:2 lbs.), including in 

this the pay of tlie driver, one of wdiom was all »wed for 5 earnels. Camtds 
imt lo;uli‘d wit h 1 ‘Z ;>aoA‘ were oidy paid for at half toe ab-ov/* prices. The 
isdnabirants v.dilingiy furnished r.t oue tinieA),000 carnels, and during* march all 
the stores (hdailcd icu* transporl from Samurskoye and Cok-lapa to xVskliabad 
were tlius carried. Inteiuhiuce stores 'were always sent without escort and not 
one h ad was in any way dnmagpd, 

I n settling accoiinls fur the camels furnished, it was taken as a rule that on 
the animals heing loaded and before they started all sums were to be paid iu 
full in the presence of a Field Controller, dlie money ihus earned was of some 
service to the natives, and the news of ibis was spread among the nomads. 
Offers of transport then came into any extent, not only from Aklial, but even 
from., Aiarv. •. 

In .i\iarcli the number of Tekkes who had returned liad reached 0,100 
(about 10,000 souls of both sexes). AJl wlr» had arriia^l from Alarv 
and the Tajand lui*l gone tr) Spchitling fur grain, winch was issu?:d to them 
from our stores. Sick and wounded inhabdtents received bhinkets, and Spo- 
Jatbogbs humane treatment of the varnpilshed and care of tliern caused even 
those who had stihmitted to the Persian (xoverximent and received land from 
it to return to their Immes.f 

In the latter half of IMarch, news wns received at Askbabad that 0,000 
mounted men without their families had arrived near Kai'a-Band on the Tajand 
with a vi# w to engaginir in ogricultiire. This ap],‘e:i.red ’suspicious, for never 
tefore had more than 5th) iniui come from Alarv to Kara, -Band to cut the 
emps, and these had always brouglit their families with them, so General 
Skisbfdcff, to support the-* Luthibad force, moved a dot a dime id consisting of two 
coinpiurics of the Stavropol Regiment, a Soinia of Taman ChKssaeks, and two 
mountain guns, under Slajor Dokukin, from A'ddiabad to Gavars, giving the 
commander the following instriietions :% — ^ 

(!) At night the troops are to encamp in a square of as small dimensions 
as possible, ^ulaniei/cas^ waggons, pack-saddles, &c,, being placed iu front of the 
faces ; guns and ammunition waggons on the contrary are not to be moved too 
far to the front beyond the faces of the square, and obstafdes should be placed 

Instructions to Kuzmin- KaravayefT, No. 716, dated IStli (SOtU) Mareli.— ^w^Aor, 

t Letter from Spolatbog to the Oommandex'* of the Expedition, dated 9tli (21st) 
M'areli ,-^A u th or, 

X In which is expressed his experience before CroL-Tapa, — Author, 



m ii> to Rvoifl a riisli upon tfaf-m. The pi are to be pkcfecl witli tlieir cui- 

trances ill llie inside o! the square. (*2) Intersected gruuiitl-slioiild be cl>.-seri ns 
f.ii ns p'lr-ibiCj und one of the fac^^s should adjoin upon an impassable oi stafh% 
.dj The ]••s, 5 ibility of a sudden night attack by large hostile iiuisses of Ir nesenitfo 
‘irf-ntiium always be kept in view. Therefore certain ly it is not by 

night that eomrnaiider and oificors may sleep^ but o.n tlie /ojiitrary tbor 

ifiii-l walcli, watch, iiud again watch for the honour of tlidr Hag and their 
duty to liieir (k) Strong detached posts shuokl be statiornyl out at pru- 

periy cli 'seit fa^ints, and they should be protected by a iiatural or artilieial 
parapet. 11 on rded posts are on no account to be employed, but during the 
whole night the coiiiraunieation between the dismounted posts may be iiiaiii- 
tallied ]>y small moiiiited patrols moving round the camp to meet one another. 
It is desirable that trumpeters should he with those patrols ; should none be 
available, the men must challenge loudly, and in general all inea^snres should be 
adopted to eon via the enemy of our constant watchfulness, for in this hostile 
c.aiiitiy even the most oxiierienecd comma nder cannot be certain that ii siitl- 
den attack will not be made iipcu him. (5j Special atteritirm must be paidt 
to siudi signs as are uliorded by the eouduct of the population of the native 
tnulfjrs, mid of tlm *//y/kv with the fmx'C. If the population is iinqiiiet, the 
traders will leave the force, the !.>azaar will be less well attended, and the 
s%/7.v, nmlcr various pretexts, will refuse to perform their duties. Then will 
be tin* time for increased watciiiulness. If some of the //y/Av disappear and 
some I’omain with the troops, s-> that their comings and goings get mixed up, 
then the danger is near. The appearance near our earn]) of some ihiraan 
(fanatics) is a bad sign, (6) 'i’he news must be spread ah mg the road tliat 
many men and guns htive been landed at Krasnovodsk, and this must also 
be told at Liilfabad as a rumour. (7) Money iiiiist be freely spent on 

■/.spiesge',,,. 

The news as to the intentions of the people of Marv turned out to be false, 
and A rtsishevski reported from (iavars that those on the Tajaiid were ])eac^‘™- 
ably occupied in agricultural dab mr, and that the Tekkes were coiitiiiiiiug to 
return to Aklial-l'ekke from Alarv. 

As a distinct notification had arri%'ed from Tiflis that the occupation of Liitf- 
abad was not eonsidnred useful, General Skcbeleff ordered the force at that 
place to fall back on Askhabad, and this movement was carried out by the 1st 
(Wth) April, 

As regards the Trans- Atrak Turbumans, it may be imsgiiied that they had 
Briil'ered a good dea.l in 1880 by not being allowed to cross to the right ]}niik 
of the river. In consideration of this and desiring to induce those nomads 
to settle ill our territory, General Skobeleff ordered a tax of one rouble 

f )er Icildlka crossing into our territory to be laid upon them ; it was proposed, 
lO’wever, to put those w^ho settled in our territory permanently under the same 
rules as held good for tlie whole province. 

'We could not watch all the fords on the Atrak and, therefore, it ivas 
practically impossible to keep a correct account of the number of kibithts which 
at various times entered the immense country. Consequently there was a 
danger that speculators might appear in the midst of the people giving them- 
selves out as agents of the Russian Administration and arbitrarily collecting 
money affirming their right to do so and giving fictitious permission to the 
nomads to cross the Atrak, and of this the nearest military authorities would never 
hear. The considerable reduction of our military resources along the Atrak and 

* iBstructions to Colonel Aitsiskevski, No. S766, dated 22nd March (3rd Ax)rii) ISSl^^Author^ 


tlip dimi notion of tlio number of troops oeeupTirg tlie efappen stations eompel- 
led us to proceed at oiiee to tbo org-aniz.itioii of this matter. In siieli affairs 
t lit* control Ciudd not be too strict or mrny-siued. Tiie Temporary Cuiamander 
fit* the Tri;op3 therefore gave the following cn^ders : — 

(1) d'he Cwiirse of the Atrak and oi its alanents frcoa the sea to 
KIiw'dja-Kala will be divided iiito rcedfms accoidirig to the mnnb?-'r of 

p..stSj and :t must be prcelaiiri^d to the p.-puiation bt-yoiid the 
oAtrak that to cross into our territory from ruck and such a poi.it, they 
must be provided wdth a permit frc-in the coiiinmndaut of such and such 
a post.' ■' , . ' 

(2) The commaiidaiits will keep^, in a special bock. t!ie receipts and ac- 
counts ff the iTtfaicy received^ stating to wlicni and for what period the permits 
were issued. In the receipts must he stated the direction in wliicli the imi or 
family wms ]>roeeedingy but dealings wiLli single families are to be avoided 
^aS'far-a?-; possible. 

(3) The lax on iibf'ikas sxill be handed over monthly to tlie Line Com- 
in arid ant. 

(-1'} Oaeo a mtuith^ at loast, a SLafr Officer will be detailed sometimes accoia- 
pmnied by a Control Oflicial^ who, after vorifying the aeeouots of a certain post, 
will also verify the niimlier of friUikaH in the section. 

(5) It will be explained that all who imjiuse upon the people in this 
matter or obtain moot*y from them uulawfally will be tried ’ty i kdd Court- 
AlartiaL ; ■ • 

If actually 20,000 Idhiihafi crossed to our bank of the Atrak, the Govern- 
ment would in this way obtain 120,(^00 to 1 10,011!) nw/WcA*.- 

In view of the closing of military operations and the reduction of the 
troops in the country by half, the Temprirary Commander of tlie troops noli- 
lied by General Order of 2End Alarch (ord April) that the Staff of tlie lines of 
communication and the Station Comnirnidaiits would eeas^'-* their functions 
on the 1st (loth) April. The duties of Station Coinmandants \vero transiVrrccl 
to the senior officer of the troops quartered at any place wi^h extra (eoinmand) 
pay of 300 fonhics for a 1st class and *200 for a 2nd class statifm pct' anmvm^ 
They were placed directly under the oiiieer in eliarge of tlie lines of coin mu- 
ideation, and had the rights and duties mentioned in the regulations for lines 
of eommiinieation.t 

In coiisoc|iienee of the appearance of typhus in various forms both at 
Gok-Tai>a and on the lines of communication, the sanitary state of the troops 
was not altogether satisfactory. To combat the epidemic, didnfeetants, &e., 
were sent forward, but one of the chief measures taken to diminish the amount 
of sickness was the evacuation of the infected corps to the west coast of the 
Caspian. 

On the 1st (13th) March, the period for w’^hieh Sansieff's 50 Ossetian aralan 
had been hired expired, and was not renewed, and on tlie 22iid Ma^reh (3rd 
April) a division of the pack-horse transport wms broken up and its horses 
handed over to the wdieeled transport. ' By the 1st (loth) April, 190 of the 
ivaggons ordered in the Caucasus in the end of January had arrived at Kras- 
novodsk, and these were sent up to the terminus of the railw^ay and there 
formed into convoys. 

« Rt'port from tbe Staft* of the Tra«,*«-Caspb» Fiekl ^ one to the Commaisder of the Lines of 
Comiminii'atioij, No, dated 10th (aand) !^arch IBSl. iff 

t Gei oral Orders, Timis-Caspiaa Field Force, No, 124, dated 22nd Mareh (Srd April) 
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Thp arrival «»f supply's from Persia at tlie clepSts. at AskMbM and Gok- 


Tap:i went on continue 11 v’ at our 

extre.me'' advanced points. 

We had 

foli'.-wing supplies on the 1st (ibth) April 

■- 




As&liabad, 

Gok-Tapa. 



' , cwt. 

r>wt. 

Biscuits anti cak<‘S 


624*96 

355*52 

Wiieat and r^e-flunr 

■ ■ 

5 , 012-8 ■ ^ ■ ... 

1,652 




5"7tJ 

Wheat 


■ 975*36 ' ' ' r. ^ 


Eice and buckwheat-groats 


170*24 

*536 

Barley 

• *< 

4,000 

, 2 , 474*24 



■: 1,280 ... ... . , 


Biigar 


■■■■ 78*72 


Tea 


: 7*68 

■*8*' 

fJH 


43*52 ... , 

.37*76, 

Salt 


17*92 

75-1 . 

' ^ ■ Fruit acids 


10*88 

■ , 70‘4 

- P.efis 


. 11 * 2 - 


Pepper ■ 


^■ 1-6 ■:■ 

'■'■'"*’*96- 

Laur- 1 leaves 


2*8 

‘96 

Preserved meats 


7 , 50 o rations ... 



Tlmstlie Askhabad g-arrison, 3,100 strong, had provisions for 5 months and 
bariej for 600 horses for *24 iiiontlis. ■ ■■ . . „ . , ' 

In the Gok-Tapa supply-depot there were supplies for 600 men and 
150 horses for 5 months, except sugar, a 5 monfhs' supply of wliicli was oidy 
delivered some days later.-. Duriui and Arehman were provided with siipplies 
and sea rations for 14 months. In the Bami supply-depot tliere wore 
at that time more than 7,o60 cwt. of supplies, of wliieli 2,bbb were rye and wlit-a t 
flour, 1,600 ewt. cakes and biscuits, and 3,880 ewt. buckwheat groats. Kizil- 
Arvat and Kaziinjk'k had supplies for their garrisons for 1 month. The 
Aklicha-Kuima supp-ly-depot at the head of the railway had supplies for 2 
mouths for 3 companies and 1,300 horses* The other magazines on the 
Michaelovsk line wore provided as follows : — 


Bye-fiour 


B^a-Ishom. 

C’irt. 

4,512 

Mic'iai'IoTsb. 

Cwt, 

12.352 

Krisnovodsk. 

C\u. 

960 

Buckwheat-groats 

... 

122*88 

2,6 ’iS 

192 

Eice 


144 

., 827*2 ■. 

9fr24, 

Biscuits and cakes 

■ ... 

3,268*8 

5,760 

1,0- 4 

Oats 


12,256 

18,944 

34,560 

Wheat- flour 

: * -* m " ■ ' 

960 

^ , 60*56 ■-: , 

553*6 

GU^ 

■ ' *** 

161*6 

67*52 

3*84 

Garlic 


354*24 



Pepper 

■ *•* ■ 

7*68 

5*44 

”*32 

Laurel leaves 

... 

10*24 

3*84 

‘64 

Cabbage 


1,015*68 

148*8 

51*2 

Tegetables 

..#»». 

96 



Poi^toes 

»»* .. 

158*08 

1,431*68 


Salt 


35*84 

461*76 

21*76 

'Acids ■ 

**».. . 

50*24 

160 

88*32 

Sugiy: 

■ *■*» 

38*4 

50*24 

12*8 

Tea 

••f 


1*6 

•64 

Hay 


4800 


3,520 

Vinegar 


... 

248*4 gallons 

65*5 galk 

Spirits 

.*• 

— 

226*8 „ 

'.i, . ; Total 


27.991-88 

42,982*08 cwt. 

41 J94*24 ewt. 


S4-3 


T\^* an tlif^ Atnik lia^ CMUtfrAicd th? C l!ov, in<»‘ siiji]fli«5J cn 


, Artielc'S’. , 


Ch'*kl.^a!i.ar; 

■■■■ tir. ■ 



h:r/Ay.ifii. 

Tai;>;3k;;Vi. 

\ih, 



Gm. 

: CwL . 1 

C'‘"r. ■ 

■ CAVt. 

Cr.t. 

Cwt, 

fv? 

Uyri-tl.'inr' 




mn 

237-!2 

3,2;i5 S3 

GM-fiO 

Ijr ' 



nou 

105-32 1 

■ I0-24- 

2i'f45 ' 

1S;!'5 


■" im-72 

Sii':: k vih. c; at- ,sr r 


■' ,€.:d'56 

S9-ao 

■ 103-4S 

4Gt*5 

1,13 "64 . 

M’4'76 


Case's ■ . ^ ■ 



2G'ft3 j 


. ■... 

bu'I 0.- 


i L 72 

Ciiis ar.tl bnrlf.'y 


.21,341 ■ 

' 14-4. I . 

■ Gri2 

3,41 7'25 

1»‘4,7G ■ 

•6 1 


H;.y 



1.532'-I:h j 

2,575 m 

G78'*»'S' 

854-4 [ 


'■376*56 



1,613 

. ;■ 

' 47'04- 

■ 3' 84 


■ ;■ I:, -BU 

'';■■'■" ,42:‘24' 

.Salt 


'■ SlPie 

e’2S- I 

■G--> 

3’ '-,1 

[' 

6; . 37 •rO' 

101 -ro 

om: 


0‘Jjj'SS 

4-10' I 

irsi 

1 1*4 

174r| 

, ■ 8'32 

'4-48 

'I'ea 


0-!12 

1 ' 1 1 

■ 1-92 . 

: 3 2, , 

/ o'M 

. ., 2'S8 

|/ '■':■': 4'' ■6.-73' :'' 



. 8GS”92 

G'UH ■' 

■S' 

33 02 

trio i 

25-G 


IVpper' 

: :-'i 

1-92 ' 


■ct 

: ■ ' •§«. ' 

■ ' .1112 } 

' *G4 

1 1-6'^:", 

Laiirel it'avetii 


, ■ lb'2l , 

j ^ : 

■04 

i 

; . . ■ ■ JjJ’ii ,j ■■ 

' 1-23 

; 2‘r>G' 

KiL‘e 

r.. 1 

2,78a-.:-fi 1 


D'!; 

10i'l2 

2h iO 

42-44 : 

or 8S 

F'rttit at'flds'"' ■■ 



■ 5'7ii'[ 

2:'7G 

' ■ 12- 1« 

■ii>.i'y2 1 


5H‘24 

Wheat fiuur 

... 

' 1.7o7 2 ■ 1 


■ , ■ tsX'lia . 

s2'50 

741*14 1 

2«*1G 1 


Spirits 

. j 

EilloriB,.' 1 

! pal Ions. , 

g-lil'JlH 


galluas. 1 

gailobM, ! 

trillions. 


1 

14-5 ; 


iu'S 

1 

I.;!7'72 

■ 26-CG 

. Vinegar ' 


' 8045- G • 

1 lit-s i 

2i'G 1 

S'l 

2-7 1 

- 0 'i 

... 1 

tn $ 



1 ‘■"'t- 

: t'Wt.’ ■ ■ 

e%'t. 

e a t 

f«'i, 1 

"... '■! 

C'WG 1 

ewi. 

. Total: 


45.80016 : 

i/.72nG , 

3,ol7'2S : 


7,7<*01>2 I 
i 

4.-it);.r2 j 

;i2Ui4j2 


The supplies from the Band-IIiisson soppIy«tlep(V tu the jiTUcnuit uf l/llifi 
ewt. wore being gradually trausfeiTed to Baaiij and those ai Kauija-Batiiy 
Chafj and Tarsakiin had been rirdered to be trausferrijd to the iniermf^ikte 
points, riT., Tagli-Ohim, Duz-Olum, and IvhwuJaJvala, 

Upon the opening of navigat-iun to Astrakhan, slee|>ers had l‘«?en delivered 
for the railway, and the laying of the line had been entircdy pushed on on the 
already levelled section from Aidin through the Akheba-iviiisiia pass. By the 
1st (B5th) April, 7*^ miles of railroad had been laid up to the foot of the Little 
Balkhans, where the {penvdi) station was made. At this time the 

Decanville line ran from the Akheh-Knima pass towards Kazdajik, and its 
terminns was 25 Perds (16| miles) from that of the main line. The attempts 
to find water in the Little Balkhans had not been successful, although wells 
had been dug to a depth of 105 feet, and the water all along the line of the. 
railway works had to be brought from the condensers erected at Aliehaelo-vsk. 

On the MichMovsk line, by the 1st , (Idth) April the permanent tele- 
graph line had replaced the field, telegraph as far as the wells of Ushak. On 
the 6th (18th) March, a telegraph ■ station liad been opened at Duran, and 
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on thfi lit St ilaiTii f2nd) April the 
st Kalat-i-X!ir«\''er(li-.Khaa. Post 
were ent in the Clmli ch^filebj the 
paiiy of the Starropol Itei^-imentj 
Ka]dt-A.skliali£d. I ii the end of 2h 
On the Jirsth Afarcdi (Uth Apri 
for St. Putei>^har,er> the Ternpjrarv 
comma ocl of the troops and the ad 
acting: as Cliief of the Stiiii, and 
Colonel Kiizniin-Karamyaff, who 
General Skobelefl’s Sraff was sc 
remain £-ome time for the licfiiidath 
Gri the Ir^th (24th) April Gei 
the proposed fruiitier^ and on the ] 
he went on to Bimi and then to K 
settle up afluirs^, and then on the 
steamer for Tsmitsin, 

The l)e|)artmentai St; 

(I ?hJi) June wlie 
temporary ad mini; 

To liiiish up the 
General Vasili^’ T vn. 

On h 

following* state : — . ' 

, After the departure of the troops of the 2 
8rd Battery 10th, and 4tb Battery 20tl/B, 
the Poltava Cossacks, and the 8 Sutuius of th 
remained the fallowing* troops in the country 
7drd (Criiiiean) Begiruent (o battalions) 
74tli (Stavropol) Regiment (3 battalions 
.. . iirusnovodskv Battalion (£ eompanies), ■ 
Trans-Caspian Battalion (4 eompaiiiesj. 
Taman Cossack Regiment; ((j Sof-uias), 
5th and btli Sutuiaa, Baba Cossacks. 


is or tile Porce. remained at Krasnoi 
Ti they were bmken up, and their duties taken 
tiwtion mentioned above. 

? akairs of the B:spedition, a special committee 
as sent from Tihis. 
tieja.itiiie General Saubt-lcir left affairs in Trnns-r 


m 


TdfjH-Oium . — Srd company, 73rd Regiment, 1 section, 5t!i Laba 

Cossoeks. 

CJiitL-- 1 section, 5tli SoUihi, Liba Cossacks, 

— dth company, TSrd Regiment, 1 seeti<m, Cth Sofah^ Laba 

Cossacks, 1 mitrailleuse, 

Tdr^^ufkiu . — 1 seetimi, ^"th Soiuia^ Laba Cossacks. 

lihnya-Kaia, — 5th campaiiy, 1 ord llegimont, i secti-jii, dtli Laba 

Cossacks, 2 4-pr. guns. 

Band-^JIasnm , — 1 section, 6tli S'dn'm^ Laba Cossacks. 

» Total, 5 coiiipaiiios, :l Sotuias^ S guns. 

B . — On tub MichXelotsk Levs. 

Krmnrjtfjisky 2 companies Krasaovcdsk Local Baltfi]i.!Ti, 2 d-pr. muzzle- 
loadiiig guns. 

Mirkdeiorsl \ — Part of the railway battalion. 

2ht^ia-Kdi’L — Ikirt of the railway battalion. 

— ist cuiiip.my, Trans-Caspian Battalion, part of tisi* Railway 
Batta.iii'iii, ] 4-pr. muzzle- loading gun. 

J/dii'i . — I oi* :!nd compr.n}', I'nuis-Caspian Ihiltalion, part of the Railway 
Biiltalioii, 1 4-pic iiiuzzledoading ■giiii. 

yi/T/oi- A'c/hen, — -i of 2nd cuiii]nny, TroBS-Caspian Lattalion, j’art of tlie 
■ ILiil way Battalion. 

I\(i:d^yli \ — did company, Trans-Caspian Battulion, 1 seclioa of 1st 
Tainaii Cossacks, i 4-pr. grin. 

i Kizii-Jrrdt , — 41 h Cvaifanjg Tiaiis- Caspian Baltalimi, | of 1st Solnia 

Taman Cossa* ks, 3 4-pr. guns. 

Total, ID coir4|)anies, j ATarn, S guns. 

C'. — In th'b Omk,. 

BdisiL — dtli and Ttli companies, 74rd Regiment, 1 seetiori, 1st Sohiia^ 
Taman CcFsacks, d 4-]ir, guns, 1 niitiaiileuse. 

12th company, 78i'd Regiment, 1 section, Ph Suinia^ Taniaa 
Cossacks, I 4-pr. gun, I mitrailleuse. 

iMtniii. — 8th and llth companies, 7 'ird Regiment, 3 seciimis, 4ili Soffna^ 
Taman Cossacks, 1 4-pr. gim, 1 mitraiilease. 

Gvk-Tapa . — Dth and Pith companies, 73rd Regiment, 1 sectiim, 5lh Sohiia^ 
Taman Cossac*ks, b D-pr. guns, and 4 mortars. 

BuztMin . — 3 sections, 5tli Sofnia^ Taman Cossacks, 

Cknli . — (in the defile of the Kopet-Dagh) . — Taman Cossacks* 

I Total 7, companies, 31* Sutnias^ 2i guns. 

]J. — Adtanceb Foece at AsrailBAD. 

74th (Stavropol) Regiment (12 companies), £iid and Srd Bofnim^ Taman 
Cossacks, 4th Battery, Kith and 6th (Mountain) Battery, 21st Brigade, Srd 
company, 2iid Sapper Battalion and Heliogmphic DetachiiienR 

Total, 13 companies, 1 detachment, 2 mtnias^ 16 field guns. 

Besides the above, there were in' the armament of the forts and in the 
artillery stores 18 4-pr. guns, 1 mitrailleuse, and 12 mortars.* 

Grand Total, 5,886 Infantry, 907 Cavalry, 700 Artillery men.f 


^ The c*ompa.Ey of fortress artillery was distributed among the forts.— 
t Iii Appendix 86, see Numerical Eetuni of fcbe several Arms.— 
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ontJ.9 21st March f^nd) April tbe.fieU telegraph opened a temporary station 
atKa!at-r-^urA erdi4vharr Posts for the immanent line through the w.m 
were cut m the Clinli eh^lehy the 3 it 1 Battalion, SamuriiegimeDt, and a com- 
^ f and then brought down and used for the line 
llaiat^A.^kliabafL In the end otMareh the telpg*ra-li station at Cldt waselib^t^cL 
e 2^ (‘^th April), in view of his approaching departure 

for St. Petetsourg, tlie I'emporaiy Commander of the Troops gave over the 
command of the troops and the administration to General Bbhrberg, who was 
Mtnig as Chief of the Staff, and under his orders was placed Lieutenant- 
Uulimel lvuzmin-lvarava 5 - 8 ff, who proceeded to form a new Staff. 

General Skohelell’s Staff was sent to Krasnovodsk where they had still to 
remain some time for the licjiiidation of accounts. 

On the 12th (24th) April General Skobeleff finished his inspection of 
the proposed frontier, and on the 13th (rlSth) arrived at Gok-Tapa. Thence 
he went on to Barai and then to Krasnovodsk, wliere he remained two dav.s to 
settle up aflairs and then on the 27t]i April (7tli May)* he sailed idhe 
st€ftiii6r CMi/ci-fi/iiHit for Ts'intsiii. ■■ ■ ' ' 

n I.TH Stalls of the Force remained at Krasnovodsk till 1st 

(IJth) June vvlieii they were broken up, ami their duties taken over by the 
tem}K>rar,y administration meutiuned above. 

lo finish up the affairs of the -Fxpedition, a special committee under Maior- 

y.oeiieral vasiocvii •tnish-ent from Tiflis.'' ■ 

On his departure General Skobdtff loft affairs in Trans-Caspia in the 

, following* statr-*':— . ■ . 1 . 0 ^=, 

After thedepartureof the troops of the •21st Division, the 1st Battery 21st, 
SruBattery llHh, and 4 tli Battery 20th Brigade, the division of dragoons, 
tac 1 oltava Cossae^s, and the .3 Sulimx of the 5th Orenburg Cossacks, t there 
remained the following troops in the country : ' 

73rd (Crimean) Begiment (3 battalions). 

74th (Stavropol) Regiment (3 battalions), 

Krasnovodsk Battalion (2 companies), 

Trans-Caspian Battalion (4 companies). 

Taman Cossack J^giment (6 Sofmas). 

6th and 6th Sotmas, Laba Cossacks. 

4th Battery, 19th Brigade. 

6tli (Mountain) Battery, 21st Brigade. 

Company of Gunib Fortress Artillery. 

, 8rd company, 2nd Caneasus Sapper Battalion.t 

HeliograpMc detachment. 

These troops were distributed as follows on the 2oth April (7th May) : 


A, — Oh tum Ateak Lihb. 

companies 73rd Regiment, 1 section, 5th SoMa 
Laba Cossacks, 2 9-pr. guns, 2 mitrailleuses. 

Aardj,r-3-\,r.~l section, 6th Salma, Uha Cossacks. 


JL mi - *'i-. . . ;'So ' 



h- ^ p. ; . a/ : ; 

" . rfj’ ^ > •'« |"‘ j” f . * • ' ' 


Ydgli-Olum. — 8rd ccimpaOT^^ 73r(l Regiment, 1. section, 5th Sotnia^ Mha 
Cossac'ks* 

Clidi . — 1 section, 5tli Sof.nia^ Laba Cossacks. 

D/fc-Oium.' — 4tli erjmpanj, 73rd Regiment, 1 section, Ctli Sr/iiiMj Laba 
Cos«5aeks, 1 mitrailleuse. 

Tilr^^uikitiu — 1 section, rtl\ T.aba Cossacks. 

KliWiiJa-Kahh — 5th company, 73rd llegim«^nt, 1 section, Oih Sofnia^ Liiba 
Cossacks, '2 4“|Jr. gnns. 

— 1 section, 6th S>dma^ Laba Cossacks. 

Total, 5 eonipanies, 2 Sotuias^ S guns. 

■ jB.— O'N THE MichIelovsk Line. .. 

Kramomdsky % companies Krasnovodsk Local Battalion, $ 4-pr. rmizzle- 
ioadiiig guns. 

Mic/ideiars/c , — Part of the railway Iiattalion. 

jlhdia-KdrL — Port id' the railway battalion, 

Bala-* hew , — ist company, Trans-Caspian Baitalioii, part of tlic Railway 
Battalion, 1 -t-pr. mur.zle-loading gun. 

Aidifi , — I of rhid company, Trans-Caspian Ikuialicm, part of the Railway 
Battalion, 1 4-pr. rniizzle-luading gun. 

Al'clhi^Kiriiaa , — ‘Lid company, Trans-Car* piaii Datlalion, part of the 

Railway Battalion. 

Kazdnjik^ — 3ul company, Trans-Caspian Battalion, I sectiim of 1st Satmay 
Taman Cossacks, I 4-pr. gun. 

Kml*Arrdt. — 4tli eini|;any, Trans-Caspian Baltalion, | of 1st Sainia 
Taman Cossacks, B 4-pr. guns. 

total, 10 companies, f Soimay 8 guns. 

C, — I^r THF5 0/?m. 

BdmL — 6tb and 7tli companies, 7hrd Regiment, 1 section, 1st Sotnmy 
Taman Ch'ssacks, 6 4-pr. guns, 1 mitiaiileiise. 

l£t!i company, 73rd Regiment, 1 section, 4ih Suiamy Taman 
Cossacks, 1 4-pr. gun, 1 mitrailleuse. 

Jjurmi. — 8th and ilth companies, 7*3rd Regiment, 3 seetims, 4ih SotniUy 
Taman Cossacks, 1 4-pr. gun, 1 mitrailleuse. 

Guk-Tapa, — 9th and lOth companies, 73rd Ptcgiment, 1 section, 5lh Sotniuy 
Taman Cossacks, 6 9-pr. guns, and 4 mortars. 

Btmmin » — 3 sections, 5th Sofmay Taman Cossacks. 

CkuU , — (in the defile of the Kopet-Dagh). — ^fith SotmaSy Taman Cossacks. 

Total 7, companies, 3i Sotniasy %l guns. 

i).~ADTAHCED FoECE AT AsKHABAD. 

74th (Stavropol) Regiment (12 companies), 2iid and 3rd Sofnimy Taman 
Cossacks, 4th Battery, 19th and 6th (Mountain) Battery, 21st Brigade, 3rd 
company, 2nd Sapper Battalion and Heliographic DetaehmenL 

Total, 13 companies, 1 detachment, 2 $o(maSy 16 field guns. 

'Besides the above, there were in the- armament of the forts and in the 
artillery stores 18 4'pr. guns, 1 mitiail lease, and 12 mortars.* 

Grand Total, 5,886 Infantry, '907 Cavalry, 760 Artillery men.t 

^ Tlie company of fortress artillery was distn'biited amoug tlm forts.— 

f In Appendix 86, see Numerical Eetum of the several Arms.— 




4-pr. broiizp guns ... 

llHrailknisa .:■■■ ■■■.. - 

18-|)r. martarH ■ ■ ... ^ ■■ ' ' 12 

ltoun4s for light (steal) guns . ■ . ... ■ s/,.... ■ ■ , 2,154 

BoutuIk fur 4-pr, (bn'B/.aj guns ... ... ... 

IhrtiiulH for 3-pr. luionutaju; guns .. ...■■■■ ■ ... l,7<'](r 

8hi}lk for 1S*!|). iiif Hnrs .... ■ ... ' 

Cartridges for initrailleuso .. .. . ■ ■ 

Inlaiiirv itmiuiinitiuii roilijus ■. 9 ' 

t;ava;r/ „ „ I.! ^ “VrKml 

Kevf.lvcr „ ... ... ... rj,-;, 

Ifocki't-fronghs 

Warmekuts'- ■ ' ■ ■ ... .7.' ' ' 2d2 

In "oneral tliero were in pcisses^jiun and in the macra/.InB^ of Tnuis-Caspiu 

9-pr. guns ... ... g (g, jiintSi \va.s misarviefa!) 

4 -pr. ., ... ... ns 

■ 18-lb. mxu’tars . ... ,10 

Mit.rai,ileti3es ■ ■ • ■ ■ '8 ' ' ' 


Ariillery Ammumlioni \ronndi 


For 9-pr. guns 
,, 4-pr. guns 
„ 3-pr. guns 
„ mortars 
„ light (steel) guns 


Berdan 

Krinla 

Ivssrie 

7 line (old pattern) 
Liega rides 


Rounds of S. A. Ammunition, 

- ... ... 2,911,894 

*•“ ' <**.' •»» *•* 474. G96 

99,077 

; ... 78,863 

' ••• **f 9,786 

' ... 16,580' 

37,150 

f**. '*,**' 27 

*<•- •«* 1,916* 

were armed and provided supplies to last, approxi- 
Septemher 1881 . 

I S8, see Beturn of Atiilleiy and Engineer MatSrial in Trans-Caspia 


Infantry 

Caralry 
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The principal mipply-wagazines were at KrasnovodslC; Chikishlilfj, 6ok- 
Tapaj, and AsMiabad. Tla Chikishliar maga 2 ities supplied all the magariaed 
OB the Atrak line, Yagli-Oliim, Dtiz-OIiira, and KhwaJa^Kala. Those 

at Karaja-Batii, Cl|a% Tarsakaii, and Band-IIassan were destined to be broken 
up and their store® transferred to Yagli-Oliim, iioz-Olum, Kliwaja-Kala, and 
Biiiiii. 

On the lfielilelov>k, line, there were magazine’s at Sf iehaelovsk, Bala-Ishem, 
Akeha-Kiiijns, Kizliijik, and Kizii-Arvat^ whic-h were supplied from the 

Krasiiovodsk magazine. 

Ill the o/i’-fA* tiK’TC irvere supply-magazinesat Banii, Ardirnan, Durii%Gok- 
Tapa, and Askh.ihad, the iirst being fed from Krasnovodsk and those at Arch- 
man and Donin partly from Baiiii and partly from Ook-Tapa, The suppdes 
prepared In Persia were transported to Gok-Tapa and Askisaliad.* 

At Knhnuvod.-k, besides the condenser set up on sh(»re, a floating conden- 
ser, w!ii^ 1’ taken to Michaelovsk, was at work. For Yagii-Olnm, a bfdler 
from a -'•^<"^10 loinich (wbich had reached it in Ib&O) had been obtained from 
the n*o'a! aiif!n,nities and was used to condense wniter for the garrison. 

bur the g(*iir’nil t ran. -pm’t of supplies, 4*zO -Fwheeled waggons were amih 
jilpn The troops which had been sent to llie west coast of the (.hspian. had 
landed over tlieir vvaggMus to a s|)eeial committee on reaching the point where 
they ware eijirained, gluing u]) B) ivaggnus in all, and bringing the total up 
to kOO, gi\ ing a carrying p-.nver of ewt. Besides these^ camels had 

been hired from the Tt'kkes who had returned, for the transport of supplies 
in the 

Tim sanitary eonditi.m of the troops was perfectly satisfactory and tba 
typhus, whicdi had ap|-»eared among the troops after the capture of (Jok-Tapaj. 
hid begun to diminish emi^iderably on the approach of the hot weather. The 
same may be said of scuiw^y and dysentery which affected the troops little, now 
that they i^ere in a good sanitary condition. 

A!! the interior of the fortress of Gok-Tapa and the ground round about 
it over which the lighting* had taken place had been carefully disinfected. 
All the troops and baggage sent to the west coast of the Caspian were also 
carefully disinfected at Krasaovodsk and Chikishliar in buildings specially 
coBstrncteii bn* this purpose. 

Tiie tot.al perctmtage f sick only reached 10 per cent. Temporary field 
hospitals were established at Chikishliar, Krasnovodsk/Barai, and Miehdelovsk, 
half-hospitals at Duz-Olum, iiok-Tapa and Askhabad, infirmaries at Khw£Ja- 
Kala> Buuin, Kizil-Arvat, Kazanjik, and Bala-Isliem. The evacuation of 
the sick to the west coast of the Caspian was finished. 

The railway had been .constructed for II o twrsk {7fi| miles), and descended 
the eastern slope of the ptiss across the Little Balkhaus, On the section already 
opeiif'd trains were working, and troops, stores, and passengers were conTeyea. 
The eartli works had been completed and the road levelled up to Kazanjik, 
and parallel with ' this ran the Decauville line up to 146 versis (97i " miles) " 


ftom Michaelovsk. Tk 

Micbaelovsk 

Jffulla-Kari 

Kuto! 

B41a"Tshem 

Aidiu 

**Fa»s** 


The following were the stations 


2nd class. 
3rd „ 
3rd ,, 
2iid „ 
Srd „ 
3rd „ 


* In Apfendix 89, see Eetura of Supplies s*id of llsrine Provisions, Forage, &c,, in the Suppij- 

l%>dts of Tfaais-€aspia ob tk© 1st (IStk) May ISm."— 
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The earthworks and the ■laying of .the ' • . ' ■ 

contract ]).irt!y by government. The contractor emnl.n"cd'’ir^‘^f -n 

bnt the laying of the line, till the arrival of more of th« t ; 

was carrifMl out by the men of the Raihvav ButtahV -n ..MThifr’’’" 
ment labourers. The most Uiifieult part of the work 1, 

there only renunnetl level salt plains, not requirin'^ much «ikI 

ni^-ht up to K'i/il-Arvat. The section of tho T 

to Mulla-Kari wliich lay through shifting saiUs, did n Jt ^limhl. 

by sand, the deposit was always in suJh insiginfleant qra^dHir^ 
be cleared away in time to prevent a stoppage of traffic? 

.. Haidly any step^ had been .taken for the eonstnietioT> K«ii-r .t " ' ■ 

the line, as It had not yet been quite settled what tvpe of buildinJ"”* 

»t 

selves no sums had lieon iissi<>aied and it u-v t ^taUon buildings thir«i. 

f.r tl.. rep,ri„s 

such were verv neee^<?‘n*v T.i i .* y' nne-g*iiauis, aitl.naiO‘h\ 

line, 4 large and .a smali rmgh-Lvvn w^iodeu^ f'u 

intervals between .Mulla-Jvari and \idiii -md I' were buiit at equal 

At the period now spoken of these bloekhouis\rTo 

repairing the lino and the liae-guard.s. (SW Sh’/-'/ , ^ workmen 

b.lw«n mia-I,l,em a" Ka^Vif «' *" (™ “iM 

beaxpatej tkarecauld beat, speaW dfadvania”liTinM“'’'o 

in winter had shewn that if it was necessnrv to f. 9"'’ experience 

water at sonic central point between Bala is'hcm niffi n constant supply of 
small cost to collect rain water in wiiderand 

mer in sufficient quantity, hut the necessitv L-\his vkl' nr?'?”"' ^ f 

remaining points of the line were provided with watel- 

4<),500gal]t,tid wntSdffit^ condensing were at work and gave 

eleeSSlbph’r^ MicWelqvsk was illuminated with the Yablochkoff svstem of 

been XI 

pon whether it was proposed to takp I-L ■/ workshops de- 

to stop it at that plL.^ " than Ki.il- 

B >^X mf (ttSf IpriuSrS’rsiQ MulI.vKari-Kizil. 

a’etaS; rnh7lSanI'“2 

the easf o Ahe TeWraph^^wS^'it h^^^^ estimated sums except 

and which if thus -sat- been proposed to construct alon^ 

!’ been much ebeapef > . 

'''”"' ^ ““ ‘‘bead of ,the / "j 
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railway and the transport of materials for it and the hire of e.stra workmen at 
higher wages were the causes of the excessive expenditure on this head. 

From the time of the opening of traflSc on the 1st section of the railway up to 
Mulla-Karh the working of the whole line- — goods, troops, and passengers — « 
was carried on out of separate funds from those assigned for the coostructioiii 
of the line; hut although the expenses on this head might be covered by a 
saving on otliers, it was impossible, before the raih^a-y was completely finish- 
ed, to say with certainty whether the receipts would cover the cost of working 
of the line. 

The D&auville tramway, although it had been of no small use for the 
transport of stores, especially from Mulla-Kari to Bala-Islieni and thence to 
Aid in, was not, temporarily laid as it was, as satisfactory as had been ex- 
pected, Had it been laid regularly on a permanent way and regularly worked, 
it undoubtedly w'ould have been very useful, especially on level gi'ound with 
plenty of water. The experience on the branch line to the Balkhans shewed 
that on this light railway Decauvilie^s locomotive, instead of horses, might 
have been used with advantage. 

The telegraph was finished up to Askhabad, and the following stations had 


Stations of the Imperial Telegraph. 


, f Telegrax)h Stations of the Trans-Caspian Railway. 

. * Imperial Telegraph Station. 

I Militaiy Field Telegraj)h Stations. 

^ Stations of the Imx^erial Telegraph. 

The state of affairs in the newl^^-oceupied country was as follows. From 
the Tajand and from Marv people were still constantly arriving in small 
parties. Those who returned settled on their former lands and began their 
agriculture, except the people of Bami and Ki 2 ;ll-Arvat, who, being occupied 
almost exclusively in cattle-rearing, still remained in the desert, but would 
soon have to come in. In all, in ^>5 villages 7,000 kibitkas of Clumurs (about 
from 23,000 to 25,000 souls of both sexes) had settled down again. Of the 
influential men, Mahtum-Kuli-Khan and Kurban-Murad-Ishan had not yet 
returned. There was no hope of the return of the former, but the latter would 
probably come in. 

There had been issued to the people 5,920 cwt. of wheat, 3,392 ewt. of maize, 
6 to cwt. of flour, and about 8,000 ktbiilas. Those who had no water of their 
own, had been given such by order from that formerly belonging to families 
who had not returned or all of whose members had fallen at Gok-Tapa or who 
had migrated. The people bad chosen their own Elders and Mir-dhs to regulate 
the water-supply. About 300 Tekke families who had long before emigrated 
to Persia and had there received grunts of land had also returned to the 


been opened : — 

Cliikisliliar 

Yagli-Olum 

Duz-Olum 

Khwaja-Kala 

Ivrasnovodsk 

MicMelovsk 

j^Iiilla-Kari 

Bala-Isliem 

Aidiii 

Pass ” (Perevdl) 
Kazan jik 

Kizil-Arvat 

Bami 

Arcliman 

Duran 

Gok-Tapa 

Askhabad 
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The majority of the Chdrvas had gone out into the desert to Kliiva and 
Marvj and notables had been sent to them to invite them to return to their 
pastures in Akliai. All mills and karzzes which had been destroyed during 
the war had been repaired at our expense. 

The decision of disputes among the inhabitants was left as before to 
their Kdzis in more important eases the Tekkes came to the Eussian author^ 
ities. As far as possible^ the population bad been disarmed^ and it bad been 
explained to them that henceforth there was to be an end of their raids. All 
captives in the omis had been set free and sent home. Slavery Inul been put 

Many people had returned to the oasu who had gained their livelihood by 
raiding, and these were held in high honour among the masses. It was neces- 
sary to find an occupation for them, and many entered our service as Jigih. 

Complete peace reigned over the whole oam from Kizil-Arvat to Gavars. 
Not a shot had been fired after the 12th (24th) January, and the Eussian 
power was everywhere believed in. The terror at the assault had been so 
great that its impression would long remain in the minds of the people. 

The inhabitants who possessed camels had willingly hired them out to the 
troops on payment. In ail 9,073 animals had been obtained in this manner.'^ 

The YawdU did not at first cross to our bank of the Atrak. A small 
number of their Eihitkas which had been nomadizing in our territory returned 
to Persia, when it was explained to them that they would have to pay a tax for 
the right of pasturage on our side of the frontier. t 

* lieporfc from Spolatbog* to the Cominaiuler of the Ex])(‘(lition, No. 155, dated l-ith (fOtli) 
April 1881. In Ap][)endix 70, see List of Settlements in the iVkhal-Tekke Ca^^is showiiig tlie inim- 
hi i‘ of I’lirkninans who had returned to them. — Author, 

t Diary of the Asiatic Section tif the General Staff, 1881, No. 13, page 132-110, and Notes 
given to General Skoheieff by Prince Ivlulkotf. — Author, 


CHAPTEE XVII. 


Mission of Colonel GrO(leki>ff to the northern provinces of Persia to foim a lateral supply 
base. — Iiistmctions given to him by the Temporary Commander of the Triins-Caspian 
Field Force and hy the Russian Ambassador at Teheran. — He lief of the Sipali- Baker, 
Tlie Kurd provinces.— — Difficulties experienced by Colonel Grodekofi' in 
fulfilling his loission. — Formation of supply-depots near the Tekke frontier.-'” Transport 
of the supplies collected to Gok-Tapa and to Askhabad. — Cost of the whole of the 
victualling operations in Persia, 

Before leaving St. Petersburg, General Skobeleff had thought of utilizing 
Persia as a source of supply for his army and of forming a lateral base of sup- 
plies as near as possible to Gok-Tapa. 

On arriving at Childshliar, one of his first cares was to write to our 
Ambassador, Zinovieff, saying that he hoped to make use of Khurassaii, 
Bujnurd, Kuchan, and Daragaz as sources of supply and partly of means of 
transport also, and that he therefore requested his eo-operution when the 
time eame/^" 

Zino vieff turned to the SipaJi-Salar^ izaniy and procured from him on the 
SOtk May (1 1th June) the following instructions to the llk/utnis of Bujnurd 
and Kuchan : — ^VThe iiewly-appointed commander of the troops at Chat and 
elsewhere, General Skobeleff^ has applied to the Russian Embassy to obtain for 
him from the Persian Government instructions for you to co-operate with the 
commissary, who will be sent by His Excellency to Kuchan (Bujnurd) to 
purchase supplies and other necessities. In view of this and of the 
friendship which subsists between the two powers, Persia and Russia, 
I order you, in the event of General Skobeleff sending* a commissary 
or other person to Kuchan (Bujnurd) to buy supplies or other necessi- 
ties, to give such commissary or person every assistance, to remove all 
obstacles from bis way, and generally to regard the officer sent by General 
Skobeleff as an agent sent by a friendly and respected power. You will bo 
guided by this principle, and will act in accordance with it and report to me of 
everything.'*^ 

Zinovieff did not think it necessary to obtain similar instructions for the 
Governor of Daragaz, as the theatre of our operations was far distant from 
that province, and as in Persia it is generally best to obtain as few such orders 
as possible, because with a multiplicity they not unfrequently lose their force. f 
In the event of the necessity arising of our being forced to buy in Kiiii- 
rassan, at short notice, a considerable quantity of supplies, the Ambassador 
got a promise from the Government that, as in 1879, a special Persian com- 
missary with full powers should be sent to the place of purchase. J 

In 1879, General Lazareff had meant to make use of the Kurdish prov- 
inces for the collection of supplies, and had even sent an . Agent, Lienbin- 
ant Zaiiialbakoff, to Bujnurd. He, however, was not furnished with money, 
as there was very little of it in the treasure chest, and the required sams§ 
were found by the contractor Karganoff, who sent his clerks with the money. 

^ Letter frem General Skobeleff to Zindvieff, No. 1, dated 12tli (24th) May 18S0. — Author, 
t Letter from Zindvieff to General Skobeleff, No. 28$, dated 5th {17th) June 1880. — Author, 
i Letter from Zindvieff to General Skobeleff, No. 281, dated 5th (17th) June 1880. — Author^ 

§ In all, 2,000 — Author, 
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(u‘n;^r4l J/n/:iieff iuul rnoani It) have the supplies so collected sent to Chat and 
Daz-Oleni. 

From ('hikishliar to Chat the distauee is 132 rerds (S8 milse) and to 
L)n7.-0]um IbO rents (120 miles). From Bujnnrd to either or the two latter 
is a])out 200 (1331 miles). It* we suppose that the supplies had beon taken 
from Bujnurd to Chat and Duz-Olum, they would have had to traverse 182 
and 135 cents (1214 and 90 miles) to reach Burma, where General Lazarett 
had p^roposed to concentrate two months^ provisions; and the 

whole difficulty of the enterprise consisted in their transport over this distance. 
General Lazarefl; did not regard the suprplies from Persia as a reserve in the 
event of great losses among the camels, but as the means for the current sup« 
]>ly of his force, for the delivery of supplies by sea did not always correspond 
with the requirements of his troop)s. In addition to this, to send supplies straigdit 
from Bujnurd to Burma would have been excessively risky. Their movemeni- 
}>y the caravan route even to Chat and Duz-Oliim was also risky, for the road 
to those places from Bujnnrd lies for almost its whole length through a desert 
tract exposed to the inroads of the Tekkes, and therefore it %vas impossible to 
send convoys without an eseoii. But our troops were forbidden to cu'oss the 
frontier, and it was impossible to expiect an escort from the Persians, even if the 
latter Government took upon itself to deliver supplies befoa’e the eap)ture of 
Gok-Tapa. For all these reasons, advantage could not be taken of the su])- 
plies procured at Bujnind. 

Tn August 1879, when our force moved up against Gok-Tapa, an official 
Yakhia-Bek-Tairoff was sent to Bujnurd wdth money. On arriving at this 
place in the beginning of September, he found that Kargaiioif's clerks 
had only been able to buy 3,712‘f8 cwt. of bailey and 727*2 ewt. of flour, but 
that of this quantify they had weighed none and had not received a single 
grain. Worse still, they had not a single sack, without which the transp^ort of 
the supplies was of course impossible.* Tairoff was ordered to send the sup% 
plies to Puruu, but the preparation of the sacks and the receipt of the supplies 
I'equired so much time, that our army, even if successful, would have had to 
retire, as it had no supplies, and the transport service on the Atrak was complete- 
ly disorganized, and much time would have been required to make arrangements 
with the Persian Government. 

General Tergukasoff, who did not propose to at once occupy the Aklial- 
Tekke oask^ but had mtjcle a plan for its subjugation in five years, sent an 
order to Tairoff in the end of 1879 to sell all he had bought and discharge the 
transport hired by him.f 

In short, supplies collected in Persia could only be of use to us when 
they were concentrated near the Tekke frontier opposite Gok-Tapm or Askhabad. 

In the end of July the question of transport for the Expedition had pn^acti- 
cally been settled, and its Commander could count on 10, O€0 Central Asian 
camels (6,000 bought on the Lower Emba and more than 3,000 from Gromoff, 
from Khiva and the Ust-Yurt), besides those bought in Mangishlak and those 
which might be furnished by the Persians. The possibility of in the end of 
the year transferring our base from the Caspian sea to Bami and beginning 
operations against Gok-Tapa had also been established. This mass of camels, 
however, even with the best organization, could only be expected to do con- 
stant work for 4 or 5 months at the Tnost. 

Letter from Tairoff to Colonel Malam, dated Bujnurd, Vth (19tli) September 1870.— 

t Tairoff kept 200 mules at Bujniird for a wtole montli in expectation of orders to send sup- 
pBestotbe force. — Author,, . • ■ 


With the expected camels, a base eonld be organized at Banii and troops 
could be sent up with the neeessasy baggage to Gok-Tapa ; but this would 
require sucda exertions that a time eoiild be foreseen when our resources in 
transport would be completely exhausted. The impossibility of determining 
the dale of the end of our operations against Gok-Ta])a, the uneertainty as to 
whether the I'ekkes would prolong their resistance after the fall of their for- 
iress, or, what would be the same thing, after the loss about that time of all 
our camels, and finally the special nature of the whole situation as shewn by 
the extreme difiiculty of regulating the movements along the lines of com- 
munication by these of the advanced force — all these compelled the Command- 
er of the Expedition, on the one hand, to look to Persia, for the formation of a 
new base which we might make use of afterthe fall of Gok-Tapa, and, on the 
other, to form a small wheeled-transport with horses which should be our 
standby after the camels had been lost. 

On the o 0th July ( 11 th August) General Skobeleif telegraphed to the 
Russian Ambassador at Teheran that he clearly saw the necessity, for the ulti- 
mate success of the Expedition, of concentrating a certain pro])ortion of supplies 
in the northern provinces of Persia. In his opinion, there were two means of 
obtaining supplies : they might be ordered by a commercial agent under im- 
mediate oflieiat protection — a protection, however, of which he might not always 
make honourable use., — or their collectioii might be entrusted to officers. In the 
latter case,’^ wrote General Skobeleff to the Ambassador, I will answer with 
my head that the afiair will be carried out honourably, carefully, in a politic 
manner and according to orders, and that the Russian name and our political 
jvlations will not be compromised. I think also that the officers chosen by me 
will understand how to awake suspicion to a less degree than commercial 
agents, who will look from a mereantile point of view on their ^^/it/^f-offieial 
position/^ If it appeared that the presence of officers in the northern prov- 
inces of Persia was undesirable, they could at once be replaced by commercial 
agents; but as a rule it was dangerous to employ such on this duty. /^An 
extensive purchase of siipplies,^*^ continued General JSkobeleff, is after all only 
half the battle, for with the small amount of transport in the country, much 
skill, devotion, and finally honest}^ are necessary to successfully concentrate 
the supplies at a given point. Our end is to form a lateral base as near as 
possible to our temporary object of operations — Gok-Ta])a.'’‘' 

In view of such important considerations, the Commander of the Expedi- 
tion nominated, for the formation of the base in Persia, Colonel Grodekoff, 
who had already been in this country and was acquainted with its resources 
and with many influential personages.’^ General Skobeleff requested the 
Ambassador to give him his conclusions on this matter, as they would influence 
all his further ideas. If the above plan is impossible, he wrote to him, 

it is impossible to think of the subjugation of the oans in the immediate 
future. On the contrary, the concentration of flour and barley at Garmab 
will permit of our operating freely. Eor my part, I will be certain of success 
before I decide to 

Notwithstanding the displeasure expressed by the Persian Govenmrent at 
some of General Skobeleff^s dispositions, the Ambassador saw not the least cause 
to fear danger in fulfilling the GeneraPs wishes. Zinovieff^s explanation to the 

^ Letter from General Skobeleff to tbe War Minister, Ko. 3, dated Krasnovodsk, dated 24;tb 
September (6th October 1880). — Author, 

t Teleg.i'am from General Skobeleff to. JSindvieff, dated Buz-Oliim, 30tli July (lltb August) 
1880 ; and letter from General Skobeleff to the War Minister, No. 3, dated Krasnovodsk, 24th Sep- 
tember (6th October) 1880* — Author, 
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Bijhik-Salar-’A.caM^ regarding General Skobeleff’s proposals in May, had its 
and the setting a.t liberty of the Yam ut Elders linaily efl'aeed all unfavourable 
impressions. The consent, given by the Commander of the Expedition to a 
Persian Military Agent, Colonel Zulfagar-Khan/ being attached to our Staif 
was received by the SlialYs Goveniment with gratitude. 

On asking Mirza-Hiissein-Khan to what extent we might, count upon 
the co-operation of the Shiih^s Government, Zinovieff recei ved an assur- 
'anee that all the resources of the frontier districts of Khiirassan would be 
placed at our disposal. The Ambassador therefore informed General Skoheielf 
that there would be no obstacle to Colonel Grodekoff and his assistants being 
sent, but that it was only desiiable that they should appear in Persia as com- 
mercial agents. In the opinion of the Ambassador, it was necessary to observe 
this precaution because, according io Sip dh-^8diar^ the Persian Govern- 

ment would be placed in a difficult position by the appearance in Khiirassan 
of Russian Officers and by the suspicions which this would arouse in the minds 
of the English Agents, and also to preserve our officers from the cheating 
commonly practised in Persia against foreigners, especially those in an official 
position. t 

It must also be remarked that in the Ambassador's telegramj on this sub- 
ject it was stated that there would be no objections to Colonel Grodekoff and the 
others going into Persia and then came these words : I do 7wt think it advis- 
able that they should be sent in the quality of commercial agents/"’ General 
Skobeleffi very naturally took this telegram to mean : If you do not send 

officers as commercial agents, it will be necessary to send them in military 
uniform, all the more so as it has been decided to gi ve them an escort of 
Cossacks and gendarmes The Ambassador had oieaiit to say : ‘‘ There will 

be no objection, but I think it advisable, A nustake had been made in 

the telegram, and thus our mission left for Persia iir uniform, and in the 
letters from the Temporary Commander of the troops to the Hkhdnis of 
Bujnurd and Kuclian sent by Grodekoff for transmission to those dignitaries, 
the latter was styled Colonel/^ From the appearance of Russian officers in 
uniform in Persia, several misunderstandings arose, as will be mentioned 
later on. 

* Before Colonel Grodekoff’s departure, he received the following instrue* 
tions from the Communder of the Expedition. At Bujnurd and Kuehan he 
was to purchase two months^ supplies for 6,000 men and 8^ months^ for 3,000 
horses, giving a total of 6, tOO cwt. floiu', 1,440 cwt. rice, and 21,600 cwt. barley. 
His main object was to obtain the supplies as soon as possible, and there- 
fore, to save time, it was better to pay too much in Persia than delay the Expedi- 
tion and cause huge sums to be spent upon it. Neither money nor gifts were 

* In 1870, General Lazareff expressed a wish to have a Persian Military Agent attached to 
Ms' Sta'fle. This proposal was accepted by the Shah, and Colonel Znlfagar-Khan was nominated. In 
May 1880, the Persian Government requested ZtndviofiB to obtain the consent of General Skobeleff 
to this officer being again attached to the Staff in Traus-Caspia. But Zindviofi;, in communicating 
to the Persian Government General Lazareffi^s wish, had been guided by the consideration that tiie 
relations between the Temporary Commander of the troops and the Persian frontier authorities Lad 
been strained, and that- the presence of a Pershm Agent with our force would remove all causes of 
disagreement. ^In May 1880, when the Persian Government again addressed Zinovieff with regard 
to Zulf agar- Khan, it was still impossible to ffx the time of our decisive advance against Gok-Tapa, 
and therefore Zindvieff had at first refused the request of the Persian Government.— Letter from 
Zinovieif to General Skobeleffi, Ko. 286, dated 6th (I7th) June 1880. — Author, 

t Report from Zindvieff,. Bo. 08,. dated 12th (2^) August 1880. — Author, 

j Of the 2nd (14th) August 1880. — Author, 

§ Telegram from General Skobdeff to Bo. 4997,' dated 9th (21st) September 

1880 . — Author, ,, 

11 The Russian word for not is ne^ and for but w m : hence the mistake.’*-'/. Jf. G. 
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to be spared;, and ail means generally were to be used to concentrate the 
supplies as near as possible to Gok-Tapa and keep them in good order. In 
this matter he was to keep in view the instructions given him the 
Ambassador.'^ 

Colonel Grodekoff was given identical letters for the twm llM/niis, rimoing 
as i"olh»ws : 'Ulonsidering you a well-disposed ally and friend of our gaod 
common cause, I, beiuL^ of the same opinion as you as regards the Tekke 
brigands^ desire to be acquainted more closely with you. For this purpose I 
send to you a person trusted by me, Colonel Grodekoif, to greet you and 
to communicate to you the desires of my heart for the common good. After 
wishing you health and success in ail jour affairs, I remain, the General and 
Aide-de-Camp of my mo»st Gracious Sovereign the Emperor, Skobeleff.^^ 

To assist Colonel Grodekoff were detailed Voh^kar.oi-SlarsJiina Diakoff, 
Squadron Commander of the Poltava Cossacks, Staff-Captain Erdeli, Aide-de- 
Camp to General Skoheleff, Lieutenant Krishtopenko, company commander 
of the Apsheron B^egiment, and Yakhia-Bek-Tairoff, a Taotar of Karabagh^ 
and head clerk of the Staff of the force. Besides those, there wereThree inter- 
preters, 18 Cossacks of the escort, two gendarmes^ and four natives. All the ofli- 
cars, Cossacks, gendarmes and servants vmre armed with Cossack Berdan Eifles, 
For their expenses were taken 100,000 rouhUs in gold, 12,750 roubles 
worth of Persian krdns^ and 50,000 roubles in credit notes, total 162,750 
ronhles. In addition the mission was provided with gifts to the value of 5,79-1 
roubles. , . 

When the question of Colonel Grodekoff^s mission was settled, General 
Skobeleif was excessively anxious to remove the slig'htest causes which might 
endanger our relations with the Persian officials. With this intention, he 
strictly forbade not only our troops but also our Jigits to cross the Atrak ; he 
was against our troops visiting Kari-Sala and Niikhur (which was not much 
liked by the Pi'.rsiau Government) ; and finally he forbade anyone at all being 
sent across the Atrak to buy camels or on any other pretext, Now, the 
■main- tiring he wrote, to prepare supplies for the force before Gok-Tapa; 
everything' else is of secondary importance and must therefore be saerificed.^^ 
To win over not only the officials of Bujnurd, hut also the mass of the 
people, to our side, General Skobeleff proposed to Colonel Grodekoff on his 
arrival at Bujnurd to inquire into the matter of the plundering of a Kurdish 
caravan on the 14th (26tli) xYugust beyond the Sumbar and in Pea sian territory 
at a point 61) vents ( tO miles) from Duz-01um,t and, if he considered it neces- 
sary, to give pecuniary aid to the Kurdish merchants who bad sraffered. 

Afterwards, when Colonel Grodekoff had arrived at Bujnurd, the Com- 
mander of the Expedition desiring to do what was pleasant to the renowned 
llkhmi of Bujnurd and to show him the justice of the Imperial Government,^^ 
ordered Colonel Grodekoff to pay 600 roubles to the owners of the camels 
which had been carried off at Teken jilcj in Russian territory. General Skobeleff 
also expressed a desire that Yar-Muhammad»Khan should take this payment 
upon himself, § and the money was handed over to the Ilkhdni. 

On the 29th August (lOtli September) Colonel Grodekoff^s mission arrived 
on the coast at Gaz, where the Russian factory Pereviil is situated. When 

^ Instructions from General Skobeleff, and from his Chief of the Staff, to Colonel 

Grodekoff, No. 4872, dated 19th (31st August) 1882.— .<4 w^or. 
t See Chapter VII. — Aulhot. 
t See Chapter V. — Author. 

§ General Skobeleff’s telegram sent from CMkiahliar to Astrabad, No* 15S0, dated 5th (17tb) 
September 1880.— 



the men and liorses began to be landed fnnn tlie boat, tlie head of tbe 
Custom-liouse telegrapliod to Teheran that 30 Russian soldier?, who had with 
them 100 boxes of arms, were being landed. On the 1st (1 3th) September the 
mission arrived at Astrabad, and next day left for Shah-Rud, Colonel G rodekoil' 
himself remaining at Astrabad to aw’ait instnietions from the Ambassador. 
The latter had on the ^Sth Aiigast (9th September) notified to the Cv)nsul that 
Russian offieers would arrive ill the quality of commereial agents, and had 
requested him to take all measures to keep their military position a secret/^ 
This latter Colonel Grodekoff only learned completely by ehanee in a conver- 
sation with the Consul on the 4th (Kith) September, and he thereupon tele- 
graphed to the Ambassador : According to your daeision in your telegram 

to General Skobeleff, we have arrived here^ not in the quality of commercial 
agents, but as soldiers, we do not conceal our rank/'’t 

At this time an important event happened in Persia, which affected Colonel 
GrodekolFs mission in this way, that it was detained some time uselessly at 
Astrabad and afterwards at Shah-Rud- — the Sipali-Salar-sizam was removed 
from his ofSce. The story of the overthrow of Mirza- Hussein- Khan may bo 
summarised as follows ; — 

Mirza-Hussein-Khan, thanks to his energy and talents, was one of the 
men best fitted for controlling the home and foreign policy of the Shah'>s 
Government. He recognized perfectly the necessity for Persia of far-reaching 
internal reforms and had just political views upon the international relations 
of his country, but his arrogant, ambitious character rendered him distasteful 
to the near surroundings of the Shah, and in consequence of their intrigues 
he fell under the displeasure of his sovereign and was de]>rived of his 
'..office, : 

It was very well known that the Shah valued too highly the capabilities 
of Mirza-Hussein-Khan to deprive himself of the services of a Minister whose 
influence he could not oppose. The Sipak-^Salav-Azani wuis one of those who 
shared this conviction, and therefore he considered it quite superfluous to 
make concessions to his enemies or to abstain from actions capalde of being 
used against him. ThO’ first symptoms of the Shaba’s dis])leasure sliewed 
themselves in August, Mean-spirited, like the most part of his compatriots, 
the Sipak-Salar-Azam did not, unfortunately, understand how to maintain 
that firmness and dignity which alone could gain the esteem of his enemies 
and followers. Not content with making many attempts, directly or indirectly, 
to arouse feelings of pity for himself in the breast of the Shah, which only 
irritated the latter, he conceived the unlucky idea of gaining the priesthood 
to his side, and, gathering the chief ulemas on the Ist (13th) September, 
he explained to them his idea of toning all his landed property into 
vakuf lands. This circumstance hastened the downfall of the Sipa/i^ 
Salar. 

Directly the Shah received news of the proceedings of his Minister, he 
informed him of his removal from office in an autograph letter running as 
follows ; — ^Por causes connected with the affairs of the Empire, We have decided 
to employ your services for some time outside of the capital, being completely 
satisfied with yourformer services. We have sent you a rescript -written 
by the Amin-ul-Mulk and signed by Us. You are to obey the orders con- 
tained in it, and thus give proof of your fidelity. By this autograph letter 
We order that you are to cont inue to enjoy all the marks of honour wffiich 

' - ^ Telegram from the . Ambassador to the Acting Consul at Astrabad, i^o. 

(9th S«ptember) 1880. — Aufknr. ■ ' • » 

t Tetegram of 4th (16th) September 1880, Ho. Id.—Mt'kor. 
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have been given to you. Onr special prote< ’tion is seenred to von and all 
yourSj and you nuu', with full coafklenee of safety, foifil the duties entrusted 
to } ou and detailed ill the 

Idle rescript written by tlie Amin-til-MuIk^ of wh'hh fact munition is made 
bv the Shah in the above letter, deserves sxrwKdal notice from its originality, 
AVhile nnt accusing the the 8hah tries to calm and pacify 

him. The Shah was far from being displeased with him, and his 
personal regard w’as not changed. Not wishing to deprive himself of 
the strvii'es of Mirza- Hussein- Khan, he propos^<l to giv'e him the posi* * * § 
ti'on of Governor ol: his beloved province, namely, Farsistan- This posi- 
tion was by no means lower than that he had hitherto held. If he 
did not desire that, he might receive the charge of Kazbint and Kamse. 
Finally if he wished for a position of perfect rest, he might be made 
Governor of Kum. Mirza-Husseio-Khan might communicate directly 
with the Shah. Whatever he required would be given to him, but, whatever 
might be his decision, he could only be allowed to remain two days at 
Teheran, counting from the minute when he received the letter and the order. 
Mirza-Hussein-Khan ^vas to avoid doing anything which might bring down 
upon him the displeasure of the Shah against the wishes of the latter. 

The former Sipah-Salar-Azam chose the post of Governor of Kazbin. 
On leaving he vas received by the Shah, who once more assured him of his 
personal consideration. J Henceforward, however, Mirza-Husseio-Khan was 
completely removed from all connection with public affairs. § 

Among the courtiers who had brought about the fall of Mirza- 
Hussein-Khan Were Nasir-ud-Daula, Minister of Commerce, and Amin-ul- 
Miilk, the vShah^s secretary, each of whom flattered himself that he would 
succeed to the position of Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

The Shah, however, decided otherwise. Hardly had the rescript removing 
Mirza-Hussein-Khan from his office been signed, when the Shah gave orders 
for Mirza-Saiyad-Khan, his former Alinisterof Foreign Affairs, who had been 
residing at Mashad in the quality of (Superintendent of the 

domains belonging to the tomb of Imam-Riza), to be summoned to take over 
the duties of Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the temporary charge of this 
office was entrusted to Mirza-Mahammad.|| 

On the change of a minister in Peivia, not only do all the orders signed 
by him usually lose their effect, but so also do firm. dm of the Shah which he 
countersigned ;5and as all the furmer negotiations respecting Colonel Gixde- 
koiffs mission had been carried on by the Ambassador through the Sipah-^ 
under whose jurisdiction the province of Khurassan lay, the Ambassador 
had at once to bestir himsolf to get new orders sent to the authorities of that 
province. He therefore went in x:)erson to t he Shah and again explained to him 
the objects and importance for us of a sapxdy base being formed. The Shah 

* This rescript was dated 1st (ISfeli) September. Thus the dismissal of the Si^ak-Salar took 
place at the same time as Grodekoirs arrival in Persia. — Author, 

f The bizthplace of Mirza-Husseiu-Khdn. — Author, 

I Telegram from Zinuvietf, Xo. 76, dated 16th {28th September) 1880. — Author, 

§ Letter from Zindvieff to (^rodekojf, No. 453, dated 8th (20th) September 1880. In Novem- 
her 1S80, at the height of the Kurdish rebellion in Adorbeijan, the Shah recalled his former Sipah- 
Salar from his retirement and gave him chief ^command over this province, the Governor of which 
was Muzafar-ud-din Mirza, the heir to the throne, a weak and indolent man. — Author, 

I! Telegram from ZindvieJf, Xo. 77, dated 16th (28th) September 1880. — Author, 

The Governor of shab-Eiid excused himself to Colonel Grodekoff for not daring to give him 
the reception he had a right to expect from his position, by saying that the Si pah- Sat ar had ht-en 
clmnged ,* and that he, the Governor, did not know what views Mirza-Saiyad-Khan might have 
as regards the Russimi mission. — Author. 
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expressed his perfect readiness to confirm the orders |)reviously given as to 
the Khurassan OiGScials co-operating with the Russian agents in obtaining the 
necessary quantity of supplies and forage^ and ordered the Jimd/is asked for 
by Zinovielf to be prepared. Hardly^ however, was this question decided, 
when a new difiicuity presented itself, namely, the arrival of Colonel Grode- 
kof and his Staff in military uniform* 

The Shah was very much astonished at this, and demanded an explanation 
from Zinovieff. The latter pointed out that all the misunderstanding had 
arisen from the mistake in the telegram, and expressed a hope that the Shah 
would lay no special stress on this trifling circumstance* The latter did not 
consider further remark necessary, but expressed a wish that Colonel Grodekoff 
should continue his journey in the quality of a commercial agent."^ 

General Skobeleff was astonished and even alarmed"'’ at this misunder- 
standing. He wrote to the Ambassador : I am alarmed specially because 

from the day T took over my present duties, I have been enabled to experience 
and value the heartiness and patriotic feeling you have shewn in assisting 
me in my difficult work. It is very unpleasant for me to be the unccnscious 
cause of rendering your position, already sufficiently insecure and difficult, 
as the representative of Russia, more complicated, and that at an important 
period when the Central Asian Question threatens to place itself on the levcd 
of an international affair. To me in particular, as a Russian, it is very import- 
ant to remove all causes which might tend to awake the suspicion of the Persian 
Government, and thus indirectly to strengthen the influence of England. My 
deep conviction, formed in years of almost constant service in (!^entral Asia, 
is that our influence and power in these countries rests on such a firm basis 
as to avoid for us the necessity of supporting our prestige by such extreme 
diplomatic, financial and military measures as the British Government has 
been compelled to resort to. Our position in Asia has nothing in common 
with our position elsewhere, and its beginnings must be sought for in that 
arbitrary and morally unjustifiable state of affairs which England has kept up 
in India since the beginning of the present century. The might of Russia, 
God be praised, brings with it in Asia peace, equality, and freedom of persons 
and property ; it is based not on privileged classes, but on the struggling 
multitude.""t 

The fears of General Skobeleff for the failure of Colonel Grodekoff"s 
mission were so great that he telegraphed to him : You must always keep 

in view a decorous withdrawal, on the first detnand of the Ambassador."-’ 

When the news of Colonel Grodekoff "s arrival at Astrabad reached Teheran, 
Thomson visited Zinovieff and enquired the object of the mission entrusted to 
Grodekoff, and, among other things, asked whether that oflieer had not in 1878 
made a journey from Tashkand to Astrabad, via Herat and Masbad. Zino- 
vieff replied that Grodekoff had actually visited those places, and that now he 
had come into Persia to gather supplies for our troops. Thomson then re- 
minded Zinovieff that in 1878 the Persian Government had pointed out to the 
Ambassadors of Great Britain and of Russia the disadvantages resulting from 
Foreign Agents being sent into Khurassan, and asked that such missions 
should be abstained from now also. ^^In view of the considerations pointed 
out at that time by the Sipak-Salar/^ said Thomson, we did not hesitate to 
recall Captain Napier from that province. But now that a Russian Colonel 

* Telegram from Zin6viefP,,Ko. 73, dat$d 16ih. (28th) September 1880. — Author, 

t Letter from Skobeleff to Zm<5vieff, No, 6053, dated lltb (23rd) September 1880. — Author, 

, % Telfgram from General Skobeleff to Colonel Grodekoff, dated 8th (20th) September 
1880. — Author. 
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is ready to go into Khurassan, it must be foreseen tliat the Cabinet of London 
will also not delay to send Napier again to Mashad/^ 

till now/’ replied Zindvieff, am not aware of the objects of the 
mission entrusted in 1878 to Captain Napier^ but I cannot conceal from you 
that the prolonged stay of this officer on the frontiers of Akhal and the 
numerous attempts made by him to open up relations with the inhabitants of 
this country have not increased our confidence in Ms inteiitions. Colonel 
Grodekoff^s mission is quite another matter. There is nothing secret in his 
instructions. His object is clearly defined ^ and this officer is to limit himself 
to visiting places which can furnish supplies for our troops. Besides;, the 
relations between Russia and England have considerably changed since 1878, 
and the mistrust of one another, which prevailed at that time, has since then 
disappeared.^^ 

Thomson confined himself to replying that he did not think it possible 
to express an opinion on the -com munality of these ideas, the importance of 
which could only be rightly judged by the British Government.* 

In consequence of all these circumstances, it was only on the 6th (18th) 
September that the Ambassador permitted Colonel Grodekoff to proceed to 
Shah-Rud.t Here he received from Zinovieffi three identical and origin al 
fnmns from the Shah to the IlkJidnu of Bujnurd and Kuchan and the Oov- 
ernor of Daragaz, and instructions as to his duties. 

The dated IrZtli Shawal 1297 [6th (IBth) September 1880], ran as 

follows : According to the representations of the Imperial Russian Embassy 

presented to us by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, a certain quantity of 
supplies is required for the Russian army, for the purchase and transport of 
which certain people have been sent. As we have always been careful to 
fulfil the obligations of the entire friendship subsisting between the two 
empires, by this firmcm we order you to permit the purchase of supplies 
and their transport in such quantity as may not affect the dearness of 
provisions or hurt the inhabitants of the country, and you are not on 
this occasion to refuse your aid or co-operation. Finally you are to fulfil 
the above orders in a proper manner, and you will consider them binding 
on ■ ■ 

In his insti’uctions, the Ambassador required ' Colonel Grodekoff to avoid, 
as far as possible, everything which might remind the Persian Government 
of his militarjT- position or awaken its suspicions. He thought it necessary 
that Colonel Grodekoff should go to Mashad to make the acquaintance ol: 
Prince Ilukn-ud-Daula who was ruler of the whole of Khurassan, and to 
whom the Shah had sent a telegram requiring him to render assistance 
according to the spirit of the firmans, tie advised him to avoid too close re- 
lations with the Ilkhdnky so as to give the Persian Government no cause to 
think that we had any special objects in view, and to abstain from everything 
which might give the Persians cause to suppose that he had any other in- 
structions such as the collection of information which did not bear directly on 
the main object of his mission, road-sketches, &:c. The distribution of presents 
to the IlMdnis and other officials was necessary to bind them to hearty co- 
operation, but there should not be too great liberality in this matter. In 
taking advantage of the co-operation of the IlMdnis and other Persian Gov- 
ernors, it was not proper to put the whole furnishing of supplies into their 
hands as they might easily abuse this power for their personal enrichment. 

^ Despatch from Zindvieff, No. 74, dated I6th (28tli) September 1880. — Anchor. 
f Telegram from Zindvieff to Colonel Grodeko^, dated 6th (18th) September 1880. — Author, 
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Thf* Ambassador bad aotbiag to say against this^ and, according to Colonel 
Grodekoff ’s request, gave him permission to order Abisirbekoff to obtain 3,200 
to cwt. of flour at Masliad.’^ 

Aikerseiidiugageiits to Nishapur, Sabzawar, and Jiivain, and ordering part 
of the flour from Armenians at SMb-Rud, and sending some of hi>s money to 
Mcishad, Grodekoff and his compinions, all in plain clothes, left Shab-Rud on 
tlie Ibtb (2btbj September for Rujnnrd, having* sent the gendarrmB and part of 
the Cossacks back to Chikishliar at the request of the Ambassador. Marching 
by Jajarm and Sankhast on the 22nd September (4th October) the mission 
reached Bajnurd, and on the same day Colonel Grodekoff was received by the 
Yar- M uham mad-Khan . 

The norfcliern part of Khurassan towards Turan is peopled by Kurds of the 
Shaddellu tribes (tOgiOO houses) in the vildj/at of Bujnurd and of the Zafranlu 
tribe (40,i)00 houses) in, that of Kuchan, and by different Kurd and Turki 
races at Daragaz and Kalat. 

The Kurds were settled on the Turan frontier under Shah Ismail of the 
Sefid dynasty. Up to this time Iran had been defended from the barbarians 
by a stone w^all, the remains of which are to this day visible between the Atrak 
and Gurgan, in the Akhal-Tekke oads at Gavars, and at 26 'verds (17^ miles) 
north of Kaakhka on the dry canal of Torli-Yab.f This wall ran from 
Gumish-Tapa (the Silver Hill) on the south-east coast of the Caspain to Herat^ 
and was called on the Gurgan Kizil-Alcm and by the Tekkes SeLhkandar^ 
Tradition attributes its const ruction to Iskandar Ziiikarriain (Alexander of Mace- 
don), although its real constructor was Naushirwan. Having settled the Kurds- 
oil the northern frontier of Iran, Shah Ismail said: Naushirwan built the 
Kizil-Alan, but I have built a wall of men. Let us see which will prove the* 
stronger- This was the beginning of the war between the Kurds and Tur- 
anians which only ceased in 1831 with the capture of Gok-Tapa and our' 
establishment in the Akhal-Tekke oiuis. 

The Kurds are ruled by Ilkhdnis of one and the same family^ so that this 
office is hereditary, the Shah choosing one or other member of the family and 
appointing him lUchdiii. The Teheran Government has several times appoint- 
ed some of its own officials to be rulers in the Kurd provinces, but this has 
each time caused a rebellion among the people wdio demanded rulers of their 
own race. The Kurds look upon the dynasty of .the Kajars which rales 
in Persia as a power foreign to them, and strongly support their hereditary 
IlkhdtiUy who are more in the position of vassals in their relations with the 
Central Governnaent. The Government of Teheran has influence over the 
llkiidnu themselves, but a direct and immediate participation in the Govern- 
ment of the Kurds it has not and never has had. In consequence of this the 
relations between the llk/itmu and the local population are much closer than 
in the other provinces of Persia, 

Of late years, the Persian Government, finding this state of matters not 
in conformity with its interests, tried to deprive the llkhduu of their 
privileged position and reduce them to the level of ordinary Governors, lliis* 
was about the time that our troops began their reconnaissances in Trans- 
Caspia, and established themselves firmly at Chikishlifo. Teheran evidently 
saw that this would lead to something* When the Russians had established 
themselves to the north of Khurassan, there would be no necessity for 

^ Letter from the Ambassador to Colonel GrodekofT, JS'o. 458, dated litli (23rd) Septem- 
ber. — AutTior, 

t At the latter place. Lieutenant Ali&Ianoff saw the ruins of the wall, which is 9 feet thick at 
the base and somewhat less in height, — Auikor, 
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*tbe llhMnis and their Kurds who hitherto had formed the bulwark of 
Iran against the TuranianSj and therefore the Persian Government began 
to try to get them under its power. With this view it began to follow their 
■actions closely and to pick quarrels vrith them. I huS;, when in 1879 Mirza 
Khanlar- Khan was sent into the Kurdish provinces at the request of our 
Ambassadorto co-operate with our agents in obtaining supplies for the troops^ 
he had secret orders to observe the Ilkhduu^ especially Yar-Muhainmad-KhaBj 
-and see whether in the changed condition of their lives on the northern frontier 
of Khurassan they had any intentions of acknowledging the supremacy of 
the Eussians in consequence of the occupation by the latter of the Akhal-Tekke 
oasis- When a notorious brigand, named Kulehan, plundered two merchants 
on the great Mashad road in the same year and carried off 2,000 tomdns^ and 
when on enquiry it appeared that his band had passed through the territory 
of Bujnurd, a fine of 8,000 to mans was imposed on Yar-Muhammad-Khan, 
to pay which, according to his own words, he had to sell several family jewels. 
When too the ruler of Kuehan was at Teheran on private business in 1880, the 
Persian officials plundered him fearlessly and at the same time did not fulfil 
oue of his requests. 

The llhMnis on their part felt that, with the conquest of Akhal-Tekke 
hy the Russians, their importance as guardians of the Empire would be gone; 
and thinking that, after that, the Persian Government would make short 
work then, they were very adverse to our advance. In former times it 
had been dangerous for the Shah to interfere with the llkhdnis^ because, 
firstly, they had the people with them; and, secondly, they could call in the Tekkes 
to their assistance as they had done several times before. There was another 
cause why the Ilkhdnis were hostile to our advance, and that was the question 
of money. The who had been placed on the frontier to guard it, 
did not confine themselves to a passive defence, but often undertook campaigns 
into Akhal, plundered the Tekkes, and carried off many prisoners. Such 
raids were lucrative matters, both for the Ilkhdnis themselves and for their 
men. The former received one-fifth of the booty, including prisoners, whom 
they usually took in charge until ransomed. Fetters were placed on their feet, 
hands, and necks, and they wore put into a tower, while the llhhdni quietly 
awaited the negotiations for their ransom. Their beep cost hardly anything, 
and therefore the Ilkhdnis did not hurry on the negotiations, but rather let 
them drag out, so that more money might be obtained. The amount of the 
ransom depended uj)oa the position the prisoner had held in his own country, 
but it was hardly ever less than 10.) lom/tns (600 roubles)^ and sometimes went 
up to 1,000. Yar-Muhammad-Khan told Colonel Grodekofi that he had in his 
tower a retainer of Nur-Verdi-Khaii, a man 60 years old, on whom he had 
placed a ransom of 1,000 torndns^ and that he would not abate it one krdv^ 
however long he remained there. 

The military caste who, like the Ilkhdnis^ drew profit from the alamdusp 
wei’e aJso very much against our conquest of Akhal. 

As for the unarmed class of peaceful settlers, traders, a.nd shoj>keepers, 
especially in the border villages most exposed to the Tekke raids, they, on the 
contrary, looked upon the Russians as deliverers and sincerely x>rayed for the 
success of the Russian arms and the establishment of their rule. The author 
was a witness of tearful prayers in the mosques of Shirwan for victory for 
our arms, when the inhabitants heard the fully-confirmed rumour of the 

After the capture of Gok-T^pa, „T^r-Muliammad-Klxaa had to set Mm free without 
payiueut. — Author- 
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pillaging uy cne Tebkes of a caravan from Bujnurd on the 7th (19th) Octuberj 
on which occasion 50 men were killed or carried off into captivity. 

Olie Kurds occupy small villages in the valleys of the hills, allof which, as 
well as their towns, are sarroiindecl by higli walls with towers, and on their fields 
and in their gardens are towers, to which the people could flee on the approach 
of baixlits suddenly. Each Kurd village had its Sirdar or headman, who led the 
villagers on their forays against the Tekkes. Against raids across the 
Tekke frontier, a complete system of guards had been organized on the main 
routes of approach ; but these guards were insufiicient to afford protection 
against the Kailamdns^ or raids of small jjarties, w^hich annoyed the Kurds 
most of all, because there was no means of guarding against them. The Kurds 
immortalized the favourite places of those petty raiders by such names as Tek- 
ndrdn^ which signifies Donff go alone/-’'^ The position of the Kurds was thus 
insupportable. " The Kurd is a Shiah, or an unclean one. Although by law 
every ^Mussulman is free, the Shiah, who is del,>arred from community with 
the islarn of the followers of the Sunni belief, may be sold into slavery. The 
Mussulman savants of Bukhara, Samarkand, and Herat of the 16th century 
looked with scorn on the Shiahs as not being Muhammadans, permitted their 
public sale as slaves, and considered intermarriage with them as mekmkh^ 
i.e.y vile, abominable. t 

The second reason why the common people s^mipathized with the Eussians 
was the burden of the excessive taxes and contributions laid upon them. 
The people felt that, with the arrival of the Russians in Akhal-Tekke, their 
position would be improved, or a way out of their troubles could be found by 
migrating in to Russian territory. Especially heavily burdened were the 
inhabitants of the nil ay at of Kuchan by their llkhiiai^ Amir-Hussain-Khan- 
Shuja-ud-Daula. Prom the vildyat of Kuchan taxes were raised, according 
to a census made 35 years ago to the following extent : — 


Wheat. Money. 


From the town of Kuchan 

f 

Kkarcnr 

; 

sf. Jiaf.?nan$. 

Tomdm. 

2,000 

Urdm. 


„ Sar vihiyat and Cldnar/iu 

... iii5 

95 - 

6,637 

9 

5 ? 

„ v'iUijat 

... 2,274 

55' '■ 

8,651 



„ Vom-vildyat and Shirwan 

810 

60 

5,739 



„ Ketjkanli Jiristan 

... 617 


2,049 



„ Kashkhaua 

... 573 


1,592 



village of Firuza 


... 

1,500 


JJ 

„ Kihin 

• «. 


350 


■S9 

„ . Garmab 

... 


400 



„ Gulgulau 




150 



Total 

... 5,621 

10 

29,068 

9 


The cultivated lands belonging to Shuja-ud-Daula himself alone brought 
him a revenue of 9,330 hhaTvar$ of wheat, and his gardens yielded him 500 
tomdns^ worth of produce. 

Converting the grain into money, the total revenue of the Ilklihii could 
not he far short of 60,000 tomans^ 180,000 silver roubles. With a popu- 
lation of ^00,000 souls, this gives 90 kopecks a head, a small sum according 
to our ideas, but a huge one there, where there is no sale or export trade, and 
where a workman receives 15 kopecks a day. Latterly, when Shuja-ud-Daula 

^ in Turk i moans “one or “ alone in Persian means “do not go.” — Aidlior, 

t The diitf antlan* of tMs fatal edict against the Shiahs was the famous lawyer-priest 
Shams-ud-Dm Hcraii . — Mistory of BuMidra or Trans-Oxauia^hj A. Vtobery, Parti. — Author. 
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had spent much money on the ofEeials at Teheran^ had been punished 
with a fine of 2r)^000 tomdm^ and had acquired a taste for European wines, 
truffles, and other gastronomic delicacies, he felt the want of money and 
began to cast about for new means of raising it. In the bazaars oi Kuchan 
might then be seen sheep^s carcasses, with red seals upon them- 
tax had been kid upon meat ! 

Taxes are arranged in the vildyat of Bujniird according to 
system : — • 

(1) From a jufty i,e.y from the amount of land that 

could be ploughed by one plough and sown with 
wheat or barley, *2 kkaroars (i4b*8 lbs.), equal to Kopeaics. 

a tax of ■ ■ . V.. ■ 1 

4 loads ... ... ... ... 8^ 

Bazl-chark (from threshing) ... ... 1 

Payment for transport for each kharvar subject to 
duty ... ... 

(2) From each family: — 100 bundles of lucerne 

1 load of firewood 

Ca})itation tax ... 

For hire of watchman for fields ... 

■ .'■■■, ^ and 5 

(3) For 1,000 vine-plants, rotibles, 

the same comparative rate, 
brought, as vines. 

(1) For cattle: — Per kopeeks ; rotihle ; and per sheep 

or ram, 15 kopech. In addition to these, an extra tax {(ilafckaf) is 
put on sheep, 1| ronUea per 100 animals. There is no tax on pack 
animals or riding horses. 

(5) Yag-Togli(y a tax of 120 lamb skins and 120 batmdus of oil from 

every 250 houses. 

(6) From new arrivals, not of Shaddelu extraction, is raised, at the 

expiration of five years after their first settlement, a tax, according 
to their condition, which might amount to 1 tAmidfi per family. 

The Yag-Toglu is raised upon a computation made long ago, but the 
other taxes are raised upon a census made every 10 years. 

All these taxes yield 16,000 or 17,000 tomans a year (about 50,000 rotiUes), 

To the Ilkhdni of Bujnurd, in addition to the Shaddelu Kurds, are also sub- 
ject the Goklan Turkumans, occupying, to the number of 6,000 kibitkaSy the fer- 
tile strip of land between the upper course of the Atrak and of the Gurgan . They 
engage in cattle rearing, silk manufacture, and the cultivation of rice, which 
has a sale not only in the vildyat of Bujnurd but also in that of Kuchan, at 
^ Mashad, Sabzawar, and Nishapur. From them, 11,000 tomdm are raised by the 
Ilhhdniy of which 6,000 are paid to the Governor of Astrabad for keeping up 
the administration, and 6,000 remain for his own use.* 

Thus, including his gains from raiding, the revenue of the IlhMm of 
Bujnurd amounted to from 65,000 to 70,000 tomdm. The llkJidrds gave 
no account of the expenditure of the taxes paid in to them for Govern- 
ment, but were bound to guard the frontier of the Empire, keeping up a 
horse and foot militia and guards towards Akhal-Tekke. 

■ ■ The Ooklahs pay taxes as folli>’WS each kmeddn (silk- winding actory and silkworm 

' shed), 3 roubles 50 kopecTcs^ and fjor.wih Msmui o£ rice crop, roubles. A klsmaf is a space of 
20 square' reeds, each reed ‘beiiig suj^wed to be 5 arshins (11 feet 8 inches) long. The crop of xice 
Isf, ^ fMymaximumy lOO foid .’^Auihor. 


The IlMdnis dispense law and justice in tlieir own name, and all affairs 
generally are conducted by them in their own name and not in that of the 
Shah. The people know the llkhdm \ the}?- do not know the Shah. 

The vild//at of Bujoiird is divided into the following jnJgi or strips of 
land separated from one another by mountaia ridges : — Mana, Similgan, 
Sliogan, Chabar-Deh, Chinaran, and'Bujnurd. 

Towards the Tekke oasis in the gorges of India, Soga, Karai, Miaraba- 
Tapa, Khartut, Jallat-Kala, Zarnya, Kaz, Chil-Guzar, Dasht, Imamdanlsi, 
&e., there lived 150 years ago the Emrali tribe, but their settlements 
were abandoned in consequence of . Turkuman raids. In October 1^79, 
the Ilk/idni of Bujnurd received orders from Teheran to settle some peo- 
ple in those deserted localities, if only a few families in each. These 
orders w’-ere evidently given with a view to opposing any claims we might 
make upon these localities when the time came for the rectification of the 
frontier. Orders with the same object in view ^vere also given to the Ilk/idni 
to take various measures to keep the people of Kari-Kala on the Gurgan, and 
to prevent them from again removing to Kari-Kala. Yar-Muiiam mad- Khan 
did not, however, succeed in carrying any of these orders into execution. 

The Staff of the Temporary Commander of the troops was in possession of 
information furnished by Tairoff to the effect that in the vildgal of Eujmird 
16,009 cwt. of wheat and barley could be obtained, in that of Kiichan 6^, KM) 
cwt., and in Daragaz not more than 1:2,800 cwt-. of those products. The infor- 
mation gathered by Napier on the northern frontier of Kliurassan in 1^78 iiuis 
also known to the Staff, and in it the quantity of iiTieat and barley, which 
could be collected for the liussian troops, was only placed at l:b8f)U cwt. 

Tairoff had thus estimated the means of transport on which we could 
count in Khiirassan : — At Bujnurd 200 camels and 400 horses, mules and 
aB«;es, in Kuchan 100 camels and 500 horses, mules and asses, at Mashad 
29/0 camels and 600 mules and horses, at Sabzawar 600 eameis, at Sliah- 
Bud 600 mules and horses, and at xYstrabad *50 mules, total 800 camels and 
about 2,fi00 horses, mules, and asses, giving a carrying power of 5,440 to 
6, too ewt."^ 

At this time, the hereditary llhhdai of the province of Bujnurd wns Yar- 
Muhani mad- Khan, a man of about 45 years of age. He was an old warrior, 
who had seen many changes of fortune. In his youth, under Sugam-ud- 
Danla, llkhdni of Bujnurd, he had commanded the mounted militia of the 
Similgany?i/y/, and had gained renown as a brave warrior and received from 
the Shadclelu Kurds the surname of that is, the wickler of the sword/*^ 

He had taken part in the unfortunate campagin of the Kurds against Niaz- 
Tapa (near Bami), where they sustained a heavy defeat and lost many killed 
and prisoners. He had also served in the unsuccessful operations of the Persian 
Government troops against the Goklan fortress of Kari-Kala. He, however, 
defeated the Tekkes with great, slaughter at Chilguzar on the Atrak,t 
Shah Nasr-ud-Din, on receiving news" cd* this victory, at once sent a firman 
to Y"ar-Maham mad- Khan,. appointing him IlMdnl of Bujnurd. J 

On the Tekke raids beginningto diminish in number in ib73, Yar-AIuham- 
mad-Khan began to mount his horse less frecpiently, but occupied himself 
with administration and the education of his sous, which he entrusted to an 
Egyptian. Ho now began to provide for all eventualities and to amass money, 

^ Notes by Yakbia-Bek-Taii'otf. — Author* 
f ChaptcT VI!.— 

X In December ISbO he received the tide of' Sugdm^ud^Datdai Me., The sharpest, cun’ow o.i:' the 
Empire.” — Author, 
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fearing for his future. He did not remit one hrmi of the taxes of his 
subjects and never let an occasion slip of wringing all he could out of them. 
When dispensing justice, he frequently condemned both parties to pay a fine 
for his own benefit. Nevertheless, the people, remembering’ his military ser- 
vices and seeing that, at the least sign of danger from the Tekkes, Yar- 
Muhammad-lvlian would mount his horse once more to defend them, forgave 
him much, and said : Where the hearth of the llkhmi is', there also will 

his people be.*’^ 

Like the majority of Persian courtiers, he was much given to spirituous 
liquors and even kept a small distillery for his own use. 

Prom conversations with Yar-Muhammad-Khan and his near surroundings, 
Colonel GrodekofF saw that it was impossible to fullil the Ambassador’s instrue- 
tious as to not putting the furnishing of supplies completely info the hands 
of the Ilkhdni^ and that without him it was impossible to do anything. 
Fintf'//, because be was a merchant and wished to sell his corn dear, although 
he did not say so personally ; and, secondli/^ because without his permission 
nobody dared to sell grain. Having given presents to the people in the 
Ilhlimih immediate entourage^ and afterwards presented a few costly things 
to Yar-Muhammad-Khan himself, Colonel Grodekoff succeeded in inducing him 
to take a close and sincere interest in our affairs. The llkhdrii himself and 
his highest officials, Mirza-Agajan, his secretary; Aga-Mirza, superintendent 
of the IlkJidfii^s cattle, and the ParTdsh-Bdshi of Bujnurd, promised to hand 
over to us at Bujnurd within a month, by the 25th October (6th November) 
600 kharmrs^ (4,666*2 cwt.) of flour at 28^^^ krdnn'^ a kharTfar^ and 1,400 
hharmTH (10, ISO'S cwt.) of barley at 25 krdnn per kharvar. 

ITavinc: sent agents to Isfarain and Mianabad to buy flour, and leaving 
Tairoff at Bujnurd to receive the supplies which were to arrive from Shah-llud, 
Sankhast, Sabzaw’^ar, Mianabad, and Isfarain, and also from the .///:// and 
his officials, Colonel Grodekoff with the rest of his party left for Shirvaiu 
Here, at that time, Amir-Hussain-Khan-Shuja-ud-Daula, Ilkhdnioi Bujnurd, 
was living and was preparing for a raid on the Tekke settlements according 
to the wishes of General Skobeleff, communicated to the llkhdui by the Persian 
Government. J 

On the 27th September (9th October), Colonel Grodekoff arrived at Shir- 
van, and thus reported his relations with the llkhdni to the Commander of 
the Expedition; Learning from the Bujnurd horsemen who accompanied 
me that llklidm Yfo-Muhammad-Khanhad visited me, and that any kindness 
on his part would be acceptable to the Russian Government, Amir-lliissain- 
Khan paid me a visit first. Knowing that he was fond of liquor, we placed 
several bottles of wine, liquors, and vodka before him, and in a very short space 
of time Shuja-ud-Daula had drunk several glasses of different wines, and then 
called in his singers and musicians. The men who came with him, his surgeon 
who rejoices in the high-sounding title of Chief of Doetoi’s/'’ and his 
favourites, Vali-Khan and Ramazan-Khan, drank themselves stupid, and a 
regular orgie began. Next day I went to the Amir and presented my docu- 
ments to him. Before him bottles were already standing, and he explained 
that he was recovering from his intoxication. During our conversation, he 
repeatedly partook of brandy, opium, limhuh^ and wine, and ]>y noon was 
quite drunk. In the evening of the same day he invited us to a European 
supper and again got intoxicated to the last degree.’' 

^ A Bujnurd 820*3 lbs. BngUab weight.- — Author, 

t ;A copper hopeoJes^ — Author^ 

J See Chapter XIV — Author » - 
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the 29th September (llth October)^ he imnted us to hunt with falcons 
at Kara- Kazan, otherwise called the eye of the Atrak, for 

here, aecorrlint^ to him, that river rises. Kara-Kazan is a])oiit 5 venf-^ (S^ 
miles) from Shirvan. I drove wdth the Amir in a e(>verefl carriage, about lOO 
horsemen on valuable horses, with their appointments mounted with silver 
and gold, accompanying us. We took three hours to do the 5 'versts miles), 
as every minute we stopped to smoke Si kalidu, or to drink tea, coffee, roiiha^ or 
wine, kt the source of the Atrak, splendid tents were set up, and on reach- 
ing them, drinking was again begun.'’^ 

^^The sport was carried on as follows : at 800 paces from the tent a ram was tied 
up and w^e all began to fire at it, first the Amir, then I, Krislitopenko, Erdeli, the 
Staff, and finally the cavalry. About 200 shots were fired at it from rifies of 
different systems, including some of our Berdans, which had ])een sold to the Amir 
by the Tekkes. One builetihit the animal in the neck, but he still remained 
standing. After that tame pigeons were let loose, and falcons set on to chase 
them. Some of the former took refuge in the tents, but they W'ere driven out 
of these, and then fell a prey to their pursuers. Shuja-ud-DauIa was in his ele- 
ment ; he ran about, shouted, waived his hands, and sw^ore, this form of the chase 
being, next to drinking, his favourite pursuit. After that came dinner, which 
was succeeded ]>y another drinking-bout. The Amir was in high spirits and, 
taking fruit in his hands, pressed it into a mess and gave it to his companions. 
We prayed God that we might be passed over, and luckily it so happened.^*' 
it must 1)0 remarked that the agent sent 1>y me to Shirvan two days before 
my departure from Bujnurd was able to obtain nothing, as the Amir had for- 
bidden hie subjects to sell us grain, and that on the 28th September (l(5th 
October) Shuja-ud-Daula said he would talk with me about our business when 
we went hunting. I tried several times to introduce the subject, but he 
answered nothing. During our dinner Erdeli said to me : We have gone 

hunting and have heard music for two da}- s and have eaten messes, but our 
magazines are as yet only projected.'"'’ After dinner I pressed the Amir for a 
decisive answer ; and he, already quite drunk, promised me at last to sell me 8,000 
kharrars. Although on the occupation of Akhai by the Bussians, half his 
vVdffai^ he said, ix,, the country to the north of the Atrak, would be taken 
aw’'ay from him, still he, the Amir, was ready to serve us with liis whole heart, 
because the half which remained to him, and Shirvan especially, would gain 
much from trade with us. He, the Amir, knew very well that the Atrak 
would be the Russian frontier, and therefore he desired to show us the source 
of the river. W'hile he was at Teheran, he had pointed out to the Shah how 
painfully the roar of Russian guns before Gok-Tapa would sound to Persian 
ears, and therefore he had proposed to conquer Akhai with his Zafraulu ; but 
his services had been refused. He now looked upon the occupation of Akhai 
by the Russians as 2 bfaii accompli^ had reconciled himself to it, and would do 
all he could to help us. He would give us grain, transport, cattle, horsemen, 
and finally he would be himself at our service. Your troops will receive a hot 
yiilan from Garmab,'"'' he ended in a drunken manner. I proposed to him the 
same prices as had been given at Bujnurd, tnz., 25 krdyi^i a kharvar for barley 
and %% kfd7is a kharrar for flour, upon which Shuja-ud-Daula replied that he 
was not a merchant and would be content with whatever we might give. 
Further, he proposed to present to the army 800 khnroars^ and then let us 
have 3,000 more ; but I said to him that the troops of the "^Thite Tsar required 
no presents, mot even from such a great man as the Amir-ul-Umra.* He,. 

^ Aroir of Amirs, one of the titles belonging to the Ilhlidui of Kuchan. — Author, 



however^, replied: ^^You explain that to General Skobeleff with the white 
face/^ 

From our excursion we returned to the town at twilight, our return being 
as slow and with as many stoppages to smoke kalians and drink tea, Coffee, 
rodka, &c., as our drive out to Kara-Kazan. Having been plagued with this 
drunken crew all day, we thought w^e should be allowed to return home, ])ut to 
our horror we heard the Amir give orders that he intended to pass the evening 
with the SdMby i,e., with me. Again took place tlie same drinking, dancing 
oi farrashe^^y &c., &c. Although the Amir was drunk, he never lost his reason. 
Thus, when he saw that our Turkuman, Aba-Mulla, was a spectator of the 
orgie, the Ilklidni ordered him to he turned out.'’^ 

A three days^ sojourn in the society of Shuja-ud-Daula had shewed C(do- 
nel Grodekoff and liis assistants that the Amir was very much in possession 
of all his faculties ; that he was not to be deceived by our giving ourselves out 
as commercial agents ; and that, although he was a drunkard, still he saw and 
remembered everything. 

Amir-nl-Umra Hussain-Khan, IlkMni of Kiichan, wdio received from the 
Shah the title of Slmja-iuUBanla, Boldness of the Empire w’^as born in 
lS-1-0, and was therefore at that time 40 years old, but his very dissipated life 
(drunkenness, opium-smoking, &c.) made him look much older. In his youth 
he had taken part in the campaign against Herat, in which he w^as wounded, 
and in the relief of Annau when it was blockaded by the Tekkes, in which he 
played a foremost part. An uncommonly intelligent and capable man wdth a 
completely European understanding, he, when sober, was a very pleasant com- 
panion and a man of varied views. A despot, who cut off the noses and ears 
of his subjects; he was hated by his people, “ There is your bread, salt, and 
zakaska^ and there is a pleasant companion,^'’ he said to his sou, Abdul-Hassan- 
Khan, who had been implicated in a. plot against him as he orclered bread, salt, 
a maiFs wrist (as zakmkd) and the corpse of one of his associates to be placed 
before him. All his energy was turned towards wringing out and gather- 
ing money to fill his treasury. It was only necessary to tell him that 
a certain person had received money or had ordered some costly thing to set 
him on to annoy the man and wring out of him what lie required. In July 
1880, the Commander of the Expedition sent a table-clock to Haji-Muhammad- 
Beg, headman of the village of Gulgulau, as a reward for having given refuge 
to and sent to Duz-Olum a trooper of the Daghistaii Irregular Cavalry Regi- 
ment, who had been taken prisoner by the Tekkes in 1 879, and had escaped in 
June from Gok-Tapa. Shuja-ud-Daiila, hearing of this clock, laid a fine of 
500 tomms on Haji-Muhammad-Beg, took away the clock, gave him 100 
stripes, and imprisoned him in a tower. Notwithstanding that Shiija-ud- 
Daula had once said to Tairoff (a Mussulman) that the Russians, who did 
not wash five times a day, or dye their beards, and used beef as food, were 
like wild beasts, he annoyed all the priests, who are all powerful in Persia, in 
his vildijat by his drunkenness* 

Of all the vassal rulers of Persia, he was the most important, both from 
the number of his subjects and from his riches. There was a time when he 
refused to obey the BhQdsJirmdnsj and would not yield to the Vali of Mashad 
who brought troops against him; but afterwards he made his peace and was 
able to pay into the SualPs treasury the huge fine of 2 5, (^00 fomdns (75,0(i0 
TouUes), Once he was even deposed and sent as a prisoner to Teheran, and 

2 ^;^ Zdhusha is the relish taken hy Russians before ^nner, such as caviare, herring, or sardines, 
liquenr.^tT’."' ' ' ■ 


Bis son, MKliil-Hassaii-KliaB, made lllchani in Bis stead. Now^ however^ he Bad 
taken to drinkino;^ and, like all drunkards^ Bad become a coward, tie requested 
Colonel Grodekoff to tell Prince Rukn-iid-Dauki that Be bad sold ns only l/jOO 
(instead ot' 3,000) Irharoan ; afterwards he was very anxious to know whether 
flour was being* sent to us from Mashad. In general, the former Shnja-ud- 
Daula was quite changed, and he now only looked to iMashad and to Teheran. 

After Bis visit to Teheran in 1880, where he had kept up relations with 
Zincjvieff, he returned home wdtli a deep impression of how much the Persian 
officials had wrung out of him, and how shamelessly they had done it, and 
-after that he fulfilled none of their demands. 

On the 30th September (l^th October), when the written doeiiments came 
to be made out, the AmiPs Agents made the following conditions; — The 
Amir would deliver to us wdthin a month at Shirvan 1,700 Icharvars'^'^ (9,792 
cwt.) of flour and 800 Harmrs (4^,608 cwt.) of barley at 30 Icrdds a Icharvar^ 
and at Takhti-i-Rabat (near Garmab) 250 klmrrar^ (1,440 cwT.) of flour and 
the same number of kimrvars of barley, at 33 krcms a kharvar. Thus, in addi- 
tion to the price being much higher than at Bujiiurd, we also lost I70'51bs. 
weight on every kharvar. Having ratified these conditions in the morning, and 
given Colonel Grodekofl: hercUs to receive the grain, in the evening Shuja-ud- 
Daula said to him that he could not furnish flour to us at Takht-i-Rabat, as 
there were no mills there, and therefore Colonel Grodekoff must receive the 
wheat. To all this wm liad to consent, for complaints to Shuja-ud-Daula only 
made our position more difficult and in no way bettered it. In a word, one 
way or another w’-e had to agree with him. Not sympathizing at all with 
'Our Expedition, which lie took no pains to conceal, and having laid befoi'e 
Colonel Grodekoff the losses which lie would suffer by the occupation of 
Akhal by the Russians as the raids would cease, and he would gain nothingbj 
the sale of prisoners, he had determined to recoup himself by the sale of liis 
grain to us and afterwards by furnishing us with transport for this grain to 
our magazines in the 

Having settled matters with Sliuja-iid-Daiila and leaving Toiskovoi-Sitir-^ 
^kina Diakoff at Shirvan to receive supplies and form a magazine, Colonel 
Grodekoff, following out the AmbassadoPs instructions to enter into close 
relations with the Viceroy of Kliiirassan, left for Mashad. 

On the way to this place, Colonel Grodekoff met at Kuchan a young 
man wdio had been recommended to him, Carl Defour, a Dutch subject;, but 'a 
native of Russia, who two years before had been forced to leave his country 
for causes which he did not think it necessary to mention. Having adopted 
the Mussulman religion and the name of Ali-Islara, he had for some time been 
Russian tutor to the son of Prince Rukn-ud-Daula; but when his pupil 
married, he had lost his place and settled at Kuehan, awaiting a post which 
Slmja-od-Daula Bad promised to try and obtain for him at Teheran. In proof 
of this, he shewed Colonel Grodekoff his foreign passport issued by the Governor 
of Baku on the 4tli (16th October) 1878, in which it was stated tliat — 

The bearer of this, Carl Defour, a Dutch subject, is proceeding to the 
Persian (?) town of Kandahar for 6 months, on business matters.'"'' This pass- 
port had not been shewn at the frontier Custom-house. 

Seeing in Dfffour a bold young man, well acquainted with Asiatic lan- 
guages, Colonel Grodekoff proposed to him to go to Daragaz and thence find 
out what was going on among the Akhal-Tekkes and at Marv, and Defour 
consented. He was promised pay at the rate of 50 tomans a month, and then 


* Tiie Tabriz or Imperial TcTiarvar^ weighing 649*8 ibs. English. — Author, 


870 

left for Maliammaclabad, wbenee he sent his reports to Colonel Grodekoff to 
JShirvan.* To p^ive him some apparent cause for at Daragaz, so as to 

avoid the suspicion of the Persian an thoritiesj Colonel Grodekoff authorized him 
to order vice for our troops. 

Thus, in a very short time, all Ivhurassan was covered with a net- work of 
Russian agencies. These were at Masliad, Nishapur, Sabzaw’ar, Shali-Rvid, 
Juvain, Sankhast, Isfaraiiij Mianabad, Biijiiurd, Sirailgan, Kiichan, and Mu- 
hamraadabad (in Daragaz). The agents were mostly Russian Tatars or Persians, 
and they received a pay of 5 ^rdits {ih roubles) a day and 5 kopecks for each 
jp'iid of supplies delivered by them into the magazine, besides all their extra- 
ordinary expenditure being repaid them on presentation of tlieir accounts. At 
the above-mentioned points, the following quantity of supplies wars ordered : — ^ 


Sankhast 



Flour, 

ewt. 

852 

Barley, 

cwt, 

352 

Bujnurfl 


... 

4,224 

9,856- 

Slifih-Rnd 

... 


144 

' . . . ■ 

Sabzawar 


'... "... ■ ■ 

688*6 


Shirvan 

... 

' ... ■' 

9,792 

4,608 

Ma.=?had 



... 4,608 


Nishapur 

Taklita-i- Rabat 



1,152 


... 


... 1,440 

1,440 

It was impossible, 

however, to 

Total 

say whether the 

... 22,345-6 16,266 

whole quantity ordered 


any one place would be delivered. 

Although 5,814 cwt. less of barley had been ordered than the total quan- 
tity prescribed by General Skob^leff, Colonel Grodekoff counted on receiving 
the full amount 21,600 cwt. The question of flour disquieted him more; foiy 
if he confined himself to ordering the quantity required, 6,400 cw't., it might 
happen that, if the contractors' did not fulfil their promises, we niight receive 
less than we required. Colonel Grodekoff therefore ordered three times as 
much as was wanted, and thus obtained a guarantee against the total being 
short. It so happened, however, that most of them fulfilled their eonti’aets. 

Colonel Grodekoff arrived at Mashad on the 4th (16th) October, and next 
day was most graciously received by Prince Rukn-ud-Daula, to whom he gave* 
some valuable presents. 

It must be remarked that Mashad was not one of the places in which the* 
Persian Government had at first given us permission to buy supplies. Al- 
though Colonel Grodekoff had informed the Ambassador from Shah-Rud of his 
proposal to extend the sphere of his operations to Mashad, still, so as not to- 
frighten the Persian Government with the possibility of a general rise of prices 
of provisions all over Khurassan, Zin6vieff thought it better not to demand 
additional orders at once but to wait till they were required. 

Nasirbekoff, on receiving his orders from Colonel Grodekoff from Shah- 
Rud, had at Glide set about carrying them out. He did not think it possible to 
buy flour openly in the town or in its environs, in view of the peculiar condi- 
tions of life at Mashad as compared with those in other Persian towns. 
Here people eeldonfi store up grain for the whole year, but most of them,, 
including the Persian troops, buy grain daily in the bazaar whither only as 
much flour is brought from the environs as is required for the current 

* Report from Colond GrodekoS to Zkdvieff, No. 50, dated 2nd (14th) April 1881, from 
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tjonsumptiosi of the population. In consequence of this^ the purchase of a larg*e 
quantity of flour for our troops would have entailed a rise in prices and popu- 
lar discontent. 

Although in the province of Mashad the crops had been good^ and about 
the middle of August corn %vas selling at 18 to ^0 Icrdns a kharrar^ when 
riuBours arrived of the failure ofthe crops in Yezd, Kirman and throughout 
Seistan^ and of the purchases of our agents in Ivuchaiq the price of corn at 
i\fashad w^ent up to 85 hr this a hkarvar and rose higher daily. Nasirbekoff 
therefore resolved to buy secretly from the stiues of the mosque of Imam- 
lliza 700 IhanniTs of wheats, and to have it ground in the mills of the envi- 
ronSj and in addition to buy 100 kkarvars of flour.* 

Before Colonel Grodekoif^s arrival at Masharb rumours reached Nasirlte- 
koff that the Softas intended to oppose our taking flour out of the toTvn. On 
a representation being made to Prince Rnkn-ud-DauIa on the subject of this 
repoih the latter replied to Nasirbekoff that the rumour was n(;t true^ and that 
he might be perfectly at rest. When^ however, on the evening of the 5tli 
(17th) October a caravan of 57 camels laden wdth our flour was leaving the 
town for Shirvan, it was stopped at the gate by order of the Prince. 

In expectation of an explanation of the cause of the delay being given, 
the drivers halted their camels wdth their loads in the street. Notwithstand- 
ing Nasirlxho:S^s assurance that he would at once procure pumission for the 
camels to depart, Colonel Grodekoff ordered the animals to be at once taken 
away to the caravan-serai to avoid a disturbance in the morning, flhen only 
did Nasirbekoff tell Colonel Grodekoif of the propositions of the So/la-i, . Up 
till then, although Nasirbekoff had told Colonel Grodekoff that he had been 
bribing guards and sending camels out of the city by niglit,t the latter had 
not been able to understand why they had been bribed when all were free to 
depart. 

Next day fresh nev^s arrived : Prince Rukn-ud-DauIa had bound a local 
corn-dealer, named Haji-Ghulam-Mirza, to whom Nasirbekoff had trusted for 
the purchase of 2^.)0 more /c/iarvars of flour, not to have any further dealings 
with the latter, and had also forbidden any more of our Hour to be ground in 
the mills in the suburbs. 

Thus, the situation was critical. The veiy arrival of Colonel Grodekoff at 
Mashad produced a disturbance in the city, and everywhere they said that the 
"^Gicad of the merchants of the Russian Empire/*' {^i\ijir-hcUhi 'BaulaLi-^Rms) 
had come to buy up all the corn. 

The English Agent, Abbas-Khan, wras not slumbering. He went to the 
mmhtai(ls,% and urged them to send a written declaration to the Prince that 
it was necessary to forbid the Russian flour to leave the city so as to avoid a 
famine. The clergy in Persia are as powerful as were the Catholic priests 
under Gregory AHI or Innocent III ; § but at Mashad, the holy centre of the 
Shiah sect, where one of the descendants of the prophet, Imara-Riza, is buried, 
to adore the grave of whom some 150,1)00 pilgrims come together, their power 

^ Letters from Nasirbekoff to Colonel Grodekoff, dated 13tb, lOth, and 20tb September (25th 
September and 1st and 2nd October). — Author, 

f- All tbe town gates of Mashad are closed at sunset and remain closed the whole night. They 
are opened for nobody. — Author. 

t J udges who can give an answer on any question, theological or legal. There are four of 
them at Mashad. — Author. 

§ Even in such a question as the construction of a railway, the Government had to ask the 
ojdnion of the mushtaids whether its construction would be against the Koran. They gave their 
consent on condition that at every station there should be a mosque and a cook for MussuL 
mans* — Author, 
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is boundless. The mmldauh were very anxious to do a good stroke o£ busi-’ 
nesSj and in this way the money paid for the wheat belonging to the tomb of 
Imam-Riza and the wheat itself would thus be secured to them. Notwith- 
standing his indifference to the purchase of wheat for our troops, the Prince, 
once the clergy had meddled with it, was stirred up, received the dec-la ration 
of the mnshtaids^ and the result was the orders meniioned above. The Saflas 
went about the town talking loudly about the matter, and Abbas-Khan was 
triumphant. He sat all day with the Prince and pointed out to him that the 
Russians had been authorised to buy flour at Kuchan, Daragaz, and Bn j nurd, 
but that they had no right to purchase provisions at Mashad. To fully enjoy 
his triumph, Abbas-Khan wished personally to see the raortiflcation of Colonel 
Grodekofl; and sent word to Nasirbekoff that he intended to visit his guest, but 
his visit was declined. 

On the evening of the 5th (17th) October, when our camels were stopped 
at the gate, Nasirbekoff had written a protest to the Prince, but Riikn-iid- 
Daula was at that time worshipping at the tomb of Imam-Iiiza and sent no 
answer. Next day Nasirbekoff sent another letter, to which again no reply 
was given. 

Then Colonel Grodekoff resolved to make use of the powerful means at his 
disposal to buy over give presents to Prince Rukn-ud-Daula. 

As the latter, through his aide-de-camp, had let it be known that he wished 
very much to have a landau^ Colonel Grodekoif requested Nasirbekoff to inform 
Rukn-ud-Daula that he would receive one, and then Ci)lonel Grodekoif handed 
200 half-imperials to Nasirbekoff for the mosque c-f Iinam-Kiza. The latter 
at once communicated this to the mmhUndii^ who decided with him what use 
they were to make of this offering. In common council it was decided to buy 
wdth 100 of the coins 50 puh (10 cwt.) of candles to light up the mosque of 
Imam-Riza and to divide the other 100 among the mmiilauh for distribution 
to poor worshippers. At the same time Colonel Grodekoif asked Prince 
ivukn-ud-Daula for an audience, and Nasirbekoff wrote him a letter, stating 
categorically how, before his departure to take over the duties of Aiinisier of 
Poreign Affairs, Mirza-Saiyad-Khan, who was then fnllilling the duties of 
itiilavali-hdshi^ knew very well that the wheat bought from the stores 
belonging to the tomb of Imam-Riza was for the Russian Government, and 
that it was to be taken out of the town ; if the Prince would not let it go, 
would he return the 10,000 ronhles paid for it? 

Whether gold made steel softer,'^ or the question propounded by Nasirbekoff 
apj^^eared unanswerable, whether ZinoviefPs persistent demand from the Per- 
sian i\Iinistry of Poreign Affairs for the grain purchased to be allowed to go, 
or whether all the above-mentioned causes had their effect, is not known, but 
at any rate next day a complete change took place; the camels with flour were 
allowed to depart, Haji-Gbulam-Mirza was permitted to deal with Nasir- 
bakoif, and police-guards were placed on the mills, where our wheat was being- 
ground, so that nobody, except Russians, should have any grain ground there. 

On the 7th (19th) October, at his audience with the P^'ince, Colonel Grode- 
koiE had already lost all ground of complaint, and thanked Rukn-iid-Daiila for 
all he had done and the ordai*s he had given. He then took leave and next 
day left for Shirvan. 

Nevertheless the popular opinion that the Russian flour should not be 
allowed to leave the town was still maintained even after the Princess orders. 
As Nasirbekoff wrote to Colonel Grodekoif, ^Hhe whole town is excited with 

* An Arab proverb rtins:— Place gold on steel, and tbe latter will become softer.” -Author, 


flip de.^Jre not to let the flour leave it/^ HaJi-GhulaiB-]\ri^^ fearin£^’ the 
anj’er of the people, shut himself u’p in the tomb of Imam-Riza, and K:isir- 
bekoff had to turn to the people and remind them how the Russians had set 
fre<^ the Persian prisoners in Turkistan, and how they were even then endeavour- 
ing to restore ] )e a ee on the frontier of Kliurassan. The people/' he wrote to 
(k:)loi)el (ii-odekoff, ^thawing nothing to reply to this, and being shamed ly 
the re]n*oaehes of the priests, came over to my side, being able to argue no 
more/" Thus, the gold spent upon the produced its effect. The 

hitter did not confine themselves to this only, but sent orders to all MnJIr/Ji!} 
and Softa.s to say no more about our flour to the people, gave Haji Gbulain- 
IMirza open encouragement to deal with Nasirbekoffi in the matter of prepar- 
ing our flour, and punished the town KathhudaS (headmen of wards) if any- 
one in their wards dared to say anything against letting the flour go out 
of the town. 

A few days after this, Nasirbekoff wrote to Colonel Grodekoff : Praised 
be God, eveiytlung lias turned out well here; the despatch of the hour is 
going on ; the people have quieted down a little; only the English agent 
still makes n stir, probably because he has received instrutcions to this effect, 
and tries to raise some objection to my purchases ; but I hope that his influence 
does not extend across the threshold of his own door. Prince Rukn-ud-Daiila, 
thanks to the beneficial measures taken by the Russian Ambassador in eonse- 
cpience of my telegram,* has become quite agreeable to the flour being sent 
away. Tlie strictness of the orders sent to him by telegraph may be seen 
from his having sent his favourite with the pock-marked face to me to ask rne 
tf> say some favoiiralile words for him to our Embassy, and he made the same 
request to me yesterday evening w’'hen I went to him about the remittance of 
money from Astra bad. ■’■'t 

In the event of possible fresh disturbances, Colonel Grodekoff gave Nasir- 
bekoff instructions not to give the mmhimfU any more money till our last 
sack of flour was out of the town, and the Prince was to be informed tliat he 
would not receive his landau till all our supplies had been transported to the 
supply-depots of the Aklial oasis. Kt the same time Colonel Grodekoff 
ordered Nasirbekoff to confine himself to the amount of flour already pur- 
chased and to stop fresh purchases by Haji-Ghulam-Mirza. 

In all, 4;763‘5£ ewt. of flour was transported from Mashad to Shirvan. 
It was only in the last half of November, when all the' flour had long been 
brouglit away fnjm Masliad, and nothing more was being done by us there, 
that Prince Rukn-ud-Daula thought of complaining to Teheran that, in conse- 
quence of our purchases, the price of grain had risen very high at Mashad, 
and that the people were suffering want. In consequence of this, the Persian 
Government requested Ziiiovieff to stop the purchases of our agents at Mashad, J 
but, as has been said above, we were at that time p)urcluising nothing at 
Mashad or in any other part of Klmrassan, as the whole operation was finished. 

On the transport of the flour being completed, the musht-aids received each 
^5 half-imperials, and 100 more for the purchase of candles. As for the 

* From the llussian Amhassiitlor’s telegram to Oenernl Skohelel? of tim 13th (25th) October, it 
is evident that lie did not learn of the difficulties at Mashfid from our agent, hut from the Persian 
officials, and had at oner requosted the re(}uired additional orders.™ or. 

t Lett- rs from Nasirbekoff to Colonel Grodekoff, dated Mashad, 13bh (25th) and 19th (31 st) 
Ortoher — Aia'hor. 

t Telegram from Zindvieff to Nasirbekoff, dated 22nd November (4th December) 1880. The 
Persian Government; had several times requested Zindvieff to stop onr pnrcliases at Mashad, but lie 
had constantly declined to comply with this. — Telegram from him to General Skobeleff, dated 
19fch jNovember (^Ist December), — Author. 
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landau promi?;erl to the Prince, he^ not awaiting' the transport the supplies 
to the store depots of the Akhal recpested that in plrn'e of the carriage 
we should give him its value in money, and in April L^Sl, 2,200 roubles iw 
credit notes were sent to liim.*^ 

The story of the means employed to purchase grain at Sahzawar is inueh 
the same as that told of Mashad. Before his arrival at Shah- Kud, Colonel 
(rrodekoff ordered cwt. of flour from Armenians trading there, to he 

delivered within Id days at Bujnurd. . Although the price for this flour was 
very high, Colonel Grodekoff went on to Bujnurd and ICuchan, and, fearing 
diiiiculties from the local authorities, resolved to form a small party for his 
interests, so as to show them that he was not much in need of them and could 
bring flour even from Shah-Rud. 

The Armenians, instead of carrying out their order at Shah-Rud, ordered 
the grain at Sahzawar, whither Colonel Grodekoff had already sent his Agent, 
Mirza-J a far-AI iiiishieff . 'Having purchased the quantity of flour they req nired 
at Sahzawar, the iVrmenians spread a report that they had taken on them- 
selves to supply provisions to the Russian troops to the amount of 50,000 
kharvars! Grain went up in one day from 22 krann % kkarvar to 50. The 
shops were closed, and the poor people, well remembering the famine of 1871, 
brought their copper pots and different utensils for sale to buy bi'ead, and 
avsked that the Russians might be forbidden to take flour out of the town. 
Nevertheless the Armenians prepared to carry off the first portion of their 
flour to Bujnim], and the people stirred up by the priests and crying R.e- 
memher that eight years ago we sold our children to buy bread rushed 
to the caravan-serai, whei^e the caravan was being loaded, heat the carara/i-^ 
bcUId to death, scattered part of the flour, and would not allow the camels to 
leave the town. The Armenians complained to Nasirbekolf, who requested 
Prince Rukn-iul-Daula to give an order for the oifeiiders to be seized and 
punished and the flour to be allowed to leave. 

The day after the above occurrence, Jafar-Arunshieff arrived at Sa1.)za- 
war and showed to the local chief priest, Shariat-AJadar, the credentials given, 
him by Colonel Grodekoff, authorizing him to buy flour and rice in the town 
and its environs. He convinced him that that Armenians had never Ijeeu 
ordered to buy 50,000 k/iurvars of grain, gave him presents, and managed 
affairs so cleverly that he bought some of both products from Shariat-Afadar 
himself. The price of grain at once fell to its former level, and Jafar- 
Munshieff worked there without annoyance, so that the Governor of Nisliapur, 
Prince Nasir-iid-Daula, telegraphed to the Sliaids Alinister of Foreign Af- 
fairs : The foreign merchants and the native traders are living in peace 
and concord, and no want of grain is felt.^*’ In all, 1,267*2 cwt. of flour, 
865*6 cwt. of barley, and 34490 cwt, of rice, total 2,382*76 cwt., were ob- 
tained from Sabzawar. 

The same Armenians who were the cause of the disturbance at Sabzawar 
conceived the grandiose plan of buying up all the grain they could in Khuras- 
san and then selling it at a high price to our agents, and with this object they 
sent their men to the same places at which Colonel Grodekoff'^s agents were 
buying grain. Thus, they appeared at Alianabad, Juvain, and Bujnurd, and be- 
gan to purchase grain, but Colonel Grodekoff^s agents, being provided with pro- 
, ]>er iuBtruetions and with presents, compelled the local authorities to make them 
leave those places. They also appeared at Shirvan, and offered Slmja-ud-Daula 

* Naskbekoff wrote to Colonel Grodeko^ on the 16tli (28tb) February 1881 : Priuce Kokij- 
nd -pallia at each meetings wdth me reminds nie in delicate hints of your promise.’^ Afterwards 
Kasirbokoi^ wrote tliat the Prince consented to receive money instead of the landau, — Author, 
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in writing almost double what be bad asked for from Colonel Grodekoff. The 
ron tents of the Armenians^ letter became known to the inhabitants of the 
town, who went in a huge crowd to the palace of the IlkhaMi^ with a request 
tint be would permit them to sell grain to the Armenians and raise the price 
of tLat soli to the llussians to tliat pi'oposed by the new-comers. The ILklidniy 
liowever, drove the crowd aw’ay^ and gave no ans’wer to the Armenians. 

Thus, at all points, the Armenians faded completely, and in general at no 
point where supplies were being collected, under the orders of the lUcfidnu^ 
did any commotion or disturbance take pdaee. 

On his return to Sliirvan from Mashad, Colonel Grodekoff found the 
ni'JuUd of Kuehan in that town still preparing for bis raid against the Tekkes. 
Ills presence theie had bad a deplorable effect on the Sbirvan supply-depot, 
for the Naib of Siiirvan, to whom the formation of the dep6t bad been entrust- 
ed, was occupied in provisioning the llkhmiih palace in wbicb there were 
I’eqiiired every day the following supplies, collected from the people : — 100 
fowls, 10,000 bundles of lucerne, d5'81cwt. of barley, 14*4 ewt. of mutton, 
*06 ewt. of butter, 3*08 cwt. of rice, 31*6 cwt* of corn, and eggs, milk, &c., as 
mig] it be required. 

kinally, on the 12tb (21tb) October, Shiija-ud-Daula left on bis raid, 
luckily for Nicliolas Grodekoff Sahib, repeating to him his assurances that 
everything undertaken by him, the Ilkhdni, would be fuliilled, and that Colo- 
nel Grodekoff was to lay it before General Skobeleff with the white face. 
While constantly expressing his wishes to serve us, embracing and kissing 
Coloiifd Grodekoff at meetings and partings, and calling him in. his letters 
the best <-£ Christians, Shuja-ud-Daiila nevertheless, on leaving for his raid, 
gave orders to the local authorities that no one was to dare to sell grain to 
the Russians. In short, to carry on business with vShuja-ud-Daula was more 
than dirticult : one had to drink with him, to listen to his drunken speeches, 
to be present at liis orgies, and still to be on one^s guard not to show 
signs of disgust which would at once have called forth the anger of this 
]);>rbarian. Truly the world has produced few such brutes, as Colonel Grode- 
koff expressed liimself in a telegram to General Skobeleff about the authori- 
ties or Ivuchan 

After the departure of the th© delivery of supplies at the Slhrvan 

siippdy “depot went on successfully, and the tiour prepared at Mashad began 
also to arrive. The Buj nurd depdt also began to fill up, and as for that at 
d'aklita-i-Rabat, in view of its proximity to the Tekke frontier. Colonel Orode- 
koli did not think it possible to send any of his party thither to receive the 
supplies, but p)ut the responsibihty" for their safe ketq3ing on the local 
authorities. 

The plan for the preparation of supplies had been carried out successfully, 
and tlie network of agencies spread over all Khurassan had prevented a rise 
in the prices of grain, except the temj)orary one at Sabzawar, and that at 
^Lashacljt which was also in part caused by the increased export of grain to 

^ Dated 25tli September (7tb October) 1880 . — Author, 

t Oil the Persian Govt-rnment pointing out to Zindvieff that a rise in the price of grain, 
might have tin elYeet on the poorer classes of the population which are so numerous in Persia, lie 
replied to the Minister of Foreign Affairs that such difficulties would be temporary and that tiny 
would be amply repaid by the increased security which would in future be enjoyed by the prop a 
of Khurassan. — (Zindvietf’s despatch, dated 4th flhth) October 1880, No. 79.) Bow sensitive the 
Persians were on the subject of the export of grain may be shewn by the f.llowiug faet. For ihe 
Expedition of 1879, our contractors bought various products in the ]n-oviuces d Astraba 1 a d 
Niazanderan. The prices of eatables in consequence of this reached such a height that the Persian 
Government was forced to forbid their export, hut, at Zindvieff’s request, Mirza-Piu»suin-Khan ,had 
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Kirman and Seistan. In less tlian a monfcli by the ^Otb October fist 
November] Colonel Grodekoff had in the Siiirvan and Ilujnurd supply-depots 
a two months^ montb^B lorage/^ and in two months 

by the *2 7 til November (9th December) he had 2^- months^ supply of the 
former and olj of the latter. 

Supplies continued to arrive at the ma^*azines even after the 27th November 
(9th llecember)^ so that in all there were collected supplies of flour for 
four and of barley for three months.f As for g’roals^ /)\ving‘ to the failure 
of the crop^ only one-third part of what was required had been receivecb but to 
balance that Colonel Grodekoff had obtained a small quantity of ship^s 
rations, which, on the capture of Gok-Tapa, would meet all I'equirements^ 
and which would be easily obtained in Persia, such as ^/li, salt, pepper-corn^, 
peas, and lentils. 

The main depots at Shirvan and Biijimrd were four marches from the 
nearest points of the Akhal oadl^, and therefore a journey there and back could 
only be made in ten days. Colonel Grodekoff saw that they were too far from 
the Akhal {?£«s77s'and did not satisfy the principles laid down by the Commander 
of the Expedition as to the supply-depots being close to the theatre of opera- 
tions. When at Mashad he had proposed to move part of the supplies further 
forward, and he therefore made a reconnaissance in the northern parts of the 
vUiU/aU of Bn j nurd and Kuchan nearest to the Tekke oadn to choose a place 
for the supply-depot and finally fixed upon Yangi-Kala which is some 60 
or 70 versU (40 to 46 miles) from Gok-Tapa. Besides a wall, it had a 
citadel with high and strong walls, and its interior space was so great that 
there was room inside it to store 32,000 cwt. of supplies. At Yajigi-Kala there 
w<n'e in all 20 families, hut in the vicinity there were several small settlements, 
and at Yhiugi-Kala itself lived the Naib of the Kushkhan circle, Aliistafa- 
Kuli-Aga, a cousin of the Ilkhdni of Kuehan. Shuja-nd-Daula had not only 
no objection to the supply-depot being transferred to Yangi-Kala, but he 
promised to be responsible for the safety o£ our supplies there, and for this 
purpose he strengthened his guards on the frontier. Cohmel Grodekoff appoint- 
ed Lieiitenant Krishtopenko Superintendent of the depot and C('>mmandant of 
Yangi-Kala, and gave him instructions in which he was ordered on arrival at 
the place to at once place himself in communication with Naib Mustafa- Kuli- 
Aga, who, being Shuja-ud-Daula^s cousin, had a right to his special 
consideration. The character and habits of Mnstafa-Kuli-Aga having l)een 
pointed out to him, Krishtopenko was shown how necessary it was to be careful 
in his relations with him, and was ordered, so as to interest Inm in the success 
o[‘ the operation, to entrust to him the purchase of barley for the Yangi-Kala 
supply-depot. It was noted that Yangi-Kala was only 8 farming a from Gok- 
Tapa, a distance easily traversed in a day, and therefore he was to take all 
measures of security to guard against a sudden attack of the Tekkes. Tiie 

consented to postpone the carrying? out of this order. But in the hogiiiiiiiig of February 1880, the 
people of the village of Amir-Kala, who were tlirejitened %vith total want, went to the town of 
Bavfriish and demanded that the export of eatables should be stopped. All the efforts of tin? Governor, 
hacked up by the mnshtaid, to quiet the clamouring peo^ffe were unavailing, and, after being abused 
and th) eatened, the Governor and the forced to stop the export and accpiaint t lie 

Go voruor- General of the province, who was at Sari, of what had happened. To avoid having 
recourse to force, which the people would have resisted, the Governor-Gtnieral thought it nei'essary 
to rei^aest our nK?rcliants to cease for some days the despatch of their corn which had already been 
stored at Barfrush.— Despatch from Zindvieflf, No. 16, dated 7th (19th February) 1880. — 

’felegram from Colonel Grodekoff" to General Skohelefi, dated 23rd October (4th Kovember) 

t This must be a mistake in the original : see above. — J, M, G, 


V 871 

gates were to he specially g^uarded. Soine years before there had been an 
araiJe at Garmab of how the Tekkes had glided up to the gates by nighty and 
only the presence of mind of a woman who cried out to the people to bring up 
materials that could be easily set on fire to the gates, and thus make a light, 
had saved the village froiii being plundered. All that w^as brought up from 
the Bujnurd and Shirvan supply -depots was to be placed in the citadel of Yang*i- 
Kalo, partly in the open in bales, partly in covered buildings. The roofs of 
these buildings ^vere to be covered wdth earth, measures taken to construct 
new sheds, and wells dug so as to have water in the event of a blockade. The 
wails of the citadel were very high and in good order, but the outer walls 
very low, and therefore they were to be heightened and a ditch dug all round 
the fortress so as to protect the wail against escalade, which the Tekkes usually 
undertake with ladders.’^ 

Krishtopenko arrived at Yangi-Kala on the SOth October (llth !Novem- 
ber) with one Kuban Cossack and £0 armed men of Bujnurd. Colonel 
Grodekolf had at first proposed to hire 100 footmen {hhhlichi)^ all good 
shots, from Muharnmadabad for the garrison of Yangi-Kala, and had 
already made arrangements for this, but Mustafa- Kuli- A ga pointed out to him 
that the Shaddfdii and Zafrarilu were hostile to one another, and that the 
ocL'iipation of Yaiigi-Kala by a garrison of Simddelu might give rise to conflicts 
with the inhabitants who were Zafranlu and miglit resent Shaddelu being 
preferred to them, therefore he advised them not to hire hhirlichi from 
Muhammadabad. Colonel Grodekoff agreed with this and resolved not to 
hire these men. He at the same time argued thus with himself. If some 
men are hired, even though they are Zafranlu, tlie tie between them and the 
llussians will only be their daily pay of 30 kopeck,^ ; is this tie strong enough to 
make a Kurd fight well and defend the magazine at Yangi-Kala ? Evidently 
not. Colonel Grodekoif, therefore, persuaded AIustafa-Kuli-Aga to bring to 
the place 30 armed footmen with their families. These men, having their 
wives and children to fight for, would defend our magazine all the better. 

On arriving* at Yangi-Kala, Lieutenant Krisbtopenko at once demanded 
that grain should be brought thither according to the quantity which Shuja- 
ud-Daula had promised to deliver, and within five days he could report to 
Colonel Grodekofi that 1,£S() cwt. of barley had been brought in, and that he 
had secretly bought 610 cwt. from the Naib of Kiish-Khana, which had also 
begun to come in. Things were going on very well. 

After Krishtopenko had settled at Yangi-Kala and siipjjlies had begun to 
come in thither, the Tekkes heard of it and began to come every day to visit 
the Naib to observe all that was done in the place. They counted every load 
arriving and each day said : It is not time yet, let us wait a little ; wdien more 
has been brought, we will come with our wives and children and plunder the 
Kiissian sacks.^^ Besides observing Yangi-Kala, the Tekkes also paid visits to 
Shuja-ud-Daula and asked him on one Land not to sell grain to tiie Russians, 
strengtliening their request hy a present of valuable horses, and on the other 
to sell them wheat and barley. Shuja-ud-Daula took the horses and also took 
gifts from Colonel Grodekoff, who, observing the Tekke Ambassadors, took 
this means of paralyzing their action. Of course, the llkhhii could make no 
open opposition to our operations, but he had in his hands a whole province 
which he ruled absolutely, and therefore could thi’ow obstacles in our way at 
every step, and this is why Colonel Grodekoff made a point of on no account 

^ iiistructious from Colonel Grockkoif to Lieutenant Krishtopenko, dated 29th October (lOtli 
Ko V e tnber) . — A ut/wi\ 
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quarrel] i n wiih Sluija-nd T5\>r tlu^^ reasou lie paid no attention tr? 

the Amir's action in a-liowino’ his subjects to sell grain to the Tekkes^ although 
the Ambassador liad recommended him to make use of his name and to inform 
tlie local authorities that we could not permit them to have relations with our 
enemies, ami that to retain our friendship they would have to abstain from 
all intercourse, direct or indirect, with our foes/^^ 

Thus, on the llth ('Z»ird) October, on the eve of Shuja-ud-Dauhds depar- 
ture on his raid, there arrived at Shirvan in the name of the Coimc il of Tour^ 
Tashayak, Kliiuiayar, and Kazi-Khan to ask for peiiTiissiiar to buy wheat and 
barley. The Llhhani took them with him, and, having talked over the ques- 
tion on the march, gave them permission. 

At the same time, small parties of Tekkes showed themselves in the liush- 
khaiia district and on the road from Yaogi-Kala to Shirvan, one of which 
had the boldness to press up to Shirvan itself and carry off some Kurds as 
prisoners. 

It must be remarked that before this the Tekkes laid been in the habit of 
constantly coming to Shirvan and Bujnurd, staying there for some time and 
gathering information as to what the Russians were doing. Notwithstanding 
that most of them came as merchants, as if on private business, sucli was 
the prestige of the 'lekkes that they w^ere always received asoiileial personagvys 
and given quarters, supplies from Government, and guirles to take them 
home. Evidently the frontier authorities were not certain as to who would 
get the upper hand in the coming struggle — Russians or Tekkes. t 

Both at Bujnurd and at Kuehan, separate houses had been hired for onr 
SLipply-depotsf and eveiy where guards had been ] sliced over them,§ so that 
the Tekkes could not penetrate into the magazines. Yangi-Kala was t|uite 
another matter, as it itself formed an encdosure inside wliicdi were the homes 
of the inhabitants and of the Naib and our su})ply-dot)dt y therefore there was 
BO possibility of preventing the snying of the lAkkes. 

Notwithstanding all this, Colonel Grodekoff determined to move the 
Bujnurd and iShirvan supjily^ depAts forward. lie therefore entered into m got ia- 
tions with the owners of transport, of wliicli there was at Bujnurd alone such 
a large amount that it would carry at one time d/2i)0 cwt. Besides this, at 
Sabzawar 1,000 and at Mashad ^300 camels were gatliered, and still all this 
left the ])rovince of Kuehan quite untouched, dhe thing had gone so far th.‘:t 
the cliervuddis had received earnest moiiey, and the tidvaiice of the ilrst con\(«y 
from Bujnurd vvas iiKed for the 5th (17th) Novcmher, armed Kurds, bolli 
mounted and dismounted, having been hired to esc<u*t it. But just then, ojio 
after another disquieting rumours begun to be S[)rearl as to the into n lions of 
the Tekkes to destroy Yaiigi-Ivala. The Kurds began to say loudly to the 
Russians: ^^The Tekkes will take your Yangi-Kala. it is only one day to it 
from Gok-Tapa. They will come 5,000 strong with scaling ladders; they 
will come suddenly in such strength as to be able to pass under the walls of 
the Kurdish villages on the way with impunity; they will come and will sweep 
all before them ; it is only a short time ago that Bujnurd was pouring out 

^ Letter from the Eussian Ambassador to Grodekoff, No. 454 dated 8th (20th) September 
1880. — Author, 

t Eveuaftcr the capture of Gok-Tapa, the headmen of Garmab, Sayad-Hussaixi-Khaii )tad gone 
out 10 wsU ('j| miles) to meet the fugitives with bread and salt. — Eeport from Lieutenant 
Krkhtopeiiko, dated Gannab, 16th (28th)^ January 

. . A Bujnurd, Yar-Muhammii-Kh^u bad placed his old palace gratuitously at our 
v disposal. — Author. 

' ' § Near all our supply-depots wells bad been dug, in case of fire, and the ponds filled with 
' water.— ‘ 
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lier tears for 60 men carried off into captivity at Nnkhnr. A Kurd will 
soon be sold for a knUK Yon witli yonr baq*s* are only bringing tbe Tekkes 
into oiir eonntry/^ Serious people said that Yangi-Kala was placed in a 
dangerous positicui on the border of the Tekmiraii steppe, the approaches to 
■which were protected by no gimvds, and even |)oiutecl out the routes by wdiieh 
the Tekkes would come. As a rule they did not advise ns to take np a 
position in Yangi-Kala. The lihhani of Bujnurd, who at first had approved 
of the choice of Yangi-KaJa for a supply-depot, now began to say that no- 
body knew better than the Tekkes how to capture a fort, and that for this 
purpose they took ladders with them. Then/’ he said to Colonel Grodekoff, 
^Mhere is this risk that your supply-depot will be two marches nearer 
Gok-Tapa. If you defeat the Tekkes, all Eiijnurd •will carry your bags on 
their shoulders to Gok-Tapa. If any misfortune hapjpens, remember that 
1 have warned ym.’’ 

At the same time the Ambassador, to whom Colonel Groclekoff had notified 
the transfer of the magazines forward, wrote to the latter that, according to 
his information, Yangi-Kala was outside of the boundaries of Persia and on 
the border of the Akhal and that therefore it was impossible to count 

miieh upon the assistance of the Persian authorities. Pie therefore thought 
that the formation of supply-depots at places too cdose to the borders of the 
Akhal-Tekke might endanger our St ores. J In his opinion, the position 
of the depots at Bujiuird, Shirvan, and Takhta-i-Piubat completely answered 
the requirements of General Skobeleff.§ 

Finally, in the beginning of iNovember new's w’as received that a band of 
Tekkes (400 strong) had been seen in the jMana valley, but liad quickly dis- 
appeared; that a body of ^i,000 Tekkes was guarding the road from Nukhur to 
Bujiuird, and that Sub-Lieutenant Yoropanoff'’s volunteers w^ere following 
them up ; jj and lastly, that serious rumours had been received from Gok-Tapa 
to the effect that the enemy intended to carry out a raid into the Kush-Khana 
district to destroy our magazines. This last rumour was so alarming that 
Shuja-ud-Daula^i assembled his horse militia, fo be prejxired to meet the Tekkes. 

On this subject he wrote to Allay ar-Beg, Nmb of Shirvan: Kepoits 
have been received from tbe frontier that the Tnrkumans have heard that 
Ilussiaii ScUib^^ with large suras of money, are living at Kush-Kliana, and there- 
■fore liave conceived visions in their heads. Yon yuurself know that affairs are 
not now with the Tekkes as formerly : all the T\-kkes, numbering 12,000 
horsemen, are collected in Gok-Tapa, and therefore w’e must be on our guard 
against them. On receipt of this order, you are at once to send all your 
SkamJilialchJH'^^ to Yangi-Kala to mount guard there day and night, and you 

* Khdltay i e., a packapi'C ox provisions. — Auf/tor, 

t Telegram from Zinovicff; to Colonel Groclekoff, dated 30th October (llth Kovemher). In all 
probahiiity, tlie Ambassador, not knowing of the existence of tlievillagt? called Yangi-Kala in the 
Kush-Khuna district, supposed that Colonel Grodekoff was about to transfer the supjdy-depot to 
the Yangi-Kala near Gok-Tapa. In Colonel Grodekoff’s telegram informing Zimivieff of the 
transfer of the supply-de})6t, he said : Two months'* supplies of Hour and 1 month’s forage have 
been received. I have rel urned from an extensive reconnaissance, and have found it possible to 
move the Shirwan supply-depot and part of that at Bujniird to Yangi-Kala, two marclies from 
Gok-Tapa. I am collecting transport for this.” — Author. 

X L(drer dated 2]st October (2iid November) 1880, No. 570. — Author. 

§ Telegram from the Russian Ambassador to Colonel Grodekoff, dated llth (23rd October) 
1880. — Author. 

|j Report from Lieutenant Yoropanoff to Colonel Grodekoff, Nuklmr, dated 1st (13th) Novem- 
ber 18S0. — Author. 

^ The district of Eush-Khana, in which is situated the village of Y'angi-Kala. — 
Author. 

Horsemen armed with rifled firearms. — Author^ 
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are to inform onr welUbeloved Mustafa-IvuH-A^’a of tliis. The Russian 
Sd//ih desired very mueh to g “0 without me tc) Vangd-Kal;!, but to »'o there is 
ii(;t g^oocl. Tell Nicholas Grodekolf from mo that wIumi he wishes to go to 
Yaiig‘i-Knla and to Kiish-Khana, he is to let me know. I^'or him to go there 
himself is not needful* Let him write to Mustal‘ii-Kuli-A<’'a and he will 
fulfil everything unconditionally. The lliissia^n Sdh'o^s shouhl not «*o to 
Yang'i-Kala without lettini!^ me know. Sjnd ()ff y(jur A’w7.wZ?//rt'y<:!/^/.v at onee. 
If Mustafa- Kuli-Aga does not wish to keep tliem all at Yangi-Kah^ he may 
place them in the nearest villages. Carryall this out at onee."^^ 

The of Bn j nurd also gathered part of his troops and placed them 

in the Alana valley. ■ The disquieting news from the frontier shook the decision 
of some of the chervaddrs to carry our stores from Bujnurd to Yangi-Kala. 

Colonel Grodekoif hearing all these rumours, resolved to post])one the 
movement of the supply-depots to Yangi-Kala. He recalled Lieutenant 
Krishtopenko and discharged the transport and the armed escjorts he had 
hired. He did not, however, completely give np the idea of carrying the 
supply-dep6ts forward, but only put off this operation till a more favourable 
time. The transport of supplies to Yangi-Kala went on even after Krishto- 
p( 3 nki/s departure, but the responsibility of their safe keeping was Itiid on 
Mustafa-Kuli-Agn, Naib of Kiish-Khana. This was the best guarantee for the 
security of the supplies even in the event of a IVkke inroad, for Lieutenant 
Krishtopenko had heard rumours that, if the Tekkes attacked Yangi-Kala, to 
save the fortress from being destroyed, the Naib would have hamlet! him and 
the Kuban Cossacks with him over to the enemy. On Krishtopenko\s 
departure, therefore, AIustafa-Kuli-Aga had to vseek for other means of pre- 
serving his fortress and the grain placed iti his charge in it. The Nail) took 
advantage of the militia collected, and, instead of the ten days for whicdi it 
had been summoned, kept it for a month till all rumours of Tekke inroads had 
ceased and till the latter people were themselves threatened by our troops 
before Gok-Tapa. On the 25th December 1880 ((>th January) 188], Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Volkoff reported from Takhta-i-Rabat that all was quiet in 
the Kush-Khana district, and that even the local inhabitants were daily 
making raids into the Akhal oasis and carrying off camels.'^ 

All the same the reports of the intentions of the Tekkes to make an attack 
on Yangi-Kala threatened at one time to turn out true. They were in parti- 
cular attracted by twenty loads of guld which the Russians were said to have 
sent to this place. t Thus in the end of Noveml)er a party of 200 horsemen 
appeared in the Kush-Khana district, but returned home on account of the 
snow and the high wind. At the same time about 100 men were seen near 
the village of Firuza where they were met by the headman of the Firiiza border, 
AIuhammad-Verdi-Khan, with horse and foot militia and forced to retire. 
Shuja-ud-Daula reported to Mashad that the boldness of the Tekkes had 
increased since they had heard that he had given up his raid.J 

In communicating this to Colonel Grodekoff, Shixja-ud-DauIa wrote to 
him : You may be sure that I am thinking of your affairs, so do not be 
troubled. As soon as the Mnharram § is finished, I shall myself go to the 

* Report from Volkoff, No. 38, — Author. 

^ t There was a report that the Tekkes, in connivance with some Kurds, hati intended 
to capture our money which Staff-Captain Erdeli was taking from Shir van to Mashad to be 
ciian ged. — Author. 

v X Telegram from the Kussian, Atahaseador to General Skoheleff, dated SVth November (9th 
Becemher) ISSO.— Author. 

, ' . : § A fast in memory of the martyrdom of Hussain and Hassan, sons of All, — Author. 
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frontietj and if your people wish to go thither^ I caa aeconipany them* * * § In 
a word, do not be anxious as to your affairs* I shall thank you to send me 
another lustre. The cursed workman fastened the nail badly to the ceiling 
from which your first lustre was suspended. Such is the carelessness of the 
Mussalman people ! There is only one Jesus, on whom were poured out 
all Divine blessings, so that he could come from heaven and form such a peo- 
ple as the Russians, I was so much annoyed by the loss of the first lustre, 
that nothing in the world, but a second, will console me* For friendship’s 
sake you take much trouble upon yourself, but I cannot consent to so annoy 
you. As it was a friendly present, I cannot accept a new one, except on con- 
dition that you pax'don me for having broken the first lustre. You and your 
people have been sent by the Russian Government ; every wish of yours will 
be fulfilled in accordance with the strict friendship between our two Govern- 
ments* But you do not know the Turkumans well, or how faithless and. 
wdcked they are. Y'ou must be careful. But be easy in your mind. Not wish- 
ing to repeat to you my assurances of friendship, know that all that I do is 
for the benefit of our friendship/''* 

At the end of iNovember, when months" flour for 8,000 men (DJ,1S3*36 
cwt.) -and 3| months" barley (21,d4f0 ewt., 2 *^., the quantity required by Gen- 
eral Skobelefi) had been collected in our supply-depots, Colonel Grodekoff 
returned to the Field Force, giving over charge of the completion of the opera- 
tion to Lieutenant-Colonel Volkoff of the General Staff. 

Thus the mission entrusted to Colonel Grodekoff had been carried out by 
him successfully, and supplies obtained in considerably greater quantities than 
had been required. At the end of November our supply-dep6ts contain- 
edt 
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9,600 ewt. of barley was still to be received, and after that Volkoff was to 
move the supplies of the Bujnurd and Shirvan depots forward so as to have 
supplies near the Tekke border, and thus make all preparations for transfer- 
ring these supplies into the dep&ts to be formed in the AkMl-Tekke 
For this purpose, 67,000 rotdles were given to him, of which 5,000 in gold, 
£,000 in bank silver, and 60,000 in credit notes. Immediately after all sup- 
plies had been brought in, he was to present his plan for their transport to 
points close to and even in the oaszs.^ 

Knowing by experience how surp3dsingly great was the loss of stores 
badly packed, sometimes reaching even £5 per cent., Colonel Grodek<>ff 

* Letter of 6th Muharram^ 1297, — Author^ 

f Eeport from Colonel Grodekoff to Zindvieff, No. 199, dated 28tli November (10th Deeemher) 
1880. — Auihor, 

X For 1,000 men for 31 months. — Author, 

§ For 8,000 men for li months, — Author, 

li For 1,000 men for 2 months, — Ay^hor, 

*|[ Instructions from General Skobeleff to Lieutenant- Colonel Yolkoff, No. 7972, dated 20th 
November (2nd December) 1880. — Author* 
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resolved to take most energetic measures to avoid tins in the trausporfc of tke 
Persian supplies to the magazines of the oasu. His aim was to have no loss 
in transport at all and he attained this, as there was not a loss of an ounce. 
Colonel Grodekoff resolved to spare no money to have the supplies packed in 
double sacks or in woollen and the cost of packin<- reached |th ot 

the whole expenditure for supplies and their delivery m the is 

The materials for the sacks were obtained in Russia and f , 
Colonel Grodekoff left for Persia, the Commander of the LxpeRition had 
entrasted our agents at Astrakhan and Baku with the purckise of Hm,000 
anhins (il 38,333 feet) of sack-cloth, which however was sent to Gaz and thence 
by Shah-Rud to Buinurd and Shirvan. When the first supplies began to arrive 
d the supplv-depdi it was seen that this quantity would be quite insuffi- 
cient, especially afte^- Colonel Grodekoff had decided f 

he carried in double sacks. The latter applied to Nasirbekoffi at hL.shad to 
buy up all the baize there and obtain not less than 1,000 woollen and 

also empowered his agents at Sabzawar, Nidiapur, Bn.inurd, knchan and 
Shii-van to buy up baize and coarse calico in any qmntity. Nasi hekoff 
bcught up all the baize at Mashad ; but as this was msnfficient, he a so bo^ht 

up all the Indian shirtings he could find, obtaining a total of 50,000 

(i 16,606 feet) of botli. In tlie other places cSo,000 ars/nns {ldb,oo6 iett) 
of baize were bought. This was still insufficient; and as the resources of 
Khiirassan were exhausted. Colonel Grodekoff thought it necessary to send 
some one to Baku to buy 160,000 an/iins (373,3S3 feet) of sack-cloth. In 
all, 396,780 ardinn (925,773 feet) of sack-cloth, haize, coarse calico, and 

Indian shirtings were bought. i „ UT,, 

Outof this materia],t 70,780 sacks were made by lured workmen. _lhe 
inhabitants of Shirvan and Bujnurd, seeing imw many bags we required, 
began themselves to make some according to our patterns and to sell them 
to ns. 7,225 sacks were obtained from this source, giving a total of 
78,012 oidinaiy sacks, and in addition there were i-,4'20 woollen 

More sack-cloth and baize was bought than was required, and ^not only 
empty sacks, but even uncut sail-cloth was given in to the supply-depots m the 
oasis. This may he explained as follows. The Commander of the Expedition, 
when sending Lieutenant-Colonel Volkoff into Persia, ordered him to collect in- 
formation as to the productive power of Daragaz in the event of our having to 
make fresh purchases of supplies in those regions; J and after the capture or t>o - 
Tapa, Volkoff was actually ordered to obtain 12, 1 60 cwt. of barley there, iho 
spare sack-cloth and haize was meant for these supplies ; but on the departure 
of General Skobeleff for St, Petersburg, the above order was cancelled. 
Volkoff was ordered to liquidate the whole matter, and, among other 
to hand over to the supply-dep6ts the empty sacks and the uncut sail-clotli. 
In addition to the above reasons, the spare sacks were prepared to meet t e 
case of a want of them being felt at the siege of Gok-Tapa, for the reconnais- 
sance of the 6th (18th) July 1880 had shown that the fortress would have to be 
taken by a regular siege. There actually %vas a demand for bags for this pm- 
pose, which could not he met by our agents in Persia, as the road from Garma 
to Gok-Tapa was strongly occupied by the Tekke s. 

+ Part^of thrstS-olofh rotted in the Cuetom-'houBe at Gaz and at SWrvfc, and 22,000 arsUtu 
(51,333 feet) of it were delivered at the 6Bpply-dei>6ta in the Akhfl 

J Instructions from General Skoheleff to Colonel GrodekofE, Ko. 8011, dated 20th Novembe 
(2ud December) 1880.^ — Author, 
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After the departure of Colonel Grodekoff from Persia^ the supplies which 
remained to be delivered, according to the contract made with Shiija-ud-DauIa, 
w^ere brought into Shirvan, Yangi-Kala, and Takhta-i- Rabat, and in addition 
the Amir asked us to take over part of the barley from him in the village of 
Hassanabad, not far from Takhta-i-Rabat. By the beginning of J anuary 1 88 1, 
all the deliveries had been made. As for the Bujnurd supply-depot, everything 
expected had been delivered there by the middle of December. 

On the occupation of Yegyan-Batir-Kala, in the beginuing of December, tlio 
Commander of the Expedition proposed to send orders to Volkoff to move up 
6,400 cwt. of barley and 3,200 cwt. of flour to Kalat-i-Nur- Verdi-Khan ; but 
as for this purpose it would have been necessaxy to send 8 companies, 2 squadrons 
of dragoons, and 4 mountain guns to tbe village of Katlish to meet the 
convoy, and as the time for the decisive advance against Gok-Tapa had now 
arrived, and it was not desirable to scatter our forces, this idea was given up, 
and it w'-as resolved to make no use of the Persian supplies till after the 
capture of Gok-Tapa. Nevertheless, Volkoff was warned that the Temporary 
Commander of the troops might send afew of cavalry to Takhta-i-Rabat 

to bring forage thence on their troop horses. He was therefore ordered to send 
a superintendent for this purpose to that place, but afterwards toYangi-Kala.”^ 

Besides all the above supplies, our agents in Persia received orders from 
Yegyan-Batir-Kala to buy 10,000 sheep for the supply of the troops, as the 
former contractor for meat for the force had become bankrupt and the new 
one, the merchant Gromoffi, could only deliver meat from the (1st) 13th Janu- 
ary l^s8L 

In the matter of transport of supplies and obtaining of cattle, General 
Skobeleff asked for the co-operation of Yar-Muhammad-Khan, who not long 
before had received from the Shah the title of Bugam-^tid-Battla (*^^The 
sharpest Arrow of the Empire To obtain cattle, Volkoff sent Lieutenant 
Krishtopenko to the Mana valleyt and went himself on the 19tb (31st) December 
to Yangi-Kalaand Takhta-i-Rabat to receive the barley, which was being sent 
thither under the orders of Sliuja-ud-Daula. There were to be received in 
Takhta-i-Rabat 225, at Hassanabad, 5 {3J miles from Takhta-i-Rabat), 

200, and at Yangi-Kala 300 Khdrvars^ in all 725 KhArvars (4,176 cwt.).J 

On the opening of the trenches before Gok-Tapa the Commander of the 
Expedition ordered Volkoff to take most energetic measures to hire transport 
to bring up as large a quantity of forage as possible to Gok-Tapa, and when 
the transport was all collected, he was to send word to our camp, so that escorts 
might he sent for the convoys* But as the collection of transport took much 
time and our cavaliy were in great need of forage, notice was again sent to 
Volkoff that a few sokiias would be sent to Takhta-i-Rabat and to Yangi-Kala 
to bring in barley on their horses. General Skobeleff also remarked that, to 
avoid political difficulties, which might be caused by the arrival of our troo]>s 

* Instructions from the Chief of the Staff to Volkoff, 2216, dated X3th (25th) December 
1880. — It has been mentioned above that supplies were being brought to both these places, but that 
we had no agents there. — Author, 

t The prices for sheep at that time were very high, mz ,, — 

'Eovhles. KopecTcs. 

1 year old ... ... 1 80 

2 do. ... ,** ... S 

3 do. and above that ... ... ... 4i; ... 

Cattle had to he bought in small herds, All animals were first ordered to be sent to Bami, but 
afterwards to Ksilat. — Report from Volkoff to General Skobeleff, No. 29, dated Bujnurd, 16th 
(28th) December 1880. 

X Reports from Volkoff, Kos. 216 and 33, dated 19th and 25th December 1880 (31st December 
1880 and 6th January 1881). — Author, 
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at these points, it would be better i£ Volkoff could in a short time gather as 
much transport as would serve to clear out at one time all the supplies in the 
supply depots at Yangi-Kala and Takhta-i-Eabat. General Skobeleff thought 
he had a right at any time to move a force to Garmab ^‘^and even a little 
further. In a word, gather transport at any cost/" wrote General Skobeleff 
to Volkoff. Load up as much barley as you can. Let us know when it is 
ready. We shall send a force to take it away, and then we shall eat up the 
political gruel together. But mix up the Persian authorities in it as much 
as you can. Everything must be done in a fnendlt/ rnamier. Try to interest 
Shuja-ud-Daula in the successful issue of the affair. Use every exertion one 
way or another; but, whatever you do, send as much barley as possible to the 
force before Ook-Tapa/"-^ These instructions were sent to Volkoff on the 
25th December 1880 (6th January 1881). 

Next day, however, General Skobeleff received a letter from Tairoff from 
Bujnurd, saying that he had sent men into all corners of Khurassan to hire 
transport animals and bring them into Bnjnurd, so the General sent^ new 
instructions to Volkoff, telling him to report the date of the march or the 
convoys and the route they were to follow, so that he might make arrangements 
for a force to be sent to the Persian frontier to escort the caravans. First of 
all, 8,000 cwt. of barley and 160 cwt. of ghee were to be sent up, then a 
month"s supply of flour for 8,000 men, Volkoff was to keep in view that, 
after the capture of Gok-Tapa, measures would have to be taken to at once 
transport all the Persian supplies into the Akhal oaw, and he was therefore 
to make corresponding preparations of transport.f 

On receiving his orders from the Commander of the Expedition, Volkoff 
at once proceeded to collect transport, and by the 29th December 1880 (10th 
January 1881) he hoped to have in Takhta-i-'.Rabat 150 pack-horses and 200 
asses, which could carry to Garmab in all 800 cwt. of barley, a three 
days" supply for 3,000 horses, and which could afterwards throw a similar quan- 
tity into that place every two days. Thus, he proposed to provide the force with 
barley till the arrival of the transport from Bnjnurd, lie promised to deliver 
to the force in a month not less than 9,600 cwt. of barley, and for the escort of 
the convoys to Garmab, Shuja^ud-Daula had proposed to place 200 horsemen 
at Volkoff "s disposal. 

The lirst convoy was to arrive at Garmab on the 30th December 1880 
(11th January 1881), on which date Volkoff had requested cavalry to be sent out 
from Gok-Tapa.J General Skobeleff, however, in view of the serious state 
of affairs before that fortress [sortie of 28th December 1880 (9th January 
1881) and capture of a colour and a gun], did not think lit to make a detach- 
ment from his force for the sake of 800 cwt. of barley at Garm&, and ordered 
Volkoff to collect more transport so as to make it worth while for him to send 
troops out. As for the transport which Volkoff had already collected, it was 
desirable that it should be sent to join the army under an escort of Kurds. § 

The drivers, however, hearing that a considerable body of Tekkes were 
holding the road between Garmab and Gok-Tapa in rear of the Russians, 
and were killing all the inhabitants who were coming in to the Russian camp 
to trade, on reaching Garmab refused to go further. The transport drivers, 

* Instructions from. General SkobekfC to VolkojEf, No. 8700, dated 25th December 1880 (6th 
January ISSi).- — Ait^thor, 

t Insiruction&from tp YoIkofE, Kq, 8769,, dated 27th December 1880 (8th 

Jaunary 1881). — Author, 

X Beport from VolkolK, Np* * * § 28th December 1880 (9th January 1881).-^.d[«^^on 

§ Instructions . to Volkoff, No, 8889, dated 30th December 1880 (11th January 1881),-<-.ljW^4(?r. 
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who had brought up the supplies from Bujnurd and who had left Bujnuxd 
on the 4<th (16th) January, also refused to go further than Garm^b, and ‘would 
engage to go only to Khalva-Chashma.* * * § 

As, from the constant arrival of supplies, the buildings of the supply-depot 
at Garmab and Khalva-Chashma were over flowing, f Volkoff was forced to 
stop further transport from the Buj nurd depot 4 

Thus, of all the supplies prepared in Persia none succeeded in reaching the 
troops before the capture of Gok-Tapa. On the very day of the taking of 
that fortress, the 12th (24th) January, Volkoff received orders to at once send 
up supplies to the force and to buy vegetables and salt for the troops, and on 
the 16th (28th) January a column was sent to Garmab, consisting of a com- 
pany of the Daghistan Regiment and a sotma of Taman Cossacks, with the 
regimental pack-horses and with camels captared by us in the fortress to 
bring up barley to Gok-Tapa. 

Before this. General Skobeleff had informed the Russian Ambassador that 
he intended to send regimental wagons and pack-horses to our supply-depots 
in Persia to bring up stores to the force, and had asked for his co-operation. 

Zinovieff therefore made the following requests to the Persian Govern- 
ment : — (1) That the local authorities should be ordered to really help Volkoff 
in the collection and hire of pack animals. (2) That our army transport with 
its drivers and the necessary attendants should be allowed to proceed to the 
places where the supply-dep6ts were. (3) That the llkhdnis of Kuehan and 
Bujnurd should be ordered to collect their mounted militia to protect our 
convoys, not only during their march through Persian territory, but, if re- 
quired, even beyond the frontier. {4f) That the military escort sent from our 
force should be allowed to come without obstacle to the frontier villages of 
Kuehan to receive the convoys* 

The Shah gave his full consent to all these requests, but ordered his Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs to bring the following considerations to the notice of 
the Ambassador, 

While ready to co-operate with us in the broadest sense of tbe word in 
everything connected with our Expedition, the Persian Government wished 
to save itself as far as possible from being suspected of having taken part 
in it, and was therefore obliged so to act that all measures should seem to 
be initiated by the local authorities in Khurassau and should appear to have 
been forced upon them by the necessity for keeping order on the frontier. 
Such care was, in the opinion of the Shah and of his Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
necessary to prevent remonstrances from the English Agents, who always 
looked very unfavourably on the least action of the Persian Government, 
which appeared to give the smallest support to our troops. As the Persian 
Government was far from being fully acquainted with local conditions, some of 
its orders upon our demands had to be entirely left to the care of tbe 
llhkdnu^ who had been ordered to enter into communication with Volkoff, 
One of these matters was the employment of the Kurdish militia beyond tbe 
frontier as escort for our convoys,§ and in this matter the Shah^s Govern- 
ment could take no responsibility upon itselL 

* Beports from Volkoff, dated 31st December 1880 (12th January 1881) and 3rd (loth) 
January 1881, IJos. 39 and 40. — Author, 

t At Garmab on the 8th (20th) January were 1,552*64 cwt. of barley and at Khalva-Chashma 
1,920 cwt. — Report from Krishtopenko, dated Garmab, 7th (19th) January 1881. — Author, 

X Report from Volkoff, No. 241, dated 9th (21st) January 1881. — Author, 

§ The Commander of the Expedition said that he did not require this escort, but that we must 
remember that, if it was pecuniarily remunerative to the llkhdnis^ we must not refuse it. — Author. 
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4(>cordinff to these considerations, corresponding orders were given by 
the MinSer of Foreign Affairs to Prince Eukn-nd-Danla, and Zinovieff on 

hL part informed NaSrbekoff of the orders given by the Persian Government, 
aid ordeS him to stir up the Prince to carry out without delay a 1 the mea- 
iirerdqiending upon him, and to provide the llhUm. with instructions ac- 

COrdlDff to tll6 S dGCisioHS. ^ t m xl. O 

At^Garmab, on the day of the capture of Gok-Tapa, there were ~.,4C0 06 

cwt if barley, and within three days this quanti^ was to he increased 
bv 1 280 cwt. from Hassanabad and 1,856 cwt. from langi-Ivala. Ihus 
at Garmab there would be collected 5,596-56 cwt. of barley alone with- 
out counting other supplies. There were, however, no means of transport to 
Se them to Gok-T^apa, as the inhabitants still considered the road danger- 
t Se »tan to G™b 0 . the 16tk (Mth) took w.tl. .t 

iilv 347-il cwt of barley in all, as the Tekke camels refused to work, being so 
exhausted that out of 100 sent to Garmab unkden only 


PThansted tnat out or ivju soub tu . 

Part therefore of the camels of the convoy which amved at Gok-iapa on t e 
16th (28th) January were detailed to bring in the Persian supplies, and all 
the pack-saddles of the pack-horse transport not in use wei^ sent up fiom the 
rL to the advanced force.§ In the meantime the Garmab supply-depot was 
beii-irraduallv increased, and on the 30th January (11th February) there 

were^ii it 8,000 cwt. of barley, 960 cwt. of flour, 80 cwt. of ghee, 160 cwt. of 

who had been collected at Bujnurdfrom Sabza- 
war, Juvain, Miandasht, and other places, having been assm-ed that the road 
to Gok-Tapa was safe, began to carry the supplies from the Bujnuid supPlv- 
depfit straight to that place on the 24'th January (5th I ehruaiy), and at tei 
that the transport of supplies into the oa.ns went on freely until the depots 

of Sh^^ the collection of transport went on slowly at first, 
as the people asked absurd prices, and it was only m the month of January, 
on the^ arrival of camels and mules from Mashhad and from^ the Herat and 
Seistan frontier, that the transport of the Shirvan supply-depot to Askhabad 
beo-an On the departure of the first convoy there was a great disturbance 
between the inhabitants of Shirvdn and the Mashad cherracUn who_ had agreed 
to carry the supplies at much low'er prices than the former. Shu]a-ud-L)aula 
also hired his mules out to us, and the transport went on without a break. 
Neither frost nor snow-storms in the hills stopped the chervadci,rs, svh.ose> aspes 
perished in them, nor yet the rumours of Tekke bands prowling in the hills 
and looking out for a chance of plundering our caravans, nor the actual cap- 
ture by brigands in the end of February on the road between Askhabad and 
Bardar of 25 camels belonging to our chenaddr. 

The latter circumstance caused one sotnia of Taman Cossacks to be placed 
in Buzmein and another to be put at the disposal of Lieutenant-Colonel Vol- 
koff till all supplies had been brought away from Persia, K the latter soima 


* Letter from Zlndvieff to Yolkoff, No. 3, dated «th (18th) January 1881.-.^««or. 

+ Keuort from Lieutenant Kriehtopenko, No. 14, dated 13th (25th) January 
J Beport from Captain Golovkoff, oominanding the column. No. 8, dated 19th (31st) Janu 

'^S^Instrnctions to Colonel Artsishevski, No. 355, d^ed 17th (|9th) Junnury 1881, and to the 
OfBcer Commanding lines of Communication, No. 87, dated Jith January (5tU Feb- 

™*Y^biary^of*^lI Section of Staff df Trans-Caspian Force, 1880, No. 27, Fart I, page 

ISI.— Author. ' .j '’G. t 

f Instructions to Colonel AtfeSshawskii No. 6S3.— Author. 
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being supplied with provisions, by Volkoff without touching those coming 
from' Persia.' 

All the supplies were delivered perfectly suceesfully inthe supply-dep6ts of 
the Akkal oasis and without any loss, all those from the Shirvan magazine 
being brought to Askhabad and those from Bujnurd to Grok-Tapa. The last 
convoy from Persia was sent off on thel4tli (26th) May 1881, after wdiich the 
individuals who had superintended the purchase returned to Askhabad. 

After a five months^ supply for its garrison had been put into Gok-Tapa, 
all the rest of the Persian supplies arriving at that place were forw^arded to 
Askhabad on hired Tekke camels. 

The Persian supplies sufficed for the troops at Grok-Tapa and Askhabkl 
(4,000 men and 2,200 horses) till October 1881. They were of special value, 
because by the time Gok-Tapa was taken our camel transport had almost 
ceased to exist and the railway only ran to 64 versts (42f miles) from the sea, 
and the 400 4.horsed ^wagons asked for by the Commander of the Expedition 
from the Caucasus only arrived in April, 

In all, the following supplies had been purchased in Persia and delivered 
in the siipply-dep&ts at Gok-Tapa and Askhabad : — 






JPuds, 

Pounds. 

Cwt. 

Wlieat Sour 

.... 

... 

... 

41,810 

22 

13,379-36 

Barley 




99,576 

33 

31,864-56 

Bice groats ... 

• «* 



1,371 

■ 

6 

438-8 

QU 

»«« 

: ... 

. . 

527 

23 

168*62 

■Peas , ' 

.«« 

, M. 


536 


171-63 

Lentils 

... 



297 

37 

95-2 

Ground-pepper 




14 

... 

4-48 

Pepper-corns 



... j 

23 

9 

7-2 

Salt 


... 


3,437 


459-84 

Garlic 


... 


186 


59*52 

Beetroot 

... 

... 


4S 

... 

15 36 

Carrots 

... 


, 

16 

... 

5-12 

Potatoes 

... 



57 

... 

18-24 



Total 

. ... 

1,45,919 

20 

46,687-82 


For the purchase of supplies in Persia there had been issued at different 

(1) 20,887 half-imperials (=104,993 ronlles 5 hopecls in coin). 

(2) 11,979 roubles in bank silver. 

(3) 150,036 roubles 95 kopecks m credit notes. 

(4) 4,250 tomans in Persian krdm {==12,750 roubles in coin). 
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Total a^79,750 roubles at normal prices (£^7,000 — £30^000) . Of this sum, 
there had been expended — 

(1) 19,387 half-imperials == (on being changed into Jcrdm) 120,864 rouhles 
38 Jcopecics in coin^ as the half-imperial fetched from 6 rouhles 
30 kopecks to 6 roubles 00 kopecks in coin and on an average 
6 roubles 541* kopecks, Prom the exchange of half-imperials into 
Persian hrdns^ Government gained 27,011 roubles 33 kopecks 

■ ■; in coin.* . 

(2) 1 roubles \TL hank silver, which were sold for 8,170 roubles in 
coin. Thus here also Government gained 1,000 roubles in coin. 

(3) 148,148 roubles 5 kopecks in credit notes. Of this sum, 13,764 
roubles 84 kopecks were expended in credit notes and the remain- 
ing 134,383 Totibles 21 kopecks were changed into krdns at very 
various rates of exchange (from 3 ro%ibles%'h kopecks io^roiMes credit 
for the tomdn of 3 roubles in coin), the average being 3 rouhles 89| 
kopecks per tomdn,f In all there were received 34,500 tomans 8 
krdm 18 shai. Thus Government lost 30,880 rotihles 54 kopecks 
on the exchange of the credit notes. 

(4) 4,250 tomans in Persian krdns, 

28,011 rouhles 33 kopecks having been gained on the exchange of gold 
and bank silver, and 80,880 roubles 54 kopecks lost by Government on that 
of credit notes, the total loss in exchange was 2,869 roiMes 21 kopecks. Thus, 
owing to the favourable rate of exchange on gold and bank silver, our credit 
notes were made almost equal in value to roubles in coin. In further 
accounts, therefore, the rouble is taken as having the same value whether 
paid in coin or in paper. The total amount expended by Colonel Grodekoffs 
commission was therefore' 267,911 roubles 10 kopecks. 

Besides the above sums, there were also expended during the operations 
14,371 roubles 36 kopecks^ as follows : — 

(^j) By Major Kusoff, at Astrakhan, 5,787 roubles 91 kopecks for the 
purchase of 68,159| arshins (159,039 1 feet) of sack-cloth for sacks ; 
and 

(5) by Staff-Captain Erdeli at Baku, 2,789 roubles for the purchase 

of 33,000 arshms (77,000 feet) of saek-eloth, thread, paint for mark- 
ing the sacks, scales, weights, &c,,and 5,794 45 kopecks in the 

purchase of presents. 

Thus, there were expended in all — 

162,519 roubles kopecks in credit notes. 

99,843 „ 5 „ in gold. 

7,170 „ in bank silver. 

12,750 „ ia Persian krdns. 
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get a?? the total cost of the supplies bought ia Persia £71j4?81 rouhles 
£1 kopecks. 

This sum was distributed as follows ; — 

I, Purchase of supplies and transport of them to the supply depots of 
Gok-Tapa and Askhabad : — 

Purchase of — 

(1) 41ySiO puds^ '1% pounds of wheat flour^ 18>8£9 to7ndm I krdmy ox 1 
rouble "6^ kopecks d. ptid 

(2) 99,576 piids^ 33 pounds of barley, 37,382 to^nhis 3 krdmyOX \ fo%Me 
12| kopecks 2 .piul, 

(3) 1,371 pitds^ 6 pounds of rice groats, 1,426 5 krdm'Bskm^ or 3 

roubles 12^ kopecks a pud. 

(4) 1,437 puds of salt, 504 tomSis 2 krdns 4 skai^ or 1 rouble 3 kopecks a 
pud. 

(5) 527 pud%^ 13 pounds oi ghi^ 1,752 tomdm 4 krdm^ or 9 roubles 99 
kopecks a ptid, 

(6) 556 puds of peas, 212 tomdtis 2 k^'dm^ or \ rouble 15 kopecks 
%pud. 

(7) 297 pudsy 1 7 pounds of lentils, 1 05 lomd^is 6 krdmj ox 1 rouble 
kopecks a pud. 

(8) 2%puds^ 9 pounds of pepper-corns, 101 tomans 1 krdn^ or 37 kopecks 
a pound (-9 lb. English). 

(9) 14 puds of ground pepper, 39 tomdns 6 k^dns 8 sliai^ or 8 roubles 
49 kopecks a pud. 

(10) o7 ptids of potatoes, 36 tomans 8 krdns^ or 1 rouble 94 kopecks 

■ -a pud. 

, (11) 186 puds of garlic, 35 tomans 5 krdns, or 57 i kopecks 
2 ^ pud. 

(12) 64/;?/.^^ of beetroot and carrots, 17 tomdns 8 krdns 5 shai, or 84 
kopecks 2. pad. 

The prices of supplies were much higher than those current in the bazaars. 
At that time, when the bazaar price of barley in the vilayai of Kuchan was 18 
krdns for the Sliirvan kkdroar (224 pads), and for flour 24 krdus for the same 
amount, we had to pay 30 krdus for an Imperial kJidrvar puds) of barley or 
flour at Shirvan, and 33 krdns for a kharvar of barley at Takhta-i-Eabat and 
Yangi-Kala. This was because Shuja-ud-Daula had forbidden private people 
to sell grain for our supply-depots and took the whole supply upon himself as 
narrated above, naming any price that he pleased. We might have demanded 
50 krdots a kkdrwar and we should have had to give it. This was the price 
which a deputation of inhabitants of Shirvan had requested the Ilkhdni 
to ask from the Eussians in consequence of the wish expressed in the 
letter of the Armenians offering to buy up all the grain at this figure. 
If Shuja-ud-Daula had learned that any one was selling barley or 
flour to the Russians, that personas money would have been confiscated. 
As for Bujnurd, the prices at which grain w'^as to be sold to the Eussians 
were fixed by the Ilklidui, Yar-Muhammad-Khan, at 28 krdus a Eujnur<i 
kkdrwar (22 puds, 29 pounds) for flour, and 25 krans a kkdrwar fc r 
barley."^ 

* Here we suffered hurt "by the high prices proposed by our agent. Lieutenant Zeinal-Bcg, to the 
Ilhhdni in 1879. The latter insisted on those being adhered to, and it was only with great diffi- 
culty that he was induced to abate them a little.-~^Author. 



Tlie transport of supplies to the supply-depots of the Akhal oa.v'-'i was 
carried out at prices Hxed by mutual agTeement with the cfierraddr.s'. At 
Shiryan 17 irdnsioT S pzuU ixnd 19 /main foY 10;;Wv^and for Shuja-iid-Daiila's 
mules hrans for 8 pnds and krdns for 10 pncU were paid, dhis 
increased payment was made for the llhhdnih mules, so that he should not 
tiy to eoei^u oiir cvlmW^/A*. At Bujnurd, before the capture of Gok-dViia, 
tile priciS were : — To influential people 5i h dn-H for 4i pmis and to otliers 

for, the transport to Khalva-Chashiijia. As the however, 

refused to go on to our force during the siege, our l,argaia with them w.is 
cancelled, and after the capture of Gok-Tapa we began to pay 8 i‘or 4< 

pmis to tiok-Tapa to all without distinction. Afterwards, when the supply 
of transport far exceeded the demand, we siicceetled in reducing the price of 
transport to 7 h'dan a sack. 

For the transport of the supplies to the supply-depots of Gok-Tapa and 
Askhabad, 88,651 foiMen *20 kopeck were expended. Consequently the 
transport of a cost 6<' J kopecks for a mean distance of about 120 cer.ds 
(80 miles) or i a kopeck pec ver.sl and per p'l/d. 

II. — Furcliase of sa.k-cloth, baize, and cor.rse calico, and preparat’on of 
sacks. 

In all 396,760 arsJrms of cloth of all sorts (925,773 feet) were purchased 
at a cost of 48,620 ronhles. Out of 367,130 arshins (856,603 feet) were made 
70,787 ordinary sacks and the rest of the cloth was partly handed over to the 
AskhabM magazine and partly spoiled in the custom-house at Gaz. In addi- 
tion to the above, 7,225 sacks were bought at Bujmird, Mashad, and Shirva >. 

Thus, in all, 78,012 sacks were bought or prepared at an outlay of 42,04-5 
fonhles, giving a mean ])rice of 53*9 kopecki^ per sack. This high price is 
explained by the great distances to which the cloth had to be carried (fr^.m 
Gaz to Shirvaii 300 miles, from Mashad to Shir van 200 versts 133i‘ miles). 

III. — Purchase of woollen cJmvdls, 

In all 2,996 ckurdls were purchased at a cost of 4,040 roal!e>^^ making the 
price of each 1 r- uhie 35 kopecks. The chnculs obtaim^d were expensive because 
everywhere means of carrying supplies were being bought up, of all descrip- 
tions and at any cost. 

The cost of the satdes and churdls^ including Ijoth those and for transport 
and those returned into store (43,S27 roubles 70 kopecks) raised the price of 
every pnd of supplies by 31 kopecks ; thus — 


A pud 

of flour 


Cwt 

Rouhlos, 

1 

Kopecl'fi. 

m 

jj 

groats 


■ ' 33 ■ 

3 

4H4 

93 

barley 


39 

1 


33 

salt 


■ 93 

1 

34 

93 

peas 


33 

1 

46 

33 

lentils 


" 39 

1 

37| 




99 

10 

30 

»> 

ground pepper 


. 99 

8 

80 

n 

garlic 


93 

... 

881 

a 

beetroot 


93 

1 

15 

33 

potat-oes 


33 

2 

25 

A pound of peppercorns ... 


... 


38 


« The Iwids were of two kkak, la si^k.clofch or cotuni sacks iit 4 ' pad, and in ^^oollm cLvals 
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These were therefore the final ^lices fev ptid wit.h all expenses o£ packing 
and* delivery in doable sacks orTn\;Ordiriarj at the supplj-dep6ts of 

Gok-Tapa and Askhabad.*^ 

lY. — Purchase of* 720 felts for a sum of 1^925 foiiMes^ 

These were used to cover the bales. 

V. — Jixtraordiuaiy expend iturep 25 j956 
VT. — Cost of presents^ 5^94 

The total losses on the preparation ol supplies in Persia were as follows 


1. Flour. 4 2 ‘56 cwt.f ■ 

Mottlles. 

... 7i.^ 

Kopecl:s. 

68 

2. Bariev, 62'24 cwt. ■ 

... 74 

50 

3. 6^///, 4 3-2 cwt. J ■ ... 

... 109 

45 

4. Lentils, 3*84 cwt. 

0 

45 

5. Oround pepper, 8 cwt. § ... 

... 70 

50 

6. Salt, 4*8 cwt. ... ' . 

... 12 

70. 

7. Potatoes 13 2S cwtjl ^ ... 

... : 2.9 . 

-5 

8. 35'd'O cwt. of barley not received at Shirvan Y 

■ ' 576 

60 

9. DirTerent supplies ditto Bujiuird 

IG 

42 

111. Eaniest-nioiie 3 * to c/^er^Jc^£^c^/w lost 

... 499 

■10 

11. 4,034 sacks lost ^ ... ... 

...2,174 

32 

]2. 1 1 woollen lost ... ... 

... 14 

8e5 

13. 3 felts ddivered unserviceable ... 

... 8 

1 

LL 1,722 sacks delivered unserviceable 

... 928 

15 

lo. 5,770 arshins of sackcloth spoiled at Shirvau 

... 600 

T 


Total 5,104 roiiJjks 85 /copeckft, being ceui, on the sum of 271,481 

21 expended for 

AVhen General Skobeleif was informed of the results of tlie preparation of 
supplies in Persia and their delivery in the supply-depots of the Aklial oasis^ 
he wrote to the (Tiiei* of the General Staff (St. Petersburg! : — 

appears that the operations in Persia have been as extensive as those 
on the lines of eonimiinication, with this d iff ere iice that on the latter eveiy- 
thing* was ready, fioiir oats, sacks, ropes, while in Persia everything down to 
thf^ tiiread had to be found and bought. There were found and bought 146,001) 
of supplies, and 300,000 of cloth, which were made into more than 

50,000 sacks, and all that in two months ! On the 23r<] Septenii1)er (5th Onto, 
ber) General Grodekolf arrived with his assistants at Bujnurd and on the 25th 


* Tlie cost of a pud of sea rations at tlie prices paid by tlie luttnidance;, without transport, 
from 1st (13th) January to 1st (I3th) July 1881 were— 



Cwt. 

JtoillilfS. 

Kopt’chs 

IVheat flour ... 

»» ■ 

■ S" 

80 

Iliee groats ... ... .. 


2 

55 

frhd ... ■ ■... 


11 

40 

Cabbage for hToass ... 

' >? ' 

1 

59 

Pepper 


12 

50 

Garlic 

39 

1 

■■■ 35' 

8alt 


■■'■■ ... ■ 

64 

Potatoes (from 1st {13th) July 1880 to 1st (13th) January 1881) ... 

95 

A eh'jtvort (5‘7 bushels) of oats cost 

■33 

5 

■■■"■■ 98'"'- 

Of rye dour with packing 

33 

7 

95 

Of buckwheat groats witli packing 

33 

11 

75 


fR.'port from Acting IntenJant Kliojaj^effi, iffo. 4635, dated 21st Oetuber (2nd November) 
18St). ; — Aiiflior. 

t < )f tills quantity, 40 cwt. were lost on the wheat by denning and winnowing. — Author. 

X Loss from residuum, as on inspecting a skin of it a mixture of 9 lbs. of salt was 


founJ. — Author. 

^ riiis loss was caused by the drying of the pepper bought wet.— -rii/L4or. 

I i I >ri ed.—Au tlwr. 

% ihe money had been paid beforehand. — Author. 
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November (Tth. December) everyth mg was ready. The labour was real! v 
superhuman. As a small example of it, I may meiitioii that in Persia, rough 
ground pepper is sold by the piece. A"oii may imagine what a work it was/^ 
The timely and very bold formation of asiipply-depot at Garnaab enabl^^d 
ns to take advantage of it directly after the capture <)f G()lv-Tapa, whe 
transport was at an end, and it was impossible to clear out the depot in our 
rear/^ 

This mass of supplies was next moved into the sunply-depdts of the Akbal 
on transport hired all over the district between Shah-Rud and the bound- 
aries of Seistan. In transport there was not an ounce of loss, as documents 
will show. Not one atom was rejected by the receAung boards, on wli!(*h 
wei^e officials of the Field Control. What a difference from the state of affairs 
on the lines of eommimication where losses, evaporation, and leakage caused ns 
losses of hundreds of thousands of rouhlea/^ 

The main products were delivered in the magazines of Gok-Tapa and 
Askliabad at the following prices : — 



Honhles. 

Kopeclcs. 

Flour per ... ... 

... 1 

82 

Barley 

... 1 

63 

Salt 

... 1 

44 

Crhi ... ... ... ... 

... IS 

64 

Groats 

... s 

27* 

inchiding the price of double sacks and all expenses of 

storage, 

fee. At 

time, these products were costing at Gok-Tapa : — 

Rouble^. 

Kopecks. 

Rye flour per ... ... 

... 6 

70 

Oats- 

... 6 

65 

Ghi 

.. 15 

49 

Salt 

... 6 

12 

Groats 

... 6 

24 


Comparing these pidces with those of the Persian supplies, we find that on 
barley alone, of which 99,607 puds were prepared, the Government sa.ved 
512,000 roubles, Iffie total saving is 560,965 roubles. If to this we add a 
number of new sacks, which will be used as linen for the troops, woolbm ohuraU 
which have not been worn out, and the best Turkuman felts, which remain as 
a gain, the above saving will be increased to 6i}0,000 roubles. It will be no 
exaggeration to say that the Persian operation is the most brilliant featiu-e of 
the Akh£-Tekke campaign, although the persons carrying it out had no com- 
mercial training.^'^t 

* As seen above, the cost of this product was much less. General Skobeleff had not then all 
the results of the expedition before him. — Author. 

t Letter from General Skobeleffito General Obrucheff, dated 4th (16th) August 1881.— 
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General iwiew of the victnalling of "Russian troops clnrint!: the steppe campaigns "before the 
Akhal-Tekke Expedition "“Composition of the Inteiulance and Field Control of the Trans- 
Caspian Field Force — Establishment of receiving boards at Astrakhan and on the west 
coast of the Caspian — Storage of provisions, grain, hay, sliip’s rations, and packing and 
covering materials — Supply of meat — Orders for the rationing of tlie troops — Operations 
of the Fh'eld Control (1) on receiving boards ; (2) in verifying contents of supply- 
depots ; (3) in medical estahlislmients ; and (4) in insiecting transport animals andtlie 
transport of supplies — Working of the preliminary control as regards demands for money, 
and its results. 

AsLvrrc conquerors have freely traversed the desert and led their troops where 
small European forces can only penetrate with difficulty j and this was because 
the campaigns of such hordes had much in common with the nomadising of the 
present day. An Asiatic has a special power of bearing thirst, heat, insuffieienej 
of food, and, generally, all the hardships and inconveniences of nomad life. 
Cattle, the chief food of Asiatics, followed in rear of those armies ; and it is a 
known fact that, when Taimur was preparing for his campaign against Chinuy 
lie gave orders for 30,000 female camels to be taken wdth the army so as to 
supply milk for the troops. A nomad does not des])i<e ai ything that comes in 
his way, and a hunt after wild beasts often supplied food for those armies. To 
cmable his army to supply itself by the chase, Chi nghiz- Khan forbade wuld fowl 
to be killed beeween March and October, so that they might not be annihilated. 
The horses of Asiatics, like their masters, bear want of water and food with 
ease. From all these causes, Asiatic armies had very little baggage, which 
much facilitated their movements; and in the descriptions of Asiatic cam- 
]>aigas which have been handed down to us, w'e hnd no mention of their 
armies having experienced such want and hardship as to haveaninfluen.ee on 
the success of the campaign. 

Quite otherwise have been the experiences of European troops who have 
carried on war in the steppe. The failure of Alexander the Great in the 
deserts of Hedrosia and Karamania is w'ell known, and we have not got to 
go far back to mention the sufferings and privations of the Russian troops 
in the campaign against Khiva in Here the truth became evident 

that what is possible for an Asiatic is not possible for an European, unless 
the latter trains himself to feel as little as possible the loss of those various 
comforts to which he is accustomed in a civilized e<)iintry. In consequence, 
the equipment of a force for siu'vice in tlie steppe is a very complicated and 
very difficult matter. Here nothing is too t«'ifling ; — ev^erything is important; 
everything is, as it were, indispensable. In the steppe nothing is found ; and 
if there is something w^anting in the equipment of the force wdien it leaves 
Its base, that thing can never be made good. It may happen that in the 
St pppe the lines of operation are 700 or 800 miles long, and communication 
■with the base is only occasional. Therefore, the force must make up its mind 
in the fullest sense of the word to do without help from its base. Every loss 
in the force is a real loss, wffiieh it is impossible to make good ; and if at 
any time every man has to be counted, it is in steppe camp'iigns. There- 
fore, the preservation of the health of the men is a matter of the first 
importance. 
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From what luis been said above we may easily coiicliule tliat th(‘ 
train o£ a force sent into the steppe is very larov. The Oreiibiirg’ forep in the 
Khivaii Expedition of 1873 took with it 37,800 oallons of water; and 
consequently for water alone lytGO camels \YPre re([uir(yd. An English foree 
operating in the desert on the western frontier of Flindustin, cS,8o2 eom» 
batants strong, bad 80,000 horses. Henee it followxs that a campaign in the 
desert^ even if only the most necessary articles are taken, is a veiy expensi\’(i 
matter, and nowhere is the practice of economy so hurtful as in the preparation 
of an expedition ‘ for a steppe campaign. Its cuoisequenees may show 
themselves during the campaign in the shape of sufferings of the men from 
heat and thirst, or afterwards, on the conclusion of it, in the large iiumlxu’ 
of deaths. 

The experience of the Khivan campaign taught us how to equip a force ff»r 
the desert, and how to get along in it. On the termination of that eam]>aign, 
a special committee of officers, who had taken part in it and in the preliminary 
reconnaissances, was formed in the Caucasus, and they worked out a scheme 
for the supply of a force and its equipment. 

From the first occupation of Kvasnovodsk in 1809, ship's rations weiT* 
issued to the troops serving in Trans-Caspia. Each man received per dwm *9 lb, 
of meat, T8 lbs. biscuit, 'to lb. groats, 7-^ oz. cabbage for 83 oz. flour, 

*75 oz. gfii, T95 oz. salt^ *02-1 oz. pepper, *0:14 oz. laurel leaves, *0 oz. onions, 
*15 oz. garlic, 5*l;i oz. barley and wheat, groats or p»-as and French ])eaiis, 
and one measure {oharka) of brandy, with live measures of vinega,r a 
month. 

Instead of fresh meat, salt meat, and instead of glii^ tallow, was issued in the 
same quantities. 

Q’he Caucasus authorities, after considering the conclusions of the above- 
mentioned committee, expressed the following opinion on the subject of the 
supply of the troops, which was acted upon generally in the subsequent 
reconnaissances and operations in Trans-Caspia. 

Fresh meat, which is the chief means of kee}>ing up the health and strength 
of men, should always be issued, and in quantity not less than *9 lb. { 1 lb. Russian) . 
For this purpose sheep for slaughter should always follow a force in sufficient 
number, if they cannot be bought during the eamjiaign. Horned slaughter catt le 
cannot follow a force in very hot weather on account of the insufficiency of wat(‘r 
and of forage, which gets burnt up in summer. Sheep can go for some days with- 
out water, can be fed on the scantiest of herbage, andean always follow a force. 

1 hey, however, rapidly deteriorate on a campaign, and lose much in weight,'^^' and 
therefore it is necessary to weigh the animals as often as possible during baits 
l>efore issuing them to the companies. The meat cannot be always weighed, as 
much time is required for this operation. In the Mangishlak force this was 
made a rule for the issue of mea.t to the troops. The sheep were issued to the 
troops entire, and a special board divided them into three categories, — large 
medium-sized, and small. Each corps sent in a requisition to the superintend- 
ent of cattle, who, according to the number of men in the corps, issued a 
corresponding number of sheep of tlie different categories. This ])roeedure 

* la the Susski Inmlid, Ko. 25 of 1874> were some interesth'iig remarks by Professor 
Les^aft, ia which it is nxeationejOl that a pud of good meat off a well-fed animal oonttuiis 40 
per r.mt more nourishment than an equal weight of meat fromi an animal which 1ms betm nmrehed 
a long distance. A table is also, given showng that the flesh of slaughter cattle, nfter the animals 
have been driven, from which they inevitably suffer, cotitains much less nourishment, e.g., die 
flcdi of a starving sheep contains 58 per cmi,f that of a half-starving one 50 per cent,, that of one 
which has been well-fed 40 per cent., and of a very fat sbeep 33 per cent, of water, the fat lost 
during a march is converted into watvr in the hodj. ^Auihor. 
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Worked very well when the troops wore halted at Kindarlh*^ and in the first daj^s 
of the march ; but when the sheep had gone a few hundred venU^ they 
diminished considerably in weighty and therefore the issue to each corps> 
in proportion to its strength, of a certain number of sheep, calculated according 
to their weight at Kindarli, was very unfavourable for the troops. 

The issue to the troops of money for the purchase of meat during a 
campaign should not be permitted, because, firstly, each small detachment 
finds it very difficult to buy sheep for itself,* secondly, the men in their desire 
to economise eat less meat than is required to kepp them in health ; and, 
thirdly, it is much easier to look after one large than a number of small 
flocks. Therefore the supply of slaughter sheep to all the troops is one of 
the most important duties of the commander of a force. All other suj^plies 
depend entirely on the means of transport available; but sheep do not require 
transport, and do not fall behind the troops even in forced marches. In 
the event of the troops having to husband the other supplies carried with 
them on account of insufficiency of transport or delays in the march of the 
supply columns, the other rations may be replaced i)y an increase of the meat 
ration. For this reason flocks of sheep should follow a force in sufficient 
number to give every man 1*55 lbs. of meat daily ; and this also guards 
against insiitiiciency in consequence of a large numl'er of sheep having been 
lost or becoming tired out. In this last case, and when the troops have to make 
specially long marches, it is very useful to have preserved meat with 
the force. 

The issue of biscuit (1*8 lbs. a day) is perfectly sufficient ; but, taking 
into consideration that biscuit soon gets crumbled and broken, thus causing 
great loss of weight, the ration should be increased to 2*06 lbs. per man 
per diem. In order to further diminish losses, biscuit should be carried in strong 
cloth sacks, and these again should be tied up in bales with matting. To carry 
biscuit in bales covered with matting only is quite impossible. 

During the advance of the Mangishlak column on Khiva, biscuits were car- 
ried in matting Ijales. These soon got broken, and the loss was so great, 
that two weeks after the force advanced from Kindarli the ration of biscuit was 
ordered to be reduced from 1 *35 lbs. to *9 lb. a day. As the column neared the 
tills quantity was constantly diminished, so that finally the men received 
*72 and even *45 lb. a day only. 

The existing ration of groats is amply sufficient. As ghi is usually carried in 
barrels, which always leak a good deal, the loss of it is usualh^ and more- 

over it quickly gets bad from heat. It was, therefore, considered desirable that 
it should be conveyed in hermetically closed tin boxes; and to prevent it from 
spoiling when the boxes were opened, the latter were made of sueh size 
as to hold a day^s allowance for a certain unit, a half company or 

a company. 

It is very necessary to have dried cabbage for as apreventative against 
scurvy and other diseases. It should not, however, be dried long before a cam- 
paign, as it soon spoils and becomes unfit for use. It is also necessary that the 
troops should have onims and garlic also, in the proportion of *675 oz. a day 
of the former, and *225 oz. a day of the latter per man. 

Vinegar is an article very difficult to transport, and, therefore, it should be 
replaced by fruit acids. In the Krasnov odsk force, the issue of these was fixed 
at *265 oz. a day per man. This article evaporates rapidly in hot weather. 

* The gulf of Kindarli is on the east coast of the Caspian, and it was here that the 
Mangishlak force was assembled for the campaign against Khiva. — Author, 
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Thus, in the Krasnovodsk force in ten months, out of 85*£ cwt. of f ruit acids, 
7*76 cwt. evaporated* Considering the great tendency to evaporation of this 
article, and the want of proper places to store it in, the committee considered 
that this loss was insignificant compared with what it might have been. It 
is, therefore, necessary .that the acid should be made with a smaller pr^>portion 
of water, and that in consequence it should not be purchased by weight, but 
by volume like grain. 

As fruit acid has not only to serve as a corrective for food, but also to ini« 
prove the water, the issue of it should be increased to *375 oz. per man diem. 

The scale of issue of pepper, laurel leaves, and tiourfor stirabout is suflicient. 
The quantity of salt may be reduced from 1*55 oz* a day to 1*5 oz. 

As regards spirits, ex|)enence has shown that troops can do without it 
without any bad effects upon their health. The troops of the Mangisiilak and 
Tnrkistau columns had no spirits at all in the Khivan expedition of 1873, and 
on both forces uniting before Khiva, General Kaufrnann gave orders that all 
spirits in the possession of sutlers were to be sealed with the seals of the com- 
manders of columns, and that no one was to sell spirits to the troops. Spirits 
only arouse a man^s streng’th and bodily organism temporarily, and after- 
wards make him lazy and sleepy; and therefore they should altogether be ex- 
cluded from the men^s rations. It is, however, necessary to have a supply of 
spirits for issue after a severe and tiring march, or after a cold bivouac; and (V 
measures per man per month should be allowed in autumn, and only *£ in 
spring and summer, it being, however, understood that the tri)ops have no right 
to demand it, and that its issue to the men can only be ordered by the com- 
mander of the column after consultation with the medical otiicer, and as a 
medical comfort. 

The experience of the Khivan expedition and the reconnaissances preced- 
ing it showed, in the most striking manner, how beneficial to the men is the 
use of tea. Tea prevents and stops disorders of the stomach, quenches thirst, 
and corrects water. Tea is an invaluable thing in the steppe; hut the issue of 
tea in all the columns sent against Khiva was too restricted compared with its 
great utility. When used in sufficient quantity (not less than twice a day}, 
the allowance per man and per month should not therefore be less than *45 
lb. of tea and i'l lbs. of sugar. 

After some changes and additions at the time of the expedition of 1879, the 
actual scale of ship's rations for troops in Trans-Caspia was : — *9 lb. meat, 1*^ 
oz. preserved vegetables, 4*8 oz. rice, '6 oz. flour for stirabout, *75 oz ghi^ 1*5 
oz. salt, *021 oz, pepper, *0:H oz. laurel leaves, *6 oz, onions, '15 oz. garlic, 
and *75 oz. fruit acids per diem per man. From 1st (13tli) May to 1st (13th) 
September per 1 00 men per diem ; — *9 lb. tea, 2*7 lbs. sugar, and 2 half- 
measures of spirits per man per month. Prom 1st (13th) September to 1st 
(18th) May, tea *3 lb., sugar *9 lb., and spirits 4 half-measures per man per 
month. 

This ration was several times modified by order of the General Command- 
ing. The issue of meat was sometimes increased to 1*35 lbs. per man per diem^ 
and that of sugar to 1*8 lbs, and even to 2*7 lbs, per month per man, the 
spirit ration being sometimes done away with altogether, and sometimes 
increased to 4 half-measures per man per week, &c. 

The above rations were to be issued to the ofiGlcers of the force at the same 
rate as to the men. 

In 1879, when General L&aoreff was appointed Commander of the Akhal- 
Tekke expedition, there was formed,, on the i7th {29th) May, the Intendance 


of the force. Tt consisted of an Intendant, an official for special servieCi a 
treasurer, a ckef (k bureau^ a book-keejier, and two assistants to the 
r/iff ile bnrean^ who were to perform the duties of superiiitendeuts in the 
event of large temporary supply-depdts being opened. The insnfficieney of 
this staff was evi<lent from the very first. Delays were caused both in the 
issnes of money to the troops and in the giving* out of orders, and combatant 
officers, bad to. be a..ppointed superintendents of i3a.agaziue.s. Tl..ie. Intend.ant 
of the force, Lieutenant-Cokmel Deinvakin, reported to the Iritenclant of 
the district that, after oim official had died and two had fallen sick, he 
was left with one only ; and while correspondence was going on as to 
the replacement of the deficient officials by others, the expedition came 
to an end, 

Ori the arrival of General Skoheleff, the lufendance consisted of an In- 
tendant, Major Yepifanoff, an official oit special service at Duz-Olum to look 
after the transport of stores, a chtf fie barerni (on the sick list), a book- 
keeper, and tv'o assistants to the rlipf de bureau. Actually, including the 
Intendant, there were four pers<ms carrying un all the duties of the in tendance.’^* 
The Intendant himself met (bTieinl SIvobeleff at Petro\n-k <ai his way to Tiliis, 
whither he was going on short leave. At Genmal SkobedofFs request he 
returned to Trans-Caspia, and remained with the force till the 2&tli June (JOih 
July) when, as his health was completely broken down, he went on leave and 
did not again return to Trans-Caspia. 

The new establishment of thelntendance, confirmed on the 12th (2Tth) May 
by the Comma nder-in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus, consisted of; — 
one Intendant (with the rights of a chief superintendent of supply-dejidts), 2 
otiicials on special service, 2 2 assistants to the latter, i bofffi- 

keeper, 1 assistant book-keeper, I treasurer, 1 interpi’ctiT, and 4 (»flicials to take 
over the duties of superintendents of newly npciied magazines* To these must be 
added the vSiiperintendents of depdts already existing in the c.mntiy, wdiich 
hr<mghtthe total number of Intendanee officials n]> to 2(b Afterwards, on the 
Commander of the Expedition representing the insaflieiency of this staff, (> 
more oflicials were sent to Trans-Caspia f(W duty with the convoys (12 of the 
Intendance and 4 from the army), who, however, only arrived wdien the con- 
centration of supplies, not only at Bami, but also at Samiirskoye, was cuin- 
pdetod. There were in all 22 conductors. f 

To carry on more expeditiously the work of suppUiug the troops and 
issuing to them matvriel of every descri])tion, General Skobeleff ordered the 
In tendance to be divided into two sections, — one with the advanced force, 
and the other at Krasnovodsk. The sphere of action of the section of 
the advanced force was bounded by a line fi’om Duz-Olum to Bami, while 
the KrasnovcKlsk section managed the work on the Micdiaelovsk. line, the 
Intendanee of the force being* in charge of the vsectioii from Chikishliar 
to Duz-Olum. 

As eliiefs of sections w^ere appointed, — witli the advanced force, Lieuten- 
ant Ostroumoff and at Krasnovodsk Official Mitkeviteh, The Intendant of the 
force, Major Y'epifanoff, wms with General Skobeleff^s Staff, and the charge of 
the Intendanee at Chikishliar was entrusted to Official Mirets.j: 

Rt'ports from tlie Intendant of tlie Force, Kos. 2U53 and 3633, dated 17th (29t)i May) and 
Srd (ITath) AienriiKt 1880. — Author. 

t Telej>ra.n from Bikliorst to General Skobelelf, No. 4673, dated 1st (13th) Decenibei' 
1880. — Antho^. 

X Report of the Intendant of the Force, No. 155, dated 23rd June (7th duly) 15180.— 
Author. 
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Major Yppifanoff had many difficiilties to eont^nd against m consequence 
o£ the inefficiency of the officials and the careless performance of their 
duties.^ ^ ^ ^ ^ \ : 

After the departure of Major Yepifaooff from Trans- Caspia^ ToukorM Star-- 
sJihid Karitski of the Poltava Cossacks was appointed acting Inteiulimt of the 
force, and this post he held for 1| months. In granting Yepiianoff sick leave, 
General SkobelefE had requested the authorities in the Caucasus to send him 
in his stead another man ^Gn good health, who could do his 80 versts (5;V| 
miles) a day, and be able to work after that/’’ The new Intendant, sent on the 
15th (^7th) August, did not quite answer to that description, and was con- 
sequently sent away after two months. 

After him, on the 14th (26th) October l-^‘80, the Commander of the Expe- 
dition, in appointing College Assessor Khojaefft acting Intendant, had request- 
ed the Chief of the Staff of the Arnay of the Caucasus to send him an Intendant 
perfectly competent in his work. It was then proposed to General Skobeleff 
to choose an Intendant from his own troops; but this he could only do after 
< the capture of Gok-Tapa, and therefore Khojaeff continued to perform the 
duties till the 14th (26th) January 1881, when Colonel Kozelkoff, of the 74th 
(Stavropol) Infantry Regiment was appointed to the post.J Soon after the 
departure of the Temporary Commander of the Troops for St. Peters])urg, 
Colonel Kozelkoff went on sick leave, and was succeeded by Major Pavlenoff, 
battalion commander of the Crimean Regiment. 

Thus the Trans-Caspian Field Force had five Intendants within a 
year. 

In the first volume of this work, mention has been made of the great 
importance attached by General Skobeleff to a Field Control being attached to 
his force. 

The regulations for the Field Control with the Trans-Caspian Field Force 
were confirmed by the Emperor on the 5th (17th) May, and were drawn up on 
the basis of the regulations of the. 21st February (5th March) 1877 for the 
Field Control of a detached corps, with the following alterations. 

The Control consisted of a Chief Controller, two Controllers, and three 
Assistant-Controllers, the number being liable to change, if required, by the 
Imperial Controller, in communication with the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the Caucasus. 

The regulations of the 21st E'ebriiary (5th March) 1877 as to the duties of 
a Corps-Ci>ntroller applied to the Chief Controller of the Field Control, and 
those laid down for a Chief Controller to the Controllers. 

^ The functions of the officials of the Field Control and their relations to the 
Military Staff were laid down in special instructions issued by the Imperial 
Controller in communication with the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of 
; ; the Caueasus.§ ^ The Temporary Commander of the Troops was authorized to 

make such partial elianges in these instructions as experience showed to be 
‘ v«<^eessary, bringing them to the notice of the Imperial Controller and of the 
\ Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus. 

* Orders to the Intendance of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 'No, 19, dated 31st Alav a2th 
Jnire) 1880 .— ^ 

t General Orders, Trans-Caspian Field Force, No, 384, dated Mth (2Gtli) October 1880.-^ 

X General Oraors, Trans-^piaa field force, No. 28, dated l-ltli (26tli) January 1881.— 

§ In Appendix 91 eee Imperil approval, dated 5tli (17th) May 1 880, to the report of the Gov- 
OTment C(._n.roU..r and instructioBs>egatdi!.g,tKe Control Department with the troops operating in 
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As Chief Controller was noHiioated^, as requested hy the Commander of tlie 
Expedition, Actual State Councillor Cherevanski, acting Chief Controller in 
Turkistan. He arrived on the east coast of the Caspian on the 8th (2(Jth) 
June, and the other olihtials of the Control on the 28th May 1 9th June). Until 
his arrival the duties of Chief Controller were performed by College Assessor 
Kaehiirin, a member of the Temporary Control Committee appointed to settle up 
the accounts of the late expedition. 

The number of Control officials fixed by regulation was seen from the very 
first to be insufficient. The progress of military and administrative operations 
required the presence of officials of the Control at Krasnovodsk, Chikish- 
lia!*, and with the advanced force, as between these jjoints took place the 
main movement of military stores, which required concentrated attention to 
the issue of supplies and mat end for transport, and their receipt at their des- 
tinations. In add iliuii, at each of these points were a field treasure-chest, a 
supply-depot, and medical establishments and stores of varitms kiiids, and at 
Chiki-hliar and Krasnovodsk the stores and supplies sent from the west coast of 
the Caspian had to be received. It happened not unfrequeiitly that the 
presence of officials of the Field Control required two or three boards to be 
assembled vitiiin the 21 hours in one and the same place. In fact, on the 
officials of the Field Control rested all the responsibility of the verification of 
the accounts of the administrative departments on the lines of communication 
from the advanced force to Krasnovodsk and Chikishliar, The Commander of 
the Expedition therefore requested its establishment to be increased by one Con- 
troller, one xAssistant Controller, and one clerk, expressing himself at the same 
time in the most flattering manner as to the efficiency of the Held ControL*^ 
This demand w'as granted * but it must be remarked that even this addition to 
the strength of the Field Control did not permit of its extending the sphere 
of its operations over the whole of the Atrak and Miehaelovsk lines. 

The articles required for the troops in Trans-Caspia were obtained by 
contract parth^ in the Cancasus and partly at Astrakhan. 

To take over the supplies, forage, and materials prepared for Trans-Caspia 
from the contractors and Government furnishers, the Commander-in-Chief 
ordered hoards to be formed at Asti-akhan, Petrovsk, Lankoran, and Baku. 
The board at Astrakhafi, the main collecting point of the greater portion 
of the food stuffs, had, as President, Major-General Diimanski, acting assist- 
ant to the Intendant of the Army of the Caucasus; and as members two 
Intendance offi(*ials, two officers of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, and one official 
each from the Control and Medical Departments. The choice of members was 
made by the Intendant of the Army of the Cancasus, the Commander of the 
Expedition, the Chiiff Controller, and the Inspector of the Medical Department 
of the Army of the (laucasus from among the officers and officials under their 
command. The period for which a boax’d sat was counted from the clay of 
the first arrival of supplies at a point to that of their despatch to Chikish- 
liar or Krasnovodsk. As extra pay, there was issued to the President of the 
Board at Astrakhan 5 roubles, to those of boards at other places, 4 roiihles, 
to members sent from other stations than the places of assembly of the boards, 
8 roubles, and to those stationed in the place of assembly, 2 roubles a day. 

^Telegram from liemTnl Skobelelf to the Iinpoml C'ont roller. No. dated 25th July 

Otlh Angnst) 18S0 : ^‘ Tlie Chief Controller lias applied to your KxeelloiH-y for aji increase of the 

establisbin^'Xit of the Control. Being coixvinced of tlie grmt importanee of the Control wit the 
force, I unite my request ttt Chert vanski^s. I am convinced that the Conli‘ol is a most powerful 
I'u'lp to me in my mission.’*' ■ Beporfc from SkobelefT to the Chief ox the Staff of the Army of the 
Caucasus, Ko. dated 4th (Idth September) Author, 
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The duties of these boards were the iimil receipt and approval of food- 
stuffs, forage, materials, &c., from the contractors and other persons, and the 
issue of receipts to them. The boards might call in the aid of experts. lu 
the final acceptance of food-stuffs and materials, and in settling differences 
of opinion between the members, the president of the board at Astrakhan 
had the powers of a Circle IntenJant, while the presidents of the other boards 
had to refer those matters, according to existing regulations, to the Cinde 
Intendants. A special form of proceedings was to be drawn up on the receipt 
of each delivery of supplies, &e., on which, when signing it, each member 
had, ill case of disagreement, to state his personal opinion. Each bale, bag, 
or package was to be marked in the presence of the board on being tinalij 
passed, and then a receipt signed by the president and the member acting 
as secretary, was to be given to the contractor. 

On each batch of supplies being received, and on each shipload being 
sent off, the Commander of the Expedition and the lutendaiit of the Caucasus 
Circle were to be informed by telegraph.’^ 

The boards assembled at Astrakhan on the 2lst May (2ud June), at 
Baku on the 12th f24th May), at Lankoran on the tilth (25th) May, and at 
Petrovsk on the 18th (ilOth) July 1880, and were dissolved at Astrakhan on 
the 1st (l-3tli) December, at Lankoran on the 6th (18th) December, at Baku 
on the 25th December (6th January), and at Petrovsk on the 9th (2isl) 
December IBSO.f 

With the small establishment of the Field Control, it was impossible to 
have members of it on every board ; so to make up for this, three Control 
officials were requested to be detaded from Russia, who were attached to three 
of the boards, while a member of the Field Control was attached to the Astr?- 
khaii board. The Imperial Controller thought it necessary to appoint Contrtiller 
Kaehurin, of the Baku Control Board, to superintend the operations of the mem- 
bers of the Control attached to the receiving boards, and the Chief Control ior 
was ordered to put himself into eommunieati<m with Kaehurin as to cstah- 
li<5hmg rules for the guidance of those officials. The following rules wei'c 
drawn up : — (1) Any opinions or protests of the Control officials, not involving 
extreme measures being taken, are to be laid before Kaehurin, who is to 
give his orders upon them ; (2) Questions of greater importance requiring 
the orders of the Commander of the Expedition are to be laid before the 
Chief Controller for his orders ; (S) Periodical notices of the progress of the 
work of receiving are to be sent to the Chief Controller and to the head of the 
Baku Control Board, who, at the end of each month, is to inform the 
Chief Controller of the decisions made by him in accordance with 
Rule LJ 

While not taking part, in the full sense of the word, in the actual work of 
receiving performed by the boards, the Control officials had to see to the inspec- 
tion of the food-stnffs, their good quantity, and the due observance by the 
contractors of all the terms of their contract. As will hereafter be seen, the 
Control officials did not in all cases agree with the views and requirements of 
the other members of the boards, in the matter of inspecting and receiving 

Orders to the Circle Intendance of the Caucasus Military District, No. 289, datt‘d""3^i 
April (12th May) 188D.—Seeiasfcructiotts to the Receiving Committee in Appendix No. 

t Report of the measnivs taken by the Circle Intendanee of the Caucasus Military District lei* 
the supply of the troops in Trans*Caspia, Author. 

I Notes on the operations of* tho Control on the receiving hoards, on the west coast ot' the 
C^pmn, for August 1880.---Bi^ hf the Sta€ of the Trans-Ouspian Field Force, No. lu at 


■ 


901 


food-stuffs, and tlierefore sent in protests against the decisions of the boards 
together with their opinions, and this method tended to improve the 
progress of the work of receiving stm*es. 

On the formation, in the beginning of 18V9, of a force for operations in 
Traiis-Chispia, orders were given to provide the troops with 6 months^ snppdy 
for 10,900 men from the 1st {13th) May lb79, as follows : — 

1. Four months’ supply of biscuit (00,950*4 bushels) and of groats (10.087*5 bnslieds) 
were to be preparod. To meet this demand, in addition to ibe supjjhVs of biscuit 
at PetiTvsk and Krasiiovodsk (5,517*6 bushels) and of groats at Petrovsk (10,(587*5 
bushels), there were prepared th«-* foilowdng quantities of biscuits : — 

At Petrovsk, by the 1st (i3th) duly ... ... 34,200 bushels. 

At ivia'-iiiovoclsk, by the 1st (13th) July ... ... il,4(X) „ 

At Baku, by the 1st (13tb) May ... ... 17,lU0 „ 


Total 


62,700 


2. The remaining two months’ provisions were to be purchased locally, biscuit being 
specially prepared if required. 

Afterwards, when the force was assembled and military operations began, 
jwovisions were not only required for the remaining two months as had at 
first been proposed, but, as it had been settled that the force W’^as to 
remain in Trans-lkispia for an indefinite period, it became necessary to provide 
the troops with supplies to last till 1st (i3th) July 1S80, and afterwards to 
1st (loth) July 1881. 

During this time, in addition to the above mentioned 4 months^ 
supply, there were required for the full supply of the troops 163,058*5 
bushels of flour, ]4b*3995 bushels of biscuit, and 56,8 11'9 bushels of 
groats* 

in the expedition under General Skobeleffs command, the issue of bread- 
stuffs was fixed for the troops at Krasnovodsk in the proportion of | biscuit 
and i flour, and for those on the Atrak line i biscuit and 'i flour. At this rate 
there would be required for one year for Krasnovodsk, for 7,5 (iO men, 39,900 
bushels of flour, 94,050 bushels of biscuit, and 19,(i05 busliels of groats, and 
for Cliikishliar for 6,000 men, G4,9b0 bushels of flour, 37,050 bushels of 
biscuit, and 19,665 bushels of groats. 

In the end of September IbSO, as General Skobeleff was not perfectly 
certain that a lateral base could be formed in Persian territory, on the frontiers 
of the by Colonel Grodekoff, he thought it of the highest importance to 
have at Krasnovodsk, in addition to what had been already ordered, 32,000 
€wt. of flour, biscuit, and groats, of which not more than A was to be biscuit, 
and to ha^^e the whole brought over before the closing of navigation for 
sailing ships, as the steamers were occupied in the transport of railw^ay stores.^ 
It became therefore necessary to despatch an additional supply of 57,000 
bushels of flour, 8,550 bushels of groats, and 19,050 bushels of biscuit. 
There were actually despatched from Astrakhan 25,459*1 bushels of flour 
and 3,596*7 of groats, and from Petrovsk 31,065 bushels of flour and 
4,459 of groats. Biscuit was not sent over, as there had been already 
delivered on the east coast of the Caspian | of a yearns supply for the 
army of operations, which constituted an 8 months^ supjply for all the 
field troops. t 

^ Telegram from General Skobelef to tlie Chief of the StafiP of the Army of the Caucasus, 
Ko. 5742, dated 22nd September (4:th October) 1880. — Author. 

t Telegram from the Iiitendant of the Caucasus, Ho. 4162, dated a7th October (8th Novem- 
ber) Author m 
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In all there were despatched to Trans- Caspia up to the 1st (13tli) July 1881, 
including* the lirst 4 months^ supply^ 220,048*5 bushels of flour, 218,919*9 
of biscuits and cakes, and 76,014*4 of groats. 

Special payment was m«‘ide for the preparation of l)iseuit at Baku,* 
Krasnuvodskf and Petrovsk,J flour being supplied. In all 161,919*9 bushels 
of biscuit were prepared at a cost of 68,055 roubles . 

To ensure the supply of the troops up to the 1st (13th) July 1881, and to 
ensure the biscuit being prepared in the Cis-Ckispian stations in time for its 
despatch to Trans-Caspia, cakes were ordered to be delivered to the receive 
ing board at A.strakhan by contractors as follows : — at liostoff on the Don, 
from the merchant Posokhoff 17,100 bushels of wheat cakes and from the 
merchant Alafuzoff at Kazan and Petrovsk 39,900 bushels of rye-cakes, total 

10.000 cketverts (57,000 bushels) at 5| puds (198*55 lbs.) a chetvert (5*7 
bushels), at a price of 17 ronMes/di ChetveH, 170,000 roubles. The 
total expenditure in the preparation of the 218,919*9 bushels of biscuit and 
cakes was 238,055 

The flour required to make biscuit at Baku was taken from that furnished 
for delivery at the former Zardob store in 1880, to the amount of 28,500 
bushels, and, in addition, from the same Zardob store 5,700 bushels of g'roats 
were sent to Chikisliliar, and tlie contractor was paid 50 kopecks a chetrert 
for the delivery of these supplies (from Astrakhan) at Baku, in all 3,000 
roubles. Afterwards, part of the flour from Petrovsk was delivered at Baku 
by the ships of the '* Caucasus and Mercury Company/^ as also 17,100 
bushels from the Salian magazine. 

The flour and groats required for the troops in Trans-Caspia were sent 
to Krasnovodsb and Chikisliliar from the Petrovsk store, and partly from 
the stores collected for the troops awaiting embarkation to join the force. 
Of the supplies to be delivered to the Petrovsk de])6t in 1880, by the contractor 
Alafuzoff for despatch to Trans-Caspia, 111,452‘1 bushels of flour and 
29,246*7^ of groats were ordered to be delivered to the receiving board at 
Astrakhan instead, 50 a (5*7 bushels) being deducted from 

the contract prices, as this was saved by their not being taken to Petrovsk. 

The grain forage required for the Akhal-Tekke expedition in 1879-81 
was procured, like other supplies, in the Cis-Volga Governments. 

M hen the expedition of 1879 was formed, there were 57,000 bushels of 
grain at Petrovsk, and 165,000 rations of horse-biscuit, or the equivalent of 

45.000 bushels of barley at Tiiiis and AlexandropoL 

lor the first supply of the horses in 1879, 4 months^ supply of grain 
(228,000 bushels) was required. Of this amount, 57,000 bushels of barley 
weie ^b\ere{l from the store at Petrovsk, and 165,000 rations of horse-biscuit 
from liflis and Alexandropol, and 20,000 cketverts (121,000 bushels) were 
uinis cd bj' the contractor Karganoff at 5^ roubles a chetvert. Afterwards 
by order of General Lazareff, Karganoff supplied at Chikishliar, for re- 
quirements during September and October 1879, 21,031 cketverts of barley 

1 r * ronhles 40 kopecks a chetvert (for a total sum of 

10 5,629 roahles, of which half was paid in gold and silver money), 

Krasuovodsk siipp],y-dep6t in tlelrade" 7 JoK 
j ^ and by the Superintendent of the Baku supply «dep5t 3,000 

a chet'c'Tt ^ ’4 ih ^ ^ ^ ^ oiwtcSf and 4,000 chetv&Tts ^^2,800 bushels) at 3 TOubl$$ 50 

% ;aen, 2,000 oTieiverU (11,<).00 bnsMa) at 2 rouTiUs 20 

'i8 eJafoert* (83,259-9 bushels) at 1 rouiU 64 

P y iiTi, oak( r» bushels) at 4 foubles 50 tcopecks-^jiuthor. 
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For the supply of forage in November and December 1879. and to the 1st 
(13th) July 1880, there were ordered from the trade by Intendance Official 
Michel sou, 5B/250 chetveris of oats (2*20^625 bushels) at 5 roubles 3 hopecks 
(282,937 ronUes)^ to be transported to the east coast of the Casj>ian at Gov- 
ernment expense. 

Afterwards, to ensure the supply of fonge for the horses of the expedi- 
tion and the horses and cauiels of the transport from the 1st (13th) Julf,, and 
all other horses in Trans-Caspia, meluding those at Krasnovodsk and in 
Foil} Alexandrovsk from the 1st (loth) August 1 8 SO to the 1st (13th) January 
iB&l, chetveris of oats (433,200 bushels) were furnished by the contrac- 

tor Pitoyeif, to be delivered to the receiving board at Astrakhan, at 5 roithles 

This delivery was to be completed as follows: — By the 21st May (2iid 
June) 2!h500 by the 30th May (11th June) and 15th (27tli) June^ 

17,000 each ; and by the 1st (1 3th) July ch elver Is ; but in 

consequence of the rejection by the board of a considerable portion of the 
oats, their justification by the contractor, and latterly by delay in the delivery 
of the oats by the contractor, a postp'onement of the delivery of 204,687’ 
bushels took place, and. 1 1,3]4‘5 bushels were definitely rejected. 

The reason was that, in the agreement with Government, the contractor 
bouni himself to furnish oats without an interraixtur'^ of foreign bodies, while 
in those oats brought up for inspection on the 1 1 th (23rd) J uly, there was a 
mixture of other seeds, including corn-cockles. In consequence of this, the 
Control Official, Milutin, pointed out that such oats could not be received.^ In 
justiiication of his opinion be said that, although S,559 bushels of the oats had 
been cleaned by the orders of the president of the board, General Dumanski, in 
the presence of a member, Staff-Captain Karpovitch, according to the regula- 
tions for the guidance of the board, it was only to take over thoroughly good 
products from the contractors, and not attempt to improve bad ones. He also 
stated that these oats had already been rejected, according to a protocol of the 
board, t as containing more than 5 per cent, of corn-cockles; that although the 
latter was got rid of when the oats were cleaned, it was only to a very limited 
extent; and finally, that the oats were insufficiently dried and were not up to 
weight. Surgeon Rimsch agreed with Milutin''s opinion. The remaining 
members of the board, while not denying the existence of corn-cockles in the 
oats, resolved to take them over for Government, provided a certain percentage 
•were added to make good the loss of weight when the oats were cleaned by 
the troops. This additional percentage varied from 1 to 3 (Russian) pounds 
{'9 to 2-7lbs.) ckelvert (19S*551bs,). 

The Field Control protested against these decisions of the boards, and 
brought the following main points to notice : — (1) Troops on the march and in 
positions have no time to set to work to clean supplies, which ought to be 
delivered to them in first-rate condition, and they have nnt the implements 
required to separate the corn-cockles from the oats ; (2) It has not yet been exactly 
determined to what extent corn-cockles are hurtful to horses, hut in any case they 

^ How inferior were the oats supplied by the merchant Pitoyeff is seen from the fact that, of 
6,370,721 bushels of oats offered by him, 773,836 bushels were rejected, ''i’lie first batch of 20,600 
cJietmrts brought in May was fall of corn-cockles and dirty grains, and generally was not up to 
contract. As, however, the Intendaiice pointed out the necessity of the oats being received quickly, 
the htfard was forced ^o sort tlie oats and take over the bt^st portions. Thus, of 20,500 chetverts^ 
12,000 were unconditionally rejected and only 8,500 taken over, 3 pounds beingadded to each chetveri 
to make good the loss of weight which would result from the oats being cleaned.- — Author. 

t On the 11th (23rd) July 1,500 chetveris of oats were offered which were part of 3,600 already 
rejected by Protocol No. 150. — Author. 







produce giauiness in tiiem ; {•>) me receiving Doaru nxed r.nc mnunonai quan- 
tities of oats to be supplied to replace theeorn-eoeklcs atone pound a chetvr.rt^ wlrile 
the medical member of the board found in certain ca.scs :2 per cent, of corn-cockles 
which makes pounds. The presence of this percentage was fully confirmed 
by tlie principal medical officer at Astrakhan, who, while he could not give a 
categorical reply as to the ])ereentage of corn-cockles which would be hurtful 
to horses, pointed out that in oats delivered from the Upp(‘r \h)}ga there were 
sometimes 5 per cent, of corn-cockles. 

The inshtance upon their opinion of the Field Controller and of flio medi- 
cal officer caused the contractor to take measures to ensure further su|)]>]ies of 
oats being brought with a considerably smaller intermixture of corn-cockles and 
finally they became actually of good quality. 

Upon this question, the Commander of tlie Expedition wj*ote : I do not 

pay so much attention to the oats having an admixture of corn-cockles (with our 
Intendance regulations and officials, even in Turkistan we cannot get flour 
without a mixture of herbs) as to the extraordinary declaration of the board 
that the cleaning of the cats is to be d me by tlie troops. That is too much ; 
and I completely agree wiih the opinion of the Controller, who has shown in- 
comparably mure knowledge of the conditions of active service than the board 
which consists of officers who have already seen war (!!?) 

The oats delivered by Pitoyeff wmi'e taken over at Government expense to 
Krasnovodsk, except i5i},9{)0 bushels wliieh were sent to Petrovsk for tlie 
supply of the troops conceatrated there preparatory to embarkation for Trans- 
Caspia. 

For the supply of forage for the horses from the 1st (loth) January to the 
1st (l‘3th) July 18S], t2b,4iOO cketcerls of oats (I f^GSO bushels) were ordered 
from the merchant Alafuzoif, at 5 nmbhf^ 9S li' jpecksackelp^:^rl (I57,S7:^ roiAle^s)^ 
These oats were to be delivered at Astrakhan to the receiving board in two 
batches on the 1st (Idth) and loth (r37th) October. It was to be transported to 
the east coast of the Caspian at Government expense, 1**3, 6S0 bushels being 
landed at Fort Alexandrovsk and the rest at Chikishliar. 

Notwithstanding all the exertions of the Astrakhan receiving lioard, part of 
the oats (1 1,790'4. cwt.) could not be sent off by it before the closing of naviga- 
tion at Astrakhan in 18B0, 

On the remaining oats being inspected by an official of the Control and a 
surgeon, it was found that their packing did not correspond to the conditions 
of coiitract.^ i he mats ought to have weighed 51bs. (Russian), while in reality the 
oats were tied up in mats weighing ^ to pounds. Such cases were not 
isolated, and notwithstanding all protests, the articles of which there was sup- 
posed to be urgent need had frequently arrived in Trans-Caspia in insufficiently 
strong wra])pers. As, however, there was plenty of time to have them renacked 
bebu’e the opening of navigation in 1881, the Chief Controller requested that this 
m\ght be done at the expense of the members of the board which had passed 
the packing of these products. 

Besides the grain, there were prepared in AlafuzoFs biscuit manufaetorr 

request, 100, rations of horse-biscuit to 
be aehvered at Petrovsk by the 1st (18th) August 1880, at 50 kopee/cs a ration, 
in all ou,06 > roubles. These were transnorfced from PAtrrivftk 
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Consequently, during 18t0 and 1880 tbere were prepared 1,186,807*2 
biislieis of grain forage for a sum of roudleSj and 100,132 rations 

of horse-biscuit for 50,066 roubles^ making in all 1,126,579 roubles. 

For the supply of hay to the horses of the expedition for 1879, the con- 
tractor Karganoff agreed to transport to, arid deliver at, Chikishliar 30,000/;/^//.? 
(9,600 cwt.) at 50 hopechs aj?/^J, and 20,900 (6,100 ewt. at 70 bopech 
2 ,pmd^ in all 50,000 o£ hay (16,000 cwt.) for a sum of 29,000 rouhles. 

Hay was also prepared in Trans-Caspia itself under the orders of General 
Lazareff and Tergukasoff as follows 
(1) Bp General Lazareff' & orders — 


In Jnne^and July 

at' 

Cliikisliliar 40,000 

puds 

(12,800 cwt.) 

■at 

oGXx. a 

■pihd, 

In July 

3? 

Cliat 897 

3* 

(2S7-04 „ ) 

S3 

mh 

33 . 

111 August 

S? 

Gudri 7,429 


(2, . 537-28 „ ) 

13 

45L 

3» 

In June 


Taraakan 702 

33 

(217-64 ,. ) 

33 

80^7.,;. 

33' 

In July 

JJ 

„ 4,360 

13 

(1,395-2 „ ) 

S3 

Ir. 50 

k. 


(2) By General Terguhdsoff^ s orders-^ 

In September at Chikisliliar 62,425 puds (22,216 cwt. ) at 45i*. a pud. 

In October „ Chat 20,000 „ (6,400 „ ) „ Ir. 20/r. „ 

In „ „ Dnz-Olnm 20,000 „ (6,400 „ ) „ Ir, SOh. „ 

In 1880, under the orders of the Caucasus Intendance, 8,320 cwt. of com- 
pressed hay were obtained at Petrovsk for the sum of i6,40() ronhles, and this 
amount was taken to Fort Alexandrovsk and to Krasnovodsk to supply the 
horses and camels which were being purchased in iMangishlak, and in addi- 
tion, the superintendent of the magazine at Krasnovodsk caused 4,8U0 cwt. 
to be prepai^ed by the local inhabitants at a cost of 11,250 roubles. 

For the foi'age for the horses of the troops to be concentrated at Petrovsk 
previous to embarkation for Trans-Caspia, the contractor Karganoff agreed to 
furnish . at Petrovsk 52,000 putU (16,010 cwt.) of compressed hay at 

80 kopechs a pud, and the same contractor undert«)ok to deliver 140,000 ]m<h 
(44,800 cwt.) of compressed hay near Lankoran at 70 kopecks a, pud for the 
horses of the troops in Trans-Caspia, 20,000 p iuh to be deli veiled on the 
15th (27tb) June and 1st (18th) July, and 25,060 on the 15th (27th) July, 1st 
(18th) and 15th (27tb) August, and 1st (18th) September. 

In consequence of frequent rain in the Lankoran district (during which 
hay jould not be compressed) and also by reason of t^e board having* re- 
jected some damp hay, from June to December l88i), Karganoff only delivered 
o3,337'6 cwt. and failed to supply the remaiinng 11,462*4 cwt. 

Hay was first brought up uncompressed for inspection, and was afterwards 
compressed in the open air and conseqtieutly became exposed ^to the action of 
rain. The shed in which the hay furnished by Karganoff \vas stored had no 
roof ; there was too a great want of transport, and what there was was taken up 
in carrying stores for the railway under construction in Trans-Caspia. The 
receiving board .did not make proper arrangements for tarpaulins, and the 
compressing machinery worked very badly ; so the result was that, on account 
of the rain which fell almost uninterruptedly at Lankoran from the lOtli (31st) 
August, the hay was constantly kept damp, and consequently most of it 
went bad. 

This state of matters called forth frequent complaints and protests from 
the Field Control, the President of the Lankoran ileceiving Committee, and 
General Petrusevitch, who pointed out both to General Skobeleff and. the 
Intendant of the Caucasus that the hay delivered at Krasnovodsk from 
Lankoran was damp and badly pressed. 

s 


Tlie delay in delivery oHiay on the east coast of the Caspian was so 
«*reat thot out of ltf,5?() cwt, received, only cwt. had been sent off 

Ij the 1st (I8tli) Aiu4aist. This slownesj threat etunl (o leave the troops at 
Kriwnovodsk entirely without hay, of wliieh a delicioin^y Iiad been almidy 
!\ It, and the Intendance of the i%ee had to try to obtain it locally without wait- 
5 ii< 4' the fci sie appointed by law for the deiivoiy of o'-jods after tlioy Imve 
been called for. By the ist (!;3th) October LSttil, the boards had receives! 
hO, 534*4 cwt. of hay; but of this qiiautity only (^wt. had been 

dcjqifdelied to the eas'D coast, and at the end ol: Auo'iist 13eo35-7S ewt. were 
stiU awaiting shipment from want of ships. In eonseqiieiire of the heawy 
rains, 8,970*S8 cwt. of hay, whieli /had been taken over from the contractors 
but which had not yet been sentoif," was nincli wotted, and idio trusses had 
to be dried, shaken out,^ and then pressed again, lienee arose fresh dedav in 
ot ■ the hay, new expenses ’tor ci second pressinea oaul 
iiiiioli loss of hay, in eonsequence'of its being dried and shaken. To avoid in 
tv>me measure the great loss to Government, the Caiei: Controller deinanded 
tnrpaalins for the Laiikoran board.; but these avrivod only in Oetid>er. Up 
1:11 then the hay had been covered with mats and grass, wdiicli in no way 
saved it froiii destriietioii. ''‘■ 
-Meanwhile the transport available at Lfinkoran luid not only not been in» 
creased during October, but on the contra ly the ships which had been ta.ki-o> 
away the hay were sent to Astraklian to lirlng milumv stores. This cirema- 
stance compelled the Chief Controller to rcqiiost Gmieral Sk=Aele:l: to take 
measures to insure the transport (vf the hay, of whieli on the 1st (loth)" 
».^^s.)veiaber there still remained lo,(»3'>)’.*h) cwt, a, won’ ling tra,ns[)ort. Kvam 
niter the La nkf>ran board had l.)ecn dissolved, hay continued to nrri\u* 
which soon became eom|)lete]y unfit for use, so* the (hriof Controller 
nroposed to stop its further delivery so as to avoid fnrtlim* loss to Cfov- 
ernraent inpayments for tmoisport and unloading. In all, 2>2d3dlT2 ewi 
of Lankoran bay was delivered on the east coast of the Caspian fat 
Jirasnovodsk). ^ 

Idle total amount of hay prepared under the orders of the Intendant 
of the Caucasus circle and of General Lazareff and Tergukasoff in 1879 
and 1880 for Trans-Caspia was 181,357-76 ewt at a cost of 299.307 
romles.f ^ ' 

The experience of the transport of hay in 1879 from Cliikishliar to the 
advanced points had shown that the loss of it is very great ; that it is im- 
possible to prevent camels eating it on the way ; and finally, that its transport 
in this manner is very costly, as a camel hired to carry 10 puds (301 lbs ) 
can only carry 5-puck of hay in consequence of its great bulk, and there- 
transport of hay costs twice as much as that of other supplies 
Oi less bulk weight for weight. Tbits, e.ff., in November 1879, 9,^00 puds 

0 from Cbikishliar to Dnz-Olnm on 

^,UbU earned a pud therefore costing 1 rouMe 80 /iopeeh before it was 
ueiivered at JL)az-01um. 

In getting hay ready therefore for the troops of the Atrak line in 1880 
i. was necessary to avoid such errors ; in other words, to obtain it locally. It was 
also necessary to do so in order to leave tra nsport available for other and more 
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nec^^ssarj articles, and this system Imd already heeu begun when G-eneral 
Miinivieff cooimandeJ the troops on 'tlie Atrak line. 

On the SOtii December 1S79 (11th January ISSO) the lateiidant of the 
orce had eoneliided a contract with Niaz-Muhammad, an iiihabi cant of Khiva 
and Kliiibofc, an Ariiieiiianyaceording tO: which they ware boiiTid to furaish 
Iniy ft)!* the garrisons of (’iiikishliai% Chat/and Diiz-Ciiirn, to deliver it d.ireet to 
the troops at the lurni'n' place, 'but to tlie supply-depocs at Chat and Duz- 
Olum, in the fullowiiig quantities and on the foliowing dates : — for Cliikis!',- 
liar 5 p 00 cut. (IHdbjO pmh)^ Chat.2JM- cwt. (9,200 and Dns-Oliim 

252 s cwt, (7,140 prdAi total 10,988*8 ewd. (34,3-i'G povA)* G'f these 
quantities, cwt, were to be delivered at Chikishliar by the 1st fUtth) Feb- 

]*nary, the rest by the Ist (lOtli) March 1<S80, and half the quantities to be 
handed over at Chat and Duz-Olum on the 1st (13tli) March, tlio rest on the 
1st (13th) April. The price vras fixed at 39 kopecks a pud at CTikislilidr, i 
fovijle 15 /-e/jrcvbv at Chat, including delivery and stacking, and 1 roidk 
60 kopecd'H at Diiz-Oliim on the same conditions as at Chat5'*' 

Oil tlie iiis|.? 0 CLicii of 192 cwt. . of Khubofi'^s hay in the end of February 
1880 by a military board at Cliikisliliar, it appeared that it was of a late growth 
and miirh burnt up, and that it crumbled into dust with the least riibbirig, 
Conseijueotlj there ivas no nourishment in it, and its weight had been almost 
doubled by the rain. When informed of this, Khiibofiat once adopted measures 
to make new hay 011 the Atrak, and' part, of this (G-J-0 cwt.) he delivered at 
Chikishlidr. This hay, however, was. also- of kite growth, and consequently 
possessed little nourish ment ; so Khuboff requested the Intendaiit of the force 
h* inform him where hay eoukl- 'be obtained which would perfectly answer 
all requirements. This the Intendant ' was unable to do; so he requested the 
Temp..u‘aiT Curnmanderof the T.ro.ops.to- as.semble a new board to again inspect 
the liay furnislied by KhiiboS, and, 'in' eas'e of its not being found siiffieiently 
nourishing, to order the replacement .of 5 (Eussfan) pounds (4*5 lbs.) of hay 
by 1 garuei (3*35) of oats, so that each troop horse should receive S“1 lbs. 
hay and 13*4 lbs. oats, and this wms decided upon for the period from the 
15th (27tii) March to the loth (27th) ApriLf 

In consequence of this decision of the Intendant of the force, and as lie 
himself was much interested in the further storage of hay, (leneral 
Miirevieff enquired of commanding officers on the 4tli (16t.h) hiarc-h 18 SO 
whether, and on what conditions, they would take upon themselves the supply 
of hay for the troops under their command. The commanding officers of the 
Taman Cossacks and of the 2iid half of the 4th Battery, 20tii Brigade, con- 
sented to prepare hay for their own horses at 47 kopecks a pml^ and the 
superintendent of the Chikishliar supply-depot undertook to furnish lir.y 
for the garrison of Chikishliar for the month of April at 45 kopecks 
a pud,% 

At the same time General Miiravieffi received instructions from TiSis to the 
effect that, as the expedition against AkhaUTekke was likely to be eontiniied 
in 1880, he was to concentrate at the advanced points, anil mainly at Duz- 
Olum, as large a quantity of provisions and forage as possible, and supply his 
troops as far as practicable with the store in the country and that about to 
arrive there. The Chief of the Staff of the Army of the Caueasas also added 

^ Biary of Section III of tlie Staff of ■ tiie Ti’ans-Caspian Field Force» 1880, iN'o. 2, Partly 
p. 219. — Aufhor. 

t Diary of Seetioti III of tlie Staff of tlie' Force, 18S0, Ko. 2> Paid I, Page 77.— 
Aitfhor, 

J Ihld.j pages 79 and following.— 
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that, as in the district between Chikishliar and Duz-Olnm, and especially 
on the left bank of the Atrak and on its tributaries, there were vast 
tracts whereon hay conld be cut, he should proceed to have it mown, usino- hig 
troops in ease of necessity.* 

After receipt of these instructions, on the lOth (22nd) March General Alura- 
vieff received a report from the commandant ofthetroops at Chat, statino- thatfor 
the last 3 days (from the 6th (18th) March) they had not had ablade of'hav 
and that the contractor would give them nothing but promises. The General 
therefore authorised this officer to obtain hay by direct i)urehase out of the 
regimental treasure chest, the amount expended* being recoverable from the 
contractor, and in the event of it being impossible ter obtain hay, to replace 
the latterly oats, according to regulation, also at the expense of the con- 
traetor.t To complete the reserves of hay at Chat and Chikishliar, the 
Intendant of the force had, on the 18th (30th) and 22nd hlarch (3rd April) 
concluded contracts with Alexander Melikoff, a citizen of Tiflis, and GukLoff 
an inhabitant of Shusha. The former bound himself to furnish 1,600 ewt! 
(5,000 p//rk) of hay to the Chat supply magazine, 800 cwt. being delivered 
on the loth (27th) April and the same amount by the 1st (iSth) May for 
1 ronife 40 /^opech a pier^, delivered and stacked, ith of the total beino- 
paid in gold or bank silver, while the latter undertook on the same conditions 
4 .? 3,200 ewt. (1 0,000 pads) at the Chikishliar supply-depot, half on 

(6th April) and half on the 10th (22nd) April, ‘for 43 jiopeeh a 

instructions of the Caucasus authorities as 
to the troops being supplied with hay for the projected expedition under 
arrangements made by the Intendant of the fereo, on the 20th March (1st 
Aprilj contracts were set up to auction at Chikishliar for the supply of hav 
at the points occupied by ns, to the amount of 48,2-10 ewt. for a, 6 months’ 
mS’ ( 7th IpriT)^*^*’® bidders, fresh contracts were asked for on the 26th 

+‘i'’ Karaja-Batir, Yagli-Olnm, 

Cbiti-n there were no applicants ; hut the supply of hay at 

St nthT\l^’ to be delivered each on the 

1st (13th) May and Is (]3th) June, and the rest on the 1st (13th) July 

was undertaken by Mehkolf, a citizen of Shusha, on the 9th (21st) April fm’ 
4y a pud, sth to he paid in coin. At the end of the month, Meli- 
koff again undertook to furnish at Chikishliar during June and July 5 977-76 

to tMs, in eonsequcLe’of .L: 
jep.esentations of the commander of the Taman Cossacks, he was also intrust- 
ed with the supply of the hay (12,000 = 3,840 cwt.) required for that 

A-nrO^'if of Iiay at Karaja-Batir and Yagli-Olum on the 5th (17th) 

“>? »* the force coMMca 

^eontraet witli Hakim^Bai*Ba,baeff, an inhabitant of Khiva, bv which the 

fst Tl 3tli(^ 1 at each of these points, in equal portions, on the 

Yagh-Olum for 90 kopsoh a pud, ^\-th being 


, 9l~A«lhor. 
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paid in gold or bank silver.'^^ As regards Chat and Diiz-Olum^ the Atabai and’ 
Jafarbai Turkuraans olfered to iurnish at each lO^OOO purlsot hay (.3^200 
cwt.) at 1 15 at the fornier, 1 rouble 61 liopjeeJm at the 

latter, t 

After tins first experiment of hay bfdng furnished by the local tribes^ 
a sec<>nd was marie, and on the SOth April (12th May) Genei'al Muravieff in- 
structed the eommuDder of the troops at Chat, Colonel Prince Eristoif, to 
iT^eeive froiii the Goklan Nur-Geldi-Khan 25,000 of hay (b,00U cwt.) 

at 1 rouble vl pnd.X 

The first experiment of taking oyer hay from the natiYes w'as not al- 
together a v^uecess, as that furnished by the Jafarbai disagreed with the horses, 
for it was covered with mud, and was moreover rotten and damp. General 
iMiiravieff accordingly gave orders that such bad hay was not to ])e taken over,§ 
but so as not lo deter the inhabitants from bringing hay, he afterwards gave 
instructions that it was to be received on as easy conditions as possible, and 
that, when it was damp, it was to ])e dried after purchase, [j 

On the arrival of General Skobeleff in Trans-Caspia, he paid special 
attention to the measures adopted to encourage the furnishing of Exy by the 
local inhabiiants. On the advance of the force in the end of May from Duz- 
Oiiim to Khwaja-Kula, some young reeds were found which ^ver'^ used instead 
of hay. Grreeii fi)dder was so abundant at the latter point that oi'ders 
were given to issue only 10*05 llxs. of grain to each horse, while from 
the 2nd (llth) June to the 1st (ISth) July the issue of grain to Gov- 
ernment camels ^vas entirely stopped.^ After the reconnaissances 
of the routes leading into the immediately after the occupation of 

Khwaja-Kala, it became evident that by occupying a point at the entrance 
to the oams we should be able to make use of the crops of the Tekkes at 
Bami, Burma, Zau, Kizil-Chaslima, and Kizil-Arvat. As a matter of fact, 
on the oceiipatiou oi Bami and Burma in the first days of Jane, the force 
took with it from Khwaja-Kula no grain, but only scythes and sickles. In 
all there were collected in the Tekke fields at Bami, Burma, Zau, and Kizil- 
Chashma 1,526'OS cwt. of wheat and .'3,2 dS* 8 ewfc. of mmau, \vhich were used 
for forage. xAt first 6*7 lbs. of wheat and S4*'2 lbs. of straw were issued 
per horse, but afterwards this large ration of wheat was found to be hurtful, 
and it was therefoi*e diminished to 3*;35 lbs. per diem. The wheat and 
lasted the horses of the ft>ree for a month, i.e.^ till the 15th (27th) 
July, and then oats were again is.sued, 10*05 lbs. per for cavalry and 
artillery, and 8*d lbs. for train and pack horses, but in place of bay the 
troops had to collect steppe grass and wormwood. As the transport of 
oats to Bami was very diliicult, the force of cavalry at this point was 
reduced to 1 mtiiia, while the artillery and transport horses, being 
constantly occupied in the .transioort of guns and supplies up the Atr^k 
line, were almost always away from Bami, and therefore constituted no 
burden. 

^ Diaiy of Section III of tlie Staff of the Force, No. 2, Part 1, pages A 66, 107, and 176. This 
hay was actually collected by the commander of the regiment. — Author. 

t Ibid,, pages 170, 171, 172, and Author. 

Ihid,^ pages 192 snid 199. — Author. 

§ Ibid., pages 207, 213 und 215. — Author. 

|j Diary of the Section III of the Staff of the Force, 1880, Pages 240 and following. — Author. 

General Orders, Trans-Caspian Field Force, Nos. 7l and 74, dated 2nd (14th) June, and 123 
of 1st (13tb) July. —Author. 

** Gcner.d Orders Trans-Caspian Field Force, Nos. 103, X27> and 152, dated loth (2Bth) 
June and 2nd (Idtli) and 15fch (27th) July. — Author. 


T ^0*' occupation of Bami/ General SIcobeleff order, vl H 

Intendant of the fw-ce to lay before bim Ins ideas as to the storar..e of foi-n.^ 
by hired labour at Band-Hassan, where large nun! I)ers of reeds >n-ow on ih' 
maishj banks of the river bed, the natives being invited to na'i-i* f 
the General remarked that theexample of Nur-Geid'i-Khan who Ii.,,'] 1 r 

llii muter * ’ “ spsoiol bni„g i,;,-;, 


this iate™'" « 00 ““e“decl special atlontion bring p;;;! 

Nur-Geldi-Khan, who had been summoned to Barai from Du? 01 -,,, 

Khwdja-Kala, and 1 

at larsakan clannjr Jnlv an/l Anonof -r- t ’ . ' 


to“rj?ir,fdu f ““ ‘‘“"‘“i «■■<» i"-- 


mitted to he young r^els.f ^ quantity UGO cwt. were per- 

^^I’-Geldi-Lhan appeared to the Commander of the Expedition a fm -, 

ZZe^ -SrSnwirlr’t 

£t.tr 'irijr r-”- 

yoiinaecl. lie and Jus men Vv^ere workiiK> lienrlilr Km- fb 

lakkes were annoying them, and had burned 6l.0cwt oM ^ V- ' 

and carried oil' two of them with 7 hnran^ 1 * i '^uirknien 

r*’., ™ v,vvi./ UX tut ill WIl-il / llOrSeS- hnVmTU^ iT 1 



;;rsh;;:i:foh 

would by this he 

would become a distinguished se'-vuit of Tlip°V simple contractor, and 

Bis conduct would he oil toX^Jom^ 

Sovereign. Nur-Geldi-K'U.ln t,,..-. .. “'mwi in-utiiet, the brother or the 

(19th) Jnly, the Intendant of the foJS^^ ‘ 

quality, it required drying Maior Yeuif-tnoff ’ S'Otisiactory 

b. teUte,rf„„ o. ,4 Kiriw 'dhiveS * “f 

to the contract. Nur-Goldi-Khnn alfhA^i aceordin^^ 

Bay, made too grert cWndrUl^Jifo 

for his workmen.^ But after some time ^“ongst other things, an escort 
among his men, requested to be relievk from 

oH™iiSir„ TiL‘;ire 

^ Gcneriil Orrlpv ~~~ ^ 


....... ,. H'yjJUVfbi 
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lary of the Staff of the F<m6, 18M Ifo 2 P«^ r 
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:i\^ree(l upon. Tlii« eirrnrastance compelled tlie Inteiidaiit of the force 
to request tlie CooiQiontirr of the Expedition to put a stop to the issue 
Of Iiaj at Ivhwaja-Kahi till all the fresh reeds, which were quite fit for 
tVfraq'e, had beeu used up. General Skobeleff, while (UTleriiig*""' that the hay 
supplied by Niir-Gekli-Khan was not to be issued for the horses of the 
uejuisoii or of detacliments passing* through, insisted on a supply being 
delivered at Khwaja-Kala and in advance of this point. Ho made it one of the 
rhities of the volunteer detachments to protect the AVorkiiieD of Niir-Geldi- 
Ivlian, and ordered proposals to be made to him to fiiniisli 2^,800 ewt. of hay 
at Bumi, and 6,1*00 cwt. at Band-Hassan by the Ist (lOth). November 1880. 
At the same time to arouse the energy of Nur-Geldi-Kiian, he was decorated 
v/itli the Military Order of the 4th Class and awarded a hhalat of honour of 
■„ the f 'ist,. class. . ' ■ ■ 

Nur-Geldi-Khan consented to furnish hay at Band-Hassan and Bami, but 
upon condition that 15 days should be given him to hire workmen, after 
which ahme could he declare what prices he would require and conclude a 
C(3ntraet. In the end of July be proceeded to cut grass iu the environs 
oi Band-Hassan; but when it was explained to him tlait meadows must be k4't 
oL" siicli a size as to sufiiee for the garrison and the camel infirmary as well 
as tro.^ps passing through, he went away. 

Xijbociy undertook to furnish hay at Band, and tlierefore oflkrs wume 
irivitf-d for for its delivery at Band-Hassan and Kizil-Arvat, General Skobelef! 
li ving dovv-u 1)0 kopecks a pnd as an outsitle ])ncc. xVt last a contractor for 
Band-Hassan a|U;eared in the person of iHiihammad Jahir, an inhabitant 
of Bujnui'd. Aldiongh he demanded 1 ronhJe 1 kojyckssL pud^ be agreed to 
the condition that, if any one offered lo supply liay there at a cheaper rate, he 
himsflf wniild Cfune down to that rate, in the middle of August, when he 
was about to set to work, the sutler Sheivineteff declared that he would take 
up'-Ui himself to furnish pmh (6, *1^00 ewt.) of hay at Band-Hassan at 110 

ir^p^x'Ls a jm<i j and then Mulmmmad Jafar warn irdbi’ined that he would only 
be paid at the ssHne rate.f He in consefj nonce reiused to furnish any more 
liay, hut au'reed to sell the 8,0()0 jfuds (2,560 csvt.) already collected by him 
iit Band-Hassan for 60 kopecks a pfi(L% After this Sheremeteff, who had 
been cult iiig grass secretly in places reserved, for the troops, also refused to 
furnish any mme after the first 256 cwt. 

As there were no further offers for the supply of hay at Band-Hassan, 
the cornninnder of the advanced line. Colonel Verjbitski, after strengthfiiing* 
the garris^m of Ikiud- Hassan by the i4t.li company of the x-lpsheroii Regi- 
ment, resolved to make the soldiers of that garrison cut grass, giving them 
w< rking pay at so much per pud. \ The grass was cut at 10 miles from Band- 
Hassan, in the direction of Niikliur. The Imy at this point was of much 
better quality than that near Band-Hassan, and the garrisons of Barni and Band- 
Hassan prepared enough hay for themselves to satisfy current recpiiraments.H 
In the begnining of October, companies were employed in hay-making, 
16§ iTules from Band-Hassan. At this time the reeds had already begun to be 
of very bad quaili ty and the grass had got dried iip.^ 

{.'etieral Order Xo. 161, dated 18th (30th) July. — Author, 
t Diary of Seelioii III cf the Staff, No. 26, page 90. — Author, 

X a*eport from Verjbitski to the Commander of the Expedition, No. 176, dated 11th (23rd) 
£i-proinber. — Arthur. 

§ fhid. — Author , 

Is It, ..‘port from Verjbitski, No. 393, dated 28th September (10th October), — Author, 

Report from Yeijbittiki, No. 580, dated 9th (21st) October. — Author, 




Desiring greatly tliat everything required for the advance should be got 
ready as quickly as possible, and wishing to secure as well as possible "the 
provision of the necessary supplies and forage for the adva.uced force, General 
Skobeleft' on the :i8th September (lOth October) tc!t\gr[}])lu‘d to Vcrjbitski 
to take measures to prepare supplies of hay at Kh\vaja.~lvala,. Band-Har-saii, and 
Kizil-Arvat without regard to price, as long as the interests of Government 
were properly looked after. He at the same time stoppr-d the issue of hay from 
Diiz-Olum up to Bami, ordering the horses to be foraged From lo(^al resources, 
i.e., common and steppe grass. The hay (2,500 cvvt.) iiirnisficd by Muham- 
macl-Jafar was to be considered as a reserve, and was only to he issued 
upon his personal orders. The same course was to he adopted with the stores 
of hay at Khwaja-Kala and Tarsakan. Muhainmnd-Jafar was to be invited 
to furnish more hay at 1 rouble 10 kopecks and in ease of necessity he 

was to be ft)reed to do so, but without causing dissatisfaction at Bujniird, with 
which town it was necessary to keep on good terms on account of Grodekoff^s 
" ■'mission.* ■■ . . 

The positive dearth of green forage in the environs of Bami and the other 
points of the advanced line at which General Skobelelf had ordered tiie horses 
to be supplied from local resources, and the orders given by the Commander of 
the Expedition to the effect that, hy the date of the advance against Gok-Tapa, 
there was to be available a reserve of 12,800 cwt. of o.<bs at Bami, and 1,920 
■cwt. at Khvvaja-Kala, forced Verjbitski to take the following measures : — 

(1) On the ilth (2i^rd) September, when the oats were delivered at Bami, 
be ordered them to be issued in the prescuihed Cjuantities; but instead of hay, 
horse-biscuit was to be issued, one pound (9 lbs. Biiglish) being considered as 
the equivalent of 5 pounds (4*5 lbs. Unglish) of hny.f On the 1st (13th) 
October, however, the issue of horse-biscuit was stopped. J 

(2) On the 9th (21st) October the issue of forage to all Government 
ctoels at all the advanced points except Diiz-Oliim was stopped.^ 

(3) From the 10th (22nd) October the issue of oats at .Bami, IbuKl-Hassan, 
Khwaja-Kala, Tarsakan, and Kizil-Arvat to cavalry, artillery, a,nd regimental 
transport horses was stopped, II and the oats brought up 'to Bami and the 
other advanced points were ordered to be consic]e''vd as a reserve. All horses 
which were not indispensable were ordered to be sent to Duz-Olum on the 
14th (2(:)th) October, and there the usual issue of oats to them was allowed. 
At Bami there were only allowed to remain one horse each for Colonel 
Verjbitski, Colonel Haidaroff, Prince Hahaloff, Commanding the -ftb Battalion 
Apsheron Regiment, Captains Melnitski and Nedomanski of the General Staff, 
Colonel Rutkovski and Captain Yablochkoff of the Engineers, and .Lieu- 
tenant Maksimoviteh, commanding the heliographie detaelnnent, a rat ion of 6*7 
pound of oats per diem being allowed to each animal. In his oi'der, Verj- 
bitski said that, as these arrangements were forced upon him. bv the necessity 
of increasing the supply of forage at the advanced points, he requested that 
they would be carried out to the letter for the good of the service, station 
commandants being made responsible for the slightest infraction of liis orders. 
To the Government transport horses and those of the Red Cross Society only 
wm an iseue of 3*35 lbs. of oats and 9 lbs. of hay allowed. % 



iBstrncfcions to YerjbitsM,- lSroa446, dated 28th September (10th Ocfc()b. r).-- 

Amantfed Fores Ord*f, N». 29, 

Advanced Force Order, No. 61, dated Srd (15fch) October.— .,4 or. 

Advanced Force Order, No, 68, dated 7tb (19tb) October.— 

Advj^wjsd'Ftwoe Order; dated 9ffi (aist> October.— ^«i!Aor. 

Advanced Force Oidei?* So, ^j^dWad 12tl» (24th) October.— 
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know/^ wrote General Skobeleff to Verjbitski, ^Svbat difficulty there 
is in the matter of £orage_, but the thing must be clone. The end of our 
painful waiting will soon come. Feed the cavalry and artillery horses with 
whatever God provides. It is better to send all the horses back Duz- 
Olum without losing* a moment than to expend I ffarnets of oats at Bami.'’'’ 

At Bami there also remained the 3rd sotnia of Taman Cossacks^ number- 
ing* 60 eifective horses. In the event of guns being required to be moved out 
from Bamij they were to be drawn by the Cossack horses or by camels.'-^ 

As he was constantly receiving instructions from (Teneral Skobeleff^ 
urging him to procure hay by whatever means he could, \ er 3 bitski applied to 
the Nukhurites in the middle of October, asking whether they could not 
furnisli some hay. They expressed their readiness to^ do so, but requested a 
few troops to be" sent to "them. On VerjbitskBs enquiring whether he might 
send a company of infantry and a mountain gun to Nukhur, General Skobeiefi: 
replied that, in the beginning of November, Durun would be occupied, and that 
then hay would be made at Nukhur, but that now he considered it dangerous 
to send troops there, as the slightest check might produce an unfavourable 
impression. 

In the end of October Nur-Gel di-Khan completed the delivery of hay at 
Khwaja-Kala and Tarsakan. On inspecting it, it appeared that instead of 
the stipulated 9,600 cwt, of young reeds he had delivered yxr^hs of the whole in 
reeds and only -j^-th in hay, and that both the I'eeds and hay were damp 
and some parts of them mouldy. As the matter was urgent, Verjbitski 
ordered the hay to be taken over, but Chief Controller Cherevanski pointed 
out that it should not be paid for at contract price, but at a price according 
to its quality, which should be fixed by a board consisting of members from 
the troops, the Intendance, and the Field Control, in presence of the con- 
tractor or his representative. At that time, as Nur-Geldi-Khan could still 
be useful to us, General Skobeleff gave no orders on the subject mentioned by 
Cherevanski, and said that his doing so would depend entirely on the progress 
of military operations and on whether Nur-Geldi-Khan continued to deliver 
hay at Duz-Oliun where there was so little of it, that only 3*6 Us. a day were 
issued to the horses, besides *9 lb. of horse biscuit, and 13*4 lbs. of oats, ex- 
cept in the ease of those of the wheeled transport, which received B* i lbs, 
of hay. 

Notwithstanding all exertions and the extreme measures taken at the 
advanced points, by the 19th November (1st December), by the date of 
the advance of the cavalry into the oasu^ there had only been collected : — At 
Band-Hassan 3,436 cwfc. of hay {supplied by 'Muhammad Jafar, Sheremeteff, 
the troops, both on payment and without pay, and by hired Kurd mowers) at 
a cost of 11,070 rotihleH. ; at Khwaja-Kala, 1,855*5B cwt. for 16,800 rouhle^ ; 
and at Tarsakan 3,840 cwt. for 8,118 

At the other points of the Atrak line the hay question stood as fol- 
lows : — 

The contractor Gukasoff had agreed to deliver 50,000 (16,000 cwt.) 

by the 1st (loth) December at Chikishliar at 41 kopecks % 'imd. Lieutenant 
Trirogoff of the Intendance had agreed to purchase and deliver 7,000 ftuh 
(2,240 cwt.) at Karaja-Batir, 17,000 (4,540 cwt.) at Yagli-Olum, and 

8,000 (2,560 cwt.) at Chat, at the rate of 50 kopeeh^ a pud at Karaja- 

Batir, 70 kopecks at Yagli-Olum, and 1 rouble 10 kopecks at Chat. 

* Instructions from General Skobeleff to Captain Kedomanski, No. 6186, dated Krasnovodsk, 
3rd (15tb) October 1880. — Author, 





orders to Iiave 0;G00 ewt. of oats from the Persian snppi y-dopots, concentrated 
oil the frontiers of the Tekke oam as near as possible to G-ok-Tapa. This 
order was partly carried out by the formation of a aepot at Garm-Ab, but 
its supplies conid only be taken advantage of after the capture of Garm-Ab. 
TliiiSj daring the whole siege of this fortress, our cavalry lived on the country 
which at the first superficial glance seemed to aiford nothing j and General 
Skobelefi:''s cn>iivietion tliat the cavalry could forage for itself in the oasis was 
fully justified. The cavalry thus freed him from the care of concentrating 
supplies at Sainurskoye and saved Government much expense on account of 
forage; and the wdiole expedition was conducted more quickly, for the transport 
of forage required tw'ice as much time and transport powder as that of 
provisions for the men. The whole secret was that the Commander of the 
Expedition did not allow commanding officers, who are too much inclined to 
]>lace the interests of their own command before those of the service, to raise 
their voices. Notwuthstaiiding the non-issiie of forage, the cavalry did all 
that was required of it and only from the 5th Sotnia of the Taman Cossacks, 
stationed at Samurskoye, where on account of its long oceiipntion and the 
consumption of the grain found hidden in pits of the steppe grass for 
a considerable distance round, reports were received that the horses were 
beg’inning to fa,il from want of forage. The 5th sofaiici was therefore moved 
forw^ard into camp before Gok-Tapa, whence it could forage on the Askbabad 
road. 

How mneli the Government was saved by the supply of their horses being 
left to the commanding officers of the cavalry, may be seen from the follow- 
ing table of the quantity of‘ non-roeeived dry-forage and grain, due to the 
Taman Cossac'k regiment, from the 10th (2^iid) June ISbU to the 1st (Eith) 
April IbSl* : — 


Knmher of the 
JSolnia^ 

Hay, ewt. 

Oats, bushels. 

Foi* what period. 

1st 

2176-32 

3481-275 

From June 1880 to 1st (13th) April 1881. 

2nd 

1817-58 

1229-775 

From June 1880 to Isb (13th) April 1881. 

3rd 

1264-72 

920-5S 

From September 1880 to 1st (13th) January 1881. 

4th 

736-8 

356'2S 

From August 1880 to 1st (ISth) January 1881. 

5th 

892-8$ 

864-975 

! From 1st (13th) September 1880 to 1st (13th) 

! April 1881. 

6th 

646 

35-625 

, Up to 1st (13th) January 1881. 

Total 

1 

f 

7534*3 

6888-45 



On the capture of Gok-Tapa, large supplies of foragew’^ere found in it. Then 
also the barley bega n to arrive from the Persian supply-depots, and the young* 

* Diary of the Administrative Section of the* Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 1880, 
Jso. 43, page %4^,-^Author. 


grass appeared^ wliieli eoiisiclf'rablj improved tlip liorses ; and i^anh’jn and lucerne 
were brought in from Persia for sale, (general 8kobeleil, wisliing to make 
the grain brought from the Persian su|)|>ly-depols into a n^serve, asked the 
eoiiimanding oilieers of eavalry and artilleiy in the middle of February whe- 
ther they w’ould not arrange for the supply of forage for their horses them- 
selves. Four of them expressed their wibingness to do so, and four rofiised. 
Ot* the latter the commander of the Battery 2t>th Brigade at Ask ha bad 
declined the responsibility^ because forage was only brought into Ask habad, 
in very small quantities for sale, its purchase in Persia was very ditiiculty 
and, lastly, because his battery w’as soon to be moved to the west e^ia si of 
the Caspian. The cajimmander of the Poltava Cossacks refused, because his 
regiment was much scattered and far from the inliabited provinces of .Persia, 
and there was not a suihcient quantity of forage in the a been use 

no contractors were to be found to bring it. The commander of the 5th 
Oveuhurg Cossacks would not take upon himself the supply of forage his 
horses, as the current prices of forag^e were not fixed, his regiment had no 
transport, and, lastly, because forage money was issued in credit notes, while in 
Persia, tvliere only forage could be obtained, these notes were imwilliiiglv 
taken. Lastly, the commander of the Taman Cossacks pointed out that at 
.tlie moment be could not give a positive answer, because (a) the liead-(]uar- 
ters and sofjiias of his regiment had no fixed stations, and it w'as not known 
where they would be moved to; {b) there was not so much barley in the 
Aklial-Tekke oasis as to justify expectations of being able to purchase any 
considerable amount; (6') soman and lucerne would in all probability be uni- 
versally grown, as from Kizil-Arvat to Karez-Xiir-Yerdi- Khan the lields 
had not yet been sown ; {d) the transport of forage w^as very dear ; (<?) all 
the barley w’ould have to be brought from Persia and, therefore, could not 
arrive before IMay, from w hich time the regiment would undertake to snpxdy 
itself with forage ; but it w^as necessary to proceed at once to search for barley 
so as to ensure its purchase in time. 

To this Colonel Artsishevski added that, according to the information 
collected by him, there wmre large meadows on which hay might be made round 
Bab- Arab, .Mirava, and .Bagir, and also in the hills along the Kozlukh river. On 
these there would be hay enough not only for one but for two regiments, and 
wmrkmen might be found in sufficient numbers. The’ mowing of these 
meadow^s might begin betw^een the 15th (27th) May and 1st (l*3th) June, but 
to protect the mowers it would be neccjssary to have a permanent guard, as 
without this the cattle might eat up the grass, and it was most important also 
to have the meadows watered. 

On the 2nd (ll^th) March 1881, an oi*der was given that, as the com- 
manders of the4:th Battery, 19th Brigade, and tith Battery, 21st Brigade, had 
agreed to undertake the supply of forage for their own hox'ses, they weve to do 
so from the 1st (13th) April, being allowed 15 roubles per chetvert of oats or 
barley, weighing 2^nds (198*55 lb.), and 75 kopechs per pud (36*1 lb.) for 
hay. In comforraity wuth these rates, the current prices for forage for officers^ 
horses at Gok-Tapa and Askhabad, which had reached 34? roubles clieir'erioi 
oats and 1 rouble kopecks > and 38 roubles and 1 rouble 40 

kopecks respectively, were reduced from the ist (13th) April. The hoi'ses of 
the corps wdiere commanders had declined to supply their own horses were to 
be rationed from the supply-depots.'^ 

^ General Orders Trans-Caspian Fiehi Force, Kos. 48 and 114, dated SOtlx Jannary (1st 
February) and 2nd (14tb) March 1881.- Author • 
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This eircumstance and the destruction of our transport forced Genera! 
Skobeleff to make arraiig*emeats for fresh preparations of barley in Persia^ 
to the amount of 16,000 cwt. During his stay at Lutfabad he concluded 
contracts with ]\Iiihammad-Ali-Khan, ruler of Baragaz^ and his brother tSaid- 
Ali-Khan, for the supply of barley. The former agreed to furnish 500 
Bujnurd hharmarn at Kalta-Chinar, at Si) Icrdiis per kJiarwaf^ within three 
months, and his brother undertook to supply 200 kharwar,'^ at Artik (near Lut- 
fabad) at 20 kram per Tabriz Ic/iarwar/^ The total of the two lots was d797*Sl< 
•cwt. Afterwards, our agent in Persia, Colonel Yoikoif, was ordered to 
buy enough to make up 16,OoO cwt., 11202T6 ewt. This latter purchase, 
however, was not carried out, as on General Skobeleffs departure the new 
commander thought it superfluous. 

As for hay, the Commander of the Expedition was quite convinced that 
there would be no lack of it for the horses remaining in the oans. The [\Iiehae- 
lovsk line, on the completion of the railway, would be supplied from Krasno- 
vodsk, not to speak of local supplies, which might be drawn from the Gre^.t 
Balkhans and the valleys of the Kuren-Dagh. The Atrak line and the sta- 
tions in the oasis up to Durun could be supplied from the rich meadows (»f 
the Chandir and Sumbar, in which, for part of the year, some of the cavalry 
might be kept out at grass. Counting on these valleys General Skobeleff,, 
soon after the capture of Gok-Tapa, ordered the old grass m them to be burnt. 
Besides these meadows, the environs of Baiul-Hassan and Tarsakan might be 
relied upon for hay, and it would also be found beyond Gok-Tapa. There- 
fore^^ said General Skobeleff, commanding officers will shortly ask whether 
they may be allowed to look after their own hay supply.*^^ He advised hi S' 
successor not be in a hurry about deciding this question or fixing prices cur- 
rent. If he waited a little, the prices current would soon settle themselves. 
The matter was’not so easy, as all were inclined to ask too high prices in view 
of the exceptional state of things. 

General Skobeleff^ s prophecies were fully realised. 

In the expedition of 1879, for the supply of ships^ rations to the 
troops for the first period of four months at the above-iiientioned 
rates, there were ordered from the contractor Kargaiioff the following 
articles 


Wheat flour 

... 32,350 puds 

( 3,952 cwt. ) at 1 9 

oiihle 40 IcopeeJcs a pud. 

Bice 

... 14,162 


{ 4,53 1-«4 „ 

) 

1 


4 

^ tt . ■ ts- ' 

G-hi 

... 1,937 


( 619-84 „ 

) 

32 

J3 

50 

tt , . St ■ ■ 

Pig s fat 

... 1,000 

j, 

{ 320 

> 

11 

J» 

5(3 

■; ' 33 ■■■- 

Pepper 

60 

>» 

( 16 

) 

12 

J> 

0 

tt tt 

Laurel leaves 

50 

JS 

( 16 

) 

6 

it 

0 

tt 

Onions 

... 1,250 

»> 

( 400 

) 

0 


90 

tt it 

Garlic 

312 


( 99-84 „ 

) 

2 

tt 

0 

" tt ' tt ' 

Balt 

... 3,125 

»> 

( 1,000 

) 

0 

tt 

10 

.tt '■ 

Fruit acids 

... 1,550 

. It 

{ 496 

) 

6 

tt 

0 

tt it 

Tea 

... 392 

IS 

( 128-44 „ 

) 

60 

it 

0 

it tt 

Sugar 

... 1,270 

St 

( 406-4 „ 

) 

9 

tt 

0 

tt tt 

Spirits 


( 1,620 gallons) 

12 

ft 

50 

„ ^edro. 


Total 123,620 ronhles. 

These supplies were delivered by Karganoffi in two equal portions 
on the 15th (27th) May and i5th (27th) June at the Chikishliar 
depot, 

* InstTuctaons to Lieutenaat-Colmel Yolkoff, Ho, 590, dated 15th (27th) February 1881. — 

JbM&r, ' ' ' - ' . ' 
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Afterwardsj linder arrangements made hy General Lazareff^ Karganoff sup- 
plied for requirements in September and October 1879 : — 


Wlieat four 

... 9,390j3M(?s 

( 3,004*8 cwt. 

) at 2 

rouble 40 Tcopecks pud. 

•Bice ■" 

... 9,240 „ 

( 2,956-8 „ 

) 

,, 2 


4 

)'» 

a 


... 1,803 „ 

( 

576*96 „ 

) 

„20 


0 


99 

Pepper 

... 30 „ 

( 

9-6 „ 

) 

14 

, '** 

:0 

3> 

' 99 

Laurel leaves ■ 

... 30 „ 

( 

9*6 „ 

) 

8 

j* 

0 

it 

, 99 

Onions 

... 150 ,. 

c 

48 „ 

) 

„ 1 

s» 

'60 

it 

99 

Oarlic 

... 187-1 „ 

( 

60 „ 

) 

.. 2 

tf 

'.:0' 

it 

99 

8ait 

... 1,8/5 ,, 

( 

600 „ 

) 

„ 0 

a 

20' 

ti 

99 ■ 

.Bruit acids 

... 9371 „ 

( 

300 „ 

) 

6 


0' 

i> 

■ 99 

Tea 

... 132 „ 

( 

42*24,, 

) 

„ 60 


0 ' 

It 

99 

Sugar 

... 468 „ 

{ 

149*76 „ 

) 

» 9 

JS , 

0 

19 


Spirits 

... 480 vedros { 1 ,29 6 gal Ions ) 

„14 

,, 

' 50 

if 

redr OS, 


Total 108,099 roubles. 


These were deliverd by Karganoff in two equal portions on the 1st (13th) 
and 15th August. One-eighth of the whole sum was paid to him in 

gold and bank sih^er from the funds of the expedition. 

For the further supply of the troops from the 1st (13th) November 1879 
to the 1st (13th) July 18S0, the following supplies were ordered in the trade 
by Intendaiice official IMiclielson^ to be delivered by the ist (l3th) November 
and transported across the sea at Government expense : — 


Wheat flour 

... 20,578 puds 

( 6584*96 cwt. 

) at 

1 

rouble 

78 

Bice 

... 21,658 

s» 

( 6930*56 

55 

) „ 

1 

55 

60 

Ghi 

... 4,160 


( 1331*2 

55 

) 

13 

55 

0 

Pepper 

73 

55 

( 23*36 

55 

) .. 

10 

99 

0 

Laurel leaves 

73 

55 

( 23*36 

55 

) .. 

5 

55 ■ 

50 

Onions 

... 1,828 

it 

( 584*96 

55 

) .. 

0 

55 

80 

Garlic 

... 457 

99 

( 146*24 

55 

) „ 

2 

55 

80 

Salt 

... 4,570 

55 

{ 1462*4 

55 

) » 

0 

55 

60 

Fruit acids 

... 2,285 

55 

( 731*2 

55 

) .. 

5 

55 

70 

Tea 

302 

55 

{ 96*64 

55 

) „ 

46 

99 

0 

Sugar 

... 1,06*2 

55 

( 339*84 

55. 

) 

8 

55' 

so 

Spirits 

... 1,200 vedros ( 32*405 

gallons ) „ 

10 

55 

0 


mdro. 


Total 179,708 roubles. 


This order was given to Michelson because of the lower prices proposed by 
him compared with those of Karganoff who^ for the above quantity of sup* 
plies and for 320/125 bushels of oats, delivered at Chikishliar, asked 786,378 
rotMeSy while, as Michelson showed, the cost of these articles added to the 
cost to Government of their transport to the east coast of the Caspian, would 
only be 577,971 roiible^^ thus making a saving to Government of £08,406- 
rouUes. 

In consequence of General Tergukasoff having increased the issue of tea 
and sugar to the troops, and ordered an issue of *9 lb. of cabbage for bvdss to 
each man diem^ Michelson purchased for Government in the trade (in- 
cluding transport to the east coast in January 1880) 2 ^ iids (406 cwt.) 

of sugar at 84 rotMes a pud, 10 puds (3*£ cwt.) of tea at 45 roubles a pnd^ 
total 11,500 roubles j and the superintendent of the Krasnovodsk supply- 
depot, Bastien, purchased 9,600 cwt. of cabbage for kvass for 56,100 
roubles ) delivered by the 1st (13th) November 1879, at the cost of the 
seller. 

For the supply of the troops in Trans-Caspia with ships^ rations 
from 1st (13th) July 1880 to I^t (13th) January 1881, the merchant 


020 


Alafuzoff agreed to deliver to the receiving boards at Astrakan and 
Baku.— 


Wheat flour 

... 21,900 mids 

6,9S8 cwt. 

) at 

2 roubles 15 

Kiee 

... 21,900 

,, 

6.950 „ 

) 

93 


40 

Uhi 

5,250 

» 

1,680 

) 

99 

9 „ 

78 

I’otatoes ^ 

... 17,500 


( 5,600 „ 

) 

99 

0 ,, 

95 

I’eppcT 

130 

93 

( ‘6 „ 

) 


11 4, 

0 

Laurel leaves 

130 

„ 

C 41-6 „ 

) 

99 

■ 7 „ 

0 

Onions 

3,870 

39 

1238-4 „ 

) 

39 

1 „ 

20 

(hirlic 

1,050 

99 

( 336 „ 

) 

39 

3 „ 

50 

^alt 

9,070 

39 

( 2902 4 „ 

) 

93 

0 „ 

59 

Fruit acids 

4,400 

99 

( 1,408 . „ 

) 

39 

7 „ 

50 

Tea 

1,270 

93 

( 406-4 „ 

) 

99 

48 „ 

0 

Sugar 

... 7,560 

.39 

( 2419-2 „ 

) 

99 

8 „ 

15 

Spirits 

... 5,860 vedros ( 15,822 pallnns 

) 

33 

9 ,, 

59 


Total 895,396 

All these supplies were to be delivered in two equal portions on the 1st (IStli) 
and loth (:27th) J une, except the vegetables/for which special dates were fixed^ viz.: 
(1) potatoes 5^000 pwh each on the loth (27th) August and 1st (13th) Septem- 
ber, and 7,500 on the 15th (27th) September; (:2) onions 550 each on the 
3 5th (27th) August, 1st (I3th) and loth (27th) September, and ^,1 pmh each 
on the 1st (13th) and 15th (27th) October ; (3) garlic 200 puds each on the 15th 
(27th) August, 1st (13th) and 15th (27th) September, and 450 puds on the 1st 
(13th) Oetoberf. These articles were transported at Government expense. 

The same Alafuzoff agreed to furnish the following articles for the troops, 
to last from 1st (I3thj January to Lst (13th) July 1881 


Weat flour ^ ... 

9660 

pnds 

( 

3091*2 civi.X 

) 

at 

2 rouhles 80 

Rice * ... 

17270 

39 

( 

5526*4 

39 

) 

?> 

2 

55 

(x/ii 

3320 

39 

( 

1062*4 

99 . 

) 

93 

11 

40 

Cabbage for hvass ... 

30500 

99 

( 

9,760 

99 

)§ 

93 

1 

59 

Pepper 

98 

39 

( 

31*36 

99 

) 


12 

50 

liaurel leaves 

98 

„ 

( 

31*36 

99 

) 

39 

8 

50 

Onions 

1,900 

„ 

( 

627*2 


} 

99 

1 

35 

(hll'iic 

490 

„ 

( 

156*8 

99 

) 

93 

3 

85 

Salt 

5,250 

93 

( 

1,680 


) 

99 

0 

64 

Fruit acids 

2,550 

„ 

( 

816 

39 

) 

99 

7 

45 

Tea 

590 

J, 

( 

188*8 


) 

39 

49 

0 

Sugar 

6,710 

,» 

( 

2147*2 

■ 99 

) 

99 

8 

45 

Spirits 

600 

vedros 

( 

1,620 gallons 

) 

39 

11 

50 

Vinegar 

3,495 

39 

( 

id 

00 

» 

) 

39 

1 

60 


Total 289,561 rotthles. 


In April 1880, in consequence of extreme necessity, there were prepared 
by Intendanee official Iliaslienko, at Fort Alexandrovsk and at Krasnovodsk, 
the following supplies for the Mangishlak camel -drivers, the prices being those 
for articles delivered at those depots and with transport thence at Govern* 
ment expense : — 


525 pads 

( 168 

eioL 

) 

at 9 rouhles 50 

1,000 „ 

( 320 

■ „ ■■ ■ 

) 

„ 2 

,, 10 

800 „ 

( 256 

>9 

) 

,> 2 

„ 15 

6801 „ 

( 217-76 

99 ■ ■ 

) 

« 2 

,, 50 

40 „ 

( 12-8 

99 ■ 

) 

„ 46 

„ 0 

160 „ 

{ 51-2 

99 

) 

» 7 

„ 0 


&M 

Wheat flour 


Total 10,678 rouhles. 

^ To he used instead ot* cabbage for seasoning till the new crop of cabbage was available, i e, 
till the 15th (27th) September l8BO,-^Auihor, 

t The delivery, of 2357*76 cwt, of flour, 3709*04 cwt. of rice, and 8*96 cwt. of garlic was- 
delayed. — Author, 

X 156*56 cwt. were not furnished.— 

§ 150*7^ cwt. were not furnished.-— 
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As no articles of ships'’ rations ^eould'. be prepared, in the CancasiiSj all were 
ordered on the Volga^, except' tlie fruit .acids and rice^ which were fiimished ia 
the Shemakha district or brought from Persia* ■ 

Altiiuiigli in 1S79 the ships’ ratioB'S. ■ 'were prepa.Tecl on the Volga, it wis 
still considered necessary to paj Kargaii off A'out of the sums allowed for the 
expedition^ |th of , the total in gold 'and .bank ■ sliver. ■ General Skubeleff 
took another view of this matter, and not .only did not put a limit to the use of 
paper money, but, w^itli a view to circulating it through the country, lie, on the 
1 Itli (23rd) May 1880, gave orders putting' a stop to the issue of coin as pay 
to officers and men, and instead of the coin issued for 4-th part of the pay, 
directederedit notes to.be given, counting one rouble iTi hpech in credit notes 
to the silver rouble. .After this date, issues of coin were only to be made by 
his express order.t 

Idle In ten dunce of the Trans-Caspian Field Force only acted for itself in 
the purchase of ships’ rations in the following cases'":- — 

tVheii the advanced force w-as being equipped in, May 1880, Genera! 
SkobGeif orden^d it to be provided with 4i oi on tlis’ supplies, and as the ann iiiit 
of unions, garlic, and sugar in the depots did not suffice for this purpose, the 
Intendanee concluded a contract with the merchant Teroganofi: for the furnish- 
i.!:ig of two months’ supply of these articles, and also of lime-juice at prices ap- 
pointed by the superiiiteodent of the Baku supply-depot, with additions for 
packing, eoiirmission, &e., as follows: — Sugar 204 ,(()D’2S cwt.) at 7 

roubles W Jcopeaks ; tea 20 puds (6 A cwt.) at ot» onions, 200 puds 

(64 cwt.) at 1 rouble 10 kopecks ; lime-juice I piul (*32 cwt.) at iOO roubles ; 
and vinegar 200 vedros (540 gallons) at 2 roubles iO kopecks ^ — total sum, 3,328 
roubles. The expenses for the transport of these articles by sea from Baku to 
Chikisliliar, their unloading at Chikishliar, and their transport thence to the 
depot were to be borne by Government. f 

In July 1880 when the Baku receiving board had rejected 2771*2 cwt. of 
rice supplied by Alafuzoff, and at Chikishliar, in consequence of want of 
transport the supply of this staple had become exhausted, and recourse had 
therefore to be had to the purchase of it from hand to hand at Chikishliar, in 
order to supply the drivers of the impressed Turkuman transport. Only 16 
cwt. of rice could be obtained there, however, and though search was made for 
it from all the traders there it was evident that no more could be counted upon 
at reasonable prices till the new crop came in. On the 23rd July (itli August) 
Lieutenant-Colouei Shtsherbina expressed his wilhnguess to take iipcai himself 
the supply of 6,000 puds (1,920 cwt.) of rice at 2 roubles 30 kopecks a pud 
including delivery, 2,000 puds to be delivered at the Chikishliar depot on the 
1st (13th) August, and 2,000 each during the months of August and 
September. Shtsherbina’s price was 10 kopecks a pud less than the contract 
price, and the cost of transport was thus also saved, § but as Shtsherbina’s 
conduct was at that time the subject of a Court of Inquiry, the Commander of 
the Expedition refused this contract. He had already furnished 646*4 ewt. of 
groats 11 which had been rejected for bad quality. 

^ Eeporfe of the Operations of tlie Caucasus iutendance for the supply of the troops in Trans- 
Caapia dunng 1879 and 1880. — Author. 

t General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, No. 21, dated llth (23rd) May 1880. — 
Author, 

X Diary of the Stalf of the Force, 1880, No. 4, pages 147 and 148. — Author. 

§ Keport of the Intendant of the Force, No, 3599, dated let (13th) August 1880. — 
Author. 

II Report from the Intendant of the Force, No. 5051, dated 31st October (12th November) 
1880. — Author, 
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Altogether ill 1879 and '188'0->l:iips^/. rations, tea, ; sugar, and spirits Imd 
been supplied for tbe.troops in Trans-Caspia to' the amount of l,184,8ih^ ronhle.^. 

In. addition, General Skobeleff had, requested the ■Commander-'iii-Ciiief 
of the Army of the Caucasus, to send to Trans,- Caspia, by the 1st June, 

200,000 rations of Shlaki KcUha'^' and pea-sou p.t„ 'Under armngemeBta 
made by the Central Intendance, there were therefore despatelied bj/ tl’.a 
Moscow Inteiidance of Danilevskies preserved foods the following : — 25,000 
rations of 67^/^7^/-.AV^s7^rt^, 75,0U0 rations of oatmeal-soup, and 100,000 rations 
of pea-soupj, and in addition, 1,280 ewt, of preserved vegetables. 

All the articles of sliips^ rations prepared for the troops up to the Isi 
(ISth) November 1879, were delivered in sacks and pacdvages without a fixed 
weight, sugar, spirits, and ghi being delivered iu barrels. From the 1st 
(Idth) J^ovember lb79, however, in consequence of the requests of the Stafi 
in Trans-Caspia, orders were issued that all supplies were to be delivered in 
double covers, i.e,, in sacks covered with matting, and weighing eaidi not 
more than 5 (180*5 lb>) for convenience of earned carriage, spirits, 
and vinegar btdng in oak barrels holding 5 vedyos (13*5 gallons). 

To avoid insufficiency of packing materials at the disposal of the receiving 
boards, to wrap up, cover and place under the bales and to make up provisdons 
and forage delivered in heavy packages into smaller ones, fit for camel 
carriage and also to permit of tom bags, &c., being replaced, &e., &c., there 
were bought by the Intendaiiee at various times for the Trans-Caspian Store- 
depots 50,150 mats for ]t,of5 roublesy 121,611 sacks for 58,986 roidjies^ and 
721*02 cwt. of rope§ or I!, 851 roubles^ and in addition 1,886 rouble^^ v^^btb 
paid for making* sacks out of Government rnatej-iab giving a total of 87,072 
roubles expended by the Intendance under this head. 

Notwithstanding all this expenditure, a great want of packing material 
was felt. Thus at the cod of October 1880, when the pressure of transport- 
work on the Atrak Hue was at its height, a want of rope, mats, and sacks 
was felt at Duz-Olum. 

Generally speaking, the packing of the supplies was a matter which disap- 
pointed the Commander of the Expedition very much, and caused him much 
trouble. From the very first day of the arrival of supplies at Krasnovodsk, 
General Skobeleff uras ranch displeased at the reports of Petruseviteh as to bales 
of-fioor weighing 9 pnds having arrived, and at those of the Chief Controller 
as to barrels of sugar weighing 30 On Petriiseviteh asking that the 9 
pud bales should be broken up at Astrakhan into bales weighing 5 ptuh only, 
the Intendant of the Circle replied that this work should be done by the Inten- 
dant of the force, to whom sacks had been sent. Not to mention that the 
breaking up of the bales could have been performed much better at Astrakhan, 
where there were artificers, it w^as impossible to do this on the east coast where 
no workmen could be hired. (| 

As regards the flour in the 9-^ptid bales, the Intendant of the Circle 
pointed out that it had been delivered in this way to the receiving hoxnrds, 
exactly as it arrived from the Upper Volga, and had been sent ofi; without 

* cabbage soup ; Kasha, gruel.— 

; ' t Report from the Intendaut of tbe Force, Ho. 36,jdated 12tb (24th) March 1880, sent 

^ to> St» Petersburg. — Auihor, 

8',vir $ DiMy of the Staff o£ tbe Force, 1880 , Ho. 34, page 27. — Author, 

v , § Beside these, under arraugemeiits . made by General Skobeleff, there bad been obtained 

1 .^ owt. of rope for 63,703 roubles. Afterwards, tbe artillery authorities delivered 139*62 

cwt. . The total length of the rope' supplied (iucludiiig that received from the lutendance) was 

wnetul Fetrdsevitebj, Ho. 3336, dated 2nd (14th) August 1880. — Author, 
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heiu:^ iripacked so as boI to distarb ' the plan .of .traaspori. Bildiorst proposed 
to tlie lineiidant o£ tlie force to IiaYe;.it';re'paekeci on the east coast In^ hired 
labour, I'or wliicli purpose he sent 2S,000 .sacks to' Caikisbliar and Krasno- 
voilsk, and to this the latter made no obJectioBs.'^ As is evident from a 
telejpoii'ii from Iv^rritski, the InfeTidaiit:.'of the force, dated 19di (olst) July, the 
tmiisEcr of the llorir fr^ an the bales to: the sacks went on very skwlj. The 
sacks, c I: vrliieh Ibkhcrrst had spokeii,.did n.ot fwvhe ; .end alohoiceh the old ones 
were w; rn out, they had to be issued aad patehed together^ three being usiial- 
IjM'eqiiirAi for one good sack. t 

Cieiicral SkobelcS requested that flour should be sent in. packages of 5 
and always made up with a dcmble' eovermg.l Then the' provisions 
bogaii to arrive iii 5 packages, but in single covers, and this forced the 
CorniiniBder of the EvpeditioB to request that 60,0o0 sacks might be sent 
to (diikishh'dr. This deiuand the .Intendaot .coiild Dot fulfl] before the middle 
of Scrtconher as lljerc were no sacks in the supply-depots and none could be 
bought. § 

Only in one case fliil the Commander of .the Expedition allow pro, visions 
to be (lelivcred at Krasiiovodsk ■ iii'7 or 9-/;#-/ packages, and that was in 
Oetc-ber lh80, when lie required o2-, 000. ewt.. of stores. As General Skobeleffi^s 
deniaiids vrere prcs'ring, and nawgation-. could not be open fniicli hmger, the 
Inteiidaiit designated as part of -.this supply ’ 25952*1 ].)iBhfds of flour, and 
m 356*7 Oi then at Astrakhan, and -mot to lose time, the Commander 

of the Expedit’on resolved to take it over in., the packages of 7 or 9 pndSy 
thiiikisig llir/i these large packages could "be used at Knisnovotlsk or sent to 
points on the line of rail, in which eases the size of the packages would be 
of small iriipurhinee.jj 

The (Icspaicii of sugar in barrels was also put a stop to, and the 

rest of that article { 1679*68 ewt.) was made up in packages of 8 loaves. As 
mats were use d in packing, however, instead of sacks as per contract whieli 
caiiccd a diifcrenee both in the price of the materials and in the strength of 
tlie paelniges, the Field Control protested against this, lioldiDg that losses in 
coiisec|!ieiieo of improper packing should not fail upon iTOvenim exit. 

Pepper and laurel leaves were also taken over by the receiving boards 
in bad packages, wliieli again called forth protests from the Control. 

There wa,s still more trouble about ffliL The superiritendcnts of the 
Hiagrizines, when issuing ffii to the troops, made a deduction from each cob- 
sigiinn.mt for the weight of the barrel as it had been determiiied upon receipt 
from the contractor. Facts showed, however, that the weight of the barrels 
was very varialde. Thus, in August 1880, the vreight of a barrel was allowed 
for as 24‘8 lb., while in reality they weighed 44T IB., so that the weight 
was too small by 20*2 lb,, and consequently on each pnr/ barrel of the con- 
tents weighing 162*5 lb., issued to the troops, 20*2 IK of f/M were short.if 

« TG]e,'::raiii from Bikliorst to General Skoboleif, No. 3482, dattnl IStli (25tli) Angnst 
1880. — Anihor, 

t Telegram from Knritsld to Grodekoff, No. 

J Telegram from Bikliorst, No. 2482, and Ditto -frcmi General Skobeleff to Bikliorst, 
No. 1176,«^.4«ttor. ' , 

§ Report from General Petnlsevitcb, No. 2513, dated 6tk (IStkl July 1880.' — TelegrB!iti 
from General Skotelcff, to Fa vloff, No. 4170, dated 25tli .Inly- (Otli Augusl;), and to tke Circle 
Intendant, No. 1188, dated 7th (19th} August 18S0.— 

II Telegrams from the CancHSiis 'Intendant to General 8knheh IT, No. 4070, dated IVtli 
(29fcl3) October, and from General Skobeieff'-to' the Caneasus, Intendmifc, No. 1817, dated 17th 
(29feli) Octohor. — -Antlior. 

Report from the Commander of the 4th Battery 20tli Brigade, No. 928, dated 12th (24fch) 
Aiigust 18S0.— Jw/ior. 
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leaked very much in the linden wood barrels and therefore the Com- 
mander of the Expedition requested the Caucasus lotendanee to see that the ghi 
delivered in the autumn was packed in oak barrels with iron hoops. General Sko- 
belcff only allowed this in view of the approaching cold weather> hut for next 
delivery, demanded that the should be macle up in liermetieally closed 
tin boxes, each weighing a pnd and packed in sets of fours in wooden boxes.'^^ 

Before Cuming to this decision, the question of the packing of ghi had 
gone through the following phases, . At Tiflis General Skobeleff had pointed 
out to the Intendent the necessity of packing this a-rticle in tin . ..boxes. On his 
arrival at Krasnovodsk, he received from the intendance a telegram stating 
that the packing of ghi in 18 lbs., (| p^kX) tin boxes would cost 2 roubles 
15 hopecks a pnd^ and, in addition to this, for every 6 cases there would 
be required a wooden box. 

If General SkobeleS thought this necessary, the Intendant requested him 
to telegraph. Half of the g/ii ordered could then be delivered in 5 pud 
barrels and the other half in tin boxes; but this would delay delivery for two 
months.t 

General Skobeleff replied to the Intendant that he considered hermetica-lly 
packing superfluous, as he was convinced that the ghi kept wmll in barrels. J 
In August he asked the Intendant, when concluding a contract for the deli- 
very of in 18S1, to make a condition to the effect that it should be 
packed not in barrels but in hermetically closed boxes of 4 puds each.§ On 
the £2nd August (3rcl September), however, a new contract had already been 
made for the supply oi ghi in i^^ pud barrels, and the contractor pointed out 
that he had already the barrels by him. To this Bikhorst added that the 
four-j9 2/// tin boxes would not support the weight of the and that tin 
boxes of smaller dimensions could not be got ready in a shorter space of time 
than months, and then only at an increased price, [j To this General 
Skobeleff gave the answer mentioned above. 

On the whole, the packing of supplies, in spite of its importance in such 
a campaign as the Akhal-Tekke expedition, in wdiieh everything had to be 
carried on pack animals, was in most cases imsatisfaetory. In consequence, 
so much waste was caused that the calculations of the Commander of the 
Expedition were nearly upset thereby. 

General Skobeleff, who did not like complaints being made was compelled 
to point out to General Favloff that ^^artieles were arriving in packages imposs- 
ible to load, and that he could not take the responsibility of moving siicli 
packages to the front, as it was impossible to load From the records 

of proceedings of boards in the Diary of the Staff, it is evident that, on arrival 
of the stores on ships at Krasoovodsk, only |ths of the packing material was 
serviceable.** Although this was explained by the workmen having torn the 

^ Telegram from General Skobeleff to the Intendant, dated 6th September 1880, No. 

1394. Telegram from the Caucasus intendant to General Skobeleff, dated 13tli (::25th) September, 
No. 2891 . Author^ 

f Telegram from the Caucasus Intendant, Ho. 1158, dated 4th (16th) May 1880. — Auihor, 

J Reply to above from General Skobeleff, from Krasnovodsk, dated 4th (16th) May 1880. — Anihor^ 

§ Telegram from General Skobeleff to the Caucasus Intendant, No. 482^ dated 19th {31st) 
August. — Author^ 

11 Telegram from the Caucasus Intendant to General Skobeleff, No. 28215, dated 5th (17th) 
September, — Author . 

Telegram ‘"from General Skobeleff, No. 5090, dated 12tb (24tli) September 1880, — Author, 
Froc'ceedings of a Military Board, dated 11th (23rd) June ISHu, No. 84, in the Diary of 
the Staff, 1B80, No 20, page44.'*«In Proceedings No. 4-8, in No, 29 of the Diary it was stated : 
** we inspected the bags of Sour tn the bold. They appeared to he oi had staff and much torn, 
and the thml row from the top was covered with a thick layer of loose iiour.”“-AM/Aor. 


m 


packing •material with their, iron hooks in .the, hurry of loading and unloading,' 
,,this made matters no better :lor the Comm.a!ider of the Expedition, If? 
e. 0.3 lOjOO'O weight of :sto.res were .sent ..oil to any place^ he might at 
any time receive (and , actually did' ■■receive) a report that only 8,000 pnds 
weight had arri\*ed. General Annenkoff .reportf4 that at ^Miehaelovsk 
s'opplies were delivered io such packages that they would not bear transport 
on pack animals or even by raiL* The bad paeldng compelled the Com- 
mandant of the lines of communication to request that 1,000 bags and 
sacks and 500 mats, and also packing materials might be, furnished to eaeli 
of the supply-depots at Mulla-Kari, Bala-Ishem, Kazanjik, and Kizil- 
Arvat.f ' 

In the transport of - the vaiious supplies .from 'one magazine to 
another, there was , not only ■ waste . a.nd leakage ..far above the normal 
rate but wlnde, bags, barrels, -^e., were lost.. Thus, ■ '.among the 
articles sent off from Duz-Olum and delivered at Bami ' by convoys on. 
the 25th June (^th.July) and 9th (21st) J'uly there .were the following 
losses : — 

Desxjatched. Eeceive<i. Loss. 

25 th June (7th July) 2*3,270 puds. 17, MB puds. '5,825 puds. 

nth (21st) July ... ■ 12,357. „ 9,415. „ 2,942 „ 


Total 35,627 „ 

11400*64 cwt. 


26,800 „ 8,767 „ 

8595*2 cwt. 2805*44 cwt. 


showing a loss of 25 per cent, on the quantity despatched. 

The huge loss on the convoy of the 25th June (7th July) causes us to 


show in detail the loss on 

Biscuit 

each articlet 

Despatcbed. 

5,699 puds. 

28 

puds. 

Not received at Bami. 

491 puds. 38 pttds. 

Oats 


5,396 


20 

n 

2,236 

99 

7 

99 

Kye flour 


5,:593 

»» 

28 

99 

849 

99 

9 

99 

Buckwheat groats 

(k*« 

2,409 


0 

99 

670 

1) 

21 

n 

Wheat flour 

« « « 

679 

»» 

8 

9* 

21 

99 

11 

99 

Rice ' . ' 


2,695 

*> 

16 

»*■ 

1,25:5 

99 

28 

99 

Fruit 'acids' ... ■ 

... 

.288 

»■ 

28 

»» 

84 

.-.>» . 

1 

99 

&hi **, 


506 


29 

99 

163 

99 

ifif 

*9 

Tea 


7 

#» 

4 

99 

1 

f9 

16 

n 

Sugar 

« «'W 

180 

>t 

32 

99 

43 

99 

34 

39 

Dry cabbage ... 


91 

99 

38 

99 

1 

if 

12 

99 

Garlic 


6 

99 

34 

99 

1 

■■»»■. '. 

9 

n 

Lime-juice 


1 

M 

0 

99 

0 

99 

0 

99 

Pepper 


8 

99 

35 

9$ 

0 

99 

35 

99 

Laurel leaves ... 

«.i» 

6 


12 


0 

99 

12 

99 

Total 

« « % : 

23,270 

n 

32 

99 

5,825 

99 

10 

99 


^ Report from General Annenkoff, Ko. 456, dated 1st (13th) October 1880. — Author, 
f Report from General Annenkoft, Ko. 363, dated 25tli September (7th October) 1880.— 
AuiMr. 

t Report from Kachurin, No. 75^ dated 12th (24th) June 1880. — Author^ 
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In a coTifoy sent out from Krasnovodsk- on the 21st July (2iiil Aiig‘a.4) 
with 4.374 weight of stores, 3,974 -were delivered at Bami, showing* a 
loss of 400 or 10 jodT {?(??! 

^ Althoogli. the ■ distance, from Krasnovodsk to Baiiii ' is almost thrice as 
great as that from Diiz-Olum to the latter, place, the loss on stores sent from 4 
Duz-Ohim was always greater than that, on those sent from Krasnovodsk, and 
to enquire into this matter, a Controller was sent to Dnz-OIiim. The result 
lis examination of the Diiz-Oliim depot. was that the, ..excessive' loss f>ii articles , 
sent from that place was owing to two eaases, — the incorrect statement of the, 
stores sent to the front, and loss or'ro.bbery on the ri>ad. The incorrect : 
statement of ’the stores sent up to the front was discovered from the weight of 
the bags with provisions entered as having;;been sent up> not agreeing with the 
weights entered against them on receipt in the depot. Granted that this,' 
incorrectness was the result of chance,- and was only caused by the hurry of - 
despatch or by mistakes in weighing, the balance of the quantity despatched 
should have been in the depot. This, however, was only the case ft n* some - 
articles ; hut in the case of buckwheat groats, not only was there no balance 
left, but there was even a dehciency of 325*028 bushels. Of the remaining 
articles, the iaaceuraej of the statements of the despatch of which had been 
discovered, there was a balance left as follows :• — > 


Loss on the innccnrately stated 
quantity despatched. 

.Rye, tour »«. -849 9 pounds 812 puds 21 .pounds, " 

Fruit acids , ... ... 84 „ ■ 1 „ , 107 „ 20 ' „ 

Rice groats ... 1,253 „ . '28 -. „ 153 „ 7 „ 

Thus the inaccuracy in the statement of t.lie despatch of rye llour and 
fruit acids was almost completely, ■ balanced by the surplus, but only a very 
small surplus was left to account for the loss on rice groats. f For this loss,, 
therefore, the superintendent of the depot was held to he personally responsible. 

'The loss of supplies on tlie march; was caused partly by the badness of the, 
packing material, and partly by the loss- of whole -sacks, packages, or baiTels, 
of which there were deficient on arrival at Bami in the convoy of the' 25th 
June f7th July) 13H, and in that of the 5th (2ist)' July, 1S0-|, and in that of, 
the 21st July (2nd August) 8^. 

I'he whole losscvs of tea and .sugar would, not have been caused by leakage, - 
and, besides, these articles were lost in quite ti^o improbable qua nti ties. 
Thus, y., the loss of tea and sugar in the convoys arriving at Barai oii the' 
25th June (7th July) and 9th (21st) and 21st "July (2nd Aiigmst) was„.as ' 
follows 

.:,''-„Tea., S-iig-ar.- ■--■ 

^ H , / . 

Beapatehed. Lost, Despatched. Lost. 

26t!i June (8th July) 7 puds 4 pounds 1 pud 16f pounds 43 puds 0 poimds. 

Uh (21st) July 36 „ 20 « 2 „ 36 „ 164 „ 1 ,, 38 „ 

jM..Ju Iy.(2p d., August). 10 ^ .16 . „ , . . 0...... ,» 7 .. , ,]'15.9,., 0„ 

, ♦ BIwy of tho 3td Section of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 1880, No. 28, 

1, page 247. In Appendix Ho* 93, gee comparative awl tabular statement of loss on article 
during transport as comimred with the table attached to Article 238, ¥ol. XII, 16 of the 
Military Eeguiations and with the calculations of the Committee appointed to weigh the articles 
transfwrted* — Auih&r. 


Surplus left in th«i supply-depot, 

81,2 puds 21 .pounds 

107 „ 20 „ 

153 ,,, 7 ,, 


t Report from the Agting Field Conia-oller, Kachurin, No, 91, dated 29th July (lOth August) 
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Tliesc articles were plundered u}” tbe camel-drivers ivlio breke off ilie tips 
of tlie suj^ar-li aves and ripped open the canvas of the eases to Jet the teji run 
out. ■ 

The above amounts of loss, in the opinion of the Chief CV)iitrc,»]h‘i, .sLowed 
that till the ihiiil ors^anisatioii if the transpurt the losc'cs of supplies u oiikl 
remain at a very high figure.';', for, '.if fr-r the distances Ijf tween rtaz« 
Olurn and Band the loss w*as.;'25' per c^nl, when the lines of eoni- 
iniinieaticni were lengthened, the losses would naturally increiue, and h'/iddes 
earising great waste of Government Tnoriey they iiiigiit not onlv have a 
huilliil effect on the operatioiiSj but might even bring them to a cuinolete 
staiidstilL 

As the huge waste o.nd leakage noted dn the first tw’o convoys were to be 
attriliuted not so much to the unavoidable disad van [ages cd pack Iranspia't 
as to the irregiihrrities in despakdi committed by the siiperiiiteiideiUs of the 
supply-depot, in the middle of August the Chief Controller ordered that these 
persons saoukl be present when eauh convoy was loaded, and also at the receipt 
of siipj)lies in their depots. Control officials were ordered not to permit 
, ip\«pa,tch of stores in pact^dug niaterial of bad ciiiality, and such officials were 
pe.iiTiaiient]y stationed a.t Clrikishliar .and Krasnuvedsk to siiperinlpiid the 
despaleii of stores, and at :Bami to look after their ri'ccipt. This procedure 
coil!';'! !iut, he ai'vplicfi to Du.z-0]un'g as there were no mure Cotitrol 

ol:tic,ials availabie. In November,; when the Control was streogtlif. ned, it 
beca:,i:iie possible to establish' ar--similar\sj.sterii of supm’ioteiidenee alojn.>* the 
Miciiaelovsk Hoe. I'n addition, the Omnmander of the Expedition gave o*rders 
that, on supplies being sent off, a mililary board was to ascertain the weight 
of the artich^s in their sacks or bales, and tbe lutendance was to inform the 
superintendent of the depot in good time of the amount to be despatciied, m 
.'.that the\boaitl migbt get 'the we:i.ghing done without delaying the camels.* 
As for tea and sugar in particular, tbe road commandants were ordered to pay 
,pai.tKrii]aivatterff^^^ to''the,piie.king.of. 'these- supplies, and have the numbers 
and . weights of the packages conimiinicated to the CamraH-jkls/ilA^^ wmroino* 
them at' tlie same tini..e. that they aud.-'tbeir drivers ivere held more I’espimsihle 
;„for ..a]Q.y p"lii,iider.ing of , them, .-than . of a.ny other articles, as tea and sugar did 
not waste, and a <Iefieieney in them could only be attributed to rohherv! The 
coramanders of escorts weie to pay particular attention to the packages with 
tea and sugar, and were to have them stacked separately at halls am! placed 
under a special sentry. t The drivers were to be punished for any loss of tea 
or sugar. J , " . , . ,, 

All supplh^s arriving at Band were to be weighed in tlie presence of a 
military board. At the end of October, w’hen the pressure of transport work 
readied its height, it uvas not possible to weigh each packtpge, and therefore 
orders were given to receive the supplies not by weighing each, but by 
counting the packages, weighing some of tliem, and then striking aa 
average. § 

On the above regulations coming into effect, the reports of enormous losses 
and leakage began to diminish in numbeiv although the loss was still mueli 
above that allowed by law. Thus, for example, the aiB.omit of loss in the 

^ Telegram to Artelwlievski, Ko. 3915, dated 18fch'(30tlji) July 1880. — Antkar. 

f Instructions to Artsisbevski, Ko. 5139, dated 13th '(25th) September 1880. AuiMor. 

i Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian 'Field Force, 1880, No. 29, page 118. Author, 

§ Diary of the Staff, No. 29.—These 'orders were rescinded on the 29fch January (lOtk 
February) 1881 ; and after that, all bales were weighed.— instructions to the Intendant m 
dated 26th January (7th February).— ^ 
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supplies arriving, at 'the Bam.i depot, aceordiiig. to . the' Pinceeding^^ of the 
Boards, drawn up with the aid of a Goutrol Official, was as follows 


Whence sent. 

Date of Board at Baini. 

Defideiieit's iu supplies. 

Krasnovodsk 

30th October (11th 
November). 

Biscuits, 1,171 -pzich'. 

Mats, 

Onions, 3 jyttds 27 pounds. 


10th (22nd) November. 

R.ye flour, 6S2 puih. 

Horse biscuits, 13l7;?«/.<f 10 pounds. 

Tea, 12 puds 7 pounds. 

Sugar, 148 puds 13 pounds. 

Wiieat flour, 408 16 pourds. 

< 'akes, 242 puds 7 pounds. 

Biscuits, 85 puds 10 pounds. 

Band-Hassan, 

lOtb (22nd) November 

Oats. 140 pzids 9 pounds. 

Mnlla-Kari, Hud 

26tb November (8 th 

Bye flour, 134 puds 5 pounds. 

Bala-Ishem. 

Dec(?raber) and 6th 
{17th) December. 

Buckwheat groats. 66 puds 38 pounds, 

1 Biscuit, 29 ^mds 34 pounds. 

1 Wheat flour, 244 13 potmds. 

1 Bice groats, 218 puds 5 pounds, 
j Fruit acids, 27 puds 22 pounds. 

Spirits 37 i^edros. 

Ghl, 89 puds 2 pounds. 

Cabbage, 588 puds 12 ponnds. 

Oats, i70/>?n/,v 14 pounds. 

Dnz-OInm 

30tb November (12tb 
D('eemhev), 2nd (i4lh) 

1 Oats, 851 ^?z^c? 6’ 7 xjounds. 


D<.'cembar. 

S|>irits, 39 vedros. 

Sugar, 5 puds 2 pounds. 

Ghi, 7 puds 9 pounds. 


5tb (17th) December ... 

Spirits, 1 vedro. 

Wine, 3 

Glii, 13 pounds. 

Horse-biscuits, 67 puds. 

Mnlla-Kari 

5tb (I7tb) December ... 

Groats, 65 puds 31 pounds. 

Spirits, 112 vedros. 


It is very instructive to remark that in the camel transport furnislsed hy 
Gromoff, who became answerable for the waste and loss of stores, the amount 
of losses of supplies, materials, &e., amounted to 9,569 (8062'2t cwt.) 
equal to a sum of 31,86t ronbles. The value of the articles being reckoned 
at cost price, the cost of transport by land and sea to the point where 
they were delivered over to him, and in this sum of 31,864 ronhlea is also in-* 
eluded the loss allowed by law. How insignificant were these losses may 
he judged from the fact that Gromoff received for transport alone the sum 
of 561,902 roublesJ^ 


The storing of supplies presented great difficulties. Only at KrasnovodsF 
Chikishliar, and Duz-Olum were there properly covered store-houses for ships 

* B^ort from tlie Intendant of tk® Force m Traiis-Caspi% No. 451, dated 25tii April (Tth May) 
1881. In Appendix No. 74 see Betom of Deficiencies amongst tbe Articles, Ac., transported by tbe 
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rations ; at the other stations they had to be placed partly in cellars partly in 
the open air The fruit acids therefore evaporated^ the veg'etables rotted^ 
the wheat flour and rice got spoiled^ and the ghi always melted and became 
sour. 

The supplv-depots in Trans-Caspia were at first supplied with covering 
materials from the stores at Tiflis, Baku, Darband, and Petrovsk. These 
consisted of tarpaulins for waggons and pa(*k animals, mats, and other inaga- 
zinestores, Besides these, 600 tarpaulins for bales were sent by the Central 
Intendaiiee to the receiving board at Astrakhan from Odessa. 

As of packing so too a gTeat want of covering materials was felt. Thus, 
in November 18S0, when the rains began, Greneral Skobeleif had to order 
the tarpaulins to be taken off the bales at Dnz-Olum and Chikisliliar and sent 
up to the bales at ih.')se two former points being c<>vered with mats, 

‘‘ft is better that stores should be spoiled in rear than at Barni,^'’ he wrote. 
The tarpaulins, however, never reached Baaii, and the bales there had to be 
covered with bedding felts ordered for the men. 

To save the supplies from becoming spoiled, they had to he issued to the 
troops ill increasecl quantity. Thus, for example, when in January 18S0, in 
consequence of the order not to issue supplies in kind to the but to 

give them money to the amount of the cost price of th.-ir rations to Government, 
a large surplus of wlieai flour and rice was formed in the magazines on the 
Atrak line ; and as these articles when in bales do not keep for more than 
three or four months, to avoid loss, orders had to be given to issue wheat flour 
to the troops instead of half of the ration of rye flour, and the issue of rice was 
increased from 4*8 to 9 ounces. In the middle of June :8S0 this order was 
rescinded after all the surplus of flour and rice remaining from 1879 had 
been used up, and when there ivas no rice at all at Chikishliar.t 

In May 1880, to avoid loss of cabbage for on the approach of the hot 
weather, ^nd as three battalions were being sent back to the Caucasus, an 
issue of ‘9 lb. per man per diem was ordered. 

The disadvantages of keeping supplies in bales covered with mats in great 
heat, were seen in the bad effects upon the quality of the flour and groats. 
In October 1880, when the flour in the Bami hosjntal and the bread baked 
from it were inspected, it was found that the flour was dark -coloured and had 
a musty smell, while the bread would not rise and was discoloured, musty, and 
hitter, and could not even be used for bre^ad-soup. In addition, there was very 
little of it.J 

The supply of meat from the beginning of the expedition of 1879 and up 
to the 1st (I'3tli) January 1880 was carried out under arrangements made 
by General Lazareff, by the Contractor Karganoff, beef or mutton ])eing 
delivered direct to the troops at the following prices per — at Chikisliliar, 
44 roubles; at Chat, 5 roubles; and, when troops were on the march from 
Ciiikishliar to Yagli-Olum, 4 roubles 75 kopecks; from Y%Ii-01um to Chat, 
5 roubles; from Chat to Band-Hassan, 5i Of the money paid to 

Karganoff for meat, i|th was in gold or bank silver. § The delivery of meat 

* Telegram from General Skobeleffi, dated lltb (23rd) iJTovember 18S0, No. 2124. Diary of 
tbe Staff, 1880, No. 27, pages 246 and 270.— 

t Eeport from the Intendant of the Force to the Commander of the Expedition, No. 243, dated 
9fch (21st) July 1880. — Author. 

t Proceedings of a Military Board, dated 20th October (1st November) 1880, No. 29, in 
Staff Diary, No. 8, page 273. — -Author. 

§ Eeport of the Operations of the Caucasus Intendance for the Supply of the Troops in 
Trans-Caspia in 1879 and 1880. Karganoff furnished 24,960 cwfe. of meat and received 886,100 
roubles ^ Author^ 
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to the troops on the Atrak line, to the detnchments inarching along it, and to 
the troops which might arrive from the west coast of the Caspian^ for the period 
from the 1st (13th) Jaiinaiy to the 1st (13th) July 1 880, was entrusted, by 
advice of the Caucasus authorities, to an official of the Caucasus Intendauce 
on special duty, Actual State Councillor Michelson, who was to purchase in the 
trade, as no good offers for contracts had been receiv(‘d. The price per i)iul 
of meat was fixed as follows : — At Chikishliar, 4 ronhlesi 15 hopecha \ at Chat, 
4 roubles 65 kopecks at Duz-Olum, 5 roubles 10 kopecks; and, for troops on 
the march from Chikishliar to Chat, 4 roubles 50 kopecks; and from Chat 
to Duz-Olum, 4 roubles 90 kopecks, for these prices Michelson bound himself 
to supply mutton and salt meat to the troops, if the replacement of beef by 
those two were permitted by the local authorities*. 

The troops at Krfenovodsk were supplied with beef by a contractor with 
whom a contract had been made by the Caucasus authorities, according to 
which he was not, how'ever, bound to supply meat to the troops at Michael- 
ovsk, and so, when a company and 25 Cossacks were sent there in April 
1880, he refused to supply them. The Caucasus authorities therefore ordered 
General Petruseviteh to make his own arrangements for the supply of meat 
at Miehaelovskf. 

On the arrival of General Skoheleff in Trans-Caspia, the Caucasus Intend- 
ant informed him that Michelson would take upon himself to supply meat at 
Chikishliai', Chat, and Duz-Olum after the 1st (l3th) July and up to the 
1st (13th) January 1 881 if 40 kopecks a pud were added to the prices, and 
if, for the troops who were to move forward to oeeupy the entrances to the 
oasis^ 7 roubles 10 kopecks a purl were allowed for meat4 Almost at the 
same time, however, the Intendant of the Force received notice of an Arme- 
nian, Melikoff, and a company of three Khivans, Hakim-Bai, 
mad, and Khudai-Berdieff, being ready to supply meat. The offer of the 
first was only for a distinct area, but the Khivans undertook to supply meat 
wherever our troops marched. The price of meat, for troops in frcmt of 
Duz-Olum, demanded by Melikoff was 5 roubles 55 kopecks per pud, and 
by the Khivans, for a period of 2 months, 5 roubles 40 kopecks. Both parties 
requested, in addition to the supply of meat to the advance force, to be 
entrusted with its supply at other points from the 1st (13th) July, Melikoff 
asking, for the whole line froni Chikishliar to Duz-Olum, 4 roubles 50 kopecks, 
and the Khivans 4 roubles 40 kopecks. Neither pnrty ofered security for the 
punctual fulfilment of their contract, hut consented instead to receive "no 
money for the first month, which should l^e considered as security for the 
completion of their eon tract. They, in addition, made a condition that a 
guard should be furnished for their cattle and that, in the event of its being 
driven off by the enemy, they should be indemnified for all the cattle 
lost. 

The conditions made by both parties, compared with those of 1879, when 
KarganolT received 5 roubles 50 kopecks at Duz-Olum (^ in gold), and 
without giving any security, and also with those of Alichelson, were very 
favourable to Government, notwithstanding that it was a matter of great 
necessity for us that cattle in Persia were rising in price on account of their 
export to the Government of Baku, where there had been great losses and 

^ Keport from tho Caucasus to the Stafif of. the Trans-Caspian Force, No. 485, 

dated 7th (19tli), 8th (20th) January 18^.— Michelson delivered in all 2518‘4 cwt. of meat 
at Chikishliar, SOo-VOS at Ch^t, and Dnss-Olum, for 122,975 roubles.--- Author, 

t Report from General Petrnsevitej^'NOv: 1517, dated 14tli (26th) May imO,— Author. 

I Telegram from Bikborst, No. li43, diatei Srd (15th) May IBSO. ---Author, 
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that the price of meat ha-d risen greatly.* Oeneral Skoheleff confirmed the 
contract with the Khirans, but would not consent to the contractors being 
paid for cattle driven off by the enemy, except in cases where they were so 
captured in the presence of the troops.f On the contract with the Khivans 
being concluded, they bound themselves to supply meat from the day of the 
advance force leaving Duz-(3ium, in the proportion of i beef and 3 mutton 
wherever the troops marched, at a price of 5 roubles 40 kopecks a pud. The 
length oi time for which the contract was made was two months from the date 
of the troops leaving Diiz-Olum, and at the end of this period the Khivans 
bound themselves to continue to supply meat iq 3 to the 1st (18th) January 
ibSl, but only at the points where the troops actually were at the end of 
the first two months, and on the condition that the Intendance should give 
them two weeks^ notice 01 the stoppage or ])roioiigation of their supply being 
required. In taking this contract, the Khivaus made it an indispensable con- 
dition that they should also be entrusted with the supply of meat on the line 
between Chikishliar and Duz-Oliim from the 1st (13th) July, from the 
termination of Miohelson^s contract. J 

Tims Genera] Skobelcff^s confidence, expressed at Tiflis, that he would be 
able to completely ensure the supply of meat to bis troops, was fully Justified. 
On the ‘25th July fbth August) he telegraphed to General Pavloff that he wuis 
becoming more and more convinced that in the matter of the supply of meat 
he would be able t<> dispense with the aid of the Intendaiice, and that it was 
in any case better and cdieaper, as otherwise the cattle would have to be 
brought across the sea.§ 

Regarding the supply of meat to the troops at Krasnovodsk and Michael- 
ovsk from the 1st (13th) July to the ist (Ifith) January IbSl, as no con- 
tractors appeared, the delivery of meat at these points was entrusted to 
Michelson, who bought in the trade and supplied the meat at 6 roubles per 
pud for fresh and 5 roubles 70 kopecks per pud for salt meat, the transport of 
the cattle to the east coast being undertaken by Government. j| The Inten- 
dantwas, however, informed that the replacement of fresh meat by salt would 
not be permitted for any cause whatever for the troops on the east coast of 
the Caspian, and that the contractor w^as therefore to supply none.ll 

On the advance force leaving Duz-Olum, the contractor issued sheep to 
the troops, calculating the weight of all at one pml 15 pounds (49*6lb). On 
the arrival of the force at Khwaja-Kala, however, it was found that the 
weight of the sheep had diminished during the march, and therefore a board 
was assembled to determine the mean weight of the sheep, and if they had 
diminished in weight since starting, the actual weight was to be taken as the 
mean.** The total weight of 13 sheep taken from various corps atKhwaja- 
Kala was 527*7 pounds and the mean weight was therefore one pud 4 pound 
(36*55 lb.) .ft 

* Beport from the Intendant, Major Yepif^noff, to the Temporary Commander of the Troops, 
Ho. 2620, dated 16th (28th) May 1880. — Author. 

t Instructions to the Intendant, YepifanoflE, Ho. 467, dated l7th (29th) May 1880. — Author, 

X Bejmrt from the Intendant of the Trants-Caspian Borce, Ho. 2661, dated 18th (60th) 
May 1880. — In Appendix Ho. 95, see Contract for the Supply of Meat concluded with Khivan 
Merchants®—- 

■ ■ §' Telegram Ho. 4170.— ' ■ 

II Beport from the Caucasus Intendant to General Skoheleff, Ho. 24017, dated ISth (25th) June 
1880. — Author. 

Report from General Fetrdsevitch, Ho. 2758, dated 17th (29th) July 1880. — Author. 

** General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, Hoi 75, dated 3rd (15th) June 1880. — Author. 
ft General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, Ho. 84, dated 6th (18th) June 1880. — 
Author. 
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On the advance of the troops from Khwaja~Kala to Barai the contractors 
had 100 horned cattle and IjOOO sheep, and those were generally very go.^d 
and gave no caxise of complaint to the troops. 

It has been noticed above that the Boards held at Tidis considered it a 
very necessary measure of precaution, in case cattle did not reach the force in 
time, to form a reserve of live cattle near Petrovsk, sutlicient to supply rations 
for 8,000 men for two months, i.e,, 3,84* * * § 0 cwt. of meat, this reserve consisting 
of YVl4i horned cattle and sheep. The whole was leff in the hands of a. 

contractor, under the superintendence of the Intendanee, and was to he rearlv 
to be sent at any time to the east coast of the Chispian. 

In execution of this order the Board of the Caucasus Military District 
entrusted the formation of a reserve of cattle on the west coast to Aetua.l State 
Councillor Michelson, who bought in the trade on the following conditions; 
the keeping up of the reserve to the required extent and the feeding of the 
animals were the duties of Michelson. The price for each purl of meat was 
6 Ti.nblesi 50 Jcopech, On the demand of the authorities, the whole or any P'>r- 
tion of this reserve was to be at the ports of embarkation within seven'days. 
The contractor was bound to hand over the reserve or parts of it, as might be 
directed, to individuals or to a board named by the authorities at Krasimvodsk 
and the number of animals delivered was to be verifTed, and the mean 
weight of the horned cattle and sheep determined in concert with the 
contractor or his representatives. If, on transport of the reserve to 
Krasnovodsk, it was found necessary to supplement it, the contractor was 
bound to do so within a month, the animals being transported at Government 
expense.f 

The reserve was to be kept up from the 1st (13th) July ; but, as the date 
of the departure of the troops for the east coast of the Caspian was put off, the 
Caucasus Intendant asked General Skobeleff from what time it was to be 
kept up. The latter could not at that time give an answer as the situation 
was not quite clear. In any case, he was of opinion that there was no hurry 
for it.J On a second enquiry from the Intendant on the same subject, Gene- 
ral Skobtlefi; replied that this reserve was still unnecessary, and that he would 
give the Intendant a montlris notice before it was required. § Finally, on the 
I5tii (2.7th) August, General Skobeleff informed the Caucasus Intendant that 
a reserve of meat on the west coast would not be required at all.|l 

On the 1st (18th) July the contract made with Michelson for the supply 
of meat on the line from Chikisliliar to Duz-Olum expired, and the Command- 
er of the Expedition entrusted the supply to the company of Khivans for two 
months, i,e.^ till the 1st (13th) September, at a price of 4 roiMes 50 hopecks 
a puiL They gave no money security for the proper performance of their 
contract, but, instead, the Intendance made no payment for meat for the first 
month.^f This money was to be retained by Government till the contract was 
completed and accounts finally settled up. If it were required to prolong the 
contract till the 1st (13th) January 1881, the Khivans hound themselves to 

* Report from Major Yepifanoff, No. 56, dated 8tli (20fch) June 1880. — Author, 

t Report from the Caucasus. Intendant to General SkobeleJif, No. 24017, dated 13th (25th) 
June. — Author, 

Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 1880, No. 4, pa^e 187. — Author, 

§ Telegram from General Skobeleff to tb© Caucasus Intendant, No. 4352, dated 29th July (2iid 
September) . — Author, 

({ Telegram from General Skobeleff to, Bikhorst, No. 4716, dated 15th (27th) Author, 

Aftenvards the Compandor ©f B^,pedition gave orders for l-th of the estimated contract 
»ums to be withheld. —i nstr actions to feij^ Tttlendant of the Force, 3975, dated 19tb (31st) July 
1885 . — Author, y ‘ , 
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furnish mpat, but oi/ condition of the In ten da nee giving them two weeks^ notice 
before stopping or prolonging the-siipply,^ 

At the end of the period for which the Khivans had contracted to furnish 
meat from Chikishliar to Duz-Oliim, ' [Ist (loth) Se])tember]^ and from Duz- 
Ohim to Bami, [1st (13th) August], a new contract at eonsideraldy lower 
prices was concluded with them for the period till 1st (loth; Jamiary ISBl. 
Thus the price of a pud of meat between Chikishliar and Duz-Olum was fixed, 
at 3 Bd and from Duz-Clum to Bami, and, in the event of an 

advance of the troops, beyond 'Bami also, at 4 fovhle.i^ dO kopecks. After- 
w^ards, in view of the approaching opening of the Mkdniel jvsk line, they under- 
took to supply meat on it from Bami to Mulla-Kari at 1 rovMes GO kopecks. 
Prom Chikishliar to Bami and thence to the front they were to supply | beef 
and i mutton, and from Kizil-Arvat to AIulla-Kari all mutton. At points at 
which more than ’200 men were stationed they were to kill the cattle and issue 
the meat, but on the iMiehaelovsk line they were to issue the sheep alive at a 
.mean \veight agreed to l-W the troops. In addition they weJ‘e br>nnd to keep 
at Daz-Olum, Bami, and other points where milk was reijuired for the- sick 
three mileh cows an l tive milch goats. Neither security nor lines for breach 
of contract were to be deducted. 

The Khivans, who behaved very well when the supply of meat on the 
Atrak line only was in their hands, could not manage properly, when the 
Aliehaelovsk line also was handed over to them. Thus, at Tarsakan in August 
there were complaints that the contractors were delivering no horned cattle, 
but only sheep, although the strength of the troops exceeded 200. Some 
commanding officers pointed out that in issuing live sheep to the troops, the 
Khivans were giving animals of weiglits dilferirig from those stipuiated.t 
Prom numerous proceedings of the Field Control it is evident that the weight 
of these animals diminishes almost by 33 jyee cenK Thus, e.p.^ the total weight 
of 10 head delivered to the 2nd company, Daghistan Regiment, on the 17th 
(29th) December and represented as 'sveiglnng 10 puds 17 pounds (376*31b-) 
was only 7 7 j>oiuids (2591b.) and again 11 head issued on the IBth 
(3Uth) December as weighing 12 pads 4 pounds (438 lb.) weighed only 7 puds 
12 pounds (263*5 llis.) These reports made the Chief Controller request the 
Commander of the Expedition to taka aww from the contractors the right 
of issuing cattle at an average and not the actual weight. 

Still, it must be said that the Khivans fulfilled their contract conscien- 
tiously, although they constantly asked subsidies, even as mu eh as 20,000 
roubles^ which we were obliged to grant them. 

They first began to fail in October at Mulla-KariJ and then in November 
at Alichaelovsk, where the troops often remained without meat, so that the 
road commandant had to resort to extreme measures and buy sheep at Baku, 
from a contractor who delivered meat at Michaelovsk, and from the Turkn- 
mans living round Krasnovmdsk.§ Much money had to be paid in this way, 
e.g.j the merchant Kasparoff of Shusha demanded 19,096 roitbles loi: 1,736 
sheep, or at the rate of 9 roubles 90 kopecks per p7idj a sheep weighing on an 
average 1 ptid 4 pound (39*7 lb). At Kazan jik, Kizil-Arvat, and Bala-Ishem, 
on the Michaelovsk line, 400 sheep had to be kept up to guard against the 
contractors running short of meat, and this forced the commandant of that 

^ Vide Apprndix 6. — Author. 

4 Export to the Detaclunent Intendant 4372, dated I4tli (26th) August 1880. — Author. 

J Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 1880, No. 4, page 458. — Author. 

§ Teiegram from Atmenkoff, No. 2030, dated 22nd November (4th December). — Eeport from 
Colonel Ivanoff, No. 462, dated i2tb (24tb) February ISbl.— Author, 
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line to point out that these animals require to be fed on dry forage, and to 
recommend that lbs. of hay should be issued to each per diem. The Chief 
Controller protested against this, as he considered that the maintenance of 
these cattle to guard against failure of the contractor would cost a great deal 
of money, as the price of hay was above a rouUe and that therefore it 

would be better to issue these 400 sheep to the troops as part of their rations. 
The commander of the lines of communication expressed his approval of these 
recommendations.^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

Once there was no meat at Duz-Olam,’^ and even at Bami, on the 26th 
November (8th December), when Haidaroffi^s first column advanced, there was 
only one day^s supply of meat left, and, as the contractor had no money, 
General Petruseviteh was forced to send an officer with the contractor^’s clerk 
to Nukhur to buy cattle both for the other columns still at Bami and for the 
garrison of that place. The cattle purchased were to be delivered at Arehman 
and Durun and handed over to the contractor, who issued the meat accord- 
ing to the conditions of contract.t 

On the first alarming news as to the incapacity of the Khivan contractors, 
the Commander of the Expedition entered into negotiations with the merchant 
Gromoffi for the supply of meat. When the news was received at Chikishliar 
that one of the Khivans was detained l)eyond the Atrak by the Turku mans as 
a pledge that the camels hired by Gromoff would be sent back from Duz- 
Olun, General Skobeleff, having provided the troops at Samurskoye and part 
of those on the line to Bami with sheep captured from the enemy, formally 
applied to Gromoff to undertake the supply of meat to the troops on the 
Miehaelovsk line J and then the flocks ca|)tured from the eiifuny at Kalat and 
Yegyan-Batir-Kala were handed over to him on special terms. 

From the beginning of military operations we had been face to face with 
the question: what to do with cattle captured from the enemy ? The past had 
taught us that troops cannot manage cattle, that great misuse is made of them, 
that tactical unity, so important in war, is destroyed, and that on the other 
hand little material benefit is derived by the troops from their being supplied 
. with food to last a long time. After the Chandir affair on the loth (:27th) J uly 
1876, 14,000 head of cattle were captured from the Tarkumans, and five days 
afteiwards, althougli there was abundance of forage and the troops had had three 
weeks^ rest at Iliali, only 200 animals could be collected to supply the wants 
of the troops. After General Kaufman n^s cavalry affair at Min-Tapa on the 9th 
(2ist) September 1875, all the captured cattle were sold for next to nothing the 
day after the occupation of Osh on the 12th (24th) September. The money 
^ was naturally distributed among the Cossacks, because the General was con- 
vinced that it was impossible to supply the troops from the captured cattle 
or, generally, to arrange in any other way. On the 13th (25th) November 
1875, after the affair at Balikchi, the enemy left in our hands 10,000 head 
of horned cattle alone. This booty was only made use of for a few days ; but, 

. as no account could be taken of it, the issue of ration meat to the troops was 
not stopped. During the Alai expedition in the summer of 1876, the same 
thing happened. The troops required meat while the captured cattle Avere 
being sold during the night outside the camp to different speculators. Fi nally, 

‘ ,, ^Telegram from General PetriisevitcH, dated, 27tli !N'oveniber (Stb December) 1880. — 
AuiJkor. 

t ^Report from General Petrusevitcb to tbe Commander of the Expedition, No. 297 ; dated 
2nd (14th) J^ec&mhoT.-*-- Author , , 

t Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian field force, 1880, Ho. 4, page 166, proposal to 
Oicomoff, Ho, 8173, dated 7th (lOth) D^c^ber 1880.— 


tlip large number of cattle captured after tbe KbaskioisEi affair were of no use^ 
and in a moral sense were actually a disadvantage. 

With this experience, it would have been wrong to do nothing to guard 
the interests of Government by a proper and cheap means of securing the meat 
supply. The cattle ca]>tured at Kalat and Yegyan-Batir-Kala were therefore 
sold to Grornoff at *3 raublen 75 hopeek^ per sheep and 25 ro^cbles per horned 
animal, on the condition that he would supply the troops from Chikishliar to 
Barai with meat at 5 roubles a pud, and those from Miehaelovsk to Bami 
and thence to Gok-Tapa at 6 roubles a pud. ^ A board, assembled to deter- 
mine the average ^weight of the sheep and goats, considered it proper to accept 
an issue of meat to the troops at the following rates : — Large goats, Z%’4s lb., 
small goats, lI'Tlb., and sheep 38*^3 IB. The contractor was not to issue 
to the troops only large or small sheep and goats, or exclusively sheep or 
excdusively goats, but was to issue all in equal proportions and according 
to weight. In determining the mean weight, the board did not take account 
of the head or foot and diminished the actual weight by 1*8 lb. as sheep and 
goats invariably lose bulk.f In all, cattle to the amount of 32,961 roubles 
wern sold to Giamioff.J 

The alarming news as to the incapacity of the KMvans compelled General 
Skobeleff immediateiy after the occupation of Yegyan-Batir-Kala to send orders 
to our agent in Persia, Lieutenant-Colonel Diakoff, to at once get ready slaugh- 
ter cattle for 8,000 men for a month, to be horned cattle, and the resb 
sheep, and to send them as bought to Bami.§ 

Lieutenant-Colonel Diakoff, on receiving this order, sent Lieutenant Krish- 
topenko to the Mana valley. This officer managed matters very well, and 
on 2Mh and 29th December 1880 (5th and lOth January 1881) sent 420 
head of horned cattle to Bami and Archeman. These were easily obtained 
-as the Russians, excej)! the poorest class, do not eat beef. On his first pro- 
ceeding to buy sheep, the prices rose very much, and 1 rouble 80 kopeclcs was 
asked for a one-year old sheep, 3 roubles for a two-year old, and 4 roubles 50 
kopecks for those about three years. || These animals arrived in very poor 
condition on the 5th (i7th) January, and were distributed along the line 
Bami-Samurskoye, part also being handed over to the advance force.^ In 
all Krishtopenko bougdit cattle to the amount of 5,148 roubles in coin. 

Besides this, Grornoff, to whom the supply of meat on the line from 
Bami to Samurskoyc had been entrusted, as the Khivans refused to supply 
any more, had also sent a clerk to Bujnurd to buy cattle. As there are no 
large herds of cattle at Bujnurd or Kuchan, and it is therefore impossible 
to make large purchases all at once, and as cattle have to be bought in small 
numbers and shepherds hired to look after them and encdosures made for 
the animals, Krishtopenko was ordered to hand over the cattle he had bought 
to Gromoff^s representative, so as not to be troubled with all this work, and 
was to stop his own purchases. 

As the road to Garmab had been occupied by the Tekkes, the supply of 
the troops at Samurskoye and before Gok-Tapa presented great difficulties. 

^ For details of contract, see Appendix 96. — Author. 

i* ■^Proceedings of a Militaiy Hoard, No. 18, dated 2nd (14tli) December 1880. — Author. 

j Final settling of accounts with Alexander YegoroS Grornoff, merchant of tbe 1st Guild of 
Tasiand. — Author. 

k Instructions to Diakoff, ISTo. 817, dated 7th (19th) December l&SO.^Auihor. 

il Diary of Section II of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, Fart I, 1880, Ko. 27. — 
Author. 

f Telegram from Vereshtshagin, dated 6th (18th) January 1881 ,* Beports from the Command- 
ant of the line Bami- Samurskoye, Nos. 17 and 40, dated 6th (17th) January 1881. — Author. 
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The troops at Samnrskoye and in No. 4 Hospital were without meat for three 
days runnino' and the troops before Gok-Tapa had none for two days and 
received preserved meat instead. Bringing cattle into camp before Gob- lapa 
■was in s ime instances only managed not unfrpqnently at the cost or some 
bloodshed and columns had to be sent out to receive them. ^ 

The contract with Groraofi for the supply of meat to the 1st (l-dh) July 

1881 except those stationed at Krasnovodsk and Michdelovsk, was only con- 
cluded on the 8th (£0th) February. 

In the end of January and in the beginning of February there were some 
complaints from the troops as to Gromoff’s manner ot carrpng out his 
contract, and the commander of the 3rd Battalion Slnrvnn Kegiment 
reported that his battalion had been two days without hot food as they had 

According to the contract of the Sth (’JOth) February, Gromoff was bound 
to supply meat in actual weight at all points where there were more than 2 . 
men. As he had evidently not carried out this part of his agreement which 
was very important for the proper supply of meat to the troops, a statement 
was drawn up at Gok-Tapa by the Field Controller showing that the cattle 
issued at an average weight to the troops weighed actually ranch less, ihis 
circumstance the Assistant Controller ascribed to the troops, not. being 
acquainted with the actual terms of the contract, and he requested that the 
condition might be published in orders. This was done, and aiterwards there 

Generally speaking, however, Gromoff fulfilled bis contract conscientiously. 

’ As regards the supply of meat at Krasnovodsk and Michaelnysk from the 
1st (13tht January 1881, the question of the Caucasus Intendant as to whom 
General Skobeleff' desired to be entrusted with the duty re-achid the General at 
Samurskove at a time when he had no leisure to spore ior a. fiuys in rear. He 
Lrefore telegraphed to Tifiis that, till the pacification of the country, he 
thought that the best way would be to leave to the Inmndance as beictofoi e.t 
The supply of meat at these points till the Lst (loth) July Ibbl was tlieietore 
left in Mmhelson’s hands who supplied meat, bought in the trade, at a puce 

of 5 roubles 50 kopecks at both places.J , , . -j • „ 

To conclude the subject of the meat supply, we must add that its issii 
the company of the Krasnovodsk local detachment at Kindarli and to the 
Bth sotnia. li Laba Cossacks at the wells of Senek and to the troops p.issnig 
through these points was undertaken by a K.u'ghiz contracdor, who was paid 
at the rate of 8 roubles a pud. This price was very high, but "obody else 
would furnish meat any cheaper on account of the great loss of cattle in the 

winter of 1879-80, and the small quantity required.§ _ 

Generally speaking, the main features of the meat question from the day o 
General SkoLlVs assuming command were his refusal of the offer of the 
Caucasus Intendance to maintain a permanent reserve of meat on ^ 

coast of the Caspian. His object was to give more independence to the “ono^io- 
Lt contractors in Trans-Caspia, and finally to destroy the understanding which 
existed between them and some Intendanee oflEicials. The result -was that in 
July General Skobeleff made a contract with Khivans for 
.to.the troops in Trans-Caspia to the 1st (13th) Januar y 1881 at all points 


. ' ^^' ‘RATiQrt from Smnis,No. 69,^^^3:4411 (16th) I'ebruary 

+ TeLram from, General Shoheleff, No, 8236, dated 9th (21st) December imO,— Author. 

t Telegram from the Circle Intendant, 5^ o. 146, — Author. icon 

§ Telegram from General Be^rdsentoh, No. 3266, dated 4th (16th) August 88 
Author. 
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exeepfc Krasncivoclsk anrl llichaelovsk^ at prices mueli lower than those previ- 
ously paid by the Inteudance. 

Till November^ the Ivhivans fulfilled their contract eouseieiiticiisly^ but 
towards the end they did so badly that, had we not captured 13,1101) sheep 
and goats at Kalat and Ycgyan-Batir-Kala, the posit i^/ii of the troops at 
Saninrskoye and in rear of it might hare become veiy diiMciilh 

At this time, when the fighting before Gok-lapa vois going on, a new 
and enterprising eontraetor, the merchant Gromofi, appeared. Altiiuiigh for 
a long time i.ic? contract was eoncduded with him, m^ral olLgatic.iia tudsted 
between him and the Coimnander of the Expedition. All Gronicffos oiierarions 
were founded on the captured cattle, which he bought from us at low prices 
and sold to us again at a profit. This arrangement was favourable for Goverii- 
ment, as troops cannot look after captured cattle. It would have been impossible 
to base the supply of the troops on such a haphazard and cvt/n fictitious found- 
ation. Therefore the Commander of the Expedition put oiii making a contract 
with Gronioff till the 8th f;dOth) February, w^hen he was convinced that Gromoff 
was a man to be tnisTed. 

In justice it must be mentioned that the part taken Iw the Iiitendance in 
the supply of the troops with meat "was confined to drawdiig up and signing 
the ecuitracts on bases which were worked out for them by the Coinmander of 
the Expedition. .■ 

The large supply of provisions of every kind permitted of a saving in many of 
the articles being made, not because the rations were excessive, lait because of 
l,)eal conditions and in consequenee of the life which the troops led. Going out 
eiirlyin the morning to drill, on reconnaissances, or to bring in firewood, by half 
companies, sections, and even in small detachments for one or two days, the 
troops could not take everything that ^vas issued to them, and from suck 
small detachments l^eing constantly out, a considerable saving in the issue of 
certain articles resulted. The want of transport did not permit of the troops 
taking the supplies they had saved with them ; and, as, moreover, according 
to military law, this is not allowed in time of wair, the troops, not being able 
to return the non-expended articles into a depot, sold them for money to private 
persons at considerably lower rates than they had cost Government. 

The whole success of the Akhal- fekke expedition depended upon supplies 
being obtained and carried up to the various points. If, -therefore, the troops 
had the right to return their savings to the supply-depots, the Government 
would be saved the price of the transport of such articles which exceeded their 
prime cost. 

This measure was proposed by Chief Controller Cherevanski, and General 
Skobeleff permitted the troops to return their surplus rations into the supply- 
depots, their prime cost, transport not included, being paid to them. It was also 
decided that no articles not received by the troops ccaikl be looked upon in the 
mmt of surplus, and that therefore no mtouw could be allowed for siich.'^ This 
order was cuntirjned by the Comroauder-in-Chief of the Army of the Caiieasiis.t 

* Kepott frora Genial Skobeielf to the Comiaanderoii-Cblefi, 7559, dated 14th (2t)lh) 
KoveiiiliCT. — Juilmr, 

t liiKtructions from the ComraaBder-in-Chief of the Army of the Cancusus to GonerJtl Skoheleff, 
Ko. 3220, of 27th December 18S0 (8th January 1881). Information relating to Oie Operations of 
the oiBciuls of the Field Control, laid before the Teinporary Coniinander of the Troops (operating 
in Traiis-Caspia, hy the Chief-Controller, 1880, Kos. 2h aaa ofc', <>£ 1st (13th) and ICtlMiiltli) 
July 18S0 ; Ko. 135, of 20th August (Ist September) ; No* 210 of lOtli (2Stlij Se])tt nibcT ; Kos. 393 
and 405, of 7th (19tli) and I8th (30th) December; of 1881, Nos. 85S7, and 111, of 5th (17th) and 
11th (23rd) February ; Kos. 210 and 276, of 5th (17th) and 23rd March (4bh Aprii).— uiary of 
the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, Nos. 10 and 42 of 1880. — Author, 
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According to tbe W^supplementary orders at various 

Army o! the Caucasus pro\d addi- 

times, the men of the expeditionary f blouses, a duck bag, instead 

tion to the usual articles of Chinese drawers, a cap with peak, cloth 

of a knapsack, apair of shoes, of cloth foot-cloths, and, 

cover, and neck-flap, three pairs of W ^ith water-bottles 

besides themess-tm earned with all these art.- 

STa. Jy accord t. being i.»ed to them by 

‘"NfSS;bjep.cid^ 

25,000 

For winter wear in 1879 and 1880 ^ boots, and 10,000 

fur caps,* 10,100 knitted waistcoats, 1,600 pans or w 

pairs of warm mittens of wear, on General Skobeleff’s 

To supply the ^f\^eady-made boots were despatched To 

special requisition, l/,ldO pairs or readv-made articles of uniform 

meet unforeseen requirements, •j.-^l^bar and Krasnovodsk, the numbers 

and boots and linen were forme streno-th of the troops. In addition, 

being calculated at to he'Sed instead of knapsacks, were 

a, 000 linen blouses and 3,000 kit-bags, lo oe u c 

sent over. *. +.^ nVtiTic-r-isnia 26,500 fowies 

At different times there were sent t 179 hospital tents for the medical 

officers and 1,92-1) ’+ over in 1880 W'as a reserve of camp 

establishments. Among the tent. 5, ■ ^ batteries (80 officers and 380 

equipment for 3 battalions, b s<^ the troops were being sent back to the 
soldL-s’ tents) .t Afterwai-ds when the ^ points on the 

werf't coast 0£ IbB Caspian^ this re»- xt., T'o ^icldition, in 1879 th6 

yiichaHluvgh line lor the troops passing ^ t-iii'/l-iM at 300 roiii/eseaeh, 

Intendanee had ao,»imd «0 SferorthfFioia Foroe, In 

htisides those which were piovide^ J Shoheleff the merchant Miakinkoffi 

ISSO, under aiuangements made by Gene alSk^e^^^^ 

had prepared m MiMas ^d 100 roubles 

August and the last ^J^j^i^bffin^epair distributed between 

The prepared m v^oiuU on the Atvak line m 

Chikishliar, Chat, and iSbO there were 

sent to the latter point 154 were reduced to a 

advance of the troops, when the Ip receive the tibiikas and piilomeiias 

miumum, 46 more were received of the Navaga Regiment 

lornished by Miakmkoff, m June 1880 Major Knson or i e 

waSrSent to, Astrakhan. ^ i i.,- rt...,.i..;„i,' 

I ■ - — ! . , . ... , .4-i.,,a r'a.n.pa.qiis., after tlie .iurnisil ^ wai 


was ^at to AStraiman* ——"'■■ 17 X 7 ;^^ war 

s.Thkfur cloaks weM'«Bnedl»r«y fw» the stores left to Central Inten- 

anA'Wrt partly sent from tbe toteriw provinocs of the h-mpire. oy 

‘^Tf3^a7feo« KkhomkSo. 4221, Oatod Z8th Octoher C9th Novemher) 1880.-l«tftor. 

!’ I .bvb'lf,--.!.. 4' i -i 
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Of tlie yularneikas furnislif^d by Miakinkoff, 800 %¥ere sent up to Bami and 
distributed to the troops of the advance force^ the remaining and all 

tlie IcibitkaH being left at the Hapj^en stations on the Michaelovsk line and at 
Krasnovodsk. 

To warm the Icihiihas and pnlameika^ in winter^, General Annenkoff, by 
order of the Commander of the Expedition, got 600 iron stoves, of those used 
during the Turkish war to heat railway carriages, sent to Trans-Caspia. Of 
this number 200 were sent up to Bami and taken on with the advance force, 
and the rest were left in rear. 

Belts had been prepared as bedding for the m.en^* For General Skobeleff^s 
ex[)edition there had been bought in May 18S0, to supply the troops 
destined to occupy Bami, 200 felts, each 11 feet 3 inches long and 8 feet 
6 inches broad. Afterwards, 935 felts were obtained in Alangishlak and 
delivered at Krasnf'vodsk, of which some were issued to the troops as bedding, 
and about 500 remained in store.’^ 

It was afterwards found necessary to order the following number of felts : 
2,000 to repair the kilitkas bought in 1879, 2,500 for bedding for 12,000 men 
allowing 70' x70' per man, 3,000 for shoes and lining fur 6,000 camel 
saddles, and 2,000 for repairing the klbilkas and ^idameikas famished by 
Aiiakinkoif, or 9,500 in all. 

To make these up, 500 were available, and 2,000 could be obtained in 
Mangishlak and 7,000 at Orenburg. lathe beginning of August, General 
Petrusevitcdi had made arrangements to b\iy as large a number of felts as 
pi-ssible at Fort Alexandrovsk,t and on the i2th (21th) September a telegram 
was sent to Colonel Ivanoif to Orenburg to buy and despatch to Astrakhan 
20^)00 ars/iuis {46,666 feet) of good Kiighiz felt at the price mentioned by 
Ivanoff, viz,, I rouble 40 kopecks an arshin. These felts were to be delivered iii 
Astrakhan % the 15th (27th) October, and this was the principal cond'tion, ns 
their delivery later umuld have rendered them iiseless/i Ivanolf bought 
and delivered all the required number of felts within the time indicated, at a 
cost of £8,000 r^?K5/6^s•.§ 

These felts did not, however, sup] >ly the amount proposed to be issued to 
the advance force. The allowance had been fixed at 70" x 70" man, 
while that sent up to Bami only supplied 42" x 42", However, onlj?- the 
troops who were moved up the Michaelovsk line received proper felts, and 
the greater part were left at Bala-lshem. Generally the felts, which soon 
became unfit for use, were insufBoient in number, so much so that from the 
camp before Gok-Tapa our agents were sent into Persia to buy as large a 
number of felts as possible, and 720 were obtained in all at a cost of 
],925 roubles. These, however, only arrived as the troojis were being 
sent home. 

In considering separately each article of supply, we have already mentioned 
the action of the Field Control, As its penounel succeeded in being present 
everywhere, the Field Control was of great assistance to General Skobeleff in 
watching over Intendance stores, nothing remaining unnoticed by it and 
improvements being everywhere suggested. Its operations began with the 
receiving boards established at the points where supplies were taken over, 
and continued during their delivery at Krasnovodsk and Chikisliliar, 

* Report from Generi»l Petnisevitcli, Ho. 3465, dated lltli (23rd) August 18bO. — Author, 

t Diary of the Staff, Ho. 27, page Author, 

i Telegram from General Skobeleff to Ivdsoff, Ho. 5100, dat^d 12fcli (21th) September 
1880. — Author, 

§ Telegram from Ivanoff, dated 6th (ISth) October 18S0. — Author, 
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the advance supply-depots and their final deliveiy 


in 


their transport to 

*^'®The action of the Field Control on the receiving hoards, besides that 
slreadv mentioned (e, - 7 ., in the matter of oats), was shown in such a large 
oi: cai=^es that to mention them all would he impossible. e can only 

rpnroduce a tew ot the most characteiistic* ' i ir. * 

%Treeeipt of supplies by the Fetrovsk, Baku, and Lankoran boards in no 
ease bive ground £01 dissatisfaction, although these boaK S repeatedly rejected 
the articles supplied and required their replacement. Ihus, tor example, the 

Baku hoard rejected a77-3 cwt. of orthe SStmee W 

contractor all spotted and worm-eaten. ^ , i- nnl at Baku but at 

rice was supplied instead of that rejected and dehveied not at uaka, but at 

^'^itwts’ not so with the Astrakhan board, as its members were divided into 
tmn sides whicli cotild not agree, — on the one side were the majority of the 
representatives of the Field^ Control and of the Medical Department, and on 
Se other side all the other members. This determined attitude of the Control 
and jledical Departments was a pledge ot the success of the 
and Cheibanski^ was not a little pleased with their opposition to the 

“'‘^Th^receipt of flour and cakes at Astrakhan gave rise to some protests from 
the Controller and the doctor, who, having agreed together, roused opposition 
nn flip uart of the other members of the board. . , . i i 

By agreement the contractor was hound to ^Hle atTit 

with matting and weighing not mom than ^ J)’ 

thev were received in hoses weighing 6 ^ pn/h (-.34 bo lb.) eacn e 

contrret condition had been observed, the cakes could have been loaded 01 
camels without being repacked, but ttvo boxes weiglimg lo (‘tbpl ^ ITs-) 

could rot be carried in this way without being reduced from 8 to 10 A le- 

port on this subject called fortli the following telegram to the President oi the 
Astr-diUn BoaM : “ The Temporary Commander of the troops has given no 

orders for such (boxes) to be received, and directs that these boxes be returned 
at the expense of those in fault, as if these thin-s are repeated, it will he im- 
to carry on the operations of the expedition, t -i i • 

^ "bn the Caueasus Intendant enquiring into this matter, he expressed Ins 
displeasure at the receipt of the ^k-p><d boxes, and the contractor had to 
repbk the cakes at Krasnovodsk in sacks covered with matting, .f 
^ On inspecting two sacks of cakes. Controller larkhoff remarked that they 
were mostly broken into small pieces and some of them appeared burnt and 
mouldv According to the contractor who had supplied them, the cakes had 
been prepared not with pure wheat flour hut half with semoule. According 
fo +hJ contract, the cakes were to be received in their sacks at Astrakhan, as 
«Ll «ack bme the mark of the official who had superintended the prepara- 
tion of the cakes, and only those cakes were to he inspected m "letail whose 
packing wa s in had order or whose sacks did not hear marks. After his 

« Rciwi-t from the Chief ControUer to the Commander of the Expedition, No. IW, dated 1st 

(13c)i) September 1880 .-- 1880, No. 1443. On this sohject General Skohekfi , 
I Staff of “I do not like tomato complaints, 

h’in I am nraed to doso by the ^tendance. Yesterday a telepam was received from 
lb l>.b„ski 4atinff that 800 bosee of cakes, weighing each OJ had been despatched. 

WV «rnot cfirj sttS ™ “OJ repack them here.’ 

V V, ^ ^ « datod KrisnovodSi 10th, (aand) September 1880.— 

Telcgi-^w tromDuinanski, dWed ISth (26tb) September 1880, No. 418.-.4«iS£H-. 
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■ ins|)eetion Tarkhoff expressed' Ms -^opiiiioii that the Caucasus Circle Inteadant 
should be asked whether he did uot consider it advisable, before sending 
•cakes to the east coast of the Caspian, to have a detailed inspection, made of 
them. This ^-as decided upon, .and, after inspection, 40 packages were 
rejected as unfit. 

The biscuits prepared under' the superintendence of a member of the same 
Astrakhan board, Lieutenant-Colonel.Deshtshinski, and which ought to have 
been made with first class flour were baked with flour of an inferior 
quality. 

In pointing this out, Afilutin, the Control member of this board, did not 
think lit to delay the receipt of the . biscuits and cakes, as he considered that 
in time of war the date of delivery was of much greater importance than some 
variation from the proper quality of the article. 

In Novem1:)er the receipt of sup.plies at Astrakhan was pushed on very 
hastily, as navigation would soon close, but the proceedings of the board still 
shmv that artic?les were subjected to. a very careful inspection, as is seen from 
the separate opinions expressed by its members. 

Such opinions were expressed in the following instances : — 

(1) 301? vedros (820*8 gallons) of vinegar brought fur delivery ap- 

peared, on chemical examination by the surgeon, to contain too 
little acetic acid, instead of which there was a quantity of 
tartaric acid. The Surgeon and the Controller the refore expressed 
their opinion that this vinegar should not be taken over, but the 
board only thought it necessary to order that the barrels, which 
leaked, should be replaced by sound ones. 

(2) Among the sacks ordered to be prepared with hand-made cloth, 

the contractor presented 7,6 iO jute sacks. The board, though find- 
ing these sacks not according to pattern, thought that they -were 
quite equal to the others in value, and therefore resolved to take 
them over. The Control member thought it his duty to point 
out that, ■ in hk opirJon, sacks were not so strong as those 
made of hand-made cloths, and pointed to an article in the 
Momno Gazeiie entitled ^*^0111' flaxen trade and jute sacks, 
which a specialist testified that jute sacks would not stand more 
than two journeys, wdiile those of llussian sacking would make six 
or e.ight. 

If the Intendance made sacks of sacking, it was evident that it had good 
reason for preferring them to the cheaper article on aecoimt of their 
superior durability, Therefore, wrote Cherevanski, the opinion 
of the board can hardly be so infallible as to permit its receiving, 
instead of Russian sacking, stuff made in a factory, without 
asking any explanation of the opinion expressed by the Control 
member/^ 

(3) On account of want of brine for the cabbage for Jcvdss^ the con- 

tractor, Alafuzoff, had filled up some barrels with water. This 
circumstance was noticed by the board, which, however, considered 
that the addition of 4*5 lbs., weight of water per barrel could not 
spoil the cabbage, and accepted 300 of the barrels offered, which 
were filled up with water, rejecting only 160 barrels in which the 
cabbage had a watery taste. Some military members, the Control- 
ler, and the Surgeon considered the quantity of water added to be 
suspicious and even disadvantageous, because the cabbage was paid 
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for by the weight (1 roMe 59 kopech a piid)^ and the additional 
weight of water was clearly a loss to Government* The hurried 
nature of the delivery, Oherevanski reported to the Commander of 
the Expedition, can hardly be taken as an excuse for the contractor, 
as he furnished at the same time 2,799 barrels, and these could be 
no very great hurry for of these. Still they were taken over at 
considerable risk in the matter of their being in good order, and if 
they go bad the Government will not only suffer considerably by 
the loss of the supplies themselves, but still more by the loss of the 
money paid for their transport by sea/^ 

[4s) The contractor Alafuzoffi at different times claimed the re-examina- 
tion of flour rejected by the board, and the president and some 
members consented to this, while others considered such proceedings 
unadvisable and protested. The flour was re-inspected ; and, although 
38*72 cwt. was accepted, the rest was again rejected, but such a 
decision of the board, as the Chief Controller pointed out to the 
Commander of the Expedition in his report for November IhSO, was 
the result of a very energetic conflict of opinion between its 
members. 

In addition to the above circumstances, the Control member thought it 
necessary on his part to make the following remarks on the deviations 
from their agreement permitted to the contractors by the board. 

By the terms of contract, rye flour and groats were to be delivered at the 
stipply-depots at tbe expense of the contractor and for each package 5 kopecks 
were deducted from the sums due to the contractor, as the unloading of the 
barges was carried out at Government expense, and, although the packages with 
provisions should have been so paid for, one of the Proceedings of the Board 
[No. 7*33, dated 20th September (2nd October)] passed over this in 
silence. 

On the 14th (26th) November the board considered it necessary to make a 
declaration that the contractor Alafuzoff,had delivered all the supplies contract- 
ed for in writing by him within the periods specified, vrhile their actual delivery, 
*in consequence of their having to be repacked in 4s\-pud packages was really 
much delayed. By such a declaration, the contractor would have been almost 
completely absolved from any fines for breaeli of contract on account of delay 
in delivery. However, as the contractor justified his actions, the Control member 
pointed out that, besides not fulfilling his written obligations in the matter of 
punctual delivery,^ the garlic liad up to date not been delivered at all. In Iiis 
explanation, given on the 19th November (1st December), the contractor said 
that the ewt. of garlic referred to had been delivered by him at Baku., 
This was found to be false as no such quantity of garlic had been delivered 
there in October or in November. 

In November, 12,266*4 bushels of flour were brought before the Astrakhan 
board for inspection, which, in the opinion of the Controller and the Surgeon, 
required most careful examination. Before this examination could be carried 
out, the Intendanee member bad made arrangements for the flour to be loaded 
on the barges, one of which had already gone out to sea. The loading of 
another barge had begun when the board arrived, but the latter succeeded in 
making an analysis, upon which it appeared that some of the sacks contained 
barley and pea ilour* This caused ife unanimous rejection. As for the flour 

* IFor example, tte laiirel leav^ aaid Tinegar were promised for tbe 30feb September (3 2tb Octo- 
ber) wllwei»iiptoly^*^ved outlie litb (8|.st) ‘October.— 




wlileli was seni off without bem^iiispected^tlie Chief CoatrolleiMBade arrange- 
ments for the officials of the Field Control to examine it before receiving it 
into the maga.zines^ and actually, when it arrived at Krasiiovodsk, 2 S3 sacks 
of rye flour were found to he mixed wnth barley. This affair made tlie Chief 
Controller request the Intendant of the Force to deterniiiie, in eionimiinieation 
with experts and the Control, whether such flour could he issued without 
danger to the health of the troops and how much the value of the mixture 
was below that of pure flour. The Chief Controller thought it just that 
the difference of price should 'be ' imposed as a fine of the member of the 
commission who had received the flour from the contractor and shipped 
it off. 

The opposition of the Controller, strengthened in an even more decided 
form by the representations of Surgeon . Rimsh, had this good result that the 
contractors began to supply articles of better quality than at first ; such a case 
as the bringing up of 5,4T0 cwt. of potatoes quite unfit for food, which were 
unanimously rejected by tlie board, was not repeated. The coincidence of 
views of the Controller and the Surgeon/^ I'epr.rled Cherevanski to the Imperial 
Controller, ‘^caused lejeetion to be made and undoubtedly caused the contractor 
to see that they could no longer behave towards government as in the patriar- 
ehab times of peace. . 

On his part the Commander of the Expedition wrote to Cherevanski : — I 
quite agree with your opinion in this matter. The good conduct of all the 
memliers of the Control io Trans- Caspia makes me perfectly understand the 
report you considered it necessary to make on this occasion. Tlie integrity of 
the Control should be officially recognized ; both justice and the interest of the 
State demand this. I am writing in this sense to the Chief of the Staff of the 
Cirele/^t 

As the Cliief Controller was convinced that all supplies had not been care- 
fully inspected by the receiving board before being shipped to the east coast of 
the Caspian (e. y., 15*7 d ewt. lime-juice, delivered from the Kherson medical 
store, and some other preserves were not iiis])eeted), he considered it far 
from useless to have them inspected again at (Jhikishliar and Krasnovodsk, 
before sending them up to the front. The Commander of the Expedi- 
tion agreed with with him and appointed a special board to inspect these 
supplies. 

In the same way, the supplies and stores landed at Chikishliar 
and Krasnovodsk wrere inspected after the receiving boards had been 
dissolved. 

On the inspection of the garlic delivered from the Baku supply-depot 
in January IbSl, it was found to be quite unfit for use and an expert 
pointed out that it could not have got into this condition during its 
transport across the Caspian. The Chief Controller applied to the Intendant 
of the Force to have the supply of garlic from Baku stopped and to take 
measures to have the loss Irom that, already furnished refunded to Gov- 
ernment. 

Besides this, as experience had shown that such vegetable products as 
garlic, onions, and radishes sent from the west coast were either already 
spoiled or soon turned bad in Trans-Caspia, the Chief Controller pointed out to 
the Temporary Commander of the Troops that it was necessary, once and for 

^ Letter from Cherevanski to the Imperial Controller, IJJo. 11, dated Astrakhan, SCth June (12th 
July) ISSOm -‘Author, 

t Letter No. 2982, dated 24th March (5th April) 1881. — Author, 
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•■allj to dls])8nse witli the supply of these articles from the west coast. They 
hardly ever reached the troops and got spoiled soon after their issue from the 
magazines. Thusj, e,g.^ on the 15th (37th) February 188 1 thei'e were ib(]*24 
cwt. of radishes in the Micliaelovsk supply-depot and by the 1st (Idtli) March, 
only *61 cwt. had been issued ; there were 1,646’4 cwt. of potatoes and 31 'Td; 
cwt. had been issued. 

The Cernmander of the Expedition quite agreed with this opinion \ and no 
vegetables were contracted for after the 1st (loth) J uly ISSl, the troops being 
ordered to cultivate kitchen gardens. 

In considering the action of the Control on the West coast, wrote 
General SkobelefEj “ one cann.^t but be astonished by the activity^ experjiiicej 
and practical knowledge of its members. Once more I have had an oppoitu- 
Jiity of convincing myself of the vast importance of a Control being estahiished 
with an army in the tield and of the devotion to the service which has inspired 
the officials serving in this important branch of the Imperial Administratnui. 
Such has been the impression produced on all giod men by the Control in t he 
past campaign. Regarding the differences of opinion between the reprcrumia- 
tives of the Control and the other members of the receiving boards, I have 
given orders through the Chief Controller that in important cases they are to 
bring their opinions as quickly as passible to my notice^ and are as a rule to- 
hold fast by their own opinion.'^'’ 

In tlie actual inspection of the supply-depots the Control discovered tlie 
following fa(;ts. 

In the Chat depot it appeared that the superintendent sold sup- 
plies as if they hnd been his own property, and eiujuiries made eoiPinnod 
this. In eonse([uence the superintendent was brought before a Court 
l^Iartial. 

A Field Contr >ller on inspecting the Yagli-Olum depot in August 1880 
found that, althi>iigli on tlie,bo('k3 of the depot 40*5 gallons of vinegar were 
borne, there was no vinegar in the depot, l)ut a sour rod wine instead, with 
none of the qualities of vinegar^ and which could not be issued to the 
troops. 

On further inspection of the depots aiid maguzhies on the Chikishliar-' 
Bami line the same was everywhere apparent, and the presence of this bad 
wine in the depot was considered by the Chief Conirtdler to be the fault of the 
Intendance of the force wliidi had concluded contracts for the supply of 
weak vinegar, thus without fixing a normal standard. In consequence of 
this, the Commander of the Expedition had to take measures to have vinegar of 
the right sort supplied. 

On the inspection of Krasnovodsk supply-depot at the same time, it was 
found that the wheat flour of a former delivery which had been brought from 
the Chikishliar depot contained worms and was caked and mouldy. A 
military board was in consequence assembled to take cognizance of this fact, 
and it discovered bran in 1,019 packages of wheat flour, wliicli should not have 
been mixed with it, to the amount of 3 pounds ijo)- tlicref(»re, 

recommended that this wheat flour, and also the 384 packages of rye flour in 
which worms had been found, should be issued to the troops to save further 
loss, % founds per pud being added to the rye and 3 pounds to the wheat 
flour to make up for the mixtures in them, the rye flour being issued half and 
half with fresh flour. 

In agreeing with the coUelusions of the Board, the Commander of the 
Expedition ordered strict enquiry to be made as to why flour of bad quality 
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lri!i !)er*i5 l.‘livf*r-d fr*jm Cdxi Id A lirir The pre.'^ence of the hran in 

isle IJM ot wheat- tiuur ej]?efl forth the fnOew'ui^* expre>'doii of 

iioiiri'in fi’uiii the Teiiip-;a’aiT .Comma! oler of the Troops : — 

From ! ho dav I lo.*k eooimi^rid of the IN* a m a no-ha ri district^ I have eon- 
ftraiilly met with eases of iatentioaal spoiling of Loiuo The rLhiciiltj of eon- 
troiiiiig the limr supplied, in peace time even eompellerl the Tiirkisfaii 
iiies^ as an experiiiieiiF to try the effe-et .of ..supplying the troops of the Andijan 
giirrisoii not with flourF hut 'with .grain in coiTespondiiig quantity; and 
luiils were hired in which the flour , was grouiid uy the trrtops irilerestecl. 
This measure;, in that place and nnder the peculiar coiKiitions of service in. 
Ihirkistaiij ought to hav^e given goo-d results ; .hut nnhiitiinately riij c]ey)ailii7e 
in l^T7 to Join the army of operations nipped the experiment in the 

‘'Afterwards^ when in comnianci of the Aliosk Army Corps, I hod opportunity 
of eonvincing myself of the prevalence of Fhe evil pwactices of other bodies 
hung mixed in the flour. This came. out espeeiallj at the inspectiim of the 
snppiy-depjts at iNiinsk^ 'Bo.risoff 3 .. Bobruisk^ .and Xesvij. I may snj with 
CHilaiiitj that to inspect the flour received in supply-depots with all the g*',iod. 
will in the wui Id and even wdtli the aid of iiakovitclFs apjpa.ratiis, i,s very 
diiiicaill even in peace time. . In hurried deliveries in time of war it is iinpos- 
silde to 'I'U'event sueli malp^ractiees on the yxirt of contractors. In peace time 
it is vety desirable to use tlmlTiedfs apparatus, which permits of liread being 
l)aked with grain, and this is especdally important at strategic points to wiiieli 
at pre.^eiit large quantities of biscuit and flour, which are easily spoiled, have 
to be bro-iigdit:'^^ . 

On the iitdd Control continuing to inspect the Ivransovodsk supp]y-dep(jt, 
the following facts were brought to light. 

Seven stacks of eoinpressed hay W'ere left uncovered, and, therefore, dining 
the rains, the hay became heated and mouldy. In consequence, the Tieid 
Control compelled the Superintendent of the supply-depot to take preservative 
measures, which were carried out. 

The Field Controller considered that, when 57,000 bushel.s of oats were 
sent from Kraiisovodsk to Chikishliar, only pvoperly covered paclvages should 
be sent off, so as to avoid w’aste. By order, this was entrusted to the Superin- 
tendent of the supply-depot, in w^'hose charge there were numerous packages 
torn by hooks and generally of bad quality, which ha<l been received by the 
Astrakhan .Board in such packages, in spite of the numerous protests of t,he 
Controller. 

At the request of the Fitdd Controller, a military board was assembled at 
Kraso-ovodsk to ins])ect the spirits delivered from Astrakhan and marked with 
the seal of the president of the board. This board, which co!isisted of the 
Field Controller, two expoits, the Superintendent of the supply-deput, and t hree 
oriicers, found that, Idij/ in 115 barrels, ii56*5 gallons were deiicdent, aTld,5/^d/y, 
that at 8*" il the spirit had only 75° of strength which correspiiiirled to 7t>* 
7° of strength at normal temperature, while the contract was for it to 
have 80° of strength. The experts testified that such a loss of strength could 
not proceed from normal causes. ‘‘ Therefore/^ as the Chief Controller pointed 
out to the Commander of the Expedition, “it only can be suppi^sed that these 
spirits were delivered by the contractor below contract strength. The Chief 
Controller also caused the experts to examine the spirits in the depots at 
Miehaelovsk and Mulla-Kari, and then requested the Caucasus Intendant to 
demand an explanation from the Astrakhan board. 

^ Gc-iioral Urdcr Xo. 357, date i Sth (20tli) October ISSO. — Aal/iur, 
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The Controller also found that the % 4es7jdtina weights of the Krasnovodsk 
snpply-depots were false and showed a weight of 4 pounds instend of 

1 thus diminishing the quantity of supplies issued to the troops. The 
weights were reported unserviceable by the Controller. 

On the inspection of the Chikishliar depot among other things the follow- 
ing was found out. 

In the store-house for materials, there were deficient shirting, 4,298 feet ; 
Flemish linen, 685 feet; uniforms, 42; trousers, 26; hoods, lb; boot-legs, 19 
pairs; uppers of boots, 225 pairs; soles, 2684 pairs ; and spare soles 21 6i'pairs. 
In this store there was some suspicion of these articles having been sold to 
private parties, as had also been suspected wnth regard to supplies. 

The Temporary Commander of the Troops, on receiving a report of this, 
ordered the necessary measures to be taken, and, on searching the house of tlie 
conductor in charge, 228*2 ewt. of rice-groats were found. The matter was 
brought before a Court-MartiaL’^ 

After inspection by the Field Controller and a Military hoard, 646*4 ewt. of 
rice-groats furnished by Lieutenant-Colonel Shtsherbina,, former Superintend- 
ent of the Chikishliar suj)ply-depot, were found to he caked, of green colour, 
and rotten, whilst the gruel made from them was bitter. In consequence, the 
groats were not taken over and were at once turned out of the depot to pre- 
vent their contaminating the other articles. 

The hay furnished by the contractor Gromoff to the Chikishliar supply- 
dep&t was, on inspection by the Field Controller and a military board, found 
to be damp and mixed with sand. The sorting committee appointed found that 
of 10,240 ewt. of hay contracted for, only 960 ewt. were fit for use, and 
that 5,936*64 ewt. had not been delivered. Notwithstanding, the Superin- 
tendent of the depot had given a I’eceipt to the contractor as if he had delivered 
the full quantity of good hay. The sorting committee assessed the loss to 
Government caused by the Superintendent of the depot at — for 18,552 jnuU 
(5,966*64 ewt.) of hay not delivered, at 40 Icop^^eh a pud, 7,606 ronlle^ 44 
icopech] for bad hay received, 9,667 pida (6,086*84 ewt.): in all 6,951 nmlles; 
cost of extra hay to improve that of bad quality, 479 roubles ; and working pay 
of the soldiers employed to sort the hay, 866 roubles*, in all 12,k)l 
roubles. 

The matter was brought before a Court-Martial, and in consideration of 
the loss to Government, the security given by the contractor was confiscated, 
and some payments due to him withheld, the total amounting to 12,161 roubles, 
thus reducing the loss to Government to 770 roubles. 

Regarding the deficiencies of hay in the Chikishliar supply-depot, the fol- 
lowing fact may not be without interest. The Field Controller, on inspecting 
the accounts of the depot, found an item of 489*6 ewt. of hay issued on the 
22nd January (3rd February). He was on that day in the depot and saw no 
large issue of hay, and on enquiry it appeared that a cheque for 489*6 ewt. of 
hay had been given to the conductor by the superintendent, but that instead 
of this quantity only 16*16 ewt. had been issued and no further issue made. 
On the demand of the Controller, the non-expeiided 476 44 ewt. of hay were 
re-entered in the books as a receipt. 

^ Tlie fomer superintendents of the Chikishliar snpply-depot, Lientenant-Colonel Shtsherbina 
and Lieutenant Trirogoff, had been brought before a Colirt-Martial by order of the Commander 
of the Ex])editton for malpraetices committed during their administration.— Keport from 
the Caucasus Intendaut, to the Minister, No. 6594, dated 27th February {11th March) 
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, On inspecting, tbe same depat in February .1 881, tbe .'B’ieM Controller foimd 
a su,rp,lns o¥er tlie amount' sbown in tbe books of 2£91*4 bnsbels of oats^ 644-1 
bushels of ije 49-6 ew’t. salt, 87-76 ewt. of rice-groats, and 23-6S cwt. of 
fruit acids. All these articles were entered by the Control , as government 
property. The deficiencies were insignificant. The Controller, however, re- 
marked that the cabbage was far from being in proper order. The brine 
leaking out from its barrels was not replaced in time or not replaced at 
all. Thus, for example, in the period (8 days) during which the inspection 
w^^iit on brine was pat into the barrels, 87 in number, and containing about 
,9iUj cwt, of eabbagre, to the extent of 27 to 40*5 gallons eaeli, and into one 
barrel as much as 6,7*5 gallons. By reason of the want , of brine the cabbage 
hail got covered with mould and was becoming parfeetly unfit for use. 
There were also in the magazine 85,940 rations of horse-biscuit, which had 
Cost (ioverrmient 42,970 roMefi, As they had begun to be mouldy, the 
Chief Controller asked the Temporary Conimander of the Troops whether 
it would not be advisable to issue these biscuits as quickly as possible, 
even though they had to be sent by the iMichaeluvsk line, where the 
supply of hay was attended with some difficulty, and this was accord- 
ingly done. 

in the supply depots between Chikishliar and Duz-Olum, no important 
deficiencies of stores against those shown in the accounts were discovered. 
The largest deficieney vi'as one of 8*62 cwt. of sugar in the Chat depot, 
but in it was also found a good deal of surplus on other supplies. In the 
Duz-Olum depot also some considerable deficiencies were discovered by the 
Control. 

in general, the field Controllers observed in their inspections of the depots 
that the regulalicms by whhffi officials of the military adininistiation should 
be guided in their periodical and non-periodical issues were not observed. As 
the neglect of these rules might have unfavourable resultvS for Government, 
the Chief Controllers requested the Temporary Commander of the Troops to 
give orders for tiie n gulations to be punctually complied with, which was 
done. 

On his inspection of the Bami supply-depot in February 1881, the Chief 
Controller h.und 48,878 rations of preserved meat, pea-soup and porridge, 
licrineticaily packed in metal boxes. Notwithstanding the short time which 
had elapsed since they were received from the manufacturers, the larvas of 
insects were found in them and these had in part generated. The Chief Con- 
troller, therefore, requested orders to be given for these nations to be issued as 
quickly as possible. Generally, however/^ WTote Chore vanski to the Com- 
mander of the Expedition, we must remember that our troops do not like p)re- 
served meats, and they would sooner have nothing but biscuit than eat such 
rations. This was also remarked during the Turkish war, when Government 
suffered great losses in the matter of preserved meats, and therefore it 
will not be useless to ask the War Minister whetheiq in view of the experience 
gained, it would not be better to give up the use of preserved meat 
in war.^^ 

It has been remarked that spirits were issued to the troops 77*72'' strong, 
while, according to Army Circular No. 116, 1876, sprits should be issued to 
troops with a strength of 75°. To prevent possible claims for deficiencies, the 
Chief Controller requested the Temporary Commander of the Troops to com- 
municate this to the force.'^ 


* Circular jSFo. 51, dated 20th March (1st April) 1885. — Aaihur. 



Here it must be remarked that ' t'he Superintendept of the Baml depot 
ri-ked to have a considerable quantity of.. < 7 ^/*, which had leaked out of the 
haiTfciis, struck off his books. A Board, assembled to report upon this leakag-e, 
f >and, amongst other things, that the barrels which had got soaked with glv] 
I;ad increased in weight by 10 to 30 pounds. This conclusion was laid before 
ihe Chief Controller, who could not agree with it until after a new and stricter 
inspection. Putting the correctness of the conclusions of the Board for tlie 
moment aside, the Controller was guided by the folloAving data. The Field 
Contrcdler had inspected 1,015 barrels of in the Krasnovodsk depot and 
had ulitained data as follows : — 

(/») the mean weight of ghi in each barrel was 5 ptiiB 5 pounds ,* 

(/>) the mean loss on each barrel was \ pud pounds; 

{c) the weight of each barrel after being soaked through with only 
exceeded the ordinary weight by 6 pounds ; 

id) leakage did not take place through the wood, but through the 
joints 

(e) ill consequence of this the unavoidable loss on each barrel could only 
be placed at 6 pounds on every b piuk b pounds, and the remaining 
waste was traceable to eircu instances which could have been pre- 
vented by more careful fastening of the hoops and more care generally 
of the barrels. 

As the precise determination of the degree of unavoidable loss of g//? was 
C'f great importance to Government, the Chief Controllor ordered the members 
i‘f the Field Contrcd to make now experiments, so as to verify the conclusions 
of the Band board. t After this, all the data could be put together, so as to 
form an idea of the percentage of losses from leakage. 

After inspecting the supply-depots on the Chikisliliar-Bami line in 
December IbSd, the Chief Controllor thought it necessary to change the con- 
ditions on whieli hay was obtained by contract. On this line bay was pre- 
pared of t\yo sorts, common and reed hay, the latter being allowed to the extent 
of J-th of the whole supply. C»mtraeti>rs asked the same prices always for 
sorts of Iny, and this kd to Government being cheated, as the contraetors 
always asked for })ermission to supply reed hay in a greater quantity than that 
stipulated for, and usually did so when the period of the concraet was about to 
expire, as then the need of hay was so gi’eat that it had to be got at any cost. 
Such permis'don had therefore to be granted although reed hay cost ]e>ss to 
gather and deliver at the depot, and was also less nourishing than ordinary 
hay. The Chief Controller therefore recommended that separate prices 
should be fixed for ordinary and reed hay, and General Skobeleff consented 
to this. 

In August 1880, the Field Control made a close inspection of the Chikish- 
iiar and Krasnovodsk hospitals. 

In the Chikishliar hospital it was remarked that white bread was issued 
much below the fixed contract conditions, that the hospital buildings required 
repair, that large crevices were found in the floors, that the stores had no 
dampers to keep in the heat, &c. 

, ^ Having been present when some sick men were embarked at Chikishliar, the 
Field Controller recognized the necessity of providing the sick with warm 
.clothing fur the sea pa,ssage by night. The hospital had ’no stores for this 

: ' ^ As aBexperimeint, the barrels were split opee and fcht'ir iutt;rior was found to be drj.— 

t The Band board hud uo O^^fttroJ attached to it, as the latter was absent from 
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but- oil this being brouglit to ttie notice o£ Countess the 

SnppriiiteiKleiit oi; the Red Cross Society^ the sieb were at once provided witii 
warm clothing, iiedding, and other articles which were not supplied by Goveni- 
ineiit from the stores of the Society. 

In reporting on the method of removing the sic-k from^ Cliikishliar to 
Pet.rovsk, the Chief Controller laid special stress on the fact that the Chikisliliar 
imspita] iiiiglit be overcrowded with siek and still there might bcgno way of 
increasing its aceoiiiraodatien. If the number of sick were increased and it 
were found impossible to remove them, as might easily happen during a storm 
ill the road-stead, tlie hospital would certainly not have enough beds. On this 
beiog l.a’oiiglit to his notice, General Skoheleff at once made arrangements for 
lot) extra beds being supplied. 

On a second inspection of these hospitals in January 18S1, the Controller 
foimcl that the iv]R!irs repurted previously by him as necessary had not lieen 
earric'd out. The lirspital committee planted out that they liud several times, 
both cifiicially and fh-ivately, requested the engineer olllcer to liave the repairs 
iiauio, but had always received the same answer that the materials were 
exi'ieeted from Baku. Tlie Chief Controller, on considering this matter, could 
not but call attcTKiwii to the fact that the repairs indicated ]>y him only re- 
quired a few hoards and slieets of tin, which could always have been obtained 
at Chikisliliar. By order of the Commander of the Expedition, these repairs 
were at' once carried out. ■ ■ 

On his inspeetio'ii of the Krasnevodsk hospital, the Feld Controller Emnd 
that the necessaries delivered from the Tiflis store were in a very unsatisfac- 
tory state. For exauiple, the linen was so badly waslied lliat traces of excre- 
ment and of p^ailtices still remained on it, 4 6 soldiers'^ mattresses, 201) nucler 
sheets, 300 shins, and pairs of drawers were quite rotten, and many of the 
cloth a-rticles were m )th-eaten. On this being reported otficially to the Caucasus 
Intendance, the linen was clianged and the unserviceable articles were sold 
by I'luhlic aiietion. lu his rejnort to the Commander of the Expedition, the 
Chief CoiitFidier iiiiished by saying: — It only remains for the Control to 
calculate the losses oii this o|?eration.^^ 

[u the inspf^ctinn uf Xo. ri, temporary field hospital at Barai, in addition 
to the faults winch might be attributed to the exeeptimial sitnaliim of 
this hospital, the Field Contv)ller brought specially to notice that the linen 
articles provided by the liileadaficc, such as bed linen, drawers, pillowcases, 
shirts, and towels, were iia^’rower iind shorter than those prescribed by regiila- 
fcioii by riy and inches, and sent notice of thisS to the Caucasus 
Inieiidant. 

Accoj'ding to the regulations for the Field Control, all departments 
■ware bound to Irring to its notice all contracts proposed to be made 
by them, so that the conditions might first be submitted to the field 
Controller. 

The No. 3 tempomry field hospital had made a contract for the cleaning 
out of its latrines without informing the Control first. The lowest price 
offered was 1:2X50 roubles. Hearing of this contract, the Field Controller pro- 
tested against its conditions and the manner in wdiieh it had been concluded 
iuily three clays^ notice having been given. This protest was handed in on the 
I Till (:29tli) November, and on the 19th November (1st December) a board 
|) ‘00 HineeJ the contract null and void. The result was that a contractor came 
■fiwward^ offering to undertake the operation for 3,000 roubles with other con- 
ditions favorable to Government. 
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The officials o£ the Field Control took part in all military boards assembled 
to inspect and report upon Government property. Tiiiis^ all the camels- 
bought by Government were inspected by special boards^ in which the Control 
officials took part^ and these boards also inspected the saddles and equipment 
for pack transport supplied. Of the equipment for pack transp )rt all the 
l^riOO kajdmalis inspected on the 10th (22^ud) July at Knisuovodsk were pro- 
nounced unfit for the purposes they had been purchased for^ as their arches 
were too thin and the wicker work of vine twigs was not strong enough. 
The hajawahs inspected at fJhikishliar were also pronounced unserviceable fur 
similar reasons.* A special board assembled for this purpose^ in the })resence' 
-of the Chief Controller^ considered that these hajdfoahs should be replaced by 
frames such as are used all over Central Asiiq for pack transport. This hoard, 
also after rejecting unanimously all the camel saddles sa])pliecl, proposed a- 
type which was approved of by the camel drivers. On the organisation of the 
transport service with camels brought by Government, it became necessary to 
draw up regulations for the accounts of receipt and loss of camels and stores* 
such as saddles, rugs, girths, frames, &c. The regulations drawn up by the 
Chief Controller for tins purpose and also a form for accounts, were approved 
of by a committee which worked them out. 

The Chief Controller also paid attention to the regulations for the pay- 
ment of money for the camels of the improved Turkuman transport, and the 
sums due to them after each journey were issued in the presence of a Control 
official. On the lITh (:T^ndJ August, however, when 74i,tjli) ronbles were 
issued to the caramn-bd'^hsiy the camel-owiters did not appear and therefoi'e* 
the Chief Controller expressed to General Skobeleif his opinion that it Avas 
necessary to warn the Eiders of the tribes to which the camji-owners belonged 
that the B-ussian Government would pay the prescribed siinitj in full. This 
was considered advisable, and the road commandant of the Abrak line was- 
ordered to take the necessary steps. 

On account of the very hard work and want of growing forage, the loss 
of camels in the convoys in December ISbO as mined huge dimensions. Thus, 
for example, the Srd Orenburg Convoy, which consisstei, in October, of l,;d0-ij 
camels, had only -ilQ when inspected by the Pield Controller on the iJth 
(•Ust) December. Similar and even greater losses wej'e experienced by all 
the other convoys. The Chief Controller therefore suggested to the Coni- 
mander of the Expedition that the suppriluous caraiKDiMUhn and camel- 
drivers should be discharged^ and this measure was carried out by General 
Skobeleff. 

By section 6, paragraph 12, of the instructions for the Control of the Traiis» 
Caspian Field Force, a preliminary verification of money issues from the field 
treasure chests might be carried out by the Chief Controller, if it was con- 
sidered necessary by the Commander of the Expedition. 

When inspecting the books of the field treasure chests in Trans- 
Caspia, the Chief Controller came to the conclusion, in July 18S(), 
that a Prelimiaary Control of money issues would be both advisable and 
useful. 

The departments which had money at their disposal had quite wrong 
views on the subject of advances. In the gTeater number of cases, as the 

* The hajawahs had also been inspected by the Lankorati receiving board. Of 12,48 Ir which 
had been brought before the Board, only 1,70(5 were received, and the remaining 10,778 w^ere 
condemned as quite unserviceable and were sold for firewood. They were too slight and had knots 
and splits in different directions, and in addition the arclies were uiiited by crossbars placed in hole 
in the sidebars and not by wicker-work. — Author. 
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Chief C^^ntruller saw from, .the.. doeuments -of the field treasure chests^ these 
flopartraeiits issued advances of the whole sum required to perform a certain 
epertition, when this operation took place- at the same station as the treasure 
chest. Accounts for these advances- hard! j ever reached the treasiiiy. Instead 
i'<f advances in m*aiey, re^’iikir .assign merits were made;, and sometimes for ten 
.or twenty tlioiisaiid. ronfjfes^ so- that the treasury could not judge, from the 
dncuiiients sent in, what sum was' to be paid for the- operation or by wliat 
means it was Ut he carried out. 

Having drawn up a ct>de of regulations for the Pitdiminary Control, on 
the 19th (3 1st I July, the Chief Controller laid it before the Coininaiider of the 
Expedition. After a few changes had bf^en made in several paragraphs, these 
regulations were coiifiniied by General Skobeleff, and published in General 
'Oix!ers.,-it>.r .guiidaiice.“'^ 

In laying the project before him, Cherevanski wu'ote totheCominander 
of the Expedition : “This experiment of a Prfdiminary Control of all money 
i'i’sues in war is the first of its kind which has been made in our system 
of ( h.)vernme:it accounts. Tlierefore if Your Exeellcney is pleased to approve 
of the project Itiid befv>re you, it may not be without results in the history of 
our financial reguiation'^.’’^ 

The “ Regulations for the preliminary control of money issues hy depart- 
ments and ofiiciais of the Field Treasury in Traiis-Cu'^pia^^ may be gummed 
up under two main heads. They prevented expenditure which was in evident 
noTi-confrd’iiiity with the regulations establislied by the Temporary Commander 
of the Troo[)S, and they enabled unauthorised demaiuls to be prevented in time, 
without waiting for the Control which w*ould only revise accounts on the 
terra illation of military operations, when the prevention of iinautiiorised issues 
was an impossibility. The fact of Government interests being violated 
should be followid by instant’ enquiry with a view' to preventing similar 
intTactions in future, and only in this manner could issues of money keep 
a check on their expenditure. “ At all events this is a pow'erful preventative 
against all robbery/^ vrus General Skobeleff’s remarks on CherevaBski’s 
project. 

How great was the prejudice against the introduction of a preliminary 
control may be judged from the N\'ords of such an authority as General 
Fetrusevitcli, wdio wrote : “The proposal to establish a preliminary control is 
evidently intended to enable the Control to put a break on the wdiole business 
at any time. Aot to speak of its being able to demand every document sent 
in already, or to be sent in, if any particular transaction displeases it, it 
can simjily wipe out the •whole affair. The rule that no assignment of money 
should be kept back more than two liours after its receipt seems to be wdtout 
meaning. Who is to observe this rule ? Is it the Controller W'ho does not 
approve of the expenditure in question? I am convinced that such a code 
wdll delay everything. The issue of money in military expeditions goes out 
of the sphere of preliminary controls. Expenses arise suddenly, and the 
non-isbue of money, if the Controller does not know or does not approve, 
may cruelly hurt the conduct of affairs. The only person bere who can 
authorise expenditure is the Officer Commanding the Troops. He is not, liow- 
ever, tied down to one place, and consequently the officials in charge of 
branches of the administration have often to make as signments and issue 
money on their own responsibility. All this is put a stop to by the rules made 

Ueiiemi Order Xo, 282, dated 11th (23rd) September 1880 1 Appendix 97 — -see Buies for the 
Prelmiinary Veneration of Money-issues from the Treasure Chests of the Trans-Caspian Field 
Force to Admmistexdug Departments and persons. — Author^ 
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by tlie Control. I tlierefore ' tliiiilv - tliat those' changes in the Control nmange- 
inents for the troops operatiiigy ill ^ Trajis-Caapia sliould not be peniiitted ; 
ai'Kl wilb regard to the preliminarj eontrob only section 6 of those rules 
sln-)u]*l be allowed to IhM good/. which permits of this Control being estaljiys^. 
ed wi'sen the Commander of the forces deems it necessary^, and not always and 
in all eases. 

Nothing like wlmt the Chief Controller has pro]>r)sed has ever l.feen pnt 
in practice befoiv, and is it possible that what it has b-‘eii found impossible to 
establish in other places will be found advantageous fm* us in such a country 
as this, where individual initiative, if not encouraged, will tie the hands of our 
In^ad, inz.y the Commander of the Expedition ? Dishonest men must be at once 
l>ronght to Justice, but it is impossible to tie our hands in the matter of ex- 
pendimre.'’'^- 

Tliis ^Yas the first time that a preliminary control had been established in 
Russia, and the thing was new to everybody. Notwithstaudiiig the modest 
limits of the rules proposed by Cherevaiiski, the Chief Controller foresaw 
that some authorities would see in them a dimitiog of tlieir rights, and would 
then complain of the evil effects of tying* their hands in time of war. He 
saw that men, who had been accustomed to consider war time as a period in 
which, so to speak, the ordinary laws of the Emjrire were slackened, would 
be more or less displeased. He, therefore, resolved to manage affairs so 
as to diminish this discontent and reduce it to a matter of sim]de grum- 
bling. For the good of the service he thought it necessary to bring* in the 
preliminary control more or less gradually at first. f With this view, he gave 
in.^t ructions to his subordiriate oltkdals in whicli, among other things, it was 
stated : You will direct all your efforts to calm that feeling of irritation, 

which will luidoii] )teclly arise in the minds of some authorities, by preliminary 
board-s or, in extreme cases, by abstainibg from anything which might 
hurt their feelings. At first you must weigh with special cave the results 
of recognising assignments as pajmble, or conditionai.dy payable, and before 
coming to a decision, you must eousider carefully the rules laid down for your 
guidance ■ and guard the interests of Government. I shall not tiaaihle you 
with examples, as practice will supply you with a large number of them ; but 
as a guiding idea let me suggest to you that to satisfy the troops is your first 
duty and then you may think of noting assignments as payable if there is 
an absence of formality about them. You must know that a large number of 
perfectly irregular issues of money have beeen made in consequence of non- 
eomprehensioii of regnlations or upon, some order or another, and in such cases 
I request }ou not to stop payment, but to report to me, so that I may lay the 
matter before the Commander of the Expedition. As a rule do not entertain 
the idea that this preliminary control is necessary to strengthen our hands, 
and is only a means of giving our officials power and importance. This 
control' will be applied, and you, who have received beforehand from me 
these hints as to the line the preliminary control has to take, must not 
bring it into disfavom* by insisting too strongly on the rights conferred 
upon you.J^^ 

This control was brought into force in Krasnovodsk on the 16tli 
(28th) October and with the advance force on tiie 8 0th October (11th 

* Notes dated 4th (16th) August 1880, in the Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian I’ield 

V iPorce, No. 49 of ISSO, -^Authot, 

, t tteport from Cherevanshi to the Imperial Controllei.^ ted 23rd September (5th October) 
18^, No. 216.^AuthQr. , 

^ '. 'f Secret Circular from the Chief Controller to the Control Officials, — Author, 
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November)^ and at Cbikisliliar ■' in December on tlie ami’^al o£ a tWrd 
Controller. 

Tile following facts were brought, to light during the operations of the 
preliminarj control. 

Some corps demanded forage money instead of forage in kind for pack 
animals which did not actually exists these demands being based on sections 675 
and Book IVj Chapter i, of the Code of Military LaW;, 1859^, by which 
commanding officers had the right of selling, changing, or usings as their 
own riding horses, transport horses, without giving accounts of the sums 
received, on condition that any money gained in this way should be placed to 
the credit of regimental funds, if the full number of horses was not kept 
up. On this ground, one corps asked for forage money instead of forage in 
kind for 69 Government transport horses which it ought to have had on its 
strength. According to the information of the field Controller, which was 
confirmed by the Commander of the Corps, it appeared that, although the latter 
had actually received 50 roulles in hand to buy 69 horses, he had only 
bought 

On examining this matter, the Chief Controller found that in war forage 
can only be issued in kind, and that for the actual, and not for the regulation, 
number of horses. He, therefore, demanded the return of all the money to 
Government, and this was done. 

On inspecting the accounts of money paid for loading and unloading 
articles in the harbours of Krasnovodsk and Michaelovsk and at the island oif 
Ran, the Controller found that double payment had been made for loading 
and unloading some articles, ?*.<?., they had been paid for separately at each 
place. Thus there were noted as having been paid both at Krasnovodsk and 
Michaelovsk from the same ships : €so Tavriz^ 360 rails ; Lion of Leiour^ 
250 rails; Armenian^ 3 trucks 477 rails 6 sleepers; Khuidddd^ 6 trucks and 
6 sleepers; Mirza-^Abdd^ 400 pieces of tubing 100 poles 2,366 double, planks, 
154 treble planks, &e. 

To avoid misunderstandings, the Field Controller, before further action, 
consulted with the Commander of the Troops at Krasnovodsk, Colonel Maka- 
rofi:, A. D. C., who not only confirmed the conclusions of the Controller, but, 
on inspecting the books, stated that the No. 4 temporary field hospital had 
been unloaded by the men of the hospital detachment under his command, 
while in the books it was stated that this operation had been performed by a 
contractor. 

In consequence of this, the Field Controller, on revising the assignments of 
39,091 fouUe$ to the contractor, considered it necessary to retain 10,000 
TOtibleB for Government till accounts had been settled up with the contractor, 
the remainder being issued to him, so that he might pay bis workmen and 
prevent them from refusing to work. 

A special board was appointed, by order of the Commander of the 
Expedition, to examine the accounts for loading and unloading at these 
harbours. 

Not to overburden this narrative with facts concerning the operations of 
the preliminary control, there has been compiled and placed in a special 
Appendix (No. 98) a list of the assignments noted as unpaid or conditionally 
paid in November 1880. 

As a general characteristic of the unauthorised claims discovered by the 
preliminary control, we may give the following examples“(l) claims for carriage 
on ordinary and not special Journeys on duty from persons who received 
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forage money for draught and riding horses ; (2) claims for forage money at 
local prices higher than those at the places where the claimants were stationed; 
(3) claims for forage money from persons holding acting appointments at the 
same rate as if they actually held these appointments ; (4) claims from some 
commanders of non-detached battalions for forage and ration allowance at the 
same rates as those of regiments and detached battalions ; (5) claims from 
officials in the Trans-Caspian Military District for field ration and forage 
allowance on an increased scale;, as they were not borne on the establishment 
of the forcej &C.;, &c. 

As a rule no official complaints were made by the persons from whom 
money deductions had been made by the Field Controllers. 

In addition to the verification of assignments before payment, the Com 
mander of the Expedition tbongbt it on several occasions advantageous, befor 
taking his own decisions, to lay certain matters before the Chief Controller. 
We shall give some examples of these : — 

(1) Intendant Kalnitski permitted Lieutenant Trirogoff to furnish 900 
camels for the transport of artillery stores from Chikishliar to Duz-Olum at 10 
roubles 70 kopecks a camel. Having finished this operation, Trirogoff de- 
manded the repayment of 2,784 roubles oi his own money spent by him. On 
enquiring into^ this matter, the Chief Controller discovered an incomprehensible 
condition in Kalnitski's arrangements. In fixing the price per camel he had 
not laid down the weight of stores which each was to carry. Lieutenant 
Trirogoff had taken advantage of this and had put upon each animal loads 
considerably below the normal, beginning with 6 p^ids\ With normal loads of 
i0^?/<^5the Chief Controller considered that instead of 2,784 roubles, TrirogofE 
should only be paid 751 roubles, 

^ (2) The Intendance had paid 2 rc?^5fe5j?<??’camelj!7<?f to the contractor 
Teroganoff, in all 11,370 roubles, and had then requested the Temporary Com- 
mander of the Troops to confirm this expenditure. The Chief Controller found 
that this arrangement of the Intendance could not be confirmed, as an opera- 
tion of this magnitude exceeded their rights and the prices were excessively 
high. At the time when this operation took place the usual price for a camel 
was 1 rouble per diem, which, in the case under consideration, would <yiYQ only 
5,685 roubles, ^ ^ J 

(3) Under the pressure of urgent circumstances, drivers had been 
hired at Chikishliar without any conditions being distinctly laid down, and 
when the transport was finished, they complained that they had not received 
theii full pay fiom Government. The road commandant proposed to satisfy 
them by letting them off payment for forage received by them from Govern- 
ment to the amount of 1,S0Q roubles. According to an opinion expressed 
by the Chief Controller, the complaints of the araba drivers were gone 
into by a special board on which a Control official also sat, and which, 
following the course indicated by the Chief Controller, found that the araba 
drivers had received not 1,300, but more than 4,300 roubles worth of Gov- 
ernment forage. 

To avoid such misunderstandings, so unfavourable to Government, the Chief 
Controller, recognising that the hired araba drivers could not carry out the 
transport if the issue to them of forage as a loan from the government supply- 
depots was stopped, drew up regulations by observing which a correct account, 
ot the torage issued on loan eoul(J be kept. 

These rules were as folio wa :~The station commandant or the qontractor for 
isport Mit itssue to araba or waggon an aecotmt 


isport wilt issue to 
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book withstring and seal^ in which are to be entered the name of the ataha 
driver^ how many horses^, ambm^ or waggons he has^ what qnantitj of stores he 
carries^ and from what place to what place^ and where he wishes to receive pay- 
ment. To draw forage, the arala driver presents his hook to the station com- 
mandant, Tvho, after verifying his demands, accompanies him to the local depot, 
the superintendent of which signs in the book to the quantity of forage issued. 
The superintendent of the magazine at once informs the Intenclant by whom 
the uraba driver or contractor is to be paid of the forage issued, and the In- 
tendant will only issue payment if, after comparison with the information 
furnished by the superintendents, the book is found to be correct. Station com- 
mandants and transport contractors are to inform the Intendant by whom 
payment is to be made of every book issued.* 

The Staff of the Field Force constantly applied to the Chief Controller 
for opinions on many subjects and on proposals of heads of departments. 
Thus, for example, the Chief Controller expressed his opinion upon the 
establishments for the management of the condensers and the electric light 
at Miehaelovsk, the establishments and working of the Trans-Caspian 
Railway, &e. 

The Commander of the Expedition expressed his appreciation of the ser- 
vices performed by the Field Control in a letter to Cherevanski in the end of 
March 1881, and in his last General Order to the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 
No. dated St. Petersburg, 16th (2Sth) May 1881. 

NowV^ wrote General Skobeleff to Cherevanski, ^Hhe expedition has 
come to an end and General Rblirberg has been appointed by the Emperor 
to succeed me, and therefore I think it right to express to you, my dear 
Sir, how very useful in my earnest convietiou the work of the Field Control 
has been, and how the members of the Control have earned the endless 
respect of all who have the interests of the service at heart or who have been 
placed above them. — 

I conclude by a positive declaration that in my opinion it is impossible 
to carry on active operations without the Control participating in them to a 
very large extent.f 

^^The Order of the 16th (‘^Sth) May ran: In handing over the 

command of the troops and the accounts of the past expedition, I shall always 
remember with feeling of boundless respect my dear comrades in Trans- 
Caspia. 

‘^The expedition entrusted to us by His Majesty the Emperor, wdjo now 
sleeps with God, and which His Imperial Highness the Gominander-in-Chief 
of the Army of the Caucasus characterised as one of the most diifK*iilt 
ever undertaken, has now been brought to an end, thanks to the endur- 
ance and bravery of the splendid Caucasus troops and the unsurpassrd 
devotion and feelings of duty of all soldiers and civilians who have served 
in it/" 

The enormous difficulties of service on the lines of communication in a 
still unpacified country with such unfavourable conditions of climate and 

^ General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, No. 458, dated 14th (26th) October 1880 : Be- 
ports on the operations of the Field Control submitted by the Chief Controller to the Temporary 
Commander of the Troops, 1880, Nos. 26 and 66, dated 1st (13th) and 12th (24th) July ; 
No. 135, dated 20th Aiigiist (1st September) ; No. 210, dated 16th (28th) September ; 
Nos. 393 and 405, dated 7th (19th) and 13th (25th) December; Nos. 85, 87, and 111, dated 
6th (17th) and 11th (23rd) February 1881 ; Nos. 210 and 276, dated 5th (17th) and 23rd March 
{4th April) : Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, 18S0, Nos. 10 and 49- — 
AutMor, 

t Xietter No. 2982 dated 24th March (5th April) 1881.— , 




supplies make it my duty to thank all those who have served on those 
lines^ and who have not had the good fortune to be engaged with the 
enemy. - 

The close connection which has existed throughout the whole of the Akhal- 
Tekke Expedition between my troops, the civil field administration, and 
myself, lias once more shewn how honourably Eussians serve their Fatherland. 
The Control which was established on a sound and independent footing 
has succeeded in proving its competence and zeal in the complicated circun^ 
instances in war. I am glad to express my conviction that the timely 
establishment of a preliminary control set my mind at rest, and that is the 
besfpledge of success for the leader of such an extensive and risky expedi- 
tion. I thank the medical, treasury, postal and telegraph officials and 
the engineers who constructed the Trans-Caspian Railway/'’ 



CHAPTER Xl%. 

Medico-topograpliical dejscription of 'Tratis-Caspia — Conditions militating against the health 
of tlie troops in 1879 — Sickness and mortality in 1879 — Compofcition of hospital estub- 
lisliments in 1880-81 — Sanitary nieastires — Siokness and mortality in 1880-81— 
Eemoval of the sick — Disinfection of the comitry — The Red Cross Society. 

Tub couBtry througli wliicli the troops tad to move to react the Aktal- 
Tekke oasis is in every way different from the oasis itself. The latter, 
which begins at Kizil-Arvat and extends to the south-east along the foot of 
the Kopet-Diigh range as far as Gavars, covers a tract 2d6 i:ersfs (157| miles) 
long and from 5 to 15 versls (3-^ to 10 miles) broad, which, although 
insufficiently watered, is tolerably well cultivated. On the other hand, 
the scene of the advance of our troops from Chikishliar to Bami, along the 
rivers Atrak and Sumbar and from the Bay of Miehaelovsk to Kizil-Arvat, 
is in every respect a desert. 

The whole country between the Miehaelovsk and the Atrak lines is a 
salt plain, covered in places with a thin layer of sand, which has in some parts 
been driven by the wind into hills and hillocks that change continually^ in out- 
line. For the most part, the soil is friable, argillaceous, and much cut up 
by floods so that in dry weather it is covered with a fine dust, and 
in the rains it forms a huge swamp which it is excessively difficult to 
traverse* 

Both the bases of the expedition, Chikishliar and Miehaelovsk, are 
military settlements situated on the flat sandy shore of the Caspian Sea : 
Chikishliar, on account of its specially low-lying position, being much 
exposed to inundations during the storms caused by the strong north-west 
winds. 

The route from Miehaelovsk runs for the first 27 a (IS miles) to 
Mulla-Kari and somewhat further over sand hills, and then, as far as Bala- 
Ishem, traverses argillaceous salt tracks lying between small hillocks and de- 
pressions. Thence to the A there again stretches, in a line parallel with the 
Little Balkhans, a desolate and uniformly level waste beginning at Akhcha- 
Kuima. 

The route from Chikishliar, after running for the first 6 versts (4 miles) 
across sands, enters a salt plain which extends to the Atrak. The ground along 
this river is tolerably level, but rises gradually as Chat is approached, the latter 
place being situated on the pi^omontory between the Atrak and the Sumbar. 
Here the soil is clayey and much cut up by rain, and the Atrak and Sumbar 
run in deep beds, so that the descent to the water presents considerable difficulty* 
After Chat the country becomes hilly, though still retaining its desert charac- 
teristics right up to Khwaja-Kala. The Kopet-Dagh range, which in 
places attains a height of &,300 feet, is of sand or lime formation quite 
devoid of fossils. At the foot of the hills and close to the oasis are some 
mud and limestone strata in which have been found some organic remains 
of the chalk formation, and in the ravines in the bed of the Sumb& are 
strata of clay and coarse sandstone of the tertiary formation. 

On entering the oasis by either road a clayey soil is met with, which, in 
the neighbourhood of the numerous mountain streams and irrigation channels 
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that traverse it, is covered with a thin layer of very fertile black soil The 
soil of the gorges in the hills also consists of decayed vegetation and matter 
evidently of alluvial origin. 

Water is mostly obtained from dug-out wells in the desert country, 
although the water of the Atrak, Sumbar, may also be used : that in 
the oasis comes from springs and streams flowing from the Kopet- 
D%h. 

Both the well water and that from the rivers on the Miehaelovsk and 
Atrak lines must be considered as in the highest degree injurious, for this 
has been shown to be the case by an analysis of it made hy Dr. Otteii and by 
its effects on the men during the Expedition of 1879. 

At Chikishliar, in consequence of the unusual humidity of the air along the 
sea-eoast, the atmospheric vapours become concentrated on the sand dunes round 
the place and thus form the well water. On account, however, of this 
humidity being derived from the sea, the water thus formed is saltish, and,, 
being also filtered through asalt soil mixed with organic germs near Chik- 
ishlidr, it is only fit for use for one or two days after a well has been dug. It 
soon gets the taste of sea water, and after that becomes discoloured and has 
a bad smell. 

The water of the Atrak, Sumbar, and Chandir is little better. Flow- 
ing in clayey beds, it sometimes has more of the appearance of liquid mud 
than of water, and as in these rivers there are undoubtedly salt springs 
(such as that at Chat on the Sumbar almost at the point where it falls into 
the Atrak), the water in them is scarcely more potable than is that of the 
wells. In addition, on account of the mud, this water cannot be drunk in 
its natural state, and therefore requires to be filtered. 

On the Miehaelovsk line, from the sea up to Kazan jik, thvve, are only 
brackish wells in hollows in the depressions of the desert and these lie mostly 
in groups, and have the appearance either of open pits, or of covered cisterns 
with walls and vaults wattled with sahaid wood. The depth of the latter m 
sometimes 2 I feet and their breadth about 7 feet. In the vaults of these cisterns 
holes are made about 2^ feet in diameter and in these rain water is collected 
by means of channels cut for the purpose, but, on account of the mass of 
germs, &c., and the salt character of the soil, the supply soon acquires a bitterly 
salt taste and a yellow colour, and becomes quite unfit for human use, as, for 
example, at Aidin. 

With the fine springs of Kazanjik 120 (80 miles) from Michcicl- 

ovsk, begins an abundant and excellent water-supply along the road which, 
continues right up to Kizil-Arvat. 

To better show the kind of water we had to deal with during our expedi- 
tions, we may here adduce the following data from a pamphlet by Dr., 
Keldish, entitled The AhhdUTehhe Field hospitals in 1879. 

The worst water which can be used by men, according to the opinions of 
the Sanitary Commissions convened at Vienna and Weimar in 18G4<, ought to 
contain in 100,000 parts no more salt than the following : — ■ 


Lime, natron, and magnesia 
Azotic acid 
Snlplinrio acid ; , 

Chlorine in the fotm CK -Sflts?. 


Organic mattei 

umr 


b ^ the temperature being raised 


wliile Otten's analysis gave the following %ares in ronnd numbers for every' 
100;>0130 parts of water : — 

A, JFor well: water i/ 


Dry remains .... . 


, Parts." 

149*20 

In those remains, organic matter 

... 

10*00 

Ditto, natron, potash, magnesium, calcium 

and silica 

... 

70*96 

Acid, sulphuric 

... 

16*00 

Acid, carbonic 


14*28 

.Acid, chloric ... ... 


48*60 

Tor river icatei — 

Cbarsdir and SumLar. 

Atmk.'. 

Dry remains 

150*00 

154*80 

In those remains, organic matter 

13*60 

12*00 

Ditto natron, magnesium, calcium, and 

silica 

81*70 

65*92 

Acid, sulphuric 

6i;;*oo 

00*0*0 

Acid, carbonic 

8*02 

6*20 

Acid, chloric 

2S*76 

29*12 


This analysis shows that the water of these rivers contains as many hurt- 
ful ingredients and as much natron and magnesia in solution as the well water, 
and therefore its use for coohing presents no acU^antages over that of well 
water. As a characteristic of both river and well water may be noted the 
absence of azotic acid, the influence of which in small quantities is said to be 
beneficial to the digestion. 

The other cliina tie conditions of Trans-Caspia, cannot be described as espe- 
cially bad since the native Turkiimans, are strong and healthy. The climate 
of the oasis itself, whirh is much modified by the proximity of the hills, the 
gorges of which are full of vegetation and trees, may even be called very 
good ; the desert, however, in its wearying monotony cannot but exercise a 
depressing moral effect on those who are strangers to it. 

''J he air of the desert which is dry and burning, is very damp along the littoral 
and, at a high temperature is very stifiing and diffieiilt to breathe. This is 
especially noticeable at Chikishliar where the men of the force were literally 
bathed in perspiration after a sea-breeze. The temperature of the air varies in 
summer from F. to 122"^ in the sun, the heat in a kibitka being hardly 4^^^ 
less. At Ghat in J uly and August 1879 the temperature reached (Fah. 

* In I)r. Keldish^s I>ook, from wliirh the above figures are taken, other data regarding the 
Chikishliar water, from an analysis made by Or. Gaberkorn, are given. This latter analysis, Br. 
Keldish says, is incorrect, as the experimenter had not the liecessary instruments. Gaberkorn gives 
a difierent analysis and states that in the Chikishliar water there are in 100,000 parts G2‘5 parts 
Ca, 0, CO®, (Fonniila carbonate of lime). 

125 parts PO“, Mg®, 0®, NH®. (Pyrophosphate of ammoniacal magnesia). 

625 „ Ag., Ci. (Chlorate of silver). 

187*6 „ Ba. 0. SO®, (Sulphuric acid of barmm). 

Beducing these data to the general rules, we get the following mixture in the watei'-snpply of 
Trans-Caspia, per 100,000 parts : — 

Sulphuric acid SO^ — 64'7 parts ... ■ Mg*, 0* — 3B*0 parts. 

Chlorate Cl, — 208*3 parts ... OoO. — 35 parts. 
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Observations taken at Cbikishliar give the following results 

1st (13tli) Ap'il Temp. 77° F. calm and clear. 

2nd (14tli) „ „ 8Sf „ 

3rd (15th) ,, 

4th (16th) „ „ 79i-° „ 

6th (17th) „ „ 83f „ 

Gth (18th) „ „ 86° „ 

7th (19th) „ „ 86° „ 

8th (20th) „ „ 81|° „ 

9th (21st) „ „ 90f „ 

10th (22ticl) „ „ 814° n \ 

nth (23ra) „ „ 77° ,, 

12th (24th) „ „ 95° „ 

13th (25th) „ „ 92f ,, 

l4th (26th) 5} ' y'f 93-}t j? 

15th (27th) „ „ 95° „ 

l()th (28th 1 „ „ 95° „ 

17th (29th) 5, „ 82 H° „ 

18th (30th) „ 90|° „ 

19th April (1st May) „ 974° 5, 

2uth (2n,d j> ) »» 9/4 a 

21sb „ (3rd „ ) „ 95° 

22nd „ (4th „ ) „ 81-| „ 

23rcl „ '5th „ ) „ 86° „ 

24th „ (6tb „ ) „ 99-1° „ 

25th „ 7th ) „ 95° „ 

26th „ (8th „ ) if 95° „ 

27th „ (9th s> ) » 704 jj 

28th „ (10th „ ) „ 704" » 

29th „ (llth „ ) ,, 83f „ 

30th „ (12th „ ) „ 90|° „ 

Isfe {13th) May „ 921° „ 

2nd (14th) „ « 74f „ 

3rd (15th) „ „ 09f „ 

4th (IGth) „ „ 921° „ 

5th (17th, „ „ 814° „ 

Gth (18th) „ » 77° „ 

7th (19th) „ 65f „ 

8th 20th) „ „ 88-4° » 

9th (21st) „ „ 95° „ 

loth (22nd) „ „ 74-f „ 

llth {23rd) „ „ 814" » 

12th (24th) „ „ 904° „ 

13th (25th) „ „ 95° „ 

14th (26th) „ „ 92f „ 

15th (27th) „ „ 794° „ 

16th (28th) „ ■ >, 904" „ 

17th (29th) „ „ 924° „ 

18th (30th) „ „ 92r » 

19th {31st) 5 , „ 92f „ 

20th May (1st June) „ 921° 

21 st „ (2nd „ ) „ 86° „ 

22nd (3rd 95 j, 

23rd „ (4th ^ ) „ 96° „ 

24th „ (5th „ ) „ 904 « 

25th „ {6th „ ) *, 95° „ 

26th ,|, (7th jji ) >1 994 p ff 

; . * 27th {8th ) ,1 92|° >, (1011° maximum) calm and clear, 

, 28th 5 >. (9th j,.. ;> „ „ 86 ° ,5 (104° waicimm) moderate wind, cloudy, 

' t 29th (10th I - 83f° „ (95° dark cloud®, 

^ 0 ’:" ' « ■' 

30th „ (llth ^ ); ^ ' 904 „ moderate wind, cloudy, 

31st „ ’ (12th v; ! 86° ,, strong 


slight wind, clear. 

„ „ cloudy, 

calm, cloudy, 
slight wind, clear, 
strong wind, rain, 
calm and clear. 


slight wind, clear. 
(1064° 7mxxinhum) < 
(113^^ maximum) 
strong wind, cloudy 
slight „ „ 

„ j, clear. 


moderate wind, cloudy, 
slight „ „ 

calm and clear. 

„ and cloudy. 

( 1024 ° maximum) calm and clear, 
strong wind, dark clouds, rain in evening and 
at night. 

,, „ rain, 

slight wind, cloudy, 
calm and clear. 


moderate wind, cloudy, 
calm and clear. 


„ „ dark clouds, rain in evening, 

,, „ ,, ,, rain, 

calm and cloudy. 

„ clear. 

strong wind, dark clouds, rain. 

„ „ cloudy, 

slight wind, „ 

„ „ clear, 

calm and cloudy, 
strong wind, cloudy, 
calm and clear. 
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The temperature \ms taken at 11 A.M .5 as after ttiis Iiour a lower tliemio- 
meter was always observed. The figures placed within brackets above 
inilicate the highest temperatare of the day^ whieh was iisiiallj attiaiied about 
10 A. M.j and lasted for not more than half an hour. The prevailing wiiid 
was north-westerly^ changing oeeasionally to north or wett. A southerly 
was not observed during the whole two months and an easterly wind once only. 
The wind almost always rose at 11 a. m., and the nights and iiiorniiigs were 
'generally calm 1 — ' 

Temperatui'e. 


1st {13th) June 
Snd (14th) „ 

3ra (IStli) „ 

4th (lOcli) „ 

6H1 (17th) „ 

6th (ISth) „ 

7th (IMi) „ 

8 th „ 

9U> (21, si) „ 
loth (22nd) „ 

nth (23ra) „ 

12th (21,lh) „ 

13th (25th) „ 

14th (2iJth) ,1 
loth (2rth) „ 

Itltii (£8th) „ 

17th (29th) „ 

18th 30th „ 

19th June (1st July ) 


20th 
21st 
22 Dd 
23rd 
24th 
25 th 
2Gth 
27th 
28th 
29th 


(2nd 
{3i-d .. 
(4th „ 

(oth ff ' 

{8th 

(rti. 

(Sth „ 
(Sth „ 
(10th „ 
(llth „ 


Sir 

8l|° 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

7or 

79r 

ror 

79r 

s2r 

79r 

ror 

79r 

79r 
81 i° 

ror 

sir 

79;r 

ror 

79r 

793' 

77“ 

77° 

Sir 

831“ 

ssp 

Sir 


F. 86“ 

„ 97t° 
„ 97?° 

99r 
„ 92r 

92r 

s»2r 

9or 
ssr 
„ 86 ° 

„ S6° 

.. 90J° 

„ sr 
eor 

97 r 
„ sivr 

.. »or 
86 ° 
9or 

„ 95“ 
95“ 
95“ 
97F 
99r 
95“ 

„ 9or 
9or 
„ 9or 


F. 


si-r 
Sir 
si-r 
sir „ 
sir „ 
sir 

sir ” 

79:r „ 

77“ „ ' 

79r „ 

79r 

791° „ 

79f“ „ 

79r 
7»r „ 

79r 

791° at 

79]“ „ 

rain all ilar* 

79F 

79;f 

77^ 

79r 

n 

79? ,, 

79;i-^ n 
79? ,, 

79? . 


In winter^ in October^ November, and December, the tempcn’ature of the 
air at noon rose to 77**.P. and seldom fell below 51?. In t,lie end of December 
or in January the crests of the Kopet-Dagh were for some days cove.red with 
snow. 

The wind was tolerably frequent, ■ especinlly at sunset when a sort of 
night breeze set in being caused by the great fallin the temperature of the air. 
Such breezes blew every evening at Chat, not for any length of time but with 
great force, their moaning depressing the spirits of the men. Besides these 
prevailing winds from the N. W. and N. N. W. a north wind sometimes 
blew. Winds from the south-west and especially south-east (called parmnr) 
blew very seldom, but were almost insupportable on account of the gi*eat heat 
and dryness of the air in the desert which accompanied them. These vriiids 
caused even healthy men to bleed at the nose, but luckily they blew very seldom 
and only for a short time. Sudden whirlwinds aceompanied by sand spouts 
were tolerably common, appearing usually in the midst of calm weather, over- 
turning MhUkm^ and destroying' everything that came in their way. The 
troops who were then at Bami will long reraenoiber such a whirlwind on tlia 
night of the 15th*^16th (27ih-^28th) February 1881, by which the hospital 
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camp was overtlirowiij tents tom to pieces^ kits scattered, articles broken^ and 
man j sick contused.'^ 

Rain seldom falls, except in winter, ?\e.j in Fobruary and March ; it is of 
^reat beiieBt as it improves the watm' in the wells and refreshes the air, which, 
during the long droughts, has become tilled with dust. In 1880 rain fell only 
on the'^SSrcl August (dth September) , 151h (:I7th Cctoher), and ]9th Nrivember 
(1st December), and then there was dry weather till the lltii (:3drd January) 
1881. 

The steppe vegetation of the country is in the highest degree poor. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Keldisli^s notes, the principal varieties are : — 

(1) A creeping plant called picliah of the Convoh^olacea? family which 
grows in the sand ; camels will eat it occasionally and when they 
are hungry. 

(^) Jmitak [Alhagi camellormn), the usual food of the camel, used in 
some parts of Central Asia for the manufacture of a peculiar sort 
of gum, from which the natives prepare a decoction named 
iarenjeUn, Besides this, Janfal'^ mixed wdth clay, is used for 
smearing the walls of the mud huts and the ramparts of the fort- 
resses of the Turkiimans. 

(3) Sahavl {Anabasis anwiodenilra). — A shrub which growls to a height 

of 10|feet, and is found in sandy localities, tiahaulm used as 
fire-wood, and being dry and hard it burns for a long time and 
gives out much heat. There is little of it in the steppe, but it. is 
more frequently found as the hills are approached. 

(4) Irgdn , — A reed growing on the l)aiiks of the Alrak and Sumbar 

and also on many lagoons of the Caspian. 

The flora of the oasis is richer and more varied, especially in those parts 
which are abundantlj^ supplied with fresh water. Thus in the deliles of Kizil- 
Arvat, Bami, &e., are found maples, cedars, and Caucasian junipers, and also 
bushes such as barberry, rose, llhuinnns^ Tgciiim^ Glemaiis is found 
creeping among these bushes. Tiie mills and canals of the Tekkes are 
surrounded with willows. 

Among the field crops the principal place must be assigned to a kind of 
maize which is much used as food for men, but more especially for horses. All 
the more important Tekke settlements are surrounded by fields of it. hlelon 
and water-melon beds are also met with but vegetable gardens and vineyards 
are only found round the very largest villages. 

The troops met with wild asses (y^wZa;^), goats [jairdn)^ and wdld pigs 
{lcahdn)f especially on the banks of the rivers; but tigers and panthers are also 
seen with tolerable frequency, their skins being often noticed in the possession 
of Turkumans. These animals are, however, not indigenous to this part of the 
country, but come along the reedy hanks of the rivers from Mazandaran and 
Astrabad. The bird most frequently seen is the steppe partridge ; pheasant 
are very seldom met with. At Chat and Chikishliar there are many larks, 
but no sparrows, Bagles, falcons, jackdaws, and even magpies are also 
found. 

Of the insect world, flies and a large number of grey butterflies, which come 
out by night and which are a Very plague to an army, must be mentioned. 
Dr. Keldish aseiibes the Jp^tge number of these annoying insects to the pres- 
ence of cavr.lry and to the dung. 

* Snm'Hry upon tbV A^Ml-Tekke Expedition of 1879-81, by tbo Inspector of tbe 

Medical Department m the Caumns, page 46.-*^ Author, 


963 


Affioii» the insects incligeaoiis to the comtr/, besides wood-beetles^ 

(clipm)y rats^ and inice^ most be enumerated vermin and reptiles, siieh as snakes 
and lizards, and poisonous insects^ such as scorpjions, tarantulas. Mid 
which exist in untold miiUitndes in that dreary desert. 

The experience of tlie expedition of 1S79 shewed that, besides peculiarities 
of climate and of the topography of the country, there were a large number 
of otfier causes which had a pernicious influence on the health of the troops. 

The principal causes of the large amount of sickness in the force were 
undcmbtedlj the execrable water, the quality of wdiieli may be Judged from 
the analysis given above. While causing illness, this same water also 
prevented a cure being effected as it constantly weakened the system of the 
soldier, Next must be piaced the insupportable heat, from wdiicli the men 
could not be protected, and at the same time great changes of temperature when 
the sun went down. ^At Chat, this cause of disease raged mercilessly, 
while at Cliikishliar the excessive dampness of the air kept the men always 
in a perspiration, and therefore when the least wind arose they caught 
.cold. ■ ■ . 

To the unfavourable conditions must also he added the dreary aspect of the 
theatre of operations, which awakened weariness and disgust, and the unavoid- 
able amount of work demanded from the men tjf the force, l.)efor8 military opera- 
tions began at all. Wells had to be'duu and renewed every day, roads had to 
be repaired, stores unloaded from steamers, and forced marches made in unbear- 
able heat, and all these exertions could not but affect the health and strength 
of the soldier, all the more so when he was employed for long periods together 
on such duties. 

In consideration of this and of the privations inseparable from operations 
in the desert, for the food of the soldier in 1S7 9 was assigned the so-called 
ship’s ration, which the Commander of the Expedition could increase if he 
thought fit. Thus (in addition to 2*^5 lbs. of biscuit and *45 lbs. of buckwheat 
groats) the soldier should have received daily-— 


Meat 

Salt 

Wheat flour 
. Eice-groatS', 
Cabbage 
Gh 
Onions 
Garlic 
Fruit acids 
Laurel leaves 
Pepper 





*9 lbs. 
'5 ' ' ezr 

'6 

7*5 

*75 9, 

*6 

*15 „ 

-024 ,, 


For 100 men per diem from 1st (ISth) May to 1st {13th) September — 


^ ‘a:”:;;: ibs 


Spirits per month and_per man & half-measures from 1st (13th) Septem- 
-ber-^tpiliFIlith^i^May 
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Spirits per month, and per man 4 half-measiires.‘^* When it was considered 
possible, an extra *45 lbs. of meat was added to this ration, and an attempt was 
made to make up for the deficiency of cabbage during the summer with pickled 
brown-leaved garlic, the anti-scorbutic properties of which had been proved 
by previous experienee. From the 15th (27th) July, on account of the 
heat, spirits were replaced by tea, and the former we, re only issued again 
five times a week, in November when the nights began to be cold. In the 
winter months, and afterwards to the 1st (iMi) Atay 18b0, an issue of 
cabbage at *9 lbs. pet man per diem was decided on.f 

would appear/^ writes Dr. Keldish on this subject, ^Hhat the soldier 
provided with this ration should have been satisiied in every respect. 
Unfortunately, besides the want of fresh food, the soldier frequently did 
not receive all that was due to him. This was mostly caused by the 
food-stuffs not being delivered in proper time or regularly, so that there 
was sometimes a superabundance of one article and none of another in the 
magazines. 

As the force moved into the steppe and as transport began to get more 
and more scarce, the latter evil was felt more anil more, so much so that at 
Chat the soldiers for weeks together received neither cabbage nor brown- 
leaved garlic, not to speak of vinegar, onions, arid other articles. Respecting 
meat, it may be said that the cattle delivered overland from Persia in crossing 
the steppe, without food or water, had lost much of their strength, and conse- 
quently their meat had lost its nutritive qualities. To keep cattle at Ghikishli& 
was impossible on account of the want of forage, and therefore, instead of 
‘9 to 1*35 lbs. of meat, the soldiers often received 1*35 lbs. of bones, bowels, 
and sinews. The meat was also not always healthy, and reports state that the 
cattle which arrived from Persia were not unfrequently siillering from slight 
diseases of the liver and kidneys. The medical oflicers therefore demanded 
that of the entrails only the hearts of the animals should be issued to the 
troops for food, as in the other entrails, worms and baeferm were frequently 
found which generated various hurtful substances, and these in their turn might 
produce various diseases among the men.§ On the 13th (25th) April 1880, 
no heel: was issued to the troops at Chikishliar, because in the opinion of the 
doctors, it was, dry, of a pale red colour, and without fat ; and on being cut 
in many places, among the muscles were observed numerous whitish vessels 
about the size of a lentil grain. When examined under the microscope these 
vessels appeared to be formed of a mass of oval cells, each enveloped with a 
separate transparent cover with a dark centre. The fibres of the muscles round 
the cells appeared in places to be torn and eaten away. On the ground of the 
otitward appearance of the meat and its above-described appearance under the 
microscope, we|| have arrived at the conclusion that the said meat contains the 
germs of worms, and it is therefore quite unfit for food/*^^! 

It had been proposed to begin and finish the Expedition of 1879 in the 
course of the summer months, and therefore the soldiers were only furnished 
with summer clothing, consisting of two drill blouses, two shirts, summer 

* Diary of tlie Staff of the Tmns-Caspian Field Force, Ko. 4 of 1S80.— 
t Tele^am from General Muravieff, to the Chief of the Staff in the Caucasus, No. 985, dated 
27th February (Ilth Kai'ch) 1880. Telegram from General Lazareff to General Muriivieff, No. 657> 
dated 11th [2Brd) March 1880. — Attihor, 

X The A|;k£l*Tekk© m 1879, page 10,— 

§ iieport from Dr. <^aberkorn. Ho. 20, dated 30th January (11th February) 1880.— 
Aiithor, , , r ' ‘ ' - , • ‘ 

![ Surgeons Jizxievski, Jar4vleff, and Turbin. — Aufhor* 
f Report dated CiakisMiar 13& (^th) April,. 1880.— 
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trousers, forage cap witli covers and neck-flaps, and leather boots suitable 
for campaigning in the steppe. The plans failed. The changes from midday 
heat to the cold of the evening, although the thermometer sliewed from 70J® 
to 77°F, were felt even in summer, and in September and November the sol- 
diers were literally shivering from cold at night. When dysentery and fevers 
made their appearance a terrible %vant of flannel cholera-belts was experienced ; 
some of the troops, however, were luckily suppHed with these from the stores 
of the Eed Cross Society which had been brought up after the force by its 
plenipotentiary, Sarajeff. 

Dr. Keldish says distinctly that the troops of the expeditionary force had 
no sheltpr, although during the expedition it had been decided to supply them 
with the French pattern tents. These tents, which consist of tvro long four- 
sided sheets uniting at an angle, are quite unfitted for a campaign in the burn- 
ing desert. Six men are supposed to be placed in each, but, if there are that 
number, they have to lie so close that it is difficult for a man to turn over on 
to his other side. In such a tent there is little air, the heat is intolerable, and 
in rain, the tent does not keep the men dry. The only good point of these 
tenfe^' d^abri is their lightness, and this makes them suitable for campaigns 
when the baggage is very restricted. In such tents the soldiers of the force 
lived till January 1880, when the Kirghiz arrived at Cliikishliar from 

Astrakhan. The men lay on the bare ground occasionally with a felt or little 
straw below them, and hence arose no slight cause for sickness. Although 
Turkuman kibUkas had been prepared for the hospitals at the beginning of 
the expedition, some of them were issued to the ofiicers and some were taken 
by the Staff and Departments and so many of the sick at Chikishliar were worse 
housed than the healthy men. 

In 1879, the total number of eases of sickness and wounds was 18,943. 
Of these 15,654 were cured, and 309 men died, 1,673 were transferred to the 
medical establishments in the Caucasus, and 306 remained in hospital at the 
end of the year.* 

The character of the diseases may be judged from the following 
figures,:-—' 

The disease causing the largest amount of sickness was intemiittent fever, 
the total number of eases being 8,3ri4, of which 7,501 were cured, 5^ men 
died, 737 were transferred to the Caucasus, and 34 remainef! in hospital at the 
beginning of 1880. The monthly figures for 1879 are as follows 



Admitted. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Transferred. 

Remained. 

May 

1,155 

1,021 

nil 

19 

115 

June 

1,362 

1,245 

1 

55 

176 

July 

1,637 

1,397 

7 

163 

242 

August 

1,179 

939 

. 25 . 

170 

287 

September 

1,224 

1,153 

10 

139 

209 

October 

954 

875 

6 

135 

147 

Hovember 

537 

672 

1 

41 

70 

December 

276 

299 

2 

11 

34 


There was no reason to ascribe the prevalence of this disease to local 
peculiarities, as the country has no marshes which might cause malaria, so 

* Iix Appendix No. 99 see Ketnm of' Admissions into^ and Uisclmrges from, the Hospitals of 
Trans-Caspia during the Expeclitions of 1879-80. In Appendix No. 100 see Betnrn of tim Monthly 
Mnctuations of the Bick and Wounded. In Appendix Ho.- 101 see Return of the Fluctuations of the 
Sick and Wounded in the several Arms of the^ Force.— 


Spirits per month man 4 half-measures.'^ When it was considered 

possible^ an extra *45 Ihs. of meat was added to this I’ation, and an attempt was 
made to make up for the deficiency of cabbage during tlie summer with pickled 
brown-leaved garlic, the anti-scorbutic properties of which had been proved 
by previous experience. From the 15th (27th) July, on account of the 
heat, spirits were replaced by tea, and the former were only issued again 
five times a week, in November when the nights began to be cold. In the 
winter months, and afterwards to the 1st (IStli) May 18b0, an issue of 
cabbage at ’9 lbs. per man per diem was decided on.f 

It would appear/-* writes Dr. Keklish on this subject, ^Mhat the soldier 
provided with this ration should have been satisHed in every respect. 
Unfortunately, besides the want of fresh food, the soldier frequently did 
not receive all that was due to him. This was mostly caused by the 
food-stuffs not being delivered in proper time or regularly, so that there 
was sometimes a superabundance of one article and none of another in the 
magazines.'*'*! 

As the force moved into the steppe and as transport began to get more 
and more scarce, the latter evil was felt more and more, so much so that at 
Chat the soldiers for weeks together received neither cabbage nor brown- 
leaved garlic, not to speak of vinegar, onions, and other articles. Respecting 
meat, it may be said that the cattle delivered overland from Persia in crossing 
the steppe, without food or water, had lost much of their strength, and conse- 
quently their meat had lost its nutritive qualities. To keep cattle at Chikishliar 
was impossible on account of the want of forage, and therefore, instead of 
’9 to 1*35 lbs. of meat, the soldiers often received 1*35 lbs. of bones, bowels, 
and sinews. The meat was also not always healthy, and reports state that the 
cattle which arrived from Persia were not imfrequently suffering from slight 
diseases of the liver and kidneys. The medical oflicers therefore demanded 
that of the entrails only the hearts of the animals should be issued to the 
troops for food, as in the other entrails, worms and haalerm were frequently 
found which generated various hurtful substances, and these in their turn might 
produce various diseases among the men.§ On the 13th {^3th) April 1880, 
no beef was issued to the troops at Chikishliar, because in tbe opinion of the 
doctors, it was, dry, of a pale red colour, and without fat ; and on l}eing cut 
in many places, among the muscles were observed numerous whitish vessels 
about the size of a lentil grain. When examined under the microscope these 
vessels appeared to be formed of a mass of oval cells, each enveloped with a 
separate transparent cover with a dark centre. The fibres of the muscles round 
tlie cells appeared in places to be torn and eaten away. On the ground of the 
outward appearance of the meat ancl its above-described appearance under the 
microscope, we|l have arrived at the conclusion that the said meat contains the 
germs of worms, and it is therefore quite unfit for food."**^ 

It had been proposed to begin and finish the Expedition of 1879 in the 
course of the summer months, and therefore the soldiers were only furnished 
with summer clothing, consisting of two drill blouses, two shirts, summer 

* Diary of tlie Staif of the Trans-Caspian Tield force, Ko. 4 of 1880,— 
t Telegram from General Murdvieff, to the Chief of tlie Staff in the Cancasns, No. 985, dated 
27th F ebrnary (11th March) 1880. Telegram from General Lazareff to General Mnravielf, No. 657, 
dated 11th (25rd) March 1880 .t — AMihor* 

J The AkMl-Tekke Field Hospital in 1879, page 19. — Ani%or. 

§ Eeporfc from Dr., Gaberkorn, No. 20, dated 30th January (11th February) 1880,*-** 
Author, ^ ' , . , - 

[1 Surgtiis JimOwki/JurMeft' 
f Eeport dated CMlqshliar ISth (g^h) April,, 1880.— 
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trousers^ forage eap with covers and neck-flaps^ and leather boots suitable 
for campaigning in the steppe. The plans failed. The changes from midday 
heat to the cold of the evening, although the thermometer shewed from 70i® 
to 77®F, were felt even in summer, and in September and November the sol- 
diers were literally shivering from cold at night. When dysentery and fevers 
made their appearance a terrible want of flannel cholera-belts was experienced ; 
some of the troops, however, were luckily supplied with these from the stores 
of the Red Cross Society w'hich had been brought up after the force by its 
plenipotentiary, Sarajeff. 

Dr. Keldish says distinctly that the troops of the expeditionary force had 
no sheltpr, although during the expedition it had been decided to supply them 
with the Ifrench pattern tents. These tents, which consist of two long four- 
sided sheets uniting at an angle, are quite unfitted for a campaign in the burn- 
ing desert. Six men are supposed to be placed in each, but, if there are that 
number, they have to lie so close that it is diflBcnlt for a man to turn over on 
to his other side. In such a tent there is little air, the heat is intolerable, and 
in rain, the tent does not keep the men dry. The only good point of these 
d^ahri is their lightness, and this makes them suitable for campaigns 
when the baggage is very restricted. In such tents the soldiers of the force 
lived till January 1880, when the Kirghiz arrived at Childs hliar from 
Astrakhan. The men laj on the bare ground occasionally with a felt or little 
straw below them, and hence arose no slight cause for sickness. Although 
Turkuman hibitkas had been prepared for the hospitals at the beginning of 
the expedition, some of them vrere issued to the oflieers and some were taken 
by the Staff and Departments and so many of the sick at Chikishliar were worse 
housed than the healthy men. 

In 1879, the total number of oases of sickness and wounds was 18,943. 
Of these 15,654 were cured, and 309 men died, 1,673 were transferred to the 
medical establishments in the Caucasus, and 306 remained in hospital at the 
end of the year,* 

The character of the diseases may be judged from the following 
figures : — 

The disease causing the largest amount of sickness was intermittent fever, 
the total number of cases being 8,324, of which 7,501 were cured, 52- men 
died, 737 were transferred to the Caucasus, and 34 remained in hospital at the 
beginning of 1880. The monthly figures for 1879 are as follows : — 



Admitted, 

Cured, 

Died. 

Transferred. 

Eemained. 

May 

1,155 

1,021 

nil 

19 

115 

June 

1,362 

1,245 

1 

55 

176 

July 

1,637 

1,397 

7 

163 

242 

August 

1,179 

939 

25 

170 

287 

September 

1,224 

1,153 

10 

139 

2C9 

October 

954 

875 

6 

135 

147 

November 

537 

572 

1 

41 

70 

December 

276 

299 

2 

11 

34 


There was no reason to ascribe the prevalence of this disease to local 
peculiarities, as the country has no marshes which might cause malaria, bo 

* In Appendix No. 90 see Betem of Admissions intoj and Discharges from, the Hospitals of 
Tmns-Caspia during the Expeditions of 1879-80. In Appendix No. 100 sea Betum of the Monthly 
EluctuSktions of the Sic’fc and Wounded. In Appendix No. 101 see Betiim of the S’luctuattions.of the 
Sick and Wounded in the several Aims of the Force.— 
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Dr. KeMish traced the origin of these fevers to the winds which blew 
from Persia, where in the fertile valley of the Grurgan, with the great dampness, 
the powerful heat, and the rich tropical vegetation, marshy fevers have a 
very malignant character.* This opinion is also supported _ by the fact that 
the fevers which attacked the troops had very often thy maHgnant, algid, dia- 
phoretic, and comatose forms, besides which they broke out in a large number 
of eases at a time, especially after south-east and east winds. 

The disease occupying the second place in 1871) was enteric catarrh, which 
frequently developed "into dysentery. There were 6,618 cases of enteric catarrh 
and 9S-1 of dysentery, giving a total of 4,60:1 cases of both — 

r enteric catarrh ... 3;,40S l 

Of those there were cured) >4,155 

C dysentery ... 747 J 

/ enteric catarrh ... 68 \ 

There died ...j ^^204 

C dysentery ... 136 a 

20^ men were transferred to the Caucasus, and 41 were remaining at the 
beginning of 1880. 

The chief causes of this disease were bad water, which had a very en- 
feebling effect, and the want of warm clothing, especially of cholera-belts, to 
prevent chills on the stomach. 

1,042 men fell ill of scurvy, of whom 219 were cored, 8 died, 737 were 
transferred to the Caucasus, and 78 remained in hospital at the beginning 
of 1880. The greatest amount of it was in September, when ^22 men were 
attacked, of whom 25 were cured and 3 died. This disease was characterized 
by its persistency, and therefore a large number of the cases had to be trans- 
ferred to the Caucasus. Its cause must be sought for in the absence of fresh 
vegetables, an insuthciency of vinegar and fruit acids, and most of all in the 
bad moral condition of the troops after their defeat on the 28th August (9th 
September) . 

Of the usual illnesses which always follow troops, there were 4,079 cases, 
of which 3,072 were cured, 36 terminated fatally, b28 were transferred to the 
Caucasus, and 143 remained at the beginning of 1880 in the general and 
regimental hospitals and infirmaries of Trans- Caspia. 

The percentage of eye diseases, contrary to all expectation, was qsiiie 
insignificant. The total number of cases in 1879 was 5 14, of which 492 
were cured, 51 were transferred to the Caucasus, and 1 was left at the begin- 
ning of 1880. The greatest number of eases occurred in June, when 140 men 
were attacked. Generally during the four summer months there were 409 
cases, or 74 per cent, of the total number. The causes of these diseases were 
the great glare and the dry heat of the hard soil. 

The total loss of the army by wounds in action was 352 men, of whom 
173 were cured, 8 died, 166 were transferred to the Caucasus, and 5 were 
left at the beginning of 1880. 

The quickness with which flesh wounds cicatrized in the Akhal-Tekke 
Expedition was astonishing. The most severely wounded men were healed 
even under the unfavourable conditions under which the greater part of them 
were placed after the unsuccessful attack upon Gok-Tapa. Thus, after a march 
of a month from Gok-Tapa to Ghdt,of 213 wounded, only 107 were still on the 
sick list, and of these only, SO had to be left in hospital at Chat, the others 

* '‘Where it is hot, there are fevers,” — Dr. Toropoff.-— 
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contiiiuing the march with their regiments to Chikishllar. Notwithstanding 
the terrible wounds received by many^ the number of deaths from wounds was 
insignificant, and men with sword-cuts, mostly in the head, recovered per- 
feetly. 

The troops were not attacked by typhus during the f'xpedition of 
1&70, and only in August Vvos th^re one sporadic case of aLdorciiial typhus 
from wdiich the man attacked died. The disease did not- spread. There were 
also four cases of abscess id the liver, allot w^hich w-erefataL Br. Keldish, who 
ai tended thi-se cases at Chat, ascribed the cause of them to the bad quality of 
the water which obstructed the blood, and therefore demanded incTeased activ- 
ity of the liver. Carbuncde, to w^hich General LazsreS siiceunibed, was not often 
met with, and the fata! issue of the Generah’s case was due to his having paid 
no attention to it at first. In another case, vrhich was operated upon in good 
time, the earliincle did not appear again. ’ Amorg the soldiers there were no 
cases'of it. 

Coriibiniog ah the above figures, we get the following general view of the 
sanitary state of the troops from May to December 1879 : — 

Everv -nioiith there m‘re 2,094 adiaitted, i.e,, per 1,000 
liieri C’f force ... ... ... 200 or 20 % 

Every moiitli- there died 38'25, per 1,000 men of 
force a... 3*84,or-3S „ 

Every month 83 more . wounded ■ were admitted, i.e., 
per 1,000 men of force ... . ^ ■ ... .. 3‘2 or *32 7© ' 

Ev;n-y month tliere died of the wounded 1, i.e,, 

1, duo men of force ... ... ... T or *01 7o 

According to the varieties of disease, of the total number of 18,943 men ad- 


mitted to there were suffering from — 



Fevers .. 

... 43*9 % of 

whom 

•62 

, Enteric catarrh 

... ■■ ■■■ ^ .... .19*1 7o 


1-9 Vo 

Dysentery 

■ 

• ♦ . ■ ■ . . • « W w 1 ^ 

n 

13-8 7a 

Fciirvy. ■ 

*«. ■ .*.«» 0*0 Wo 

>»■ 

•S7a 

Eye diseases 

... 2-8 

*9 

•0 7„ 

Other diseases 

... 21-7% 

99 

•77 7o 

Wounds 

... ... 1-8 °/o 


2-8 % 

Of 100 men who died, 

tlie causes were- — 




Fevers 

Enteric catarrh 

Dysentery 

Scurvy 

Other diseases 
Wounds 


I3‘7 men 
22 „ 
44 „ 

2'G „ 
11*7 „ 

•6 


have seen above how in the Expedition of 1879 a few special measures 
were taken to preserve the health of the troops in a steppe campaign. Thus, 
sliip^s rations were issued to them and the necessary changes were made 
in their clothing. Still the campaign of 1879 shewed that what had been 

® 111 these figures are based on the data given in the Beturn of the Ifontlily Finctuatiotis 
nmoogsfc the Sick and Wounded in the Hospitals of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, (see Appendix 
Ko. 100).— Alitor. 
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done was far from sufBcient, as the amount of sickness in tlie force was very 
excessive. 

In working* out ike plans for the expedition of 1880, it was therefore 
proposed; in order to avoid such an amount of sicknesS; to take the followino’ 
measures : — ^ 

(1) Only men in perfect health were to be sent to the force. Before any 
troops started to join the expedition; its commanding ofBeer 
assisted by surgeonS; was to inspect all the men aiul reject all 
who were weak in the chest, suffering from chronic diseases of 
the bowels; poor-blooded, or subject to ej^e diseases. 

('2) The men^s rations were to be increased. Tea was to be issued so as 
to be di'unk instead of water three times a day. The use of bis- 
cuit as food was to be avoided, as it is vei'y hurtful when the 
water is bad, and without water it is apt to cause disorders of the 
stomach. Afterwards, in September 1880, a board, with the Com- 
mander of the Expedition as President, assembled to revise the 
soldiers^ rations and to fix their ju’oper proportions, taking into 
consideration the conditions of life of the troops in Trans-Caspia ; 
and it decided as follows — to give each man jjer diem bread 2*7 lbs. 
or biscuit 2*025 lbs., groats 7*2 oz., glii *75 oz., cabbage for hvdn 
7*2 oz., fruit acids *45 oz., salt 1*5 oz., meat *9 lbs., laurel leaves 
•024 oz.; to allow each man per monili^ rough ground pepper *75 oz., 
tea 4*8 oz., sugar, in summer, 2*7 lbs, in winter [1st (16th) Octo- 
ber to 1st (l*3tii) April] 1*8 lbs,; spirits, in winter only, 1 measure. 
This issue was to be the normal (peace) ration. In war and on 
forced marches the ration was each time to be fixed by special order 
of the Temporary Commander of the Troops.f 
(3) The troops were to be provided with clothing corresponding to the 
season of the year. In summer they were to have sail-cloth 
blouses, nankeen trousers, and cloth forage caps witli sail-cloth 
cover and neck-flap fastened on by hooks. As the boots of tawed 
leather, used in the campaign of 1879, appeared to be unsuitable, 
the leather having become dry and the soldiers having complained 
that the soles became hard, it was proposed to provide the 
troops with sail-cloth, out of w^hich they were to make for 
themselves shoes with thin soles and low heels, in addition 
to their tw^o pairs of hoots. Eor winter, the troops were to 
be provided with sheepskin coats reaching to the knee and 
short goatskin coats, such being useful for preventing chills 
of the stomach. 

As shelter for the troops, General Skobeleff had ordered at Orenburg 200 
kibiikm and 1,200 pilameiJcas. In addition to these, the force was provided 
with new pattern tents, and, to give the men as much room as possible, only 
two-thirds of tl^e regulation number were told off to each tent. Belts were pro- 
vided as bedding. 

Diary of tbe htaff of the Trans-Caspian . JPIeld Force, Ho. 20 ;; Keporfc from the Inspector 
the Medical Department in the Caucasus, Ho. 5978, dated 26th April (8th May) lBBO.--Auiko 9 \ 

Thus on Ist^ (IStli) December the issue of spirits was increased to 8 measures a month, 
which made 16 rations of pod&a, Oommanding ofSfcers were only allowed to issue spirits on damp 
cold days, hy preference,, in the Widmg; and, generally speaking, spirits were to he issued very spar- 
ingly, so as to have a reserve for fdttee in the event of forced marches or conianuons rainy 
weafcher^0^eral'Ord€«*Ho.^^;'iaW:2fi[rfeHotemh<^ (3rd December^ Diary of the Staff * 
<)f theTfatMas^'1%1^^ W.— 
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To settle fclie qiiestioa of the best supplies for the sick and to modify the 
tables of stores and equipment for the temporary field hospitals in Trans-Caspia^ 
a speeiai committee was assembled by the Inspector of the iledical Department 
in the Caucasus. This committee worked out the following* regulations^ which 
were con liruied by the Commander of the Army of the Caucasus, Prince Meii- 
kolf, General and A. D. C. : — ^ 

(a) In view of the difficulty of preparing and delivering fresh bread on 
the line of march or when hospitals are halted at points in the 
. steppe, a supply of rusks made of white bread is to be kept, which, 
if require!, may be issued instead of bread, 1*5 lbs. of rusks 
beiiur issued in lieu of I'S lbs. bread. ' 

(5) Sago is to be introduced as a store and issued in rations of oz. 
each, to vary the food, and also in view of the be netieial effects of 
this article on W’eak stomachs. 

(c) To provide against the meat haring lost its nourishing qualities, 

a supply 01 preserved soup is to be kept in tins, the ration being 
*15 oz. 

(d) As it is impossible to bare fresh milk, Swiss condensed milk is to 

be introduced into the table of stores, *9 lbs. of this being allowed 
for every 6 rations of milk gruel. 

(<?) To vary the food and improve its taste, there are to be taken sup- 
plies of fresh preserved vegetables, horse-radish, dried fruits, 
the dried aromatic herbs estragon and marjoram, cranberry for 
extract, lime-juice, and officers, coffee, cocoa, and chocolate. 

(/) Although all these extras have been introduced, the usual issues 
of rations are to be made, and claret, brandy, sherry, vermouth, 
and spirits, which are very useful under the local conditions, may 
be added as required.t 

To prevent sickness, the Commander of the Expedition ordered that bread 
was to be baked and /cudss prepared by the troops ; that wffien on detachment 
soliiers were not to receive biscuit, but baked bread and w'ere to have cooked 
food on the march ; that water was to be kept in tlie barrels ; that field beds were 
to be made in addition to the bedding felts ; and that tobacco was to be obtain ed.f 
Vegetables and greens were constantly sent for from Astrakhan and Persia, 
but the greater part of these was spoiled by the heat on the way, and only a 
very snuill quantity reached the troops. As it was impossible to keep these 
supplies in the magazines, General Sbobeleff gave orders that the Intendance, 
immediately upon vegetables being delivered at Chikishliar or Krasnovodsb, 
was at once to send them up the lines, giving notice to the road commandants. 
The latter were to inform the station commandants of this and order fresh 
greens and vegetables to be issued to the troops. § Quinine was to be arranged 
for. II 

At the end of August, a special committee settled the scale of issue of the 
various anti-scorbutics. Potatoes and beet-root were considered to be articles 
which might be issued instead of cabbage, the issue being fixed at oz. per 
day and per man ; pepper-corns might replace rough ground-pepper in the same 

* Diary of tiie Staff of the Furee, No. 13, page 173 ; Eeport from the Iiispecfor of the 
Medical Department in the Cancasns, Ko. 7563, datal 37th May (8th Jnne) Author, 

t See table in Appendix 30 (Chapter III). — Author, 

j Instructions to ArtsishevsM, Ko. 4331, dated 28th Jniy (9tli Aiigxwt) 1880.— udln if 7/or. 

§ General Order, Trans-Caspian Field' Force, ISSO, Eo, 3X5, dated 18th (30th) Septem- 
heT,^Auikor. 

(I Beport from Artsisherski, Ko. 1877, dated 37th August (^h September) 1880.— Jwjf^on 

Al 
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quantity {'OM oz.). Radishes, as a relish, might be 'issued, groimd, to those 
suffering from scurvy and to corps designated by the iiiedicai uiiicers, at the 
rate of 74 oz. per day and per man, and a supply of tins vegrtabie was there- 
fore to be prepared for one-third of the whole number of t roo])s i n Trans-Caspia 
fertile period from the ist (I3th) October IBBO to the 1st (loth) January KSbL 
hlustard was to be issued to all troops, allowing *9 oz. os’ it per monili and 
man, and it was to be used with vinegar for the jN'risHl froir* the Ist (loth) 
September IbbO to the ist (13th) January IBS], Laiic-juice for drinking 
^^dth water or tea was to be issued at the rate of ‘U75 oz. jjer man per diem^ 
and for cooking at that of ‘15 oz. per diem. 

The question of the medical organization of the force during the expedi- 
tion of IbbO-Bl was decided as follows. 

Each corps was to have the regulation number of medical officers and 
hospital assistants as follows : — 

2 regiments of 19t.h Division ... 2 senior and 6 junior surgeons, total, 8 

8 battalions of 21st „ ... S „ „ „ 8 ' 

10 mttiias of Cossacks ... 2 „ »> 2 

Division of dragoons I „ „ „ 1 

2 batteries of 19th and 2 of 2i3t 

Brigade •** ^ »* « s> 2 

46 tk Ainmuuition Column ... f „ „ , ,, 1 


lotai zz surgeons. 

The other corps, such as the company of sa])pers, the two eoUiias of Laba 
Cossacks, and 4th Battery 2Uth Brigade, on account of their small numbers, 
had no surgeons, but only the hospital assistants, on their establishments. The 
surgeons of other corps in the same stations had to superintend their sanitary 
arrangements. 

Each separate corps -was to have with it hospital stores for the regulation 
number of beds; but taking into consideration the difficulty of transporting 
these stores on a steppe campaign, it was afterwards considered sufficient that 
each corps should take with it hospital stores for half that number only, i.e.y 
per battalion 6 beds, per division of dragoons or every two mtnias of Cossacks 
3 beds, and per battery and animuniti<ni column 2 beds, giving a total of ac- 
commodation for 13b sick with the corps (>f the force. To supplement these 
regimental hospitals orders were given to form two independent divisional hos- 
pitals, each with 2 beds for officers and 40 for soldiers to receive wounded on 
the battlefield and transport sick and wounded to the nearest temporary field 
hospital, t 

By order of General Skobeleff, each battalion was supplied for the trans- 
port of its sick with 3 carts, each battery with 2, the ammunition column, 
with 6, the division of dragoons with 4, each of Cossacks with 1, and 

each divisional hospital with 20, giving 113 in all, and affording accom- 
modation for 226 sick or wounded. As by having these carts it was possible 
to utilize them as beds for the sick during halts, orders were given to strike 
out camp equipage and tents from the list of hospital stores, each corps 
having only one soldier^s tent for its surgery. J Two felts were to be supplied 
as bedding for each sick man in the carts, § and in addition a part of the 
smaiier hospital stores was placed in- each, 

* Diarj of the of,tke Force, 1880, No, 4, page 396.— 

t These two therefore corr^ponded to oar bwer oompauiee.^'’— J. Jf. G-. 
t For clivisiooal hospital®, '2 tilts’' lor'sorgeriis, 2 as operating teats, aad one as a 
dead-hoase. — Anihor, , , 

3 As it was difiiciilt to’ pillows.— 


For tlie transport of the rest of the hospital stores, vrei "hi og about 4* H 
cwt. per battalion and 2*5 ewt. in each of the smaller corps, camels, carryiii" 
Bi,»t iB'ore than 2*5 e\Yt* each, were to be used. The total number required 
for all the hospital stores was 50.'^ 

In consequence of the bad effects of the climate of Trans-Caspia on 
many medieines, and principally on account of the necessity of usin" many 
articles not included in the normal equipment of a hospital, the said effuip- 
ment was revised and many useless articles were cut out, others ag-ain being 
introduced. Among those cut out were aloes, essence of bitter almonds, carbon- 
ate of potash, saltpetre, strychnine, chloride and acetate of zinc, &c., and anicmg 
those introduced were salieilic acid, catechu, Albespeir’s plasters, anoygdnlice, 
ergotine, musk, aromatic paraffin oil, Dover^s powders, undiluted (9ii per 
cent.) spirits, vaseiiiine, veratriiie, mercurial ointment, and Rigollof's mustard 
leaves. The supplies of castor oil, opium, gum arabic and sulphuric atropine 
were also increasexl, and only quinine in its neutral sulphate form was to be 
t aken.f The supply of bandaging materials was curtailed and improved, as also 
the surgical and tliorapeutie instruments and medical appliances. Li sterns 
bandages were ad<*p1ed as the j)rincipfil ones, as they allowed of the dressing 
being changed once in three or four days. 

A field dispensary was planned by Dr. Remmert, Inspector of the Medical 
Department in the (Jaueasiis, and ordered from St. Petersburg. It consisted 
of IT large and 14- small pack-saddles, each htted with 2 boxes, the large sad- 
dles wfigiiing about 141 lbs., the smaller from 72 to iO Slbs. In these boxa-s, 
the outer walls of which consisted of I'asket-wmrk covered with tarpaulin soaked 
in ozokerit and covered with oil-paint, were packed, with due observance of 
economy of space and weight, surgical instruments, bandaging materials, 
and medicines, all precautions.being taken that the articles should not suffer 
from shaking and that the Jars with liquid medicines should not be broken. 
The cost of each such pack-saddle, with harness, &:c., for camels or horses, 
complete, w^as 200 

In the Expedition of 1879 there had been formed one temporary Akhal- 
Tekke hospital with 6d0 beds, whi^ffi w^as estaljlisbed by sections, the tirst 
(210 beds) at Chikisliliar on the 5th (17th) June, the second (also 210 beds) at 
Chat on the 17th (29th) Julv.§ It was proposed to open the third, sention at 
Bami ; but owing to the rapid retreat of the force, it w^as never used at all. 
A field dispensary for the force was also formed and sent to Tmns-Caspia. 
Until the sef?tion w^as opened at Chikishliar, the sick w^ere treated in the 
regimental hospitals, wffiich thus temporarily became medical establishments. 

On the arrival of General Tergukasoff in the country, both sections of 
the Akhal-Tekke hospital were turned into two independent temporary 
field hospitals of the first class, each with 210 beds and with a special reserve 
of small stores for 200 more beds. At the same time, on account of the 
difficulty of transporting the sick from Duz-Oliim to Chat, an infirmary with 3t> 
beds was opened by the 1st Battalion Apsheron Regim^^^nt on the 22nd 
October (Srd November) 1879. To this infirmary, besides the usual rations, 
25 i*opech per patient w^ere allowed daily. In May 1880, tbe Duz-Olum in- 
firmary was closed and the Ghat hospital moved up to Duz-Olum. 

^ Eeport from fclie Priiicipal Medical Officer of the Caucasus to the Coaimander of the Army 
of the Caucasus, No. 5978, dated 26th April (Sth May) ^ 1880.— 

. t We shall see further on that this latter, proposal was 'uot canned out, as i of, the whole store 
of quiiiiue was taken in the sulphate form.— 

X Sanitary Keporfc of the Akhal-Tekke Expedition, 1879-81, paee 76.— .Ttf/Iof. 

§ Notwithstanding tlmt they were 170 versts (lisi miles) apart, they had only one superin- 
tendent, which caused much inconvenience. — Author, 
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For the Expedition of 1880, in addition to the two temporary field 
hospitals already in the country, it was decided to form three others 
[two by the 1st (13th) July and one by the 1st (13th) September] l8S(l'^ 
each being divisible into sections, and each with beds for 5 oflieers and 
100 men. 

To make the administration uniform, the five hosjiitals were numbered 
consecutivelj, those at Chikishliar and Duz-Olum beinir numbered 1 'mrl 
the others Nos. 3, 4, and 5. . - c 

To ensure the regular removal of the sick and wounded from Trans- 
Caspia by two lines, it was resolved to keep two of these five hospitals wr" 
manently on the east coast of the Caspian, one at Chikishliar (ah-cady 
there), and the other at Krasnovodsk or Miehiielovsk, as the Commander of 
the Expedition saw fit, with 200 beds each. The remaining temporarv 
field hospitals, i.e., that at Duz-Olnm, and two of the newly formed ones 
were to he so disposed along the lines that they might form regular halting 
stations for the sick convoys and contain supplies and accommodation for 
such sick from those convoys as could not eonfiune their jouimey. 

To receive, sick on the west coast of the Caspian sea, it was proposed in 
pse of necessity, to open another temporary field hospital (No. 6) in the build- 
ings of the Petrovsk military hospital. 

As in the hospitals of the 1st class the e.stahlishment was only I super- 
intendent, 1 commissary, and 1 book-keeper, which was evidently insufficient 
if the hospital were divided into two sections, these eslablisliments were in- 
creased as will be mentioned further on.* 

As legai'ds the camp equipage of the field hospitals, it was considered 
more in conformity with climatic conditions to have kiiiU-as rather than 
tents. Huts had been built in 1 879 for the Chikishliar hospital. Considerino- 
that in the projected expedition the troops would have to pass the winter on the 
east coast of the Caspian, and that the removal of the sick and wounded would 
be attended by great difficulties, it was decdded Ihut, as it was probable that 
there would be a great accumulation of sick at Krasnovodsk or Michaelovsk, 
nuts should be constructed at one or other of those places. 

^ regards the medical penminel of the 'tem])orary field hospitals, it was 
resolved to appoint to each hospital, in addition to the usual number of surgeons 
attached to each 1st class hospital, one extra junior surgeon to take the iilaee 
ot any surgeon who fell siek or to be available to accompany convoys. I’hi.s 
measure was very necessary, as the surgeons belonging to the force m Trans- 
Laspia in 1879 frequently fell ill, and, as few medical officers could be siiared 
rrom the Caucasus, it was difficult to replace them. 

The experience of the Expedition of 1879 had shewn that, as no tensport 
tor the removal of the sick and wounded was attached to the medical establish- 
ments, great difficulty was experienced not only in the transport of the siek in 
proper carnages, but in their being evacuated in proper time, as it was not 
always possible to make transport, which was used for other services, available. 
It was therefore considered necessary to attach, 20 carts to each of the hos- 
pitais iNos. d, % and 5 as sick transport, on the supposition that none of them 
would have more Aan 40 siek on the road at a time. On the sick arriving at 
the hospitals on the coast they were not to be kept there but sent as soon as 
possible to^the Caucasus. 


rPtiS rf'® I»*F*1»* hi the Caucasns Oiwle, Ko. 3466, dated 21st May 

JKaavjuikliin, No. 482, dated 8th E20tW 


Uiaatimikbin Ha 4^:^ bed 
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As amoBg the sick who would have to he transported to the west coast there 
would he a considerable niimher of convalescents W'ho, although miieh weakened 
and exhausted hj severe illnessj -would not require hospital treatment, kit 
only improved food and rest under better climatic conditions till their strength 
was re-estahlished^ it was considered necessary to form at Petrovsk in the 
summer and autumn of 18811 a sanitarium with 150 beds for this class of patients. 
To the convalescents was to be issued 1'35 lbs. of meat per diem and 3 measures 
of spirits a w^eek^ to be replaced by tea at the discretion of the surgeon. 

Following the example of the Expedition of lS7ib ibr the siiperiidendence 
of the sanitary arrangements among the troops in Trans-Cas|)ia, there w^ere 
appointed a Principal Sledical Officer with a staffs a Principal Veterinary Sur- 
geon^ and an assistant to the latter. The two latter were appointed because 
in the cavalry and artillery sent to Trans-Oaspia there were no veterinary 
siirgeoTiSj ’while such were extremely necessary to give aid to horses and camels 
who fell sick and to indicate measures for the prevention of an outbreak of 
epizooty^ as also to inspect the slaughter-cattle issued to the troops. 

For the supply to the troops and medical establishments of medieines^ dis- 
infectants^ apothecaries^’ stores, bandaging materials, and surgical instruments, 
and also to relieve the corps of spare medical stores during the campaign, 
there was formed a field dispensary for the force with a special establishment. 
As the total -weight of medical stores was about 22 ewt., and it was needless 
to carry tlnmi all about with the force, the dispensary was divided into t see- 
iioiis, one of which, with the larger quantity of the stnres, remained on the 
coast, while the other marched with the force to supply the regimental and 
divisional hospitals. 

The establishment of the medical personnel of all the troops detailed for the 
expedition was made up drawing upon the other corps of the Army of the 
Caucasus. As regards the temporary field hospitals, the staff of the Principal 
Medical Oflicer, the field dispensary and partly also the divisional hospitals, it 
was perfectly impossible to sup|>ly all the per son n el from the Vaiieasus on ac- 
count of the great deficiency of medical officers, apothecaries, veterinary sur- 
geons, and hospital assistants in that district. The experien«*e of 1879 had 
shewn that with a smaller force, and consequently wdth a less numerous medi- 
cal establishment, the Caucasus Medical Administration was not in a position 
to supply the force with a sufficient and, when it became necessary 
to replace casualties in Trans-Caspia, it fell itself into great difficulties, as it was 
forced to leave the troops and medical establishments in the Home district 
with Ou personnel far below their requirements. 

For the establishments enumerated above there were required — 


Staff of Principal Medical Officer 

Surgeons. 

a 

Veterinary 
ApoUiccaries. wrjrcons. 

2 

Hospital 

wsisiaiiTEs. 

2 

Field dispensary 


2 

3 

6 temporary field liospitals 

n 

12 

62 

Divisional hospitals 

2 

2 

... 

Total 

36 

16 2 

"iT 



‘ To complete this establishment, the Central Medical Administration was 
requested to detail all the 36 surgeons, 16 apothecaries, and & veterinary sur- 
geons, with pay at the lowest rate of those laid down for surgeons, apothecaries, 
and veterinary surgeons by the Order of 17th (29th) April 1859, but with 
allowances, &c., according to Army Circulars No. 360 of 1876 and No. 45 of 
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1877. The request was thus foraulated because for the duties of Priceipal 
Medical Offieerj surgeons in charge of hospitals and other functions of an inde- 
pendent character; medical oflBcers from the Caucasus, who were acquainted 
with the conditions of climate and life in the country and experienced in medi» 
cal administration, were required.’^" 

On arriving at Chikishliar on the 7f h ( 1 9th) ]\IaT; General Slvol)eleff at once 
ordered iS!o. b temporary hold hospital to be sent to Xrasnovodsk.f It 
amved there on the :ird (loth) July, and was opened on the 20th August 
(1st September) in the barracks of the Krasnovodsk Local Battalion, but 
afterwards, on the 20th December 1880 (1st January 1881), it was 
transferred to the 9 Imt-barraeks constructed for it. On this hospital being 
opened, the hospital of the Krasnovodsk Local Battalion with 50 bedsj was 
sent to Michaelovsk, where it was opened on the 31st August (12th Septem-^ 
her). This hospital, as the expedition proceeded and the railway was pushed 
on, continued to move up-coimtry. Thus on the 12tli (21th) December it was 
moved to Mulla-Kari, on the 8th (20th) January 1881 to Bala-lshem, and 
on the 3rd (loth) May 1881 to Kazanjik, where it remained till the end of 
the expedition. Before the arrival of the hospital of the Krasnovodsk Local 
Battalion at Michaelovsk, measures had been taken there for the construction 
of hut-barracks for No. 5 temporary field hospital. One section of this 


opened there on the i2th (21'th) idem. The second section remained in reserve 
at Petrovsk till the end of February 1881, and it was only on the 5th (17th) 
March that both sections were united at Michaelovsk in view of the evacua- 
tion of the sick by the Michaelovsk line § 

On half of No. 5 hospital being sent to Michaelowsk, and as in winter the 
sick would be evacuated exclusively towards Baku, in the end of November 1889 
the hospital of the Baku Local Battalion was increased to 1 30 beds, instead of 
the No. 6 temporary field hospital being formed, as proposed with 200 beds.|| 
The following medical establishments were in course of time opened on the 
Michaelovsk line : — At Bala-Ishem, an infirmary with 20 beds was opened on 
the 1st (13th) Septeml)er by the 1st Battalion Shirvdn Eegiment, with the 
aid of the Red Cross Society. At the end of September this infirmary was 
moved to Kazanjik along with the staff of the battalion, and, when the gen- 
eral advance on Gok-Tapa took place it was taken with the battalion- At Bala- 
Ishem, on the departure of the 'Shirvan infirmary, another witli 50 beds was 
open by the 3rd Battalion Apsheroii regiment. Linen and metal articles were 
supplied by the Red Cross Society and wooden articles by No. 4 ^ temporary 
field hospital. At Mulla-Kari, the 1st Reserve Railway Battalion opened an 
infirmaiy with 30 beds in the end of September, linen being furnished by the 
Red Cross Society, and metal and wooden articles by No. 4 field hospital.^ 

On the Atrak line, besides No. 1 temporary field hospital at Chikishliar, a 
section of No. 2 temporary field hospital at Duz-Olum^ and an infirmary with 

‘Report from the Principal Medical Officer of the Caucasus to the Commander of the Army 
of the Caucasus, Ko. 5978, dated 26th April (8th May) 1880. — Author. 

t Telegram to General Kuminski, dated 7th {19th) May 1880, — Author. 


• ; 



: At the beginning of the Expedition of 1880, this hospital was increased to 150 'bcdfi.-^Auihor. 
'General Order, Trans-Caspian Ei^ld Force, No. 103, dated 14th (26th) March 1881. 
hospital was closed on the 29th Angust (lOth September) 1881, and replaced by an infirmary 
80 beds. — Author. 

Sanitary lieport on the AkhCl-Tekko Expedition, 1879-81. — Author. 

\ p^^erai Order,, Trans-Qaapian Field 338, dated 24th September (6th October) « 
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beds, opp^ned by tbe «%d Battaliou Samur Eeg'iment at Kbwaja-Kak, there 
were lao other medieal establishments existing up to 2\ovembfci' ihiSIb 

On the 15th (:37th) July a section of No. 2 temporary field hospital 
(105 .beds) was brought up from Duz-Olum aud opened at Buiiii. 

No. 4 temporary field hospital was formed at the same tinr-i a.s No. 3 hos- 
pital, and it arrived at Krasnovodsk in the beginning of SeptC‘mbei\ On the 
11th {22nd) November it was moved to Mulk-Ivari, and there rdiiiaiiied for 
want of transport.* * * § It only arrived at Samurskoye on the 10th (2:^th) Decem- 
ber, having left at Michaelovsk piart of its wooden articles (ifiOsmulI tubs, 120 
small tables for men and 3 for officers* 2 apothecaries^ ciipboarrls, and 4 offi- 
cers' bedst)* On the 20th December ISSO (ist January Ibblj it was opened, 
as will be mentioned further on. 

On receiving reports from the medical establishments of the continual diffi- 
culties experienced by them in commencing w'ork in |>roper time owing to delays 
ill transport, Dr. Iteinmert, the Inspector of the j^Iedieal Department in the 
Caucasus, went to Trans-Caspia in the end of October ISbO to inspect the medi- 
cal establishments and the sanitary condition of the troops and to convince 
himself on the spot of the actual ditfieulties and .suggest means for their re- 
movaLJ During his tour he inspected the existing hospitals at CJiikishliary 
Duz-Olum, and Kiasnovodsk, and found them all in perfect order. The sani- 
tary inspection of the troops at the points between Chikisbliar aud Bam i shew- 
ed that the summer heats and other unfavourable conditions had had no 
specially bad effect on the force as had been remarked in the previous year. 

As at the inspection of tbe rations and other food-supplies,^’' remarks Rem- 
mert in his report, “ I found everything perfectly fresh and in sufficient quan- 
tity, aud on being asked the men said that they were not able to eat all that was 
given to them. The small amount of sickness 1 found among the troops is a 
new proof of the dictum long ago laid down b}- science that with food, made as 
good as possible, the constitution is strengthened and hardened against all 
causes of illness. It was only at the most advanced points, beginning with 
Khwaja-Kak, that I found cases of scurvy, and this disease was widely spread 
among the garrison of Bami.'' The causes of this disease, remarks llemmert 
further on, were insufficient or bad food, the excessive exertions demanded by 
the heavy duty to be performed by such a small garrison, tbe guard-duty by 
night, and tlie great physical exhaustion caused moving hugr* packages of 
supplies, which work fell heavier on the troopjs at Bami than on those at any 
other station. § On consultation with Remmert, the Commander of the Ex- 
pedition considered it necessary to increase the number of beds, in the tempo- 
rary field hospitals at Bami and ChikisMiar, viz.y the section oENo. 2 hospital 
at Bami to If) officers and 200 soldiers' beds, its name being at tlie same time 
changed to the Taman Hospital, and No. 1 hospital at Chikishliar, by means 
of its reserve stores, to 300 beds. After this, the section of No. 2 hospital at 
Diiz-Olum with 100 beds was named the Duz-Olum Temporary Half Field 
HospitaL |j 

* Its stores weighed 1,440 cwti.*— 

t Beport of the Saperinteiideat of Ka. 4 Hospital, Ho. S84 dated lOth (SSad) December 
im,--Autkor. 

X The Comiaander of the Expedition telegraphed to Tiflis on the 14tii (20th) August ; ‘‘ It 
would he very useful if an experienced and enlightened medical ofScer were sent to inspect 
both lines and the advanced force, as those who hare long served here hu%^e had their feelings 
deadened” — Telegram Ho. 4674,— 

§ Sanitary Eeport, pages 100-102 . — Authon , 

I General Order, Trana-Caspiao Field Force, Ho,' 557, dated 24ih Becmber 1880 (5th 
January 1881}.— uiw/Aor. 
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Besirles this, and by Dr. Remmert^s advice, tlie Temporary Commaoder of 
the Troops formed a new infirmary with 50 beds at Ya«*li-01uin and increased 
that at Khwaja-Ivala to 50 beds by means of stores furnished by the Red Cross 
Society. Tlie Yagli-Olura infirmary was entirely establi^3hed by the Red Cross 
Society, some stores being afterwards sent up from the Chikishllrlr reserve, and 
all arrangements being made by Shtsherbak, tlie consulting surgeon of the Red 
Cross Society. At the same time, the Atrak line was completed as regards its 
medical arrangements by rest-camps being establislied at Tarsakan, Chat, and 
Karaja-Batir from the resources of the Red Cross Society. All this was done 
with a view to the approaching removal of sick and wounded from befure Gok- 
Tapa. 

At the same time infirmaries of 50 beds each were establislied and opened 
on the Michaelovsk line, at Kizil-Arvat, and Kazanjik, the stores being prin- 
cipally supplied by the Red Cross Society, but partly from those taken from 
the corps of the 21st Division and the 5th Orenburg Cossacks.'^ By the 1st 
(]:5th) January IS'^I the follAving were the principal medical arrangements. 

There were twm lines, the Atrak line, destined (‘hiefiy for the removal of 
the sick, and the i?^Iicbaelovsk line, by which the advance of the troops and the 
transport to the front of artillery and Intendance stores lauded at Alichaclovsk 
from Astrakhan and Petrovsk took place. On the first Hue, beginning from 
the coast, there were — 

(1) a hut-barrack hospital at Chikishliar with 800 beds and stores, 

which had been heavily drawn upon already, however, for 200 
more beds ; 

(2) a regimental hospital and a rest-camp at the wells of Karaja- 

Batir ; 

(8) an infirmary with 50 beds at Yagli-Olum ; 

(l<) a regimental hospital and a rest-camp at Chat ; 

(5) the Dnz-Oliim half -hospital with 100 beds and a reserve of stores 

for 50 more beds; 

(6) a regimental hospital at Tarsakan ; 

(7) an infirmary with 50 beds at Kliwaja-Kala; 

.(8) a section of No. 2 hospital at Bami in kibitkas and tents, with 
200 beds. 

Returning tlienee by the Michaelovsk line to the sea, we find — 

(9) an infirmary with 50 beds at Kizil-Arvat; 

(10) an infirmary with 50 beds at Kazanjik ; 

(11) an infirmary with 80 beds at Bala-Tshem ; 

(12) a section of No. 5 hospital with 100 beds at Michaelovsk, partly 

in hut-barracks, partly in tents ; 

(13) the Krasnovodsk hospital with 800 beds in hut -barracks. 

On the west coast of the Caspian — 

(14») the Petrovsk hospital, with a section of No. 5 temporary field 
hospital with 100 beds ; 

(15) the increased hospital at Baku with 130 beds.t 

The total number of beds, omitting the regimental and divisional hos- 
pitals in the medical establishments ojt Trans-Caspia was therefore 1,800 or 
one bed for every 8 men of the force* 

* Siiuitary E-eport, page 104.— 

t See map of the d,wstrihvtion of the hpepit^ls with the AkhahTekke Expeditionary Force 
on the 1st (13th) Jannaiy 1S8I. — Auih^h 










Bj tile endijf iVovember there had be^*n eolleetecl at Bdmi a siiffieient ptoi'k 
of provisitni.%aod all the artillery destined for the siege of (iofc-Tapaj and there- 
fore Cieneral Skobeleil resolved to advance to Yegyaii-ljatir-K.ala. The li^hi 
bot’pimls were at this time far from ready, as the mobile hos]dt:il the 21 si 
Division bad only arrived at Mieliieiovsk in the end of Xoveniher, aad in 
basteiiiiig up to Barai to join the foree it Imd been iiimble, owing to want of 
traiispurt, to bring with it moie than its linen and small stores aiicl its uis- 
peiisary, the wooden articles and even the tents having been left on the way. 

the same thing happened to No, 4 hospital, wdiose ponderous stores had 
been distrib uteri aiiiong the hospitals on the nray, while the mobile lif^opitai 
of the 19th division never reached Gok-Tapa at ail. These cirCiiini^rmmes., 
which -were in the main attributable to the want of traiisport and also to 
tim preference given by those superintending the transport to the 
private stores of the Bed Cross Society over those belonging to Govoin- 
Were the cause of the activity of the lied Cross onkia! ■? Fe^miiig at 
this time tu throw into the shade the work done by the military medical 
Oiilcers. . ■ 

The liQspital of the 1st Battalion Samiir Regiment was opened at Bami 
irnmediatedy after the occupation of that place on the 10th' (22nd) June. 
B'rom Bauii it was moved iip' with the advance force to Sarniirskoye^ and from 
the 4tli (Idili) to the 20tli December 18.80 {1st January 1881) it was the only 
iDf.-'dical estabiishiiient with the force. On the arrival of the Red Cross hos- 
pital at Samiirskoye the 'Samur hospital was united with it, and the hospital 
thus formed was te:nned, the Combined .Hospital of the Red Cross and the.. 
Sdmiir Eegimeiit. This infirmary, which had loO beds, was supplied from 
the dispensary of the mobile hospital of the 21st division. The surgeon 
in charge was Dr. Shtsherbak, but the persou7tel under him was military. 
Rations were issued to this hospital by Government and the money allow^aiiee 
was doubled, ue.y instead of 25 kopecks per patient- and /jcy r/ko;?, as in the 
other iniirinaries, 50 kopecks were paid. On the day of the assault of Gok- 
Tapa, the combined hospital and also the mobile hospital of the 21st division 
were moved up dose to the ramparts of the fortress and gave first aid to the 
wounded, furnishing them also with wune and food. In its double position of 
a civil and military hospital, the combined hospital did not work without 
friction, as will be mentioned further on, and on the 4th (i6th) February it 
.■^as closed. 

The mobile hospital of the 21st Division only arrived before Gok-Tapa on 
the 22nd December 1880 (Srd January 1881) with its linen and small stores 
and beds for 2 officers and 40 soldiers, but without wooden or iron articles, 
tents, or carts for the wounded. It could therefore only be utilized along 
with its personnel as a drawing station.*^ In the sorties of the 28th and dOth 
December 1880 (3rd and 11th January 1881) it w-as in great danger of being 
cut up. On the tSLst December 18S0 (12th January 1881) tents and libiikas 
were issued to it from No. 4 temporary field hospital, and it became a camp 
hospital for the force. About this time also its dispensary came up and also 
the bandaging stores of the mobile hospital of the 19th division, with which 
it established a dressing station in the advanced trenches. Between the ist 
(13th) and 12th (24th) January a large number of wounded were dressed at 
this station and tw*o surgeons belonging to it were wounded. On the 15th 
(27th) January, the mobile hospital of the 21st division advanced to Askhabad, 

♦ Diary of the II Section of tiie StiaflE, Traas-Oaspiaa Field Force, ISSO, Nq, 34, 
page 
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where it afforded assisiance to the siek till the arrival of the Askhabad Half- 
Hospital, upon which it was closed. 

On the advance to Yeg-jT-an-Batir-Kala, Dunin. had been occupied by a garri- 
son of the Crinieaii Regiment, and in it an infirmary with 50 beds was opened 
by the Ited Cross Society. From the i 8th (30th) December 1880 to the iOth 
(22nd) Felmiary 1881, this infirmary was supplied with rations cooked by the 
garrison, and therefore the sick in it had neither soup, gruel, tea, nor sugar. 
On the iOtii (22nd) February in consequence of the increased number of sick 
to be removed, the Durun infirmary was enlarged to 150 beds, the stores for 
this purpose being supplied from the combined hospital of the Red Cross and 
Samur 'Regiment, which had been closed shortly before. The supplies for 
the sick were delivered from the local supply-depot (provisions and ships^ 
rations). The management of the infirmary, as no military was 

available, was undertaken by the Red Cross Society, which added to the ships'" 
rations preserved meats from its own supplies that it had kept up to this time 
in its own magazines. Attendants were detailed from the troops stationed at 
Durun (at the rate of 1 attendant to every 8 sick) 

On the 16tli (28th) December, No. 4 temporary field hospital with 400 
beds arrived at Yegyan-Batir-Kala, and on the 20th December 1880 (1st 
January 1881) it commenced operations, f taking over 60 sick from the com- 
bined hospital of the Red Cross and Samur Regiment. All the sick and 
wounded were received into this hospital on the day of the assault, and on that 
day it detached 2 surgeons, 4 hospital assistants, and 40 hospital orderlies to 
accompany the storming columns. On the 1st (13th) February, part of this 
hospital with 100 beds was moved up to Gok-Tapa, and on the 18th (30th) the 
whole hospital was moved to this fortress. When troops were pushed on 
from Gok-Tapa to AskhabM, No. 4 hospital was broken up and two half- 
hospitals were opened ; that of Gok-Tapa on the 9th (21st) March, and that 
of Askhabad on the 19th (31st) March, each with 100 beds and reserve stores 
for 50 more. Hospital stores were supplied to each from No. 4 hospital, 
which had been closed and the Askhabad half -hospital also received linen from 
the Red Cross Society. Attendants were detailed for the Gok-Tapa half- 
hospital from the former No. 4 hospital, and for that at Askhabad from the 
Shirvau Regiment. J 

The mobile hospital of the lOtli division was. moved up towards Bami, hut 
remained at Kizil-Arvat through a misunderstanding. Its field dispensary, 
which had arrived sooner, was utilized by the mobile hospital of the 21st divi- 
sion. On the route for the removal of the sick being transferred to the 
Michaelovsk line, this hospital was placed at the disposal of Prince Shakhovski, 
Chief Plenipotentiary of the Red Cross Society and Superintendent of 
Evacuation, and, after it had been augmented by Red Cross stores, it remained 
at Kizil-Arvat. § 

Daring the assault of Gok-Tapa, 7 dressing stations were established as 
follows : — 1st, with Colonel Kozelkoff s column under Senior Surgeon Koval- 
ski of the Stavropol Regiment, with Surgeon Milovidoff, Podolski and Bende- 
rovski; 2nd, with the same column, under Surgeon Maliiiovski of the Red 
Cross Society. Both these stations were at first in the 1st parallel and in the 
communications to the 2nd parallel, and were afterwards removed up to the 
rampart of the fortress. 

' * General Order, Tratxs-Caspiaa Meld J’drce, No. 60, dated 6tli (ISth) fetruary 1881. — Author* 

t 20, dated IGfcla (28tli) Jamiary 1881. — Author^ 

. i No. 06, dated 9th (21st) March 1881. — Author. 

, ; I Tol^ram from Colonel IrdnoiS, No* 272, dated 30th January (11th) February 1881. — Author* 
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Witli the right storming column' under Colonel Kiiro}3atkiii in the Grand 
Dukc/s Kala was the Srd dressing station from the combined hospital under 
Dr. Shtsherhak of the Eed Cross Society^ with Army Surgeons Volkofi- and, 
Shultz. In rear of this column follow^ed two more dressing stations^ the 4tli 
formed by the mobile hospital of the ^Ist division with Surgeons Zcmimer^ 
Kapatsinski, Gusakoff, and Aunovski^ and the 5th from the eombiiied hospital 
of the Red Cross and the Samur Regiment with Surgeons Slaijaiiovsld and 
Treiberg. With the left eolumn^ under Colonel Haidaroff, was the 6th dress- 
ing station, established first at Oporooye and later on, in the Mill Kala, with 
Surgeons Tsvibak and Vereshtshagiii. Lastly, the 7th dressing station wms 
with the general reserve and was under Surgeons N'esterovski, Yenyairiinoff, 
Sorokin, and SukhachefE. This station received during the action the wound- 
ed both from Colonel Kozelkoif^s and Colonel Haideroffh columns. 

All other medical officers belonging to the corps remained cliiring the assault 
close to the dressing station nearest their corps and helped with the dressing. 
Hospital assistants and bearers at all the 'stations were taken partly from the 
troops and partly from No. 4 field hospital and the combined and mobile 
hospitals. After the capture of the fortress, the two latter hospitals were 
moved cl tse up to its ramparts. 

Daring the assault of the Hth {24it.h) January ISSl, aid 'w^as afforded at tlia 
dressing stations to 1154 wounded and 83 contused men, including 28 officers. 


On the organization of the Akhal-Tekke hospital in 1879, it was given the 
establishment of permanent hospitals with a few modifications made so that, 
when the hospital was divided, its sections should possess a certain autonomy 
and be able to act independently of one another. The changes made in the 
establishment of a 1st class hospital with 210 beds, with a view to dividing it 
into two sections, were however actually reduced to giving it two commissaries 
instead of one. Thus the establishment of the administrative branch* of a 


hospital in the Expedition of IBBO-STwas as follows 

Surgeon in charge ... »«. .«• 


1 

Superintendent ... 



1 

Commissaries 

««* 

« »• 

2 

Book-keeper 

at* . 

tAl't . 

1 

Clerk 


tf* 

I 

Chaplain 

*** 


1 

Church servant 

* ■ 

m . « ■ 

i 

Writers ■■ 



8 

Nfon-Commissioned Hospital Orderlies . 


■ *.#■«. ■ 

9 

Bank and File Hospital Orderlies ■■■ , ■ 


• »« 

71 

Bank and File Artificers '. . 



10 

Non-Commissioned Officers of Transport 



2 

^ Privates of Transport 



20 


Hospitals Nos. 2 and 3 received their orderlies from the local troops 
in Trans-Caspia and also from the men of' the active troops of the force who 
were not considered perfectly fit for field service.. Senior non-commis- 
sioned officers were only detailed for the higher appointments, while for 
the lower posts Junior non-eommissioned' officers were appointed from among 
those privates who could read and write, and who were of exemplary character. 

* la Appendix No. 34 to Chapter III, Val, I, see Eeport ou the State of the Temporary Field 
Hospitala,-— 
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The orderlies, &c., for hospitals Nos. 4 and 5 were detailed from the local troops 
of the Daghistaii district and from the corps of the 21st Division, and those for 
No. 1 hospital came from the former Akhal-Tekke hospital. The drafts required 
in ordimny course to keep all these establishments up to strength were or- 
dtu’ed 1)7 the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus to be detailed 
from ali the corps in Trans-Caspia."^ 

In 1879 there were with the expeditionary force 37 surgeons, 5 apothe- 
caries, and 50 hospital assistants. All these were detailed from the troops of 
the Army of the Caucasus, which caused great inconvenience, as these troops 
were thus left with very reduced medical establishments, and this was all the 
more felt as the number of surgeons on the reserve list did not permit oi the 
losses in the medical staff of the force being made good. 

For this reason, on the recommendation of the Principal Military Merli- 
cal Oiiieert an Imperial order was given on the 22nd July (3rd August) 
18S0 for 37 surgeons, 5 apothecaries, and 50 hospital assistants to be detailed 
from all the military districts of the Empire to take over the junior posts in 
the Expeditionary Force. The Army of the Caucasus furnished 6 surgeons, 6 
apothecaries, and 29 hospital assistants to take over the more important duties, 
and with Colonel KuropMdn^s column from Tiirkist an came 2 surgeons and 4 
hospital assistants. 

Thus at the end of 1880 there were in all 44 surgeons, 16 apothecaries and 
84 hospital assistants with the force. All this personnel remained in the coun- 
try till the end of the Expedition, but on the Ist (i3th) July 1881 there were 
in the Akhal-Tekke oasis only the following : — 



From the provinces 
of European 
Eussia. 

From the 
Caucasus. 

Total. 

Surgeons 

20 

6 

: 26 

Apothecaries 

4 

1 

5 

Hospital Assistants.,, 

40 

34 

74 


General Skobeleff, who in June 1880 was much concerned about securing 
a sufficient medical personnel for his troops, expressed the opinion that there 
should be at least 1 medical officer to 1,000 men, and pointed out that during 
the Abyssinian Expedition there were for every 800 men, 1 surgeon-major, 2 
surgeons, 1 hospital sergeant, and 1 hospital orderly. We shall not be able 
to attain this,^'’ he wrote, but we should do all we can to provide against the 
approaching difficulties.'*^ J 

The prediction of the General was for once not fulfilled, and with the force 
in the beginning of 1881 there was 1 surgeon to 356 men of the nominal 
strength, 1 apothecary to 1,325 men, and 1 hospital assistant to ISO men.§ 

To' these figures must be added the medical ^^ersonnel of the Red Cross 
Society, among whom there were 2 surgeons in the quality of agents. 

^ Memorandum from the Staff of the Circle, Ho, 2932, dated 13tli (25th) July 1880. — AutJwr, 

t Beport from the Principal Military Medical Officer, Ho. 5978, dated 28th April (10th May) 
1880. — Author. 

X Diary of the Staff, Ho. 20, pages 5 to 7. — Author. 

§ This gave for every 800 men-* 

Surgeons ,,, ... ... 2*3 

Apothecaries ... ... ... 0*6 

‘ Hospital Assistants ,,, ... ... 4*4 


Total 


7*3 men. 
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The temporary establishmeut of the hospitals approved of hv the Com 
inaTider-in-Chiefot the Army of the Caucasus io April JSSO served as bask 


Surgeon in charge 
Senior Surgeon 


Jiinioi' 

Apothecary 1 

Compounder 1 

Senior Hospital Assistants 3 
Junior ,, .. 5 


1 with pay and allowances of 
1 
3 


lid.9 

IjJolJ 

994 

Ull 

974 

90 

54 


Jif>pecL‘K, 

40 
20 
SO 
2U 
SO 
0 
0 



1 with pay and allowances 

1 . 

1 . 

1 
1 
1 
1 


1 with pay and allowances 

1 „ 


coBS'titiited as follows : 


Principal Ifedical OfScer 
Siirgeoii 'Oil the Staff 
Secretary (Surgeon) 

Senior Hospital Assistant ■ 

Junior., , 

Principal Yeterinary Surgeon 
Assistant to „ „ 

The establishment of the field dispensary was- 

Apothecary in tdiarge 
, Assistant to ■ „ 

Senior 'Hospital Assistant . ■ 1- 

■ ' Jiini.oir „ ■ ^ „ , 1 

Senior Xon-Ccuaraissioned Otlicer 1 
Junior ' „ ' „ . .. I 

PriTates as fatigue men 4 

Finally each of the Mobile Divisional Hospitals with 40 
lowing penonntl : — 

( 1 ) Iledical B7^a7ich — 

Senior Surgeon ... 

Junior „ 

Apothecary 
Hospital Assistants.., 

( 2 ) Ad772lnist7^ative Branch — 

Officer in charge ,,, 

Junior clerk 
Artificers 

Hon-Commissioued Officer in charge of stores 
Hospital orderlies 


llfM’hlen. 

2,7(i9 

■Kopetiks. 

60 

1,919 

40 

1,450 

20 

90 

0 

" 54 

0 

1,919 

40 

994 

SO' 

lylll 

20 

994 

SO 

40 

0 

5^1- 

0 

20 

0 

,' , 7 

0 

5 

0 


beds had the £ol- 


1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

I2t 


^ * In Appendix No. 34 to Chapter HI, VoL I, see Eetum of the Temporary Field Hospitals in 
Trans- Caspia.—*^«i5Aor. * ^ ^ am 

t See Appetjdix No. 34 (Chapter III), Vol, l^^A%thor^ 
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In 1S80 there were in all 18 Sisters of Mercy distributed among the medi- 
cal establishments as follows : — 


1^0. 3 Field Hospital 
Ho. '5 ■ „ 

Taman „ 

DiiZ”01um Half-Hospital 
Eala-Isliein Infirmaiy 
Combined Hospital 


5, afterwards 3. 
■3 
4 
2 
3 
3 


The last three were, on the closing of this hospital, transferred to the 
Duma infirmary. 

The total number of men belonging to the hospital and infirmary 
detachments who were admitted to hospital for sickness or wounds or who 
died in the Expedition of 1879-81 was as follows : — 

Admitted sick, 825 men ; discharged cured, 750; died, 50 men. 

■ wounded, ■ 2 „ . ■ „ 2 

26 men remained in hospital on the 1st (13th) July ISSl. 

Turning now to the methods for the supply of the field hospitals and 
infirmaries, it may at once be said that all efforts to reduce that supply to a 
system failed. Only two hospitals, those at Cliikishliar and Krasnovodsk, had 
contractors of their own, and the remainder were supplied by hospital 
committees composed nf the surgeon in charge as president^ and the superin- 
tendent and a surgeon as members. The decisions of these eummittees were 
made in the form of daily proceedings, and not imfrequentiy were sub- 
mitted to the Commander of the Expedition for eoiifirmation. Still the 
Caucasus Iiitendance had made great exertions at the beginning of the 
campaign to find general contractors for the hospitals. Th^se exer- 
tions were, however, not crowned with success, and the hospital com- 
mittees were usually forced to apply for meat to the contractor for the 
ti’oops, and for flour, ships'' rations, and the so-called extra supplies, as laid 
down by the district medical administration on the 27th May (bth June) 
1880, to the Intendance supply-depots. "With this system, e</nstant 
difficulties were experienced in supplying firewood, and especially lighting 
materials, to the hospitals. The infirmaries were not imfrequentiy supplied 
bv the troops and received 25 /cqpecics a day for each patient as extra 
allowance.* 

To better explain the difficulties experienced by the hospital committees, 
we shall give here the history of the attempts made by those of the Chat 
and Bami hospitals to obtain a contractor in 1880.. 

In 1879, when the Akhal-Tekke hospital was formed, the In tendance 
applied to Karganoff, who already had a contract for the supply of meat and 
forage for the Exjoeditionary Force, to undertake the supply of the hospital also. 
In making this proposal, the Intendance thought that, as Karganoff had already 
a transport train of horsed arahaSj it would be easier for him than for any 
one else to fulfil this new obligation. From the first day, however, of his un- 
dertaking this duty, the contractor began to demand various privileges, such 
as permission to draw from the supply-depots various articles of hospital 
issue, and even after this was permitted, he refused to cany on the work, 
j^ter this failure, a hospital committee undertook the issue itself, and 

■ * Except tbe combitied hospital of the Bed Cross Society and Samur Regiment at Gok- 

Tapa, which received 50 Isopecks a day ]^r pati^t*— 
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engaged contractors; first of all Gasakoff and afterwards Kliablaroff, who 
supplied the hospital^ hot at very high prices. 

Oo the 2Sth Becember 1879 {9th January 18S0) Khublaroff offered 
to red lice ^ the prices for hospital stores x^^’evioiisly charged by hi but 
oil eoiidition of being given the contract for the whole of IbbO.* * * § His 
.prices were^ — . . 


Per pud of fresh bread 

... 5 

0 

' ,, wlieat flour 

2 

70 

„ „ „ pearl barley 

... 10 

0 

„ 5 , „ fresh steariiie 

... 1.0 

0 

,, veiirO' of milk (2‘7 gallons) 

... 8 

0 

»J J,J ' 5J hV(J:iiS , ... 

... ■ S 

0 

« „ ,, vinegar ... . 

»»• 4 

0 

5 , ,, spirits at 80^ 

... 16 

0 

One himcired eggs 

5 

0 

,, lemon 

0 

15 

„ &(fjeu (7 feet) of 3 billet firewood 

... 235 

0 


&c,, &.C., &c.t 


As the resources of the expedition were being increased^ the Iiitenclaoce did 
not think proper to accept KlmblaroiFs offer, since it expected that many com- 
petitors would appear for tlie contract, and that the prices would be consider- 
ably reduced, it, however, ordered the Chat hospital committee to bind 
Khublaroff to continue the supply at the previous (altluiugh higher) prices 
till the appearance of a new contractor, and, in addition, on the 11th 
(2;]rcl) February 1S80 it was considered nccessarr, according to regulation, to 
demand from Ivlixiblaroff a deposit of i9,'‘34«7 

In the meantime, on the dbth January (7tli February) IS SO, Kluiblaroff, 
in cooseqiienee of changed circumstances and of some of Ins agents having 
failed, retractedi his former terms and would only offer a reduction of I per cent, 
on his prices, if the contract were given to him for the whole year, and this 
reduction was not to be made on all articles. On the 14th (26th) February 
he further stated that, as he received the greater proportion of Iris supplies 
from Persia, he would require that the whtde payment be made in gold or 
silver money, and to tlie demand for a deposit he replied that as security for 
a year’s supply he would give 2,000 rovbien^ and that he Cuukl give no xnore.f 
At the end of February 18b0, the Military Council of the Caucasus de- 
cided that the supply of the Chat hospital for 18b0 was to be provided for by a 
committee tiirough a trustworthy oiiicial, to be chosen by the Intendance of the 
force. General Muravieff, the Commandant of the Atrak line at that time, 
entrusted the supply of the hospital to the merchant Teroganolf, who named 
prices 7 per cent, lower than those of Gusakoff.§ Teroganoff also consented 
to continue the supply of the hospital after its transfer to Diiz-Oliim, and the 
Caucasus Intendance approved of his prices ; but when asked to confirm the 
contract, it gave no reply. 

* Eeport from tlie Cliat Temporaiy Meld Hospital, Ko. 248, dated 30th Becember 1879 
(llfcli January 1880).— 

t Diary of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, Ho. 12 of 1880, pages 12 to Author, 

• j Diary of the Staff of the Tmns-Caspian Field Force, 1880, Ho. 12, pages 00 to 63. — Author* 

§ Report from the Intendant of the Staff of the Trans-Caspian Field Force, Ho, 1168, dated 
15th {27th) March lSm.--Authar* 
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Tn the meantime oa the 10th (23nd) of April; the former contraaoi, Ivha- 
1 1 Iff wh^had been hound to supply the hospital, cmapkined ol: tiie iosve. 

to him hy his temporary but obligatory position _m the matter or the 
caused to hosnital, and requested that a date might be fixed ior the 

supply 01 the Chat h ‘ ^ ga^j^e time requested tiiat, it the 

termination o - Olum he mi^-ht be given Government transport, 

hospital we moved to Government 

4P8 cwt. ol stores ah th^J^^hin, Verjbitski, 

•weighing , Khuhlaroff was a man who had served us 

“it^'Vus Kh« contract eontinued till September, t when the 

’"“S Se ZX iSS »»° 'f 

Sew!tCl‘Xtlaetp*.£ the ChitisUil. l.o»pW, ds»»d«l 

the following prices - 


Meat 

White bread 

Mmc 

Kvdss 


6 roubles Q,^ud (36*1 lbs.)* 

7 50 Icoj^ecks, 

13 „ 80 
6 


vedro (2*77 gallons). J 


jLvass 

The mice asked for washing for a year, inelnding firewood and soap, was 

‘s"BLnsi;s s -Pi... i»- t.ns- 

porb, or specifying p'^;^jJ®s'^per^'^mtieiit per dim for wasliing, 

sfcS^S, S'S'SdS 

this wa,y. A "P , , ■ , , decided that it was impossible to get a 

Control el “S', iXl cijent that td greater p.oper- 

req« i-ed could not be obtained eitlior locally or at a 
tion of thcbuppiic-^^J^^ from the hospital. The system of a daily money 
greater or ^ ;„gi.^aT.ies was also disadvantageous, as m the absence . 

Abases could bo wl it ms impossible to 
of pin ate stole whk-h should he made per diem, wlietner stores 

lay down the on the 

pro^poSTof Chief Controller Cherevanski, determined to adhere to toe system 
of iwspital committees, with the following changes and additions : ^ ^ 

(l\ The supplies on the hospital list which are contained m tne sup- 
plv-depbts are to he issued from them, such as rye and wheat 
flour, buckwheat and rice, groats, tea, sugar, y/«, pepper, onions, 
fruit acids, “dried cabbage, spirits, vinegar, oat^ andjha,y. 


t In ji[av 1880 tbe prices for tliese articles at the Chat hospital wtie 
^ ^ ... 4 roubles 80 he 


■ 07 \ 


"1;’' Bread 

• Washing, per man per mem »** 

i'rfe^rsrai from Grodekoff, dated Chit 16^ (28th) May 1880, 


4 roubles 80 hopechs a vedro, 
7 0 „ a pud. 
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{%) Pearl barley^ vsemoule, malt^ jmiiitj com pressed ¥egetal)lep, pmoe.?, 
cranberry extract^ liorse-radish;, and potatoes ai*e to be bauglit 
in 4 raontlis^ gfupplies on die west coast o£ the Cn>]4aii by a per- 
son of trust (a limit to tlie prices cf siieli Mipylit-s being* first 
lixedjj and they are then to La delivered by (ioveriiinent io the 
hospitals of the force. 

(3) 111 the same wayg sherry, cognac, linseed and olive oil, 

acetic acid, wadding, wax, writing paper, are be prociirciL 
(t) Instead of milk being parcliased, ID cows are to be taken (rver 
from the contractor of meat for the ariny, and Governmeut 
forage is to be issued to them. 

(5) rireu'ood and lighting materials are to be supplied by 1 he Iiiiencloiiee^ 
(fi; Linen is to be washed by the hospital ordpriisv, so::|y soili, 
bireh-tar, &e., being* obtained as in sectiom. i and 3. idrewufiO. 
v 7 hI lie delivered by the liiteiidaiiee, and boilers and tubs arc 
already available from those provided in 1S79. 

(7) From the advances made for rnioor expenses, the lo>pItals will 
obtain tiio.-e articles which are not provided for lliem, biieli as 
lemons, eggs, vegetables, fruit, &c., if the local purchase of 
these is lon/ally possible.^ 

In the meant i me, the Caucasus Circle Intendanee, in Tnahiiig arrange* 
j.ients for the preparation ot additional supplies for the Ii <-|dt‘aIs oi the 
Itasis of the tables newly worked out In ‘Tiiiis by a ineclieal Ci'trnmittce,t 
pruposed to the Trans-Caspian Intendance to prepa.re sis TooiUhs'’ supply, for 
'two temporary lield hospitals of 200 beds each, of the bill iwiiig art soles : — - 
Dried apples, raisins and apricots 216*0 lbs., best black tea i£':2 lbs., and fruit 
acids Ibs.f Thus on account of the preparations made at Asn*jiklian, 
It was found p.fssible to exclude from the supplies laid clown us to bo puirchased 
by the Ciiikisliliar Committee compressed vegetables, seaioule, potatoes, and 
cranberry extract. 

In carrying out the decisions of the Cliildshiiar Committee, it appeared 
that the inteiidaiice of the force could not spare n single inaa to send to 
the west etarst of the Caspian to purchase the supplies laid down in sections 2 
and 3 of the recommendations of the Committee. The lotcudfiuce there lb re 
requested Gabaelf, the contractor of No. 1 hospital, to stale his prices for 
these supplies. On comparison with the bazaar prices at Baku as shewn in tiio 
price list, the following differences were observed — 

Bazar prices at Baku. Gabaeff *s prices 

(wltlioiit adding- i^cr cent.)* 


Mouhtei. 

JToptfcl*?. 

MuiiUes* 


Pearl barley, joer 10 4.. 1 

0 

G 

80 

Prunes, |Hjr pound ... 0 

Kakhetinski wine, per 10 

10 

0 

18 

0 

13 

50 

Brandy, per bottle 1 

80 

3 

0 


* lieport from tin* luteiidantee of tlic Force to Oeiieral Sfeobtlff!,, No. S500, dated 1st (i.'nii) 
August 1880, ill the Ifiarj of tlm Staff of the Force operating in Trans- Caaphn of 1880, 

pages 222-229.— -.4 If //i or. 

t At Astrakliaii there had been stored compressed vegetables 192 ewt., precerved cabbage -for 
ilrrrtsA’ ,26*88 cwfc.j prwcrvcil vegetables (carrots, sorrel, spinacb, cabbage, nml tunn]>s) 324*9 lbs., 
h&itittra 648 lbs., Swiss milk 321 lbs., dried ^tragoii and marjoram 'i08'3 lbs., Martin's cranberry 
extract 108*3 lbs., spirits at 00'"^ 162 gallons, rusks 960 cwt., sago 3,888 lb?., vertiundh ISO bottles, 
and coffee 43*2 lbs. Of this nnaiitity, 960 cwt. of rusks were sent to Ivnlsnovn.l^k and the rest to 
Cbikishliar. — Diary of the 8taff of the Traus-Caspiau 'FkM Force, No. 12 of 1S80, 
pag<? 286.— ./Sl.w'/ior. 

% Insinietions from the Caucasus Circle Inteiulau;e to the Intendaiice of the Force, No. 
2G56G, dated dtli (16th) July mO.-AaiAor. 


ci 


The total prices to be paid for the four articles required would therefore 
have been — 


P earl Barley , 25 2 ju ds . . » 

Moiihleg, 

25 

JionUes, 

170 

Prunes, 5 2^uds 

20 

36 

Kakhetinsld wine, 10 ... 

100 

135 

Brandy, 100 bottles 

180 

300 

Total 

■ 320 

C41 


i (Jahaeff^s prices were in general 97 per cent, higher than those at Baku 
in addition to which he demanded 10 per cent, commission^ which he^ con- 
sented to receive only upon the articles bein^^ delivered at the place required, 
transport being found by Government. General Skobeleif therefore ordered 
these additional supplies to be got through commission agents^ but the prices 
were not to exceed those of the market plus iO per cent, for commission or 
even a little more. lie decided that this procedure should be followed for au 
iiideiinite period, or until conditions more favourable to Government could 
be made. The additional supplies were at first ordered by General Skobeleff 
to be got ready for Hospitals Nos. 2, 4, and 5 only,'^ but afterwards 

the system was extended to hospitals Nos. I and to the regimental hos- 
pitals, and to the Mobile hospital of the i9th Di vision. f 

Generally it may be said that the supply of the hospitals w-as insuffi- 
ciently organized. The arrangements of the Intendance at Astrakhan were on 
a small scale ; the su]>])lies were delivered on the east coast of the Caspian in 
very small quantitif'S, and were moved forward very slowly. Thus the Banii 
h'ospital reported outlie ]2ti\ (.^Ttli) October 1880 that it had no extra sup- 
plies for its patients.J d'ho same report was made by No. 4 hospital at 
Samiirskoye.§ The Molhlo hospital of the 2]st Division asked whence 
it was to obtain soap for washing the hospital linen. jj In the Earni hos- 
pital at one time tallow candies had to be made by the hospital orderlies. In a 
word, the extra siqqiUes remained in rear. Until the troops are supplied with 
the neeev^saiy articles, we have no time to think of sago and rusks/^ wrote 
General Skobeleff in October, i.e., the neglect of the supply of extra articles to 
the hospitals arose from want of transport. In February 1881, the Oificer 
(k\mnianfling the lines of communication, Colonel Ivanoff, asked for permission 
1o issue those supplies which had not been sent up to the hospitals in rear."'^"^ 
The purchase privately of horse-radish, lemons, &c., was a failure. Thus, for 
example, the horse-radish obtained by MelikofI: to the amount of 50* * * § 56 ewt, 
at a o('.st of 1,422 roubles was delivered quite rotten and was not taken over, 
and boxes with 10,000 rotten lemons, obtained in Persia and brought to Chat 
by the lied Cross Society, had to be buried in the ground. The hospital com- 
mittees and superintendents constantly complained to the Staff that firewood, 

* Diary No, 12, pages 235-337, Eoporfe from the Intendance to the Commander of the Ex“ 
pedition •, No. 30, dated 5th (17th) Auguf;t 1$80.— 

t Eeport of the Principal Mediciil Odieer, No. 102, dated 29th August (10th September) 
1880. — Author, 

I Report of the Hospital Committee, No. 180, dated 12tli (24th) October 1880. — Author, 

§ Diary of the Staff of the ^Frans-Caspian Field Force, No. 12 of 1880, pages 4ibQ‘‘4Sd.— Author^ 

II Ilnd, page 4B1 . — Author, 

Ifjid, No. 17 of 1880, page 102.^ — Author. 

By General Order Ko, 136^ dated 25th March (6th April) 1881, it was decided that the 
extra supplies furnished for the held hospitals should he divided among a.ll the infirmaries on the 
Mlcliaelovsk Line. Earlier had Iteen given, dated 6th (18th) February 1881, for the 

a.-ftimaiy at Durun : <3h. 0. 60, para ll.— 
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ligliting rys-iter!;i!s, bred'-l^ ao.-l other articles h:-ri no! I-ocb Rnj>|>!ie(l 

to them. Tii«^ ra-fat snp|ilied to tlie hospitals by the Army eoiitractors was.. Lad 
and ef>n*,Ld'ed of nothing but hones; and atfer it was cooked it did not 
giro nearly the proper nnuiber of rath'ins^ so the Field Control oiade a' report 
on this mat . . 

Tln-w'csnlt of all privations w%as that the cure of the sick and the 
ro-es^iblisiinient of rirAr h'^airh were A lived, and tlie'o wore even ea>t‘s 
of men having been attacked! with scurvy while in hospital on uccraini; of 
the want of variety in their i'oad and the absence of fresh vegc cables or 
seasoning. 

As for the supply of .mcdicdiies to tlie metli^al estakl-'d'iirx'iils in Trans- 
Ca^ipia, wo have already given details on this suir'e"': in speaking of Dr, 
Eeniraerths dispensary ]Hck-^audiies, w'ovAi^ iieeordiag to id.srJaij, should have 
marcdied wit h the We hare ai-'o nieiitioiwA L)w etuiiig^s wore niad^? 

in the tudj] >s of modiehies in which weaker ariiek's were re]/laccd Iw thfjse of 
a more active iialuw-‘, ar*d we Lave also de;-er*d>ed in dic.kdl tiie organization of 
the titdd dis])ensaiy wide!! vras to scpjily any deHtdeacn' in the held hospitels. 
"We will here only adtl llial it was pi‘o|>o.st?d to form a rojprvo of inedicioes at 
Petrovsk ironi wliicli ihe iield dl-ir-nba-y corilu be rr'ph'r.i.da'Mk 

From all this, it might be coiiciiided that the apothecary armngempBts 
were w’ell organizHi, but in realihv ir was not quite so, as the dispensary pack- 
saddles were the first of wdiieh convoys tried to rid. From the very iirst 
day of the advance of the Ikvpediiionary Force, theiaforf, compirduts were 
heard .on one hand o.f tlie .i;n..su1iitdency of apotl.seeary'^s stores on tae f'ast. coa.Ht:,:. 
and> 00 the other, of troops asking* to bo relieved of tiie extra wadght of those 
stores. We may mention as a rase in point that, after tlie affair of the 2f5rd 
dime (5th July) in which Idr. Studitski was killed and 5 Cossacks wonmied, 
the surgeon at Kliwaja-Kida, to wdiicdi station the wound-, :?d v/cre brought, 
had no bandaging materials, and thnse which had lieionged to t!ie ;ird Jhit- 
taiion, Samur iiegiment, were all expended. t On i.he lJ3th (25th) Sep- 
tember, the Principal Medical Officer reported to the Commaiidor of the 
Expedition that the dispensary handed over to the 3rd Baltalioo, Apsheron 
Regiment, did not appear to be new, ami that the stores were j>aeked in a 
box which it was impossitde to carry in the d^sert.’^ 

The general recurrence of such cases is noticed in the sanitary report 
of the Inspector of the Medical Department of the Caucasus in which we read 
as follows : On arriving at Petrovsk, we 'were iinfortimately convinced of 
the correctness of the reports made to us of all the medical stores not having 
yet been despatched to the east coast. Thus we there found the regimental 
medicine chests all packed and ready, all the medicine chests of the held 
dispensary, the medicines sent for the latter from Tiflis, the medicine chests for 
both the divisional hospitals with all their surgical instruments, and all tlie 
carts destined for the removal of the sick and wounded. All tlu^se were lying 
on the quay and were awaiting their turn to be despatched, tind nobody knew 
whether they were to be sent to Chikishliar or to Krasni>vydiikA'§ At this 
time (in October) great want of certain medicines was felt in the liospitals 
at Chikishliar and ElrasnoYodsb, as those at Petrovsk* could not be made 
available. 

• JDiary of the StalF, No* 12. — JutAor , , 

t lioport of the Khwaja-Kala Sta;ppBn pohit. Ho. 14, dated 2Srd June (5th July) 
1880 ,— 'AwJfilor. 

X Diary Ho. 12, page 260. — Aisi%or, 

§ Saaitary Eeport^ page 9$, -^Author, 
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AlOiono’li hy tlie midcllo o£ November the articles deficient had been snp- 
plied to the mediea! establishments^ the field dispensary was never complete- 
ly fovnied on the original plan, . 

In putting together the expenses of apotheeary^s stores for the medical 
establishments^ we get the following data : — 



Tlio total cost of apothoeaxy *8 stores supplied for the force was... 

63,233 

28f , 


Of these, medicines cost ... ... 

The principal expenditure was for quinine, which cost-^ 


46,009 



1317 pounds (285*3 lbs.) ixx neutral snl])hate 

: ■ ■■ 

26,003 

m 


181 „ (162‘9 lbs.) in acid sulphate ... 

... 

11,921 

m 


Total* 

>*« 

" 37^9241::' 

74| 


Ptores and utensils 


2,500 

51 i 


Eauil'igint^ materials ... 


10,232 

1:' m/' 

I'l 

Disinfecting materiuls ... ... 

; 6i'#« 

4,491 

37 

/,‘,V 

,.l.< ' 

Total 


63,233 

\:m 

Of this, there were used up medicines to the value of 
Including quinine : — 

.4. 

24, 800 

66 1 

yf'!/ ^ . 

^ 179 pounds (ir.pl lbs.) rieutral sulphate ... 

int* 

14,686 

20f 


71 „ ( 66*9 lbs.) acid sulphate ... 


4,657 

38 

,v|‘ 

Total 

... 

19,343 

m 

Ji. . ■ 

Stores and intensHs 


1,606 

65 


Bandaging materials ... •«. 

... 

7,680 

99 

p,,/; : 

Disinfecting materials 

... 

3,050 

' '.'25 ■' 


Total 

■ ... 

87,738 

56 


This left nnexpended stores to the value of 25,491^ ro7{Mes 6^ Icopeeh^ of 
which lS55^l roifljh'fi 15| kopeeJes were for quiiiine; mostly in the field dispen- 
sary and its branches. 

The hospitals were supplied with all the linen and metal articles laid, 
down in their eqnipment tables and also with cam]) equipage for the sick and 
the pefao.tnei from the existing stores. Wooden stores and a few metal ones 
not kept ill stock were i)urehasad by the Caucasus Intendance for 27,868 
To'ithles.-]' 

In going now into the details of the measures taken to combat sickness 
among the troops engaged in the conquest of Akhal-Tekke, we shall give the 
totals of those who fell sick or were wounded or who died during 1880-Bl. 
These figures are not consoling, as to the diseases which prevailed in 1879 
must be added also typhus, the more severe forms of which attained a great 
development. 


^ Making the price ol a paand of neutral sulphate 83 roubles, of acid sulphate 66 
, roubles. — Jiuihor* ^ _ 

t In 1879, 5j973 roubles were expended on this head. — Report of the operations of the Cau- 
■ casus Ijxtendjmoe for the fiux)ply ol the troops in Trans'Caspia in 1879'S0. — Author, 


The i^eneral development and amount of sickness is shewn In the following 
tahle; the si^n 4- indicates eases mdsich remained over froin lb79 or 1880 : — 






i 

laSl, 


1 Total. 

Difac-a*^es. 

' Ad- 1 Dig. 
mitted. hharg'ed. 

i 

Died. 

Re ma m- 
irag. 

Ad- 

■mitted. 

Ids- 

ehar;|e<J< 

' Died. 

krtiiain- 

ing. 

Ail- 

' m if led. 

i Died. 

iKteruilttcat fever ^ 

6, ms 

6,3r<0 

35 

153 

2.S34 

■+I11 

2,757 


: 207 

8,411 

65 

Pnterle catarrh | 

3.3-10 

+27 

: 3,123 

63 

175 

1.502 

+03 

1.341 


2S1 

4,902 


iH'fleutery ... | 

7^0 
+ 14 

.:3 

75 

CC 

1S6 
+ 17 

100 

04 

30 

760 

133 

'I'yphns ‘m all forma 

IfA) 

« 

20 

31 

3, 3 15 

■ 1.002 

175 

I6S 

1,415 

10> 

trearvy ,■ ... ■ | 

333 

+7S 

472 

1*3 

191 

+1l 

zm 

25 

Sat) 

1,321 

88 

Eye diseases! .... 1 1 

653 
•+ a 

628 


1 

29 i 

^ 2S7 

+15 

1 257 

■■ 

I 

45 

939 

1 

1'. ' 

0;her illnesses . . 1 

i C.4*36 
, +143 

[ 

1 6,227 

38 

314 ' 

i 3,484 

1 ■ +198' 

2,973 

m 

■ €43 

9,920 

106 

j.' '• ' 

Wound# ... 

1 . 373 

! ■ +3 

j C2 

21 

SUO 

GOO 

+ 290 1 

■ .t 

Oil 

147 

1 ■ - 

111 

087 

' 168 

Total.'. 

17,012 

+:j'jO 

i . 

1C,3S3 

271 

1.204 j 

13,070 1 
+ 738 

9,431 ' 

512 

1,811 j 

2S.601 j 

813 


OE these numbers there belonged to the troops : — 


3SS0 17,234 sick, 378 wounded, of whom 250 sick and 21 wounded died. 


Of these, cfficers 

95 

9 

»»■ ■ ■ 

9» ' 

4 

99 

1 

.' ^ 9* 

•J 

1S81 

10,4/0 

„ G09 

: 99 

99 : 

395 

99 

147 

>» 

9* 

Of these, uffieers 

4 S3 

j» ■ o7 '. 

99 

■ tf 

12 

99 

12 

99 

39 

Total of Expedition 27,704 

„ 9S7 

■ w. 

ii 

645 

n 

IGrf 

'. !!'» " 

?l 

Of tik'se, oilicers 

04 t) 

„ 06 


99 

10 

99 

13 

}» 

99 


The remainder were civilians^ such as camel'-drivers^ hired railway wuik:me% 
and a few Tekkes. 


* In the Expeditions of 3870 iitu1 18s> 0-S1, 75 per cent, of the wounds were from firearms, 
5 per cent, from cuts with cold steel. Id per cent, from stahs with cold steel, and 4 per cent, from 
accidentM with rillcs or hy fiftillcry projectiles. There died 20‘C>4 per cent, of those with gmisliot 
wonnds, 111*66 per cent, of thoso with cuts, 2*85 per cent, of those with stabs, and 1*66 per cent, 
from accidental wonisds. 

Of 100 cases of mechanical injuries, wounds of the head (16*55 per cent.) were most frequent* 
ly met wiOh, then those in the face (10*d5 per cent.), right hip (6*35 per cent.), left Idp (7‘72 per 
cent.), right shoulder (7*2 per cent.), huttocks (7*15 per cent.), wwlst (5*42 per cent,), back (4*03 
per cent.), left forearm (3*72 per cent.), left leg (3*32 per cent.), right forearm (3*06 per cent,), 
belly (2*12 per cent.), foot (2T per cent.), neck ( 1*21 per cent.), right leg (1*1 per cent.) and pelvis 
(1*06 per cent,). 

Of 100 men wdio died from wounds, most (17*14 per cent.) died from injuries of the chest ; 
then came wmuntls in the head (15 per cent.), belly (11*42 per cent.), right hip (10 per cent.), 
left hip and left f orearui each (7*86 per cent.), hack and left leg each (4*28 per cent.), pelvis and 
right ehoiildcT each (3*75 per cent.), face, right forearm, and wrist (2*85 per cent.), huttocks and left 
forearm (2*14 per cent.), and neck and right leg (0*71 percent.). There w*ere no cases of death from 
*wounds of the foot or wTist. In the treatment of wounds,, the conservative practice was almost 
always followed, and amputations were only undertaken in extreme cases (18 in all), chiefly for seri- 
ous injuries of the hip. — Sanitary Beport on the ikkhal-Tekke Expedition, 1878-81, pages 
26*20 . — Auikan 
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From these data it can be seen that of I 5 OOO meiv of the nounnal sirength 
of the troopS; there were admitted to hospital every month — 

In 1880, from sickness 160; fimn woinicls 3'69 
In 1881, „ „ 176 ; „ „ 10-43 

and there died — 

In 1880, from sickness 3*84 ; from woniids *1 
In 1881 „ „ 0*71; „ „ 3-02^ 

In going into the details of the anioiint of sickness each month, it will 
be noticed that the diseases did not increase in ecpial ratio and parallel with 
one another, but that each had its own culminating point after which it fell, 
as may most easily be seen from the annexed graphic table which sliows the 
monthly amount of sickness from fevers, typhus, dysentery, scurvy, and enteric 
catarrh, and the total amounts of sickness and death for each of the 18 
months, if this period of 18 months, over which our data extend, be divided 
into three half-years, the following instructive figures are arrived at : — 

January-Juue ISSO. July-Deeoniher ISSO. January-June 18S1. 

1,484 sick (5 deaths). 4,044 sick (30 doat-La). 2,883 sick (30 deaths). 
247 ^er month. 674 mouth. 480'o^cr month. 

Compared with the total amount of sickness, the cases of fevers formed — 

In 1880, 31*33 per cent. j In 1 SSI, 26 per cent. 

: , ^ 

Total, 29*3 per cent. 

Of the total number of deaths, those from fevers were — 

In 18S0, 12‘9 per cent. 1 In ISSl, 5*54 per cent. 

V V f 

Total, 8 per cent. 

The causes of those fevers in General Sko!>eleffs Expedition and a.lsa 
in that of 1879 were the consideral)le fiuctuations 01 temperature between 
day and night and the use of bad water* Besides this, some places of 
the oasis ^ and particularly Bami, had a distinctly feverish character. The 
small amount of mortality and the quick recovery of the greater number of 
fever-patients show that in general the Takke fevers are not of a malignant 
nature. 

The sickness from enteric catarrh (disorders of the stomach) reached its 
maximum in August, September, and October 1 880, when the number of 
cases of men falling sick from this disease reached 20 to 22 - in a day, and then 
descended to 350 a month. There was least of this sickness in March and 
April 1881. Reverting to the above division into three half-yearly periods>, 
we find 

1st period. 2nd period. 3rd period, 

, ;i V, , Sick2C®> diedTl Sick 740, died U. 1,563, died ^ 

’ piontii there were attacked— , 

V 123-3 260 

* ^itary EepOTt, pages 20-23, — Auiior. 




Showing the’ monthly amounts of sickness and death among the troops 








Of the total numher of cases of sickness, those of enteric catarrh formed- 


In 18^9 per cent. 


In 1881, 14' 10 percent, 

• - : ' / 


Total, 17 'OS per cent. 

Of the total number of deaths, there were from enteric catarrh- 


In 1880, 05-40 Der cent. 


In 1881, 0*09 per cent. 

— .• - ' . i 


' .To'cal,' 11:2 '5 percent. 

The cause of this disease was bad water ; for- when it was improved, the 
amount of sickness diminished (the deaths, how'ever, remaimed the same, £*1 
dyio" of every 1,000 sick). ' 

Dysenteiy increased in the same ratio as enteric catarrh and fevers. 
There were attacked with this disease™ , 


1,81 period:. 


79 sick, 0 Oied. 
CJonsi 'qaently j)e r moo t h- 
33 


2nd f.)£'*rIod. 

^ 

398 sick, 70 died. 

m'?. 


S:‘d iVTiod. 

180 sick, 64 died, 

31 


The percentage of .cases of dysentery .compared with other diseases 


w.as- 


In 1880, 3'3o por cf'nt. 


In 188], 1*68 per cent. 


Tutul, 2*07 per cent. ^ 


The percentage of deaths was — 

In ISSO, 27*7 per cent. j In ISSl, 11*8 per cent. 

Total I7*ti9 per cent. 

The cause of this disease was the exliaustion of the men after excessively 
hard work, atui sometimes it fitilowed alter enteric catarrh on account of the 
deficiency of good food and especially of good drinking-water. 

We have seen above that there was no typhus in 1879, if we do not 
count the sporadic case of abdominal typhus in August which had a fatal issue. 
In l8S0-8h, on the emitrary, typhus made considerable ravages and caused a 
large number of deaths. In 18::>0 there was not much of it, only 100 men 
being attacked in all^ of whom 21 died; but immediately after liie capture of 
Gok-Tapa, typhus in its various forms was very prevalent and caused us 
great loss. 

The total number of cases were as follows, : — . 


1st period. 2nil period. 3rd period. 




r-. — ' 



--A , 

r 





Sick. 

Died. Sick. 

. Died. 

Sick. 

. Died. " 


1 . 

Abdominal Typhus ... 

D 

0 

■ 23 

10 

m 

34 

Mostly in Pebroaiy. 

2. 

Spotted „ 

0 

0 

i 

1 

185 

46 

3, Relapsing „ 

4* Undetermined forms of 

0 

0 

40 

2 

758 

64 

k ^ilostly in March* 


Typhus 

15 

1 

21 

7 

318 

41 

) 






d above, the diseaee was most p3-evalent after tlie er,| 
figures for the three months after that event liein«- as 

Abdominal Spotted Eelnp^in^ L'iidelevm:ne=d 

ayphus. Typhus. Typhus. l-'oi-nb;. 


Total 


Thus of the total number of cases of sickness there were to be 


In Pebniaiy 2*9B per cent. 

„ 31 arch 30-26 per cent. 

„ A^n’i! 10‘4U i)er cent. 

Comparpd with all the other diseases^ typhoids constituted 5‘0i( 
ig ill IbbU 0‘5G per cent, and in iSbl 1:M4 per cent. 


Total 79*2G per cent, of all case?? for tlie thr 
and 76 per cent, of ail the deatlis. 


*ee months 



and the Tiirkistan Force which ^ on its return from the desert^, was quartered 
at Kuhna (Old) Gok-Tapa. There were much fewer typhus eases among the 
Caucasus Cossack iTgiineiitS; as these frequently changed their quarters* 

The typhus, thefcxais of which wsls at Gok-*Tapa, spread thence to the south 
to Askliabad* and to the north to Bami. Gradually weakening in intensity, 
it went on from Bami along the Atrakand Michaelovsk Lines. On the latter it 
became more intense again in April after the passage of tlie Tver Dragoons and 
Orenburg Coss^ieks on their return from Askhabad, and amongst the troops 
stationed at Kizil-Arvat, Kazanjik, Akhcha-Kuima, and Michaelovsk the in- 
crease of typhus tof>k place^ immediately after the passage of these regiments. t 
The only means of meeting an epidemic of typhus is to evacuate at once, 
not only all those attacked by the disease, but also all who are in the least 
degree in feeble health. In Trans-Caspia there was not a line which was not 
infected with corpses, and to take the troops to one side of these linos, some- 
where into the hills, required large resources of supply. General Skobeleff 
therefore requested permission from the Commaiider-in-Chief to hasten the 
movement of tiie corps attacked by typhus to the ports of embarkation. J 

The troops feared scurvy most of all, as this disease in its worst form 
of general exhaustion nut unfrequently deprived its victims of their hands 
and feet and was accompanied by bleeding from the gums. Scurvy attacked 
everyl>ody, and among those suffering from it were field and other oflicers and 
surgeons. The total number of cases of this disease were as follows 


January-June ISsiO. 

^ A ^ 

Died. 
2 ' 
18 


July- December ISSO. 


January- June 1881. 


Attacked. Died. Attacked, Died. 

492 13, , 723 . ' 25. '^ ' ■ ' 

82 ^ 120-5. 

The proportion of cases of scurvy to the total of sickness was 4*67 per cent. 
In 1880 this was ... ■... ■■ 3*4 per cent. 

.And in 1881 ■■ ■ ... ... 6-52, per cenL';, 


Attacked. 
106 

Or per month 


The proportion of deaths from scurvy to the total mortality was in 1880 
4 8 per cent., in 1S8I 4*6 per cent., and in general 4*67 per cent, 

Tlie causes of this disease were the heavy •work,§ the exhausting con- 
ditions of climate, the want of fresh vegetable, &c. 

The scurvy eases were very difficult to cure, and consequently a large 
immlier of sick accumulated in spite of increased movement of them from place 
to place and to the Caucasus. The comparatively small death rate from scurvy 
does not prove that this disease was of a trifling character, as, without killing, 
scurvy mutilated the men, reducing them to living trunks. The total number 
of men uischarged as unfit for the service in 1879-1881 was 179, of whom 90 
were II class, and 84 HI class invalids. 1| 


^ At Askhabad the first man who fell sick wfcLh typhus was an ofiicer of the Tver Dragoons 
who had arrived from Gok-Tapa. — Auihor, 
f Sanitary Seportj, page 

t Telegram from General Skobeleff to Prince Melikoff, Ko. 704 dated 26t!i February (10th 
March) 1881. — Author^ 

§ Diary of the Staff of the Forces operating inTrans-Caspia, Ko, 20 of 18S0.— Export by Siirgeon 
Malishevski, countersigned by Dr. Heifclder, who agreed with him as to the necessity of observing 
the Sunday, to which Gtfiicral Skobeleff replied : ** 1 agree ; but war will not agree.’-’ Tiie Principal 
Medical Officer, Dr. Heifelder, wrote on the 21sr August (2ud September) 1880 : “ 1 think it my 
duty to point out that science has long ago deterauued that neither improved food nor hygienic 
conditions can replace the losses caused by insupportable physical labour. On this ground, if it is 
impossible to increase the nuinber of troops, those occupying the most difficult positions should be 
i?elieved as often as possible.” — Diary Ko. 4 of lB$0*-^Auihor* 

j( In addition to 54 men of the II and III classes discharged for wounds. In Appendix 
ISIo. 102, see Eetum of those classed as unfit for, sendee during 1879-81. — Author, 

d1 
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TiHi Uiontiily flueiiiations of sickness of other uoscripi ions Hot of an 
domic chiiructcr has no special interest, and therefore we think it suIHcient 
to note, here the percentages of those diseases to the eases nieiitloried above. 
Eve disea^CvS forLried in all ;3*r^? of those eases, the percentage in IbbO 
being b'74 IbSl There were no fatal cases. 

U'lher diseases formed *3{h54 °/o oi'4t 7o LsSl, the 

general percentage being 54*57 7o' percentage niurtality from them was 
i4 7^ in IbbO, j5i'54 7o 1881, and 15 7© generally. 

The percentage of wounded was in 1880 :M4 7© 1881 5*53 7©?^-^^ 

the percent:\ge of deaths from wounds 7*74 7© I8b0 and 37*15 7© IbbL 
On reducing ail the above to a system, we ifnd that for every 100 sick 
there suffered from — 

General diseases in 1880 ... 36*54 ; 18^1, 81*44 ; total average S4'57 

Fever „ ... 81‘BB „ 26*00 „ 29*80 

Enteric catarrh „ ... 18*90 „ 14*10 „ 17*o8 

Tjphns „ ... *56 „ 12*14 „ 5*04 

bciirvy „ 3*40 „ 6*52 „ 4 * 1)7 

Wounds „ ... 2*14 „ 5*52 „ 3'47 

Eye diseases „ ... 374 „ * 2*60 3*27 

Dysentery „ ... 3*35 „ 1*68 „ 2*07 

Of every 100 men who died, there suffered from— 

ill ISSO 4., 7*40; 1881, 32*28 ; total average, 24*00 

7*74 „ 2775 „ 20*74 - 

2770 ,y 11*28 „ 17*09 

14*00 „ 12*54 „ 13*00 

25*46 ,, 6*09 „ 12*oO 

12*90 5*54 ' 8*00 ' ' 

4*80 I, 4*60 ,, 4*67 

In eoncliidiiig these notes on the sickness and mortality in the force in 18S0- 
81, we shidl add the figures of sickness and mortality from all diseases (except 
wounds) for t‘aeh month, and also the number of deaths in each month — 


Typhus 

Wounds 

Dysentery 

Other diseases 

Enteric Catarrh 

F‘*ver 

Scurvy 


Os? Which thsre wkhje 


Death; 


Fever, Cafurrh, Typhus, 


1880 January, cases of sickness 
„ February „ 

„ March „ 




m 






■Of worsen 

TElJtl! WHUi:: 




■ .feTer. . 

. 

C'atmrrli. 



I8S0 iilr, '..m-'e?! 

of sickueea 

... ■ 1,615.' 

■ .476 ■ 

•d'Jd 


9 

„ Acgn4 


... 2S0$ 

80S 

66.7 

II 

!:i 

.'September 


... 2,685 ' 

■ 950 

■ '648 

6 

4J 

fp Oe-ti-iter 

■ f. 

... 2,a2f 

826 

545 

12 

f-ll 

'...'.''JJs'ovember 


... 1,630 

■ 459 

441 

Sf, 

r-;. 

'■ .'.Deceoilier 


... 1,564 j 

■ 525 

i ■ 1 

‘ 842- 

[ 

25 

5 1 

i.SSl JaiHiarj 


... IJ€0 ’ 

■ 4CS - 

376 

5l.J 1 

47 

„■ fe'bniary 


• ... >2,261' 

710 

294 

. 1 

SOS 1 

i 74 

5'larcli 


... 1,915- 

437 

207 

407 

131. 

„ April 

#». ' 

... : 1,666 

■ . . . 293 

805 ' 

.266 ! 

63 

■ 11 af' 

r» 

... ■ 1,381 , 

■ 424 i 

294 : 

120 

36 

■ Jiine 


... 3,461 ^ 

540 

872 

95 

89 


Comparing the mortality and .sickness in. ISSO with those of 1879, the 
very much better sanitary condition of the troops in the expedition under 
General Skobele if eannot fail to be notieed. In 1S79, even although there 
was no typhus, the highest number of eases of sickness in any one month was 
S,^360 (in duly), aral it never descended below 8<)0 (in 'December), The niiin- 
her of cfases of fever in 1879 was greater than in the two following years ; 
in July the number of fever cases reaelmd the large figure of 1,500 men, 
while in Septemt3er ISSO (the highest month} the number did not exceed 
950. Idle same may be said of enteric catarrh, the greatest number of eases 
of which was (in August 1880) 067, while in July 1879 the number was 
8-IO. Scurvy seemed to be equally distributed over the whole period, and the 
number of cases of it only diminished when the strength of the force in 
Traas-Clas|)ia “was reduced. 

In IS] 9, dysentery, which attacked 283" men in June and 328 in August, 
played the same role as tlie typhus which broke out immediately after the 
capture of Gdc-Tapa. The number of men attacked by dysentery during the 
second expedition never exceeded 99 in any one month, the largest number 
of eases being in June and September 1880, All this authorises us to con« 
elude that the measures taken to prevent disease among the soldiers, their 
improved food, clothing, &e., answered their purpose in 1880-Sl and saved 
some hundreds of men for the chief aims of the expedition. 

Still the figures of sickness in the second' expedition were great out of 
all' proportion, "as ' the "Porce, which never, numberedmiore 'than' ]4,00'0 'mett, 
had, in the course of 18 months, no fewenthan 28,000 eases of sickness, ie.p 
double its strength. .... 



■ ■ miy .. 

, we must mention tliat in tlie diaries of the Staff of the 

toree m &ans-Caspxa tliere ^e^ indications that all the drafts aiTivini tl 
the force had not been carefully inspected on the west coast. Thus, alaro-e 
number of the inen sent as drafts for the battalions of the 21st Dhusion who 
arrived in August 1880, appeared to be already suffering from tSJs lid 
other diseases, and many others looked jaded Ld anaamic, so S Tt fh. 
hist medwal inspection 20 men were sent for treatment to the reoimental 

Kegiment, 34 fell sick on the road from Chir-Yurt. On ioinino thSr bat 

ndp;b 23rd and 25th August (4th 

and blh Sejitember); of the remaining 81 men, one-half apiieared in bad health t 
191 men of the Crimean and 168 of the Stavropol Regiment wer7 admiJ ted 

lb oXfmXI P(t»"k4 Vkdikivta. 

_ In passing now to the question of the organization of the transport of tl,e 

In end of June 1879 the sick of the force, arriving in a iiever-endino- 

teefom the meansphicrcST^^^ 

The Chat section had to be cleared out before the Chikishliar one because it 

was the more unhealthy of the two and the nearest to the sotlmt there 
was reason to shortly expect large arrivals of wounded at it. The hospital 
own, so to clear out the Chat section the arabas in the 
p ssession o^he troops, which were used to carry provisions, had to be 
employed. Tliese primitive conveyances were natumlly quitr unfitted it 
sick men, and therefore recourse had to be had to the ftld Cross Society 
of tlie more severe cases. To this end the plenipotentiary 
of the Cancans sections of this society had placed at the disposal of the Chat 

““ 

Pt supply of the sick during their transport by land or sea was first 
conducted by the hospital administration j but during the voyao'esit very often 

^ppened that, in consequence of unforeseen and prolonged d^elays, the supplies 
taken for the voyage fell short Tr> o„..p i ■ i ^ ^ ucid,_ys, me supplies 

concluded with the Caucasus and Mercury on kfard °wlmst^ ships 

LS'prTS^'^*'' -pply^mm Vrestaurants on W S 

The sick were either taken straight to Petrovsk or were landed at Baku 

where they frequently remained a few days before proceeding further the 

more serious <^ses being received into the hospital of the Baku LocarBattalion 

Only the most serious cases were leftin the Petrovsk Hospital ,■ Jthter cases 

SzT Temir-Khan-Shuii, Hasav-Yurt, and 

Sreamns^2A^htrP°^®’‘"\“?''°^V^"^®^ established 

rest camps at ALhti-Buyun (betw een Petrovsk aiidTemir-Khaa-Shur4), at the 

CommanteoftheExpeiKti(>n,No!6lT^^W14a^|^im *he 

, 5 amltaiy B^portf page ^ 1881.-^„ttor 
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sianiisas of Slitshedrinskoi, NioholayeTskoi^ Saiaaslikinskoi and Slaipisovskoi,. 
and at tlie village of ‘Narzanovski. . . All -these points were provided with 
bedsj two changes of linen (for 60 'men), warm socks^ dressing-gowns^ 
furcoatsj table and kitchen utensils, ■ tea,' sogar, - inini, vodka^ brandy, and 
coffee, and, in addition, to each, man was issued daily | pound of white 
bread. Surgeon ilaiinin was detailed to inspect and arrange for all these rest 
camps.* ' ' ■ 

In 1879 there were invalided — 


111 July 
„ August 
5, September 
„ October 
„ Kovember 


82 men^ 

... 2:^'S „ i 

7S „ b Total 807 men, 

.. -384 „ I 

25 J. ' ■ 


From Becemher 1S79 fill the arrival of General Skobeleff in the country no- 
more sick weic invalided. 

Turning now to the organization of the invaliding service in ISSO-Sl, 
it must first be remarked that the word organization is far from express- 
ing the stvle of tiic arrangements lor moving the superfluous sick of the 
anny from east to west. There was scarcely any organization, and nine-tenths 
ofallthew-rk of carrying the sick from J3ami and fremi Gok-Tapa to 
Cliikishliar and Mieliaelovsk was left to the lied Cross Society, only a little- 
assista)iee being afforded by Government. 

For invaliding jmrposes it w^as at first proposed to ])rovide the hospitals 
with their own transport, consisting of carts fitted up for the transport of 
sick, and such carts, each for two sick, with a tilt, were ordered and delivered 
at Fetrovsk, Hi-re, however, the bad luck attending all medical stores met 
them, for the steamers were all filled up with provisions for the troops and 
there was no room left for these veliicles. Thus in the Diary of the Staff we 
find the following telegram from General Torniloff, dated i3th (25th) Sep- 
tember 1880 — ^^36 carts delivered at Petrovsk. Please telegraph by what 
rt.)ute they are to be sent/^ To this telegram. General Skobeleff added a 
note — Have they horses ? Without horses they are useless.'’^f It was,, how- 
ever, ordered that these carts were to be delivered at Chikishliar. 

The somewhat strange question in the remark by the Commander of the 
Expedition explains, however, the cause of the disorganization of the evacua- 
tion service in rear of the army. There wmre actually no horses for the carts* 
delivered at Petrovsk and there could not be, since hcu-ses (as has been explained 
in previous chapters) are a veritable nuisance in cam]3aigns in the steppe, for 
each has to he counted for in arranging for supplies and their numbers have to be 
cut down as much as possible, I'or this reason there w^as no mrdieal transport, 
and the evacuation of the sick up to the capture cff Gok-Tapa was of exactly the 
same haphazard character as in 1879. Invaliding, however, began in May 
1880. 

The sick wei'e transported on the ambas or w^aggons of the Government 
convoys returning empty down the Atrak line, wdiieli was the only one by 
which the evacuation was at first possible. It may be understood that with 
such means of transport it "was impossible to expect that the sick could be 
carried with much comfort to themselves, and their state is thus described in 
a letter from Dr. Shtsherbak, consulting surgeon to the Red Cross Society, to 
Prince Shakhoyski, u propos of the arrival of these trains of suffering at 


* Sanitary Report, page 6^,^Auikor^ | f Piary No. 12, page 261.‘ — Author^ 



Chikishliar-— Tl\e sick convoys arriving at CHkishliar from Bami, Dnz- 
Olum, and otiier points are in a frightful condition. The sick lie in arahas on the 
hare hoards and without bedding, which makes the journey a positive torture 
to the scurvy patients. There are no tilts to the amhas^ and consequently the 
•sick are exposed for days at a time to the action of the scorching rays of the sun 
and to the dust j their linen is filthy, many are in rags, and the greater number 
of the sick on arriving at Chikishliar complained of hunger and c/f their 
wretched treatment on the line of march and at halts.^^^" 

Oil Dr. Shtsherbak^s arrival, the invaliding service improved. First 
0 ? all he, by order of General Sbobeleffi, on the iGth (28th) September began 
liis tour along the Atrak line, and here he established several rest camps, to 
the comimndants of which were handed over the warm do thing and linen 
requind for the sick, which were taken over and entered in equipment ledgers. 
A convoy belonging to the Ked Cross Soeiet}^ accompanied Dr. Shetsherliak 
from Chikishliar, and from it he issued stores to the posts and rest camps 
along his route. At Bami, where a central depot for the stores of this society 
had been established, the waggons were emptied and the sick detailed to be 
sent down to Chikishliar were placed in them. Thus was formed the first 
sick convoy evacuated by the Red Cross Society and under the immediate 
superintendence of its agents. It only arrived at Chikishliar on the 4th (16th) 
October 1880. Dr. Slitsherbak having finished his tour along the Michael ovsk 
line, reported to the Temporary Commander of the Troops that in its actual 
state (in October 18S0) that line was not suited for the removal of the sick on 
account of the complete absence of water fit for drinking on tbe first 180 verd^ 
(86 1 miles) from Michaeiovsk, the small number of stations, and finally because 
the road along it was only a camel path. If tlie Michaeiovsk line were decided 
upon for the removal of the sick on account of its shortness and the good 
harbour at Michaeiovsk, it would be neeessarjr for the sick to halt at night in 
tiie open air, which would be very bad for their health. f 

Dr. Shtsherbak^s conclusions were considered correct, and it was therefore 
resolved to make the Atrak line the only route for the removal o£ the sick and 
wounded until the railway was brought up to Kazanjik. 

On the establishment of the rest camps and on linen and warm clothing 
being supplied at the halting places, the condition of the sick somewdiat 
improved, though for a long time still they had to be conveyed in the waggons 
and even in the arahas of returning convoys, and for a long time the removal 
was irregular and had a completely haphazard character. Thus the trans- 
port of the sick to the rear in 1880 was not much better than in 1879. 

The transport by sea was, however, quite otherwise. According to their 
agreement of the 8th (20th) September 1879, tlie Caiicani^ anti Mercury Com-- 
pany was bound to carry sick to Baku and Petrovsk in tbe return journeys of 
their store-ships. There were, however, on these no fittings for the transport 
of the sick, as the latter were not always sent in one and the same ship, but in 
any one that was convenient at Chikishliar. The sick were simply placed on 
the deck, and were there left exposed to all the asperity of the climate and to 
manifold discomforts. J Food was supplied from the restaurants on payment 
by Government of 60 hopech per man per diem, and bread in addition was 

* Letter to Prince S. V, Shakbovski, dated Krasnovodsk, 22nd April (4tli May) 1881. — 
Author. 

t Diary Ko. 4, pages 51-52 ; Keport from Dr. Shtskerbak, dated 18th (30th) September 
.1880. — Author, 

J Memorandum from (JeuCTal Skobeleff to the Commander of the Port of Baku, Ko, 6411, dated 
18th (30tk) Slumber 1S80 . — ; 
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issmi by GoverBment. As the siek to be e^acuatecl were only accompaRied 
by Non-Oommissioiied Officers^ on acconat of the deficieDcy of officers^ and as 
these received advances of money to pay the restaurant keepers to ensure the sick 
receiving their food regularly, the Commander of the Expedition made arrange- 
nieiits in August 1880 for the llilitary Officers and officials of the Field Con- 
trol stationed at Baku and Petrovsk, as members of the receiving boards, to 
question the siek on board the steamers on arrival as to whether they had 
regiikiij received their food during the sea passage.* 

When, in the second half of I8b0, renewed necessity ai’ose for the removal 
of the sick from Krasnovodsk to the west coast of the Caspian, the Insiieetor 
of the Transport of troops on the Casx^ian was ordered to coiieliifle a fresh 
contract with the Crawasus anti Mercnr^ Company, This was eoiiel tided on 
the same basis as before, thp sick were to be carried in store ships and 
not on the mail steamers, although the former were dirty, unecmfortable, and 
cjuite unfiited for this service. The allowance of 60 hopeckt^ and the sj'steni 
of Siipply was to be as before. The senior surgeon of Xo. 3 htjspital was 
oolcscd to telegraph to the commander of the Local Battalion at Baku on each 
ship-luad of sit‘k being sent off, stating their nuiiibers, but often, on account 
of stormy weatlior or the ships having to be repaired, the sick had to be left 
ill the lae'-dieal establishment at Baku.t 

All this was both clear and irnpraetieal,t not 'to speak of the haphazard 
character of the whole arrangement which might have very bad effects, in the 
case of sudden epidemics, on the health of the troops in consequence- of the 
actaimiilutionof siek at the points on the coast. Tlie Commander of the Expedi- 
tion considered the evacuation of the sick on the company^ store-ships to be 
unsatisfactory, and he clearly saw that it was necessary to have a specially 
fitted steamer for the purpose which should make constant trips at regular in- 
tervals, and therefore (tnnj out the transport service with the necessary pjueisioiu 
There \vas, howevtuq no money available for the hire of such a steamer, and 
therefore on the 16th f*2bth) September 1880, General Skobeleff requested the 
Commaiider-in-Chief to have the Government steamer fit- 

ted up as a siek transport-ship. After thorough repair, on the ist (Idth) Nov- 
ember this ship wouiri Iw able to begin its service at the very time when it 
would be most required. § Permission was accordingly given. j| 

To work out the description and cost of the proposed ilttings, a committee, 
composed of the commander of the steamer, a naval Iftigineer, the Surgeon of 
the Baku Local Battalion, and the senior Sui’geon of the naval hospital, wm 
appointed. On his part the Commander of the expedition intrusted Dr, Hei- 
ftdder with the immediate superintendence of the matter and put a sum of 
2,000 at Ins disposal.lf On the 26th September {bth October) Dr. Hei- 

felder reported on the arrangements which could be made on board the steamer, 
and stated that men suffering from slighter diseases would liave to be left on 
deck on account of want of room in the cabins. All the projected works could 
be carried out by the perwnnel of the steamer by the 1st (ISth) November 

* Mi'iaoraniluia from tlie Cliiof C».iitruller to tbe Commander of tlie Expedition, Xo. 167, dated 
25tij. August (6tli yeptembfr) 

t General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, Ko, 306, dated ICth (28tli) Sepfcemlber 

X Diary of tlio Staff, Trans-Caspian Field Force. 13"o. 12, pages 255, 250, 280. — Author, 

§ Ttdegrain from Geneml Skol>eleff to tlie Cominander-in-CMef, No. 5306. Memorandum from 
Mm to tlie Commander of tlm port at Baku, No. 5411 , dated IStli (SOtli) Septemlxir 18B0. — Auikm, 
II Telegram from tlie Comnmnder-in-CMef,, dated 17tli (SOtli) SeptemlxT 1880. — Author, 
f Report from tke CMef Surgeon of tlm No. 348, dated MiU September (8tb Octo- 

ber) IMSO^-^Autbor, 



lUUU 


1880. Afterwards^ during the invaliding service;, the medical authorities detailed 
a surgeon and orderlies for duty on board the steamer for each trip. Pood was 
to be prepared in the steamer'^s cook-house^ and it was proposed to issue the 
morning meal to the crew somewhat before^ and the evening meal somewhat after;, 
the usual times. There was always to be hot water for the sick on board the 
steamer. The Red Cross Society on its part detailed Sisters of Mercy to nurse 
the sick, and also furnished some of the supplies for the voyages.'^ After 
each voyage the steamer was to be disinfected at the expense of the hospital 
The senior surgeon of the naval hospital and the surgeon of the Baku Local 
Battalion were put in charge of the duties to be carried out on board, and the 
steamer thus x^rcparod began its transport work at the end of November 1880. 

At the end of January 1881, when a typhus epidemic broke out among 
the troops, it was considered Nasr-ud-diii^Sfidk alone would be insiifii- 

cient to carry out the invaliding service. Captain Makaroff, A.D.C., was 
therefore questioned as to whether it would he possible to fit this ship to 
carry a greater number of sickf and as to the cost of such fittings, and he 
was at the same time ordered to enter into negotiations with the Caucasus and 
Mercurij Comimnij and find out the cost of fitting out a ship for the evacua- 
tion of the sick, and the payment that would have to he made for its hire. 
To this Makaroff replied that the Caucasus and Mercnri/ Company demanded 
700 for the fitting up of a schooner to carry 120 sick, and 1,500 

rouhUs for that of one to carry 220, and, counting the payment at 9 roubles 
a mile, it would require 3,222 ro 2 ibles for each journey from Krasnovodsk to 
Petrovsk, and 3,900 from Chikishliar to Petrovsk.J As for the Idasr-^uUdhi'- 
Shall, places for 20 more sick could be found on deck. 

On his part, Makaroff proposed to fit out the Government sailing ship 
Aist to hold GO sick, and to have this latter towed by the JS^asr-ud-din-Shd/i,^ 

As in April the epidemic abated, these proposals w^ere not carried out, 
and the whole invaliding service by sea was carried out by the one steamer 
mentioned above. 

At the time of the siege of Gok-Tapa, the Red Cross Society carried out 
the invaliding of the sick from the siege camp to Bami, and from thence down 
the Atrak line they were transported partly on Red Cross vehicles and partly 
on Sansieffi^s arahas. 

It was only after the capture of Gok-Tapa that the invaliding service was 
organized in the full sense of the word, and then its management was centralized 
in the hands of the chief plenipotentiary of the Red Cross Society, Prince Siha- 
khovski, and at the same time (from the 16th (28th) February) work began 
along the Miehaelovsk lino as the permanent railway had been advanced as far 
as Aidin and the Decauville line to Akheha-Kuima. 

About the same time the want of horses was made good by 96 of those 
belonging to the 45th Ammunition column being handed over for the invalid- 
ing service. [1 

By General Order, dated 17th (29th) January 1881, Prince Shakhovsk 
was appointed chief of the service for the evacuation of the sick and wounded 
from Gok-Tapa to the ports of Chikishliar and Miehaelovsk. His duties were 

* Beport from tlie Chief Surgeon of the Force, No. 348, dated 26th September (8th October) 
1880.— 

t Telegram from Grrodekoff to Makaroff, No. 100, dated SOfcb January (11th February) 

1881. — Author, 

J Telegram from Makaroff, No. 248, dated 3rd (16th) February. — Author, 

§ Telegram from Makiroff, No, 235, dated 1st (13th) Februai-y. — Author, 

, II General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, No, 88, dated 3rd (15th) March 1881.— 
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as follows : — (1) He was to take timely meastires to preTant tlie hospitals and 
iofrrmiiriris being filler! lip with sick or wounded and to insure the siek^ on being 
despatched from the hospitals, being placed in properly fitted up Teliicles or 
railway waggons and siijiplied on the road with everythiiig neees.-ary tf> preserve 
them li*oiTi col L I Je wa-' to that with every eon vo} there v/eie smg .(.jis with 
3; prop-r sii])]j]yof banlaging materials, and Agents of tlie JIhI Cj'u-s S )elety 
with all ailit'l recpr'r^ 1 lor keepng np and re-establi.'hing ih '•ireu^dit £ the 
patients on the wryv; (jl) lie was to lay down regular dates for the evueiiiitlon 
of sieli from each hospital and infirmary along all the lines. Aceordirigio tha 
niimlier of empty beds in eaeli liospital or infirmary, he was, on each oeeusion, 
to appuiiit a. date for the ixiovament, and name the hiff.c^vdtud liiiinber of patient s 
who could 1)0 siuit away froni one hospital and received in the next. The 
iiospiPiL? were, 1 1 km ‘foie, to comiiiTinieate to him not less than tvcice a week 
tile niiml'i'i* oi: hck in their charge and the number ox empty heds. 

Prince Shakhovski'’s head-quarters were iixeJ at Bami as a central point. 
In fiiiestioiB regarding the invaliding, the chief of thn invaliiliBg service was 
to put hiin-ili in eripimniiicatioii with idle Ganeral Oilicer Comirniiidiiig the lines 
of commriiiieation, the Priiieipiil llcdical Officer, and the road eouimaridaiits 
for general nuatters, and in each separate case was t> eorrespoud wilh surgeons 
in charge of hospitals and infirmai-ics and station commandants. At his di>posal 
were placed all the carts bolongiag to the military authorities and 50 of San- 
sieff^s He was in no way to interfere wdth the aiTangemeiits of the 

military surgeons as to the sick and wounded men to be invalidcfl.- 

The numbers of patients evacuated to the west coast were as follow’S 
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. Total ' 


1,804 


Within the limits of Trans-Caspia more than 5,000 men were invalided. f . 

Tiie first convoy with wounded arrived at Mic*hdtdovsk on the Fel)ru- 
ary (0th March). From tliat time the line of cvaeinitioo. wus transferred to 
the -Mieluielovsk roufen wiiiek wms also the main line of earn la unicat ion. On 
the IDtli April (1st May) the invaliding of the sick and won iiclecl vms complet- 
ed, aiicl the duties of the Inspector of the Invaliding Service were at an end.J 
’Works for the disinfection and puriikation of the country were principally 
undertaken in January 1881 after the capture of Gok-Tapa, although in 1679, 

* i?ejieral Ortlc-r. Tra«s-C{k<piaii Fic4d Force, 88, dated ^rd l^-0,-~~Aitih(jr. 

f Ko exaefc figures are available. In tlie Sanitary licport' it is stab d tbat in 2,822 

men were evacuated to tlie Caucasus and 7.994 within the limits of Trauis-Caspia, In the list of 
siek irm^f erred, however, more than 12,(K)0 men are shown. — Aufhtir, 

J General Order, Trans-Casjdan Field Force^ Ko. 171, dated 19fch April (1st May) 1881 : 
Telegram from General Skobedeff to the Commander-in-CHef, Ko. 692, dated 26fch Februtrj 
(loth March) 1881.— 
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on tlie a,Triva1 c^f General Tergukasoff, e:^tensive operations of the same kind 
Imd been eondiicted with a view to disinfecting the country between Diiz-Oiiini' 
and Cisikisliliar^ in which more than 10,000 camels had perished. 

In IS60 the Temporary Comiimnder of the Troops recommended cleanliness 
ill clolliing and quarters as the best measures against infections diseases. In 
this respect General SkobeleS^’s General Order No. 479, dated Duz-Oliim, lOtli 
(:2bth) Noveinler 1 8b0, is very instructive. It runs — 

The following rules are to be strictly followed in the arrangements of camps 
and bivouacs : — 

One of the principal cares of every coromanding officer musL bo the health 
of his men and the proper care of camps and bivouacs, for whirli, besides 
nourisliing food being provided, the following points must be attended to : — 

(1) Tents, Idbitha^ , ipilameihaB or mud huts must be kept thoroughly 
clean and ventilated, and refuse and filth taken out of the camp. 

(S) The wells must be kept in order and special care must be taken that 
the troops are provided with the best possible water. 

(3) The latrines must be carefully looked after and every effort made 

to keep them clean. Every clay the bottoms of the latrine pits 
must be covered with a layer of earth, and, v/hen they are filled up, 
new ones are to be dug not less than ''I arshins (56 inches) deep. 
This rule is strictly to be o bserved also on temporaiy halts. These 
pits are to be dug in the lowest parts of the ground and to leeward 
of camp. The officer on duty is responsible for the cleanliness of 
the latrines. 

(4) In tile same way the kitchens are to be looked after. All refuse and 

filth must be thrown every clay into pits dug near them, and these 
on being filled up are to be covered with a layer of earth not less 
than an arshin (2S inches) thick. If the slaughter-houses are near 
the kitchens, the same pits may be used for the offal, bones, and 
blocKl of the animals slaughtered. If the slaughter-houses are 
apart from the kitchens, as is much better, special pits must bo dog 
for them. The officer in charge of the kitchens and the kitchen 
orderlies are responsible for their cleanliness and also that of the 
slaughter-houses. This does not, however, diminish the responsi- 
bility of commanding officers, and they must al wajrs remember tho^^t 
the good st-ite of a camp is a tolerably past inersnro of tbo officieney 
. of the troops occupying it, of the nttsritito to their duty shewn by 
commanding officers, and even of the preparation of the troops 
for battle.^^ 

The small amount of sickness from typhus and oven from d 3 osentery in 18S0 
shows that these preventive measures, whicdi were impressed upon every one, 
both verbally and in orders, were sufficient to maintain the health of the 
troopvS.* In 1881, however, after the fall of Gok-Tapa, in the siege and storm- 
ing of which more than 10,000 of the enemy had perished, these measures 
of cleanliness were quite insufficient, and therefore active mc^asures of disinfec- 
tion had to be resorted to. Immediately after the capture of the fortress. Gen- 
eral Skol)eleff, foreseeing the fatal consequences of his victory, formed a special 
committee under the presidency of the Principal Medical Officer, with the camp 

; In September, in consequence of the large numbers of dead camels along the Atrak line, 
orders were given to burn and brn^ them. On this subject Colonel Eogbrccht reported : Orders 
were given to the Commandants ; but I do not think that anything will come of this/^ — Telegram from 
Mngbrecht to General : Peferdsevitcb, Ho.; 6^0, dated 1 0th iSeptember (1st October) 1880.— 
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commanclaiit as representative of .tlietroops^ a'n official of tte Eed Cross Societj^ 
afidaxlispeiiser as,,iiieiriliers,to work'outa seliemofor tlie clisinfectioE of tke 
ground wliicH was covered with, the bodies of men and horses. 

First of all it rras necessarj to bury the bodies'^: and as the troops were falignecl 
and had to move forward to Askhabad, the Persians released from captivity 
were employed on this ’'work. . 

AfterwaixF, whim typhus had' further developed, disirifeetiiig Tf'.oins were 
constructed at the two great centres of ■ intection, Bami and Gok-Tapa, in 
Tvdiicli the clothing and linen of typhus patients were burnt, and tainted arti- 
cles belonging to the troops were fumigated with sulphur and carbolic acid. 
Baths were also constructed for the men and the troops were ordered to make 
use of them, and a bathing house was also opened at the hot sulphur spring 
at Archmriii, It beeame also necessary to esiablisli disinfecting rooms at 
Chikisiiliur and Krasiiovodsk vdiere the kits of the troops returning to the 
Caucasus were Eiirnigated and finally disinfected. During the progress of 
this work, the troops iTturning from the were placed in a separate earn p 
and each soldier was obliged to go to the baths were he received fresh linen, 
part of which was issued from the stores of the Red Cross Society. Tbc cloth- 
ing of all private persons and traders wuis subjected to the same priicess. 

Finally, to avoid introducing a t^'plius epidemic into the Caiieusiis, the 
disinfecting cummittee considered it necessary to disiiilect all postal pacdaiges, 
and every corps sent over was put into quarantine for two wopks* 
The latter measure could not, however, be carried out, a.s sucdi large sums* 
had to be paid for the detention of the steamers, A sanitary station was 
therefore established at Petrovsk, cousistiog of hospital tents, and here 
all suspected articles were again disinfected and tlw* corps arriving were 
detained under observation of military surgeons detailed for this purpcfe^e. 
In this camp, the 1st and '2nd Battalions Dnghistan Urgimeiit, 3rd iiiid kh 
Battalions Apsheron Regiment, and a half battery of tlic 2 1st Artillery 
Brigade were detained. On the dth (16ih) Alay the camp was broken u|>^ 
its tents tvere carefully disinfected, and the ground upon wldch it stood was 
cleaned,^ 

The amount of money spent on disinfectants shows that the Tio»rk was 
energetically carried on, and the speedy abatement of tlie ty|dms epidemic 
in April ISbi also bears witness -to this. The money spent on disinfection 
came from two sources, in addition to that exjiended from llm private re- 
sources of the lied Cross Society. By order of the Coiranander-iri-Cliief, 
2,2(K) roubles were at first assigned for the purchase of cwt. of chloride 
of lime and 48 cwt. of C|uieklime, and 3,003 roubles w^ere also assigned at 
Baku for the purchase of disinfeetants.t 

In addition to this, 10,000 roubles were issued by the Field lutendanee 
to the Commandant of the Atrak Line for the same purpose, and the lied 
Cross Society supplied in kind 32 cwt. of sulphate of iron, 1”6 cwt. of 
cliloride of lime, 1 barrel of disinfecting earth, and 2d barrels of ijhotogcme 
for burning bodies,! and from the stores remaining over from 1879, 73*6 cwt. 
of chloride of lime were put at the disposal of the disinreding coiiHulitee. 

After Gok-Tapa had been disinfected, which had betm done principally 
by the bodies being collected and buried, the chief attentiiui of the committee was 

^ Saaitary Report, jwjxes ifclO-iSl. — Aatlwr* 
t Sanitary Report, paf^^e loS. — -Author^ 

t For tiic* disiiifection of Gifk-Tapa alone wore used 480 cwt. of qiiitklinio, i4*7C ewi, of 
cMotide of lime, 9*28 ewfc- of carbolic acid, and 13*44 cwt. of pbotogene to burn the most decom- 
posed bodies.— Saoitary Report, page 158.— 
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turned to tlie road from Bami to Kizil-Arvat^ where the typhus epidemic had 
broken out anew in consequenee of the great mortality amongst the camels of 
the eoiiYoys which had passed through. At Bami from 15 to 17 camels had 
died every day; and as only three companies were stationed there^ these eonld not 
ear ly out the wearying and unpIeaBant work, burying their bodies, and so it 
wa;S iiitnisted to the Kirghiz, to ass^i^^^ whom two pairs of horses and a 
twodiorsed limber were issued by Government, so that the bodies might be 
dragged two luiles away from Bami On being buried, the bodies wore 
first covered with quicklime and sprinkled with a solution of: siilpliato of 
iron, and then covered up with 'earth/^ The Sanitary Report states that 
this work had very bad effects upon the health of the Kirghiz employed 
upon it. 

In the frequent mention of the Red Cross Society in the preceding pages, 
the beneficial and useful role played by this humane Institution in the .AkhaU 
Tekke expedition has been explained. Working on their own resources and 
without that formality which acts as a drag on all freedom of action, the 
activity of the Red Cross Society extended to places and spheres never readied 
by the military medical authorities, and nut unfreqiiently it was at work long 
before them. For this reason, the work of the agents of this society have a 
full right to the attention of those who desire to make themselves acquainted 
with the sanitary condition of the troops during the expedition, or of those 
who are interested in the details of the working of the hospital system in this 
campaign. 

The regulations for the Red Cross Society in the Expeditionf defined its 
sphere of activity as follows : — 

The society has no special medical establishments of its own, but its 
principal objects are— 

{a) to afford material help ; 

(6) the nursing of the sick by Sisters of Mercy ; 

(<?) the care of the sick daring evacuation. 

The Red Cross Society rendered great assistance to the sick in the hospi- 
tals, infirmaries, regimental hospitals, convoys, dressing stations and generally 
in all places and on all occasions within its power. After satisfying the de- 
mands of the medical establishments, the efforts of the Red Cross were direct- 
ed, as far as possible, to preventing sickness among the troops by improving 
their sanitary condition. 

The resources of the Red Cross Society were principally drawn upon for 
the supply of such stores as were not issued by Government or tlie issue of 
wdiich was insiiiricieut under local conditions, and therefore one of the prin- 
cipal forms taken by its aid was the addition to Government supplies and 
medical resources of all that would facilitate the cure or lighten the sufferings 
of the sick or that would tend to the improvement of the sanitary condition of 
the troops generally. 

According to this plan, the central admininistrative body of the society 
sent tobacco, soap, tea, sugar, &c., to the troops, and at the same time it had 
linen stretchers prepared which could be used as beds, it furnished three ice 
machines, and it ordered a store of medicines, to meet extreme and unforeseen 
necessities. 

^ Beport of the Assistant to the Principal Medical Officer, hTo. 1176, dated 22nd January 
(Srd February) 1880. — Author. . 

t These regulations were publish^ to the troops in Oeaerai Order on the 9th (21st) May 
1880 (See Appeau^ No, 103).— 
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For tlie care of tlie sick, tbe Red Cross Society sent earefiilly selected 
Sisters of Mercy and exf^erieoced female cooks. These sisters received 
15 TonVes a month from CTOvernment and the same sum from tlie Med 
Cross Society and were also allowed by Governmeiit oltieer’s ratimis and 
quarters. 

On aecoiiiit of the iinfaTOiirable conditions of the theatre of operations^ the 
society could not take upon itself the whole responsibility for the evaeiiatioii of 
the sickj but it promised to afford aid as follows : — 

(1) To provide^ as far as possible^ the convoys with medieineSj. 

.and additional food.' 

(2) To supply proper fittings for the transiiort of the sick on camels^ ara^ 

(3) To organize the sea transport on a steamer being despatched to 

the west coasts it undertook to place Sisteis of filercy on board 
of it with supplies to lighten the sufferings of the sick and im- 
prove their food. ■ ■ 

On its parC the military administration was to assist the Red Cross Society 
as follows : — . 

(1) It was to put at itsdi^^posal everywhere^ where it was necessary and 

possible^ buildings for dejCts and for quarters for the pt'rwnnploi 
the sorietv^ without payment, or, if no such buildings were avail- 
able, it was to put suitable ground at its disposal. 

(2) The stores and jH'Tiioitnel of the Red Cross Society were to be carried 

free fff charge, but in such proportions that the stores of the 
society did not delay the despatch of military baggage. 

(3) Forage was to be issued to the horses of the Society. 

(I) The required number of soldiers were to be detailed to look after the 
horses and act as servants to the Sisters of Mercy and the agents 
of the Red Cross Society. 

(5) The agents of the society had unrestricted right of entry to all mili- 
tary sanitary establishments, and were to be furnished with a 
standing wwitteri ]}ermit from tlie Staff of the Force. In taking 
advantage of tins right, the agents of the Society were in no way 
to ioteii’ere with the arrangements of tlie military authorities, 
but were to make themselves aecpviainted with them, so as to make 
their operations conformable to established regulations and per- 
form their duties in a proper manner. 

The above regulations for the Red Ch^oss Society w^ere drawn up in ISSO, 
but in 1879 the Caucasus section only of the society had taken part in the expe- 
dition. By it a sanitary eoliimn was formed, under the plenipotentiary Sara- 
Jeff, consisting of 2 surgeons and 9 orderlies with 4 large waggons, 12 carts, and 
a depot which contained bandaging materials, instruments, spectacles, filters, 
500 changes of linen, 1,000 pairs of cloth shoes, bedding for 150 sick, tea, sugar, 
preserved milk, tobacco, spirits of wine, linen, biscuits, soup, 3 large and 4? 
small tents, a large supply of fresh vegetables such as cabbage, potatoes (224 
cwt.), ciicuinbers (20,000), horse-radish, carrots, lemons, &c., &c. The princi- 
pal depot was established at Chikishliar with branches at Chat and Duz-^ 
Oluno, 

The campaign of 1879 was very quickly played out ; on the 1 6th (28th) June 
the troops left Chat and on the 28th August (9th September) the bloody and tin- 
successM attack on Gok-Tapa took place. Notwithstanding this, the small and 
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hastily formed Red Cross amhalance followed the advanced force and during 
the action of the 28th August (9th Spetember) received 22 wounded who were 
attended to by the Red Cross surgeons. SaraJeS^s activity on this fatal clay and 
in the retreat of the Force which followed it will be remembered by all who took 
part in the assault. Personally superintending the stretchex'-bBarerS;, hesiicceerl 
ed ill collecting the wounded from the field of action and loading tliom on liio 10 
carts and on camels, and afforded great assistance to the Principal iiodicol 
Officer of the Force. At the first halt he collected everything f r<;m the 
sutlers which could couduce to keeping up the strength of the sick or by 
providing them with food. On the further retreat ho distributed with a libcrni 
hand the Red Cross supplies at Chat and Chikisliliar, and thus gained the 
thanks, respect, and love of literally all the officers and men who took part in 
the expedition."^ 

The cholera-helts issued from the Red Cross stores were of special 
benefit to the troops when, in 1879, enteric catarrh and dysentery had begiin 
to make great ravages, and the warm clothing also issued from them was of 
great advantage to the sick during their evacuation by night. 

In the following campaign of 1880-81, for which much larger resources 
were attached, the Central Administration of the Red Cross Society took 
part, the actual execution of its measures being intrusted to its Caucasus 
section. The personnel of the Society engaged in the campaign included a chief 
plenipotentiary, Actual State Councillor Balasheff, Plenipotentiary Tarclan, 
Surgeons Shtsherbak and Manilovski, 4 agents, 16 Sisters of Mercy, 1 sanitary 
official (the monk Afanasii), and 51 orderlies, grooms, and artificers. Ii-s 
train consisted of 93 draught and 8 riding horses, 1 mule, 25 camels, 12 
waggons, 39 carts, 17 arabaSy and 1 tarantcUs, 

The sanitary column of the Red Cimss Society, however, only attained 
this strength in November 1880, and from September 1879 to Septem- 
ber 1880 the Caucasus plenipotentiary had to carry on his work with sliglit 
assistance from the central administration, which sent in ISiay 1830 a small 
convoy of stores along wdth Dr. Studitski. At the end of the campaign of 
1879, the Caucasus section enlai'ged its depots at Chikishliar, Chat, and Dua- 
Oluni and filled them up with fresh stores, so that, in ease of necessity, they 
could supply the hospitals, infirmaries, regimental hospitals, and corps with warm 
clothing and other articles. In each depot an agent and two orderlies were sta- 
tioned, and special rest-camps, each consisting of two Jcihiikas with camp-beds 
and iron stoves, were established at Kardja-Batir and Yagli-Olum. During tlm 
invaliding of the sick, tea, wine, tobacco, and warm clothing (sheep-skin coats, 
felt shoes, knitted waistcoats, and caps) were issu^^d to them. The transport 
of the Red Cross Society was increased to 5 waggons with 23 instead ol: 14 
horses. These were used as store waggons and also for the removal of the 
sick, and even marched with the flying columns detailed to oppose the Tekke 
raids on our posts during the autumn and winter of 1879, 

On military operations being renewed in May 1880, by order of General 
Skobeleff a small ambulance was formed, consisting of 4 orderlies with 
5 carts, provided with stretchers and bandaging materials, which marched 
with the troops into the oasU^ At the same time, by means of the stores, 
brought hy Dr. Studitski from Astrakhan in the end of May, a depot was 
formed and brought up to Bami where it was opened on the first day 
of June. This dep6t contained articles of 60 different descriptions, the 

^ Letter from General Skobeleff to Prince Orbeliani, No. 4765> dated 16th (2Stli) August 
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tola! wei, filing f4c\Tt.j and consisted .'prineipally; of medicines,, wine, preserved 
meats, and tijbaceo, and its objeott was 10 supply tlie regimental hospitals 
and tile garrison of Baiiii with these articles. ' In July its sphere of operations 
was cidarr^rl rind tlie Baiiii }ios[.itaI and the regimental hospitals at B.md- 
1 Kliwdja-Ivalgj and Kizil-Arvnt v'eie supplied from it. The Itcd’Crf ss 

S .tfiety toAr au anive part i:i the re-mrinaissance o£ Ook-Tiipa oil the 6tli 
July and sent t'w> hospltal-atteiiuuBts with 2 carts, stretcher-bearers, 
baiidiig’iig materials, and a supply cf eatables. Four severely wounded were 
carrif'fl away from this affair on the carts of the fled Cross Sucdeiy. At 
tlie same time 10 beds were placed by it in the Bami iiospltal for the 
won Filled fruiii this action, and these were provided by the Society with 
two changes of linen, vroolieii blankets, slippers, and dressing-gowns. Some- 
what later the same was done for ail those who were serioiisjy sick. 

Oil tlie C’lislt hospital being transferred to Biiz-Oliim, the hospital 
arliiiiiii'itrathjii iiiride plentiful use of the assistance afforded by the lied 
CVrs:< Society, both in tlie transport of the stores and during the first clays of 
the reopening of the same hospital. During this time the supply of the sick 
wdth bedding eu rcfufe^ and with tea, sugar, and wine, &e., at halts was carried 
out by tiie iled Crass Society. 

iVfter the heroic death of Dr, Studltskl, the ambulance fiirnislied by the 
central administration was also put under the charge of Sarajdf, the pleni- 
potentiary of the Caucasus Section. 

In August, although its action had officially ceased, the Caucasus section 
established, with stores from the depot of the eentiwl administration, infirma- 
ries with 12 beds at Eala-lshem and with 20 at i\IivdiafdovsIv,aiid in addition 
provided the Krasnovodsk hospital wdth everything it required which was not 
sup j died by ( i o vern m ent 

On the 8th (dOdi) July ISSO the official activity of the Caiiensiis section 
of the lied Cross Society wnts considered as at .an., end, for .its ■ president, had' 
informed General Skobeleil of Siirajeff'’s re-eall and of all the hired agents of 
the Society being discharged on account of Balrishef! having taken over the 
direction of affairs. To this communication the Temporary CoiiimariJer of 
the troi^pi wnt a repl> and recorded the serviees performed by Sara Jeff. The 
hdter, however, eoutiiiiied to work with the force' until No'Veniber, after 
wdiich we find no more mention of his name among those of the workers in 
the cause of hinmnit y until the organisation of a regular evacuation service 
by Prince Shakiiovsici and then Sarajeff was appointed to siiperiiitend the 
invaliding from Cliikisliliar. 

The new plenipotentiary, Councillor Ba.la,sheff, arrived at Chikisliliar in 
the last week of September lSbO,t and remained in office mitii the 14th 
(26th) November, when Prince Shakhovski arrived. 

On the 16th (28th) December, the latter laid before General Skobeleff 
a detailed statement of the operations of his ambulance up to the occupa- 
tion of Samurskoye.t We shall not here reproduce in full the report of Prince 
Sliakhovski, as the assistance afforded by the Bed Cross Soeiet}^ to the 
hospitals and sanitary service Iras been mentioned on each of the various 

* Kotes on tlie operations of tbe ambiiiance of tlie Caxicasns section of tlie Red Cross Society 
from May to August 1880. Diary Ko, 45, page 26.— 

fHe'^liad arrived witli General Skobele® in Traiis-Caspia in tlie l)ogin]iing of May, and 
bad then returned in the beginning of June to St. Petersburg, with, a report for the central 
administration, — Author. 

t Memorandum from him, Ko. 15, dated lOth {28th) December 1880. In Appendix Ko. 4, see 
return of articles, furnished by the Red Cross Society and sent to Trans*Caspia in 18^» — - 
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occasions. In a few words, the chief features of Prince Shaldiovsti^s 
operations from the 16th (^iSth) November to the 16th (28th) December 
were as follows : — 

He divided the whole theatre of operations into three distinct parts and 
put at the head of each one of his plenipotentiaries. 

The first rcrj/on^ under the plenipotentiary Fremon, included the Micliael- 
ovsk line and the large depot at Krasnovodsk with a branch at Tvazaiijik. In 
this raj/on the infirmaries at Mulla-Kari and Baluolshem with 50 beds at each 
and that at Fort Alexandrovsk with 25 beds had been provided with every- 
thing they required by the lied Gross Society. 

The second or Chikishliar ra^on under Sarajeff included the whole line 
of invaliding from Duz-Ohim to Chikishliar and to the WTst coast of the 
Caspian. In it were the Chikisliliar depot, and the Karaja-Batir, yagli-Clmn, 
and Chat rest-camps. An iniirmary with 50 beds was established by the 
Bed Cross Society at Yagli-Olum. 

The third or Baini ratjon^ under BalasIiefF, included the evacuation line 
from Duz-Olum to Bami and on to Samurskoye, and in it were the central 
depot at Bami wuth a branch at Duz-Olum and 6 rest camps at Tarsakan 
Khwaja-Kala, Bancl-Hassan, Archman, Durun, and Kalat. Theinfrraaries at 
Khwaja-Kala and Damn had been furnished wdth everything required for 50 
beds. ■ ■, . 

From Saraursboye to the front constituted the active ra?/on-^ the immediate 
superintendence of which was instructed to the acting plenipotentiary, Captain 
Maksiraoff. In it were a hospital with 150 beds, mobile dressing stations 
tinder Surgeons Shtsherbab and Malinovski and the transport, consisting of SO 
carriages of various types with 82 horses. The regimental hospitals at Samnr- 
skoye in December also drew largely from the stores of the Red Cross Society, 
receiving from them stretchers, linen, and other necessary articles. 

Prince Shakhovski took most energetic measures to ensure the eflieieney 
of the Red Cross Ambulance tvith the advanced force by quickly bringing 
up from Chikishliar to Bami, by hired carriage, and from Bami to the 
Samurskoye depot everything which circumstances or the climate could render 
necessary. 

We must remark that personnel under Prince ShakhovskFs orders 
was considerably larger than had been at first proposed. It con- 
sisted of 125 persons, in all, 4 plenipotentiaries, 2 surgeons, 2 hospital- 
assistants, 2 senior agents, 2 junior agents, 28 Sisters of Mercy 1 female in- 
spector of depots, 4 female assistant inspectors, 15 caterers, 3 sanitary ofileials, 
1 mechanician, 1 superintendent of txansport, 2 smiths, 2 harness makers, 2 
carpenters and locksmiths, 38 drivers, 9 camel-drivers, and 7 servants, in all 
92 men and 33 females. 

We have already mentioned the services rendered by the society during the 
siege and storming of the Tekke fortress, when it placed its hospital of 150 
beds at the disposal of the Comtnander of the Expedition who united it to 
that of the Samur Regiment. It only remains to say that the amalgamation 
of a government and a private hospital did not work well. The command was 
divided and complaints were made of the bad bandaging of the doctors of the 
Red Cross Society. To prove this to have been so, the case of one man wounded 
on the day of the assault is adduced, who was actually sent to No. 4 hospital 
without his medical history sheet (? !'), of which the hospital made a report to 
the Ten^orary Commander of the troops as a circumstance which might have 

♦ Of tiie Krestovosfiivi|oasS:ye and Kasperovskye communities. — Aufhor, 
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a pprnicioiis effect on liib cure. All tliis compelled General Skobeleff to sever . 
at the first oppfnlnnity the unnatural union between Guvernment agency and 
privatt^ enterprise. "We know that on the 4th {iOth) February the com- 
bined hoH|dtal was broken up. 

\Ye have seen above how Prince Shakhovski -who was appointed superin- 
tendent of the invaliding service after the capture of Gok-Tapa;, arranged for 
this servieCj which was only fully organized from this date. 

In conclusion, it must be mentioned that at the siege of Gok-Tapa two Sis- 
ters of i\Ierey, Countesses ililutin and Stryakoff, received contusions in the 
breast, and that the lied Cross Society had its own losS'''‘S to lanipzit ifi the 
Akhal-Tekke campaign. The first to fall on the 21 st June {drd July) was 
the energetic and daring companion of General Skobeloff in the trenches be- 
fore Plevna, Dr. Stiiditski, and 12 men of different grades were wounded before 
Gok-Tapa. 

The aigivity of the Eed Crr>ss Society will be eternally remembered by 
those who took part in the Akhai-Tekke exjiedition. The self-sa<*rihce of its 
memhcrs was boumll ‘ss and aroused the astoni^hr^ent of the whole force. The 
confidence in it was complete, and the wounded preferred to be tp-ated in 
the lied Cross hospitals to being taken to the Goveriuneut ostahlishrm nts. 
The accessibility of the lied Cross resources even led to their stor^^s being 
alnised, so that General Skobeleff was obliged to issue the following 
order ■ 

“ ^ilany Commanding Officers and Surgeons have applied to the Red 
Cross Sv*ciety for the issue to them, for the use of the men, of furcoats, knitted 
W'aistcoats, warm footcdotlis, and linen, although ail these articles are to be 
found in Government stores from which all the wants of the tr-..?ops have lioeri 
and will be met, and from which linen, vrhich has been prcpaieJ in large 
quantities, can always be issued. There linve also been eases of demands for 
flannel clothing for oilicers and men. 

Russian troops have carried on more than one war in "the de])th of winter 
without knitted waistcoats and Hannel chdhing, and, if they are now pro- 
vided with warm cl Thing by Goyernment, it is because in this country troups 
are exposed to most exceptional conditions of elimatc. This, however, docs nnt 
give them the right to demand fn>m the lied Cross Soceity such articles whi<'h 
are not on'y not according to regulation, hut are even emnplebdy superfluous, 
all the ni’jre so that the needs of the trov-ps have bet^n abuuuiuitly supplied by 
Government. 

The Hed Cross Society has been established to rrmPr extra assistance to 
the sick and w<mnde<l in war and not t(^ supply linen ami warm eloihing to the 
troops. If there are none of these things in Government stores, the Inteiid- 
anee and the Staff of the force will take care thiit the deficiencies are supplied. 

I therefore order all Commanding Officers and Surg'*ons on no account to 
apply to the Red Cross Society for any issue of clothing for the companies, 
sotviaSy batteries, or detachments, without first obtaining permission from the 
Staff of the force or the officers commanding fines of communication or detached 
forces, who, knowing the state of the troops and depots, may, in extreme cases 
and with the consent of the Red Cross officials, authorize the issue of warm 
clothing or linen to the troops/'^^ 

In resuming what has been said in this chapter, it is impossible not to do 
Jvistice to the great exertions of the military authorities and private represent- 
atives of humane associations to lighten the sufferings of our soldiers in the 

* General Order, Trans-Caspian Field Force, Ko. 45D, dated IFth ( 26 tii) November 1880. — Author, 
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campaig-n of 1880-81, and, as far as possible, to save them from sickness and 
death. The Government authorities regarded their task in a rational manner 
and with broad views. The clothing of the soldiers was chosen so as to he 
fitted both for midday heat and midnight coki, and for their sheltf^r, for the 
most part excellent ijulameikas or kiUlkas and even at last hut-barracks at 
Micliaelovsk and Cbikisbliar, all warmed with iron or brick stoves in wunter, 
were provided.* The food was luxurious even in its allowance, the ships^ 
rations were improved at the expense of tbe Red Cross Society and thus made 
more varied, ice was provided, tbe medicines were properly chosen, and hnally 
a numerous perso?i7rel, exceeding even the hopes of the Commander of 

the Exj^edition, was detailed, and all their measures had most beneficial 
results. 

Witli all that, the amount of sickness in the force, which numbered about 
lil,000 men, reached 29,000 eases, and that in a very short space of time, 
which cannot but be termed excessive. The climate was very unfavourable, 
and the work demanded fi'om tbe troops evidently exceeded their streng'th. 
Sickness prevailed despite the humane eiforts of all. It appears to us that the 
complaints as to the hospitals having no transport of their own, and as to Red 
Cross stores being given the preference over those belonging to the military 
medical authorities, both of which facts were brought forward as the causes of 

great amount of sickness, are not well founded. Every hour imposed 
upon the force the necessity of finding forage for it and was a regular burden, 
as oats and even bay had to be brought up from the coast. On the other hand, 
in the absence of Government stores, the Lied Cross Society scattered its sup- 
plies broadcast, so tliat tbe amount of sickness could not have been increased 
by Government medicines being left behind at Petrovsk while private ones 
were being used by the sick at the front. 

The fact is that the whole state of a.ffaivs was abnormal j but ‘’s a matter of 
history this state of affairs was without inlluence on the issue of the campaign, 
except in the matter of unavoidable privations. Indeed it could not be other- 
wise. In a force whose most energetic sanitary officer was its commander, who 
w^as always showing himself! everywhere, superintending everything personally, 
making himsedf acquainted with everything, and watching over everything, 
and whose first care was to spare the health and life of his soldiers everywhere 
whore the service did not suffer by this being done, the large percentage of 
si'“'kness can only be attributed to causes against which all efforts were of no 
avail. The importance and practical nature of wbat was done is sufficiently 
shewn by the cnmpanitively small death rate in the force fraui the epidemics 
of typhus and dysentery and from wounds. The local conditions prevented 
sicbMess being avoideul, but cure was quickened and large numbers of sick 
recovered their health, thanks to the abundant resources and the far-reaching 
activity of the hospitals and infirmaries in the expedition of 18S0-bl. 

There only now remains to notice the question of the utility of the Red 
Cross Society with an army in the field as experienced in Trans-Caspia. Its 
usefulness was undoubted and in this respect no Government organization for 
aid to the sick and wounded, which in its essence must be always formal, with 
formal accounts, and with constant dependence on different authorities, can 
compare with this private society, moreover directed, as must be remarked, by 
energetic and experienced persons. We have seen tliat the agents of the Red 
Cross Society also complained of the insufficient attention paid to their stores 
by the por3<ms superintending their.transport ; but those stores arrived at a 

’ \ ioorf to almost all its tents. — AMor, 


time when Government stores were rotting uselessly on the west coast of the 
Caspian. This shews that they complained personally of the former matter, 
and wrote letters about the latter, with a view to clearing the official eoiiseience. 
The great quality and strength of a private association is that each man is 
personally interested in the work. Government business is conducted by form, 
and this formality is the natural guarantee of order and the only basis of 
accounts, without which there would be no bounds to expenditure. 

At the end of this volume is given a return of the expenditure in the Akhal- 
Tekke Expedition of 1880-81, from which it appears that, excluding the 
expenses caused by the construction of the Trans-Caspian Railway, which was 
not required for the Expedition, but for consolidating its results, the total cost 
of the Expedition was 1 3,545,341 roiibles^^ 


* Appendix 105. — Author, 
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APPENDIX LXXXII. 

Rettjen of the Troops moved to Askhabad up to the 17th (29th) 

Jahhaet 18S1. 
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1st Battalion, Slurvan Regiment 

4 cos. 

... 

10 

37 

8 
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525 

3nl Battalion, Sliirvan Regiment 

4 „ 

1 

10 

27 

6 
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4tli Battaiiou, Daghistan Regiment 

4 „ 

1 

16 

32 

7 
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14 
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Mixed Turkistan Battalion 
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11 

40 

23 
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12 
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1 
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2 

6 

1 

42 
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61 
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5 
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1 
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8 
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Horse Mountain Division 

2 » 


1 
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1 
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4 

28 
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21 I 

5 

190 

'..h 

224 

2ud Soiiiia, Poltava Cossacks ... ! 

' '■ ■■ 

1 

[■■■ S 

® 1 

2 

87 

... 1 

103 

2nd f^otniay^tli Orenburg Cossacks 


! 1 

4 

7 
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r 

6 
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6 
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10 
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1 

1 
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18 
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20 
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20 

- 

22 
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8 

81 
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G4 

2,261 

56 
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Return of the Troops moved to Askhabad up to the 17th (29th) 
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Isfc Battalion, Sliirvan Regiment 

4 cos. 

... 

10 

37 

8 

463 

, ' 8 

525 

3rd Battalion, Sliirvan Regiment 

4 ,, 

1 

10 

27 

6 

347 


391 

4tli Battalion, Dagliisban Regiment 

4 „ 

1 

ie> 

32 

7 

302 

14 

372.., 

Mixed Turkistan BattaHon 

3 „ 

1 

11 

40 

23 

00 

12 

359 

f ■■ ■ ■ , 

Ist Half-Company, 3rd Company, 
2nd Cfiiicasns Sapper Battalion. 

■a r> 

... 

2 

6 

1 

42 


51 

4tli (Light) Battery, 20tli Brigade 

8 guns 

... 


6 

1 

155 

8 

175 

Horse Mountain Division 

3 

» 

... 

1 

1 

1 

31 


34 

Turkistan Mountain Division ... ! 

2 „ 


^2 ; 

.... 

1 

1 

;'V2G,, 

4 


Mixed Orenburg Ural Division : 

2 sotnias 

■ : " 2 ■ '/ 

6 

: 21 : 

5 

190 


'22'4' ■ 

2ml Soinki, Poltava Cossacks ... i 

'.l ,y 

1 

; .■.5'"; 


2 

87 

... 

103 

::: 1 (r:v 

2nd Orenburg Cossacks 1 


1 

4 


3 

i05 


120 

Division of loth (Tvar) Dragoons | 

' 2 sqdns. 

1 

6 

( 32 

G 

',;200;; 

10 

24.5 

Tuikistau Rocket Section 

2 troughs 



'1 /■ 


18 


20 

Heliographic Detachment 

3 stands 

... 

2 



20 

... 


Total ... 

... 

8 

81 

::.210 

irrmk: 

.3.261 

56 

2,G89 
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appendix lxxxiit. 

BK, Lm«S i,-.!, STATION. 

IIITITIM UJTI. 01 lITir.a is TllsNS-CASrli AII> JSSIOS-ITHO TO BK IIASBED 
OVKR. TO THE lUNlSTim OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 


T * /rr * /* rt-/* 47t/t Avmii of tliQ Caucasus, dated 11th {2ord) 
iConJirned I, the Oo^n,nander.n.OUe^ofJe^^^^^^^^^^ 


Mi 


1 . Tl» toliT^plT lioo. and /fX Ij fhl ™lm"V 

“ fcS”"*!!” i" fiT.BS-Clo.pia are to b. ased for the 

the great distanoe fro-rv iiflis, a speei jg reside at the place 

the’™-. Dhtrirt “a"d due ^ hon” by 

sissr;;; be ; -i ;,i^tbe x b, t^^x is;:t ddiortiei'’!! 
iSiS»dal^l“p“ 

given if the military authiintios think i of each will he fixed 

^ Section. 4. The class of the stations and 

according to actual Ybo'detemi hv t''*' military authorities, 

the stations are to be the unfavourable climatic 

be somewhat highei tK ^ r^AnqirleriLle amimnt oi' correspondence, 

At all stations where t-iere is . teleo-ranhist who should he able to 

there should always be a ® gta,tion in the event of the latter 

take over the duties of chief of the station, m 

Tb. posts of 

tbi-M slBsscs, “"J ”t“‘‘flr3(!'of tbe 4tlibl»is tolos'Vaj.birfs, iiispovis, 

Department, \uiug tfi uiocc • £ ilio rnihta'W nnthonues 

3b‘”«r“"S’ -i tbs Too ps 

-“‘‘t «. t»t tbs ps-t. St tsisg^x^^^ X t;:: 

cw„ dsfasltsis' sbssts. 

. .,,aud aMe to -inue-ir capable of fulfibing their duties, 

■ Section?. Soldiers who do aPi^ar c-ipao 

whose conduct is bad or who ^’3 t'rom them the Chief of 

“ Vy wiirtbsu rstum to thetr ™si.»™ts nod bo 

■ „ 

, V%:'' '■ " ' ■' 










Section 8, Soldiers will be detailed for tbe stations of the Trans-Caspian 
telegraphs by the iriilitaiy authorities, aeeordiiig to the recommend at ions of 
the Chief of the Tiilis Telegraph District. 

Section .9. In respect of the telegraph service both in the stations an 1 on 
the works for the repair of the iiiies,'--the soldiers will be placed under tlie 
iiiiniediate orders of the Chief of the Telegraphs, on the same as all 

other persons employed on those lines. " For unsatisfactory p)eriormanee of 
tlitdr duties, sohUers may receive disciplinary punishments ^ or may be 
removed from the telegrapb service. In tbe event of it being discovered that 
any mistake Las oeeurred in tbe transmission of a telegram which may be 
traced to carelessness on the pa.rt of a soldier, that soldier will Lear all 
tile responsibility of his mistake according to the general rules and regula- 
tions. ‘ , . 

Section 10. The pay of civil telegraph oScials in Trans-Caspia will be 
paid out of the sums assigned yearly for the expenses of the telegraph, and 
the srddiers employed, in addition to the diiTerent allowances due to them from 
the military authorities, ^vill receive from the telegraph administratioo a daily 
pay calciilafed at the rate of half that allowed by regulation for the duties they 
]ieid*orm. Provisiruis and ships" ra.tioiis, according to regulation, will be 
issued to all ranks in kind, the telegraph administration refunding to the 
military administration the cost of the civil officials" rations. Ihie quantity 
(■f prfwisions issued to civil officials wdli be fixed according to their rank in 
the ldor?rcliy. In view of the dearnesji of necessaries in the eoiintry, and the 
ditHcullies of service in it in time of war and for the whole thrratioii of 
act operations, ration money will be issued by the milita.ry authorities to 
all (ivil telegraph officials, in aildition to their aliowanees from the telegraph, 
at the rate of I rouble 50 kojjeek,^ per diem £m* a superintendent, a cliief of a 
station, tu* a meehnnie, and i rouble for a telegraphist. 

Section 11. "When works are being carried on for the con struct ion 
of new, or the repair of existing lines, soldiers fuililliug the duties of 
t'd'''gruphisfs and lin^^snien will receive allowan<»es from tlie telegraph 
administration, at the rate fixed for the permanent holdiU’s of these ap|)uiiit- 
ments. 

Section 12. Buildings for telegraph stations and quarters for the soldiers 
employed will be supplied without payment by the military authorities, in 
the same way as to other departments of the army. 

Section IS, If, at the places where stations are established by the require- 
ments of a time of war, firewood for the stations or for the meri"s quarters cannot 
bo bought, the military autliorities will issue it in kind and in the quantities 
allo^ved b}" regulation. Lighting materials will be provided, by the Telegraph 
Department out of its own funds; but transport for it will be provided by 
the military authorities. 

— Till Wivai is iinifeil with Krasnovr.drb, all the p'^-ntioris on the Atrak line will be 
considered as established by order of tlio military authorities. 

Section 14. All materials required for -the maintenance of the telegraph 
lines and stations, as well as .drums /rf ■ paper ribbons, forms of- diifnrent 
kinds, and oliiee stores, will be supplied by tbe Telegraph Dcqiartment out 
of its own funds, and delivered at Baku, whence tli^gy will l-e sent to the 
east coast of tlie Caspian and distributed to the statiuJis us mililarv stores, 
and at the expense of the military biulgid., atcorvliug lu Lie instruct. ions 
given by a telegraph official. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' L ■ ol 


Section 15. The maintenance of the lines and stations is part of the 
duties of the Tele^^raph Depai'tment, but the military authorities will take all 
measures to guard them from malicious injury. As at present the stations 
have been opened according to military necessities, if the troops are with- 
drawn from any point the telegraph station will be closed also. 

Section 16. The military authorities will supply, in time of war only, 
the transport required for the repair of the lines and stations in Trans- 
^laspia, as also working parties. If necessary, they will supply such for the 
lines on the littoral, as also ships. For the purpose of inspecting the lines 
and concliieting their repair, the chiefs of telegraph stations and meehanies 
receive forage allowance for one horse each. 

Section 17. The handing over of lines and stations will he carried 
out in detail by a person of the military administration appointed for this 
purpose. 

Section 18. On the above conditions are handed over the lines from 
Ghikishliar to Bami, from Bami to Kizil-x^rvat, and from Mulla-lvari to 
Krasnovodsk. 


APPENDIX LXXXIV. 

General Skobeleff\s Memorandum, dated ^21st February (5tii March) 

1881, IIEGAIIDING THE PROPOSED FORTIFIED POST AT AsKIIABAD. 

Having inspected the situation for a fort at Askhabad and the project 
for its construction laid before me by Lieutenant-Colonel Rutkovski, 
I find— 

(1) The situation is very well chosen from a military point of view; 
but it requires the opinion of a medical officer, because it is specially important 
to determine tlie advantages of the hill from a sanitary point of view. 

(2) I leave the dimensions of the fort without change ; but I think it 
necessary to include within the limits of the glacis the gardens lying near the 
east front to a distance of 100 paces. 

(S) Before the works begin, we should convince ourselves whether it is 
possible to sink wells, without which a fort is untenable in Central Asia. 
Experiments are to be at once made. 

(4^) Cultivated land is to be enclosed for kitchen gardens for 3,000 men. 
I think 1 08 acres will he sujBScient. 

(5) One thousand workmen are to he brought from Persia. 

AMSdd ; \ (Sd.) SKOBELEFP, 

Sid February {oth March)^ 158F } General ami Aide-cle^Camp. 



APPENDIX LXXXV. 


TuMPOEAiiY Establishment of the Administeative Staff of the Teans-Cas- 

PIAN PeOTINCE, CONFIEMED BY HiS IlIFBEIAL HiGHNESS THE COMMAMDEE- 
IX-ChIEF of THE AeMY OF THE CaTJCASOS, DATED IItH (23ed) JuNB 1881. 


Baiili:. 

m.. 

Yearly scale of pay of each. 

Cliief of tlie Province and Commander of tlie Troops in it ... 

: 1 

Soubles. 

17,000 

Kopechs, 

0 

PeOVI]!7CIAI, Stipf. 

Cliief of the Staff ... ... ••• 

j 

1 

(including 5,000 rowSZes for 
extraordinary expenses, 
and 2,000 for travelling 
allowance). 

6,000 0 

1st Sectiok. 




Chief of the Section (inspection and combatant services) ... 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto 

2 

1,500 

0 

2nd Section. 




Stiperintendent of the Intendance in the Province 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto 

8 

1,500 

0 

3ed Section. 

Inspector of Artillery in the Province 

1 

3,000 

0 

ASsSistants to ditto 

3 

1,600 

0 

4th Section. 




inspector of Engineers in the Province 

1 ^ 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto ... ... 

2 

1,500 

0 

Conductors 

3 

230 

0 

5th Section. 




Inspector of the Medical Department in the Province 

1 

1,000 

0 

6th Section. 




Chief of the Civil Service ... ... 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto ... ... 

3 

1,600 

0 

Book-keeper ... ... 

1 

1,500 

0 

Assistant Book-keeper 

1 

1,300 

0 


Section Id. The inainieTiance of the lines and stations is part of the 
duties of the Telegraph Department, but the military authorities will take all 
measures to guard them from malicious injuiy. As at present the stations 
have been opened according to military necessities, if the troops are with- 
drawn from any point the telegraph station will be closed also. 

Section 16. The military authorities will supply, in time of wav only, 
the transport required for the repair of the lines and stations in Trans- 
Claspia, as also working parties. If necessary, they will supply such for the 
lines on the littoral, as also ships. Por the purpose of inspecting the lines 
and conducting their repair, the chiefs of telegraph stations and mechanics 
receive forage allowance for one horse each. 

Section 17. The handing over of lines and stations will be carried 
out in detail by a person of the military administration appointed for this 
purpose. ^ ^ . 

Section 18. On the above conditions are handed over the lines fi'om 
Chikishliar to Bami, from Barni to Kizil-Arvat, and from Mulla-Kari to 
Krasnovodsk. 


APPEKDIX LXXXTV. 

General Skobelepf’s MEMosANDXJivr, dateb 21st February (5th AIauch) 
1881, REGARDING THE PROPOSED FORTmEB POST AT AskHABAD. 

Having inspected the situation for a fort at Askhabad and the project 
for its construction laid before me by Lieutenant-Colonel Rutkovski, 
I find — 

(1) The situation is very well chosen from a military point of view; 
but it requires the opinion of a medical officer, because it is specially important 
to determine the advantages of the hill from a sanitary point of view. 

(2) I leave the dimensions of the fort without change ; but I think it 
necessary to include within the limits of the glacis the gardens lying near the 
east front to a distance of 100 paces. 

(8) Before the works begin, we should convince ourselves whether it is 
possible to sink wells, without which a fort is untenable in Central Asia. 
Experiments are to be at once made. 

(4) Cultivated land is to be enclosed for kitchen gardens for 3,000 men, 
I think 1 08 acres will he sufficient. 

(5) One thousand workmen are to be brought from Persia. 

AMdhiU; \ (Sd.) SKOBELEFF, 

2ht Fehrnary {pth March)^ lS8h ) General ami Aidc<le-Cmip. 
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APPE5TDIX LXXXV. 


Teotoraby Establishment of the Administrative Staff of the Trans-Cas- 
pian Province^ confirmed by His Imperial Highness the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus, dated 11th (23rd) June 1881. 


Rank, ' ' 

No. 

Yearly scale of pay of each. 

Chief of the Province and Commander of the Troops in it ... 

1 

Mouhles. 

17,000 

Ko^eohs, 

0 


(including 5,000 ro^ibles for 
extraordinary expenses, 
and 2,000 for travelling 
allowance}. 

Peoyincial Staff. 




Chief of the Staff ... ... 

1 

6^000 

0 

1st Section, 




Chief of tlie Section (inspection and combatant services) ... 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto ... ... 

2 

1,500 

0 

2n]> Section. 

Superintendent of the Intendance in the Province 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto 

3 

1,500 

0 

3eb Section. 

Inspector of Artillery in the Province 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto ... 

2 

1,500 

0 

4th Section. 




Inspector of Engineers in the Province ' 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto 

2 

1,500 

0 

Conductors ... 

# 

3 

230 

0 

5th Section. 




Inspector of the Medical Department in the Province- 

1 

1,000 

0 

6th Section. 




Chief of the Civil Service 

1 

3,000 

0 

Assistants to ditto ... ... 

3 

1,600 

0 

Book-keeper ... 

1 

1,500 

0 

Assistant Book-keeper 

1 

1,300 

0 
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Temw ary EdaliUHhmeid Trans-Caspian 

Proinnce- — contd. 


I Ko- Yearly sci'ilc dI; pay of each. 


M 


For Gefieral toiU iJie Skifc 

Oilim's of the Gcucral Stait ... _ - 

(JtherOrruaas (1 ol the Kii'/aieers and 1 ot the Geneivu &tailj 

Civil and IntcMulance Oilicials ... ••• 

Translator 

Interpreteis ... **• ' *'v ^ 

. ( 2nd cla^s ... 

tlcrivs ^ eltisA ... ^ •" 

Sir o!lk^ allowanfe, forms, charges telegi'ams, supply of 

fiiriiitnro, lieatinp: and lighting of bmldiiigs ... 

For tovelilng expenses of otEeiats, &;c. 


A^hninifi (-ration of the Al'/ial-T^h'ke District. 
Chief of the District 


Assistants to ditto 
8ecrefcuriP.s ... 

Translator ... 

Interpreter ... ... ••• 

District Surgeon 
Hospital Dressers 

For office allowance, hire of writers, messengers, 
and w^atelnnen ... 

Kent of buildings, heating and lighting 


Kopeelcs. 


6,000 0 
(1,00U ronhlps for extraordi- 
nary, and 1,000 for travel- 
ling, expenses). 


A.dministration of the Kf'dsnavodsJc Prefecture. 


Assistant to the Prefect ... 

Clerk 

Xaiive for special duty .. , •** 

Extra ftllonnnce to a Surgeon requested to give medical assist 
a nee to the natives ... , 

Hire of Interpreters 

Hir«‘ of writers ... . “* « 


Hir«‘ ot writers ... , **• 

(niico uiUnvaiice, repairs of furniture, &c. 
lU'V.' of binlillngs 
.re of u watchman, and messengers ■ 




4,000 0 

(including 500 ronhles for 
extraordinary, and 500 for 
travelling, expenses). 


Temporary/ Edahlhlimeat of the AdmiiiistmtJve Stfjf of the Trans-CusjAtni 

Frovin ce — cui ) cld . 


.'Bank. ■■■ 

No. 

Yearly scale of pay of each. 



Iloubles, 


Adminiiih'afio'i} rj" the Manptshldk prefecture. 




"Establishment us in the Iinumovc.dsk Frefectare , 

... 

10,200 

0 

Poskd ' BerEiae of iiiB Province, 




lTis|Tector of posts and raiiwuvs , / ... 

1 

2,000 

0 

't'lerk' ■' ■ .... ■ ' ' ■" ... '■ . ... 

1 

1,000 

0 

: Coiiriers ■ ... ... ' ■... ■ ... 

2 

800 

0 

Sorters ... ... ... ■ ... ' 

, 2 

f20 

0 

3k)stmen ... ... ... ... i 

2 

. .Ci-lO 

0 

Otilce alio wane 0 ... ... ... . .! 

1 

1 ... ■ 

1 

250 

0 

Irntal 

; . 1 

7,370 

0 

Additional AJloxvanece, 




For Intendanre Supply-Depots 


12,000 

0 

Two treasuries 

... 

10,000 

0 

fkmtrol 


6,000 

0 

Telegraph 

... 

3,000 

0 

Grand total 

... 

162,977 

45 


Return of the Troops regaining in Tbans-Caspi a on the depaettjre of 
General Skobelefe in it-ie end oe April 1881. 


OSicers. Men. 

Stavropol Hegiraentj . ... ... ... ... 41 1,923' 

Cl ini pan Regiment ... ... ... ..,44 1,980 

3rcl Company 2nd Cancapus Sapper Battalion ... ... 5 160 

Ist Reserve Railway Battalion ... ... ... 10 84i« 

Krasnovodsk Local Battalion ... ... 20 860 

Taman Cossack Regiment . , i.. ... 20 670 

Laba Cossack Regiment (2nd Sotnia) ... 3 2X4 

4tli Battery, 19ili Brigade .... ... ... 3 188 

6th Battery, 21st Brigade ... 0 160 

3rd Company Gunib Fortress Artillery.., ... ... 3 400 

Total *155 7,398* 


* This may be taken to have been the normal garrison of the Trans-Caspian Province before 
the annexation of Merv and another period of forward movements. — W. M, Q. 
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APPENDIX LXXXTIII. 

Eeturn’ op Engineeu Stores in Traxs-Caspia 


SIiovpIs 

vvitli picks 
Ordinary li{)cs 
Ordinary pickaxes 
. Ases'-.. ' 

< 'I'owbars 
Ordinary saws 
Or >ss-ciit saws 
01 real ar saws 
Half-round files 
Oircular files 
Triang’ular files 
Large wedges 
Snuili weilges 
Clilscds 
Angers 
Oi in lets 

Centrebits witli bits 
OrdiuMry trying-planes 
Doiiblo trying-planes 
Siiears 

Hammers, small 
Pairs of compasses 
Choppers 
Tnruscrews 
inures 
Field levels 
Whetsfones 
Pjiring chisels 
Pincers 
Drills, 3-fnot 
Drills, 2-f(K>t 
Ludles, 3-foot 
Ladles, 2-ibot 
Hummers, 4-foot 
Hammers, 2-foot 
Copper needles 
Primers 

Hummers, lO-ponrid 
Hammers, 5 pound 
iiope 

Tarpaulins 
Copper lanterns 
Large grim i stone 
Small pindstones 
Field forge 
Saw- files 
Hammers 
Sc 


Pincers 

Screwplates 


A i ci 

':g .Q. p, 

■ ns c 

CO ® 

Oi 

.t P 

c Jr 
® -r <2 

■ ■«w ■ ■ 

■ -I " 

rs s 

.> JSj ^ . 

<S , c “S 

-^ ■ 

■ ^ ' Q, 

Hu-, 0*,. 

CO 

.S ^ 

, 's 'fl' 

■g.tS"' 

■£'*»■ ■' 

M 

1,250 

740 741 

1,250 

5l'6 

213 298 

48R 

249 

106 

240 

355 

220 

355 

475 

178 175 


100 

70 


10 

10 

10 

10 

7 

7 

K) 

8 

8 

12 

33 12 

12 

12 

32 12 

12 

12 

12 12 

IS 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

3 

9 

12 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

5 

3 ,,, 

3 

4 

2 ... . 

3 

6 

3 

9 

4 

2 

3 

8 

1 

3 

5 

8 

5 

1 


2 


' ' ... 

3 



13 

12 

" 5 , ' 

5 

5 

4* 

4 

5 

8 

5 

5 

8 

3 

5 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

5 

4 

5 

5 

5 
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Return of Engineer Stores in Trans-Caspia — contd. 








Vice 

CUpp^'rs 

Kail tools 

Mariiicrs* compasses 
lit-sin in bars 
IMoriar 
Cork 

Glass bottlos 
Sulphuric acid 
licmp 
Ihittoii yarn 
Biitcli tiircail 
Sal amnutniao 
Bliint-poiuto<t nippers 
Round-pointed nippeis 
sScisaors 

.Kuho s with rin£rs 
Box for insh'iinunts 
Baniers (dciiifut 
Zinc plates 
Stand for test ImtUry 
Copper solutl ai 
Pi(?ces ot‘ card-board 
Cast-iron pots 
Iron ladles 
Copperplates 
Terminal plates 
Copper cartridg-e eases 
Box for g'a.Ivauie battery 
Paste hoard 
Iron axles for drums 
Isolated cable 
Iron drums , 

Pitch 

Wooden cups 
Paediing cloth 
Oonioiueter 
Ventilator 
Ventilating tubes 
0 u ttapercha tubes 
Boxes of dynamite 
Boxes of detonators 
Bickford’s fuze 
Gunpowder 
Cork fuzes 
Drivers’ fuzes 
Magneto-electric machine 


+3 *5 

■'.fc.iS: 

|6 

. 

< 1 # 

? g 

r:'cs. 

a'’ 

£rO 

. p? 

■ 'O, 5.14 

S' 6 0 

111 

qX-S 

, 'p.Q ■ 

'1/3 

ft ■ 

4*' 

'■ a ■ 

<y 

"S' ' 

0 

Ik. 

■ O' 

jJl 

*£ f ' 

. a" 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'■ ..1 


" 

,1 

2 . 

2 

2 

■ a 


•5 

1 

1 

■ 1 

1 ' 


1 

' 2 :■ 

■ ' 2 , ■■ 

2 

2 


■ ' 2 ' 

- %' 

■■ 2 

.2 

, .2 ' 


■«> ■ 

1-8 lbs. 

1*8 lbs. 

1*8 lbs 

1*8 lbs. 


I'S lit. 

I'B „ 

1*B „ 


1-8: 

l&ibs. 


•45 

■ '*45 ,, 

'45 „ 

*45 „ 


;-45*ibs. 

2 

■2 

0 

2'' 


... 2 

1*8 11)8, 

1*S lbs. 

1-8 Tbs. 

PS rns. 

1 8 Tbs. 


4*5 „ 

4-5 „ 

4*5 , „ 

4-5 „ 


4 *5 Tbs. 

‘45 „ ■ 

.■ *45 „ 

•45 „ 

: ’45 


'45 „ 

'9 „ 

.*9 ■ ,, 

‘9 • 


' -O lbs 


86T „ 

36-1 „ 

36-1 „ 

..iHlbs., 

18 

18 Tbs. 

1 

1 ■ 

1 


1 


1 

1 

. ' 1: 


1 


1 

.1 

1 


■■,,,'■■'■1. 


2 

2 

4) 




I 

I 

i 

'■ 

' ”■’ 1 ' 


400 

400 

400 

300 

100 

3r0 

1 

. 1 

! ■ 1 

" 1 

' 

1 

•9 lbs. 

0 lbs. 

0 11 w 

drf) IIkS. 

■Pr/ihK.' 

4 '5 lbs. 

1,700 , 

1,700 

1,700 

1,000 1 

1(H> , 

1 ,60!) 

2' 

i 2 


■ '1 

■4>:' : 


1 

'■■■' '1 

1 



" 1 

30t> 

000 

30i) 1 

200 

'Too 

200 ^ 

6 

0 

0 1 

a 


ti 

4 

4 j 

4 


■ ■' ""4 


1. 

1 1 

1 

"'i 


" 1, 

10 sheets 

10 sheets 

10 sheets 1 

10 .'sboc'i s 


llJ elilH, 

' S’' 

2 

■v.S'.'j 

2 


2 

3,500 ft. 

3,500 ft. 

3,500 ft. 

i.oin rt.ids-ott 

idiiorT. 

2 

' ^ 2 

'll' 

'2 

1 

2 

3G-1 lbs. 

30*1 thu. 

36 1 drs. 

S7 lbs. 

0 Ibs.j 

27 Iht, 

■ ■ 2 ' 

2 

»,* 


"'2' ' 


7ftC 

7 fit 

7 ft 


7 ftj 


1 

1 

1 

’*'1 


‘ 1 . 

1 

'■'3 

1 

■' 1- . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i> 

3 

■■■■O' ■■ ■ ■ 

:.i 

3 


0 

17 

17 

17 

8 

1) ! 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 l.Ofd) i 

1 

3 boxes 

3 boxes 

3 boxes 

3 boxes 

ilO ft.i 

3 boxes. 

48 . 

48 

48 


4H 1 


50 

50 

50 

20 

30 ! 

' 20 

150 

150 

150 


150 ■■ 


1 

i 

1 
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POGOSSKI, Sub-Lieut^i 
Inspector of Engiti'etr’s^ Stores, 


RUTKOVSKI, ■Hent.-CoL, 
Inspector of Engineers. 
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APPEISTDIX LXXXIX. 


Rettjen op Pkovisiois^s^ Ships^ Rations and Poeage in the Sui'ply-Depots 
OF Trans-Caspia on the 1st (13th) May 1881. 


Rye flour 

' . . « 

... 27,580 ewfc. 

Biscuit and cakes . . . 

■ ♦ • • ■ , 

... 14,180 „ 

Buckwheat groats 

• • w 

... 8,160 ,, 

liice groats 


... 3,712 „ 

Oats ... 

• •• 

... 85,440 „ 

Hay 


... 30,400 „ 

Tea ■ • 


... 129-6 „ 

Sugar 


1,216 „ 

Old 


800 „ 

Wheat flour 


... 4,160 „ 

Salt 


... 1,600 „ 

Spirits 

• > • 

... 837 gali( 


N. BATIEN, Lieut,, 

Acting Intendani. 


APPENDIX XC. 


List of the Settleycents of the Akhal-Tekhe oasis, with the names of 
THE iE Elders and the nhmbbr of hiUthas in each, dated 14th (26th) 
April 1881* 


No, 

Names of settlements. 

No. of 
hihithas* 

Names of Elders. 

1 

Kizil-Arvat 

350 

Khudai- Verdi-Khau . 

% 

Bami 

150 

Muliammad-Kuli-Ivhan. 

% 

Burma 

200 

Tagil ma-Sirdar. 

4 

Arcliman 

200 

N ur-Muliammad- Sirdar. 

5 

Siiucba 

40 

Beki. 

6 

Miircha 

20 

Vali-YuzM-sbi. 

7 

Begerden 

155 

Oraz-Afurad-IJsta. 

8 

1 Durun 

60 i 

Mubammad-Turtubai. 

9 

' Xaragan 

55 

Baba- Sari. 

10 

Akli-Tapa 

150 

Arcba-Sirdar. 

11 

; Kalata-Megin 

250 

Isbmak-Bai, 

12 

YarAji 

300 

Ana. 








Lht of the SettlemenU of the AhJidl-Tekhe 


1^0. of 
Jcibitkas, 


Names of settlements, 


Names of Elders, 


Gok-Tapa, No. 1 
Gok-Tapa, No, 2 
Gok-Tapa, No. 3 
■Noto . .. 

Akluil 
Noklishil 
Biikiri , ■ ' ■ 

1 Kanjik 
, Tinlid-YaM 
i Gumbetli 

j Izii*an(l 
i Shor-Kala 


Amnri-Atali. 

Haj{-j\inrad-Baq. 

Pudak. 

Ata-Kavobe-Ogli 

Nnrbatio. 

KIui]- 8 nqdt. 

Aiia-Oraz-Khau. 

Bovat-KIsan. 


aji-Kovsbok, 


Oraz-^oynt-Bai. 
Biu.‘cIi-Dov. 
Oraz-Klian. 
aUiil in m mad-Aliiz. 

1 )au lat- ]\rurn d- K Ij 

Eyasn-nli-Sirdilr. 

WafadaivKhaii. 

Murad- Klmm. 

BasIiiiu-ICcI. 

Aman-Ntdi-KIiam 

Tntmuk. 

Koslndesbei. 

Subkbaii-Berdi. 

Aim-Kbau. 

Slijuilc-Mabtiiiu. 


I Korjov 
Bezmein-Liar 
Ynsimui-Salik 
Gerrik-Kfila 
Kipebak 
Gokbclia 
Bag:i'r 
Kesbi 
Askliabad 
Anmiu 
Gavars 

Mall turn-, Tulga (beyond Band- 
Hassau) , 

Near A skbabad, returning from! 

Aiarv various settlements. 
Nomadizing in the steppe 


The Sicbmaz tribe occupies— Banna, Yaiiji, and G 
^ The Bakhshi-pashaycak ^ribe occupies — An 
bank, Bezmein-Liar, Gerrik-Kala, and Annau. 

Tr- occupies — Bami, Nova, A 

ilipcbak, Gokhcha, Bagir, Neshi, Askhabad,.ai 


Murcha, Begerden, Y^sindu- 
Shoi-Ivala, Nilyajar, Korjov 


SPOLATBOG^ Major ^ 

Supdi. of the population of the AhUUTehke 

■ , / , , MUBAVIEPP, Lieut,^ 


oam. 


Secretary, 



APPENDICES TO CHAPTER XVIII. 

APPENDIX XGI. 


Project op the Ijipeeial Cohtsoller, anb Instructions foe the Contro 


Department with the Trans-Caspian Pielb Force. 


The original is signed : — 

“ Appeovcd by the Empeeoe.”^ — Si. Petershwg, dated 5th {17th Mag) 16S0.-~ 

1). SoLSKj, St ate-fSecretar?/, 

His Imperial Iligliness the Ticeroy of the Caucasus has thought fit to 
express to me personally his will on the subject of the establishment for the 
troops about to be employed in Traiis-Caspia of a Field Control similar to 
that which existed during the past wars on the Danube and in the Caucasus, 

Recognizing the utility of a Field Control with the Trans-Caspian Expedi- 
tioQj I laid before His Imperial Highness the basis on which it would be 
possible to establish such a control. Afterwards^ on receipt of the consent 
of the Grand Duke to my proposals, I communicated them to the Ministers 
of War and Finance, who, on their part, also agreed with them. 

The fundamental principles approved of by His Imperial Highness for 
the establishment of a Field Control with the Trans-Caspian Field Force are as 
follows 

L This Control is established on the basis of the temporary regulations for 
the Field Control, published by authority on the 2ist February (5th March) 
1877, with the following exceptions: — 

It consists of a Chief Controller in charge, two Controllers and three 
Assistant Controllers. The number of Controllers and their assistants may be 
changed, as required, by the Imperial Controller with the consent of the 
Commander-m-Chief of the Army of the Caucasus. 

3. The classes and rank in the hierarchy and the scales of pay and 
allowances of the officials of the Field Control will be as laid down below : — 

4. The pay of the Field Control is borne out of the funds placed at the 
disposal of His Imperial Highness the Commander-in- Chief of the Army 
of the Caucasus for military expenses in Trans-Caspia. 

5. In their operations, the officials of tlie Field Control will be guided 
by the rules confirmed by authority on the 2ist February (5th March) 1877, 
for the Field Control with a detached army corps, the regulations for the 
Chief Controller of a Corps being applicable to the Chief Controller of the 
Trans-Caspian Force, and those for a Chief Controller to the Controllers. 

0. The sphere of action of the Field Control and its relations with the 
military authorities will be fixed in detail by special instructions which will be 
issued by the Imperial Controller with the consent of the Comma ader-in-Chief 
of the Army of the Caucasus. The Commander of the troops in Trans-Caspia 
may make such partial changes in these regulations as he sees fit, reporting* 
such to the Commander-in-Chief and the Imperial Controller. 

In presenting these proposals to the gracious consideration of your Im- 
perial Majesty, I have the honour to solicit your Majesty^s permission for 
them to be brought into operatiun. 


H. D. SOLSKI, 

Siate’^Secretary . 
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Retnrn of the ranh of the officials and the pay <f the several grades of the 
Meld Control of the Trans-Caspian Meld Force. 



tTy , 

' Scales. 

Pa.Y,OE EACH. ', 

*" liaiilc, A:c. 

i ' 

.2 

in 

1 5 

For pension. 

cd 

.2 
' "S 

fM 

■ -O'' 

l&i 

d* 

Cable njoney.i 

o 

Chief Controller in charge of Field Control with the 
rights of a Corps Conrroller 

. y. 

III 

! 4: 

3,000 

2,000 

" 'H , ..■ . 

6,000 

Controller 

■TI 

III 





6 

1,500 

1,000 

2,500 

Assistant Controller 

VIII 

YI 

8 

700 

600 

b. ■ 

1,200 

Hire of writers and watchmen, office allowance, and 







disposal of Chief Controller, 200 roubles a month 






2,400 


approved of on 21st iWnlry ^{6tlTMarehri877 Control, 


wri 


TH THE TltANS-CASPlAISr 


Instructions for the Control Department 

Field Force. 

The origiDal is signed by the Emperor as follows : — 

HioHKKSS the COMMANDEH-TN-CniEF OF ME 

The Imperial ConiroUer, mte-Secrefarg, D. Solski/ ^ ^ 

tn ^rltT established for the Tnms-Caspian Field Force 

ra accordance with Imperial orders of 5th (17lh) May 18S0, is o-uided 

-,U. 

Section 2 The Chief of the Field Control with the Trans-Caspian Field 

A^Sant'coMfoSf'^^'Pl'’' ContiMiers and 
Assistant Contiollers. The rights and duties of these officials are fixed bv the 

'S77, thos^ lairdown1o7 Z 

OUiet Controllei of a corps applying to the Chief Controller of the Trans 
Caspian Field Force, those for Chief Controllers to the Controllers, and those 

by Sitioro?the CMet C latter, howeym, 

offieSfoAt Control Regulations, the presence of 

for- +hc auctions of contracts for the furnishing of supplies 

the Chie?Strollp^^*°^^’;) departments will therefore inform 

Sri^toi conditions on which it is 

SiTtitri't.TrSrfT* ““ 

i ffsa jy . ’’ir' •“ 

yW the 


m9 


so as to enable bJm to make his remarks on the mode chosen or on the condi- 
tions o£ the contract. 

When assisting at auctions of contracts, the ofScials of the Field Control- 
mil be guided by the Regulations for supply confirmed by authority on the 
26th April (8th May) 1875, paragraxAis 29 to 58, issued with Aimy Circular 
No. 128, 1875. 

SeclioM According to section 9 of the Regnlati DUS for the Field Control, 
the Control is entrusted vvith the verilicatiun of the accounts of the iieki treasure 
chests, and the departments and establishments of the Military Administra- 
tion, and also with those of the Postal, Railway, and Telegraph Depart- 

In pursuance, therefore, of the orders for the verification of the accounts 
of the permanent and temporary special treasuries of the depots, magazines, 
and other establishments, and of the construction and working departments 
of the Postal, Railway, and Telegraph Administrations, the heads of those 
departments will put themselves in communication with the Chief Control- 
ler. Afterwards, as establishments are opened or works are begun, they 
will again inform the Chief Controller of the fact, stating what persons the 
Control officials are to inform of irregularities or malpractices diseoveml 
with a view to measures at once being taken for their correction. (Regu- 
lation for Field Control, Sections 19 and 20), and where such persons 
reside. 

— These persons are to be chosen, if there is no Commandant at the station, from 
amon.2;st the Commanding Officers of troops stationed permanently in the same place as the 
establishment or works to be inspected; and, if the troops move, heads of departments will 
nominate senior officials of their own department to the charge of a certain district for this 
purpose. 

Seeiiou 5, In accordance with sections 13 and 1 5 of the Field Control 
Regulations, the inspection of supply-depots, &c,, is carried on in the presence of 
their Superintendents and of a representative of the military aut]iorit.ies ; iu 
the event of the inspection of such stores (ammunition, laboratoiy stores, &c.) 
as require specialists to be appointed, the officials of the Field (h')utr<.)l may 
ask for persons acquainted with the construction and nature of these stores to 
be detailed to assist in the inspection by the respective departments. Iu 
case of such a person being required, the Control officials are to apply — 

(a) for a representative of the militaiy authorities to the senior officer at the 
place where the inspection is to take place, the Military Commandant, or liis 
Staff ; if there are neither troops nor Military Departments at the place, the 
officials of the Field Control may carry out their inspections in the presence of 
the Superintendents of the magazines only, and in the case of military hos- 
pitals, in the presence of all the members of the Hospital Committee, without 
a special deputy being chosen, but the reason of this procedure is alwaj^s to be 
stated ill their inspection report or in the books of the magazine or hospital; 

(b) for a specialist member, application is to be made to the senior officer of 
the arm of tlie service concerned, on the spot, if he is not at the same 
time the. person in charge of the stores to be inspected. In the latter ease, 
application will be made to the senior officer of the arm of the service 
concerned, not directly under the last named; if no such person is on 
the spot, application will be made to the head of the department with the 
force. 

Sectmi 6. Controllers, on proceeding to the inspection of a magazine or 
depot, will first present to its Superintendent the instructions from the 
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Commander of the troops in Trans-Caspia or the Chief of liis Staff f n 

trol Regulations seetion 17), and will then at once imt the r sl5 ? 

magazine or depot, if this measure of precaution be coLidevlr " 

roSaLSi? 

„t f ' "i'l Beit demand (rom tie Saperinleudenf l»t. 

it *"etfz It' <“ 

SptS &f) ' ■ “"‘I'*" ll “«d Beet Xiu; 

Ccntallem will 

!=aa4c5r^^ £V”iiSrkrtK' 
SVS.)”*™*” 

® 1. - 

tions, sections 8, M D,) ’ ^^laptcr ^.3 ; and i leld Uontrol, liegula- 

section 9). ^ Bogulations, note to 

assistnS wlil Controllers and their 

the books connected with them, and o.rc.in.Va.'ing th^aeeountrf^^^^^ 

of their previous inspection, tlioy will convince thcmschcTtvheC the sSes 

SEo^’S^atd F^n r"" sections 1 and 2; Book xTit; 

will J i,«S (&ff is^ °'’ 

=5Kr[H^eSs;rii«B 

5S^„S“-Sa??=S= 

' ’ u ' ^V'^arV' r '-I * ' ‘ . 


not entered in tbo.e ledgers and found in the magazine without orders are to 

be entered as (government property. 

Secfloa 11. The military field treasure chests and the spp« 1«1 +, 
(telegraph stations and post offices) are to be insneeted 

hitioris laid down for unexpected inspections bp "the Minister o-F 1? I’^gu- 
or special treasuries in the interior of tlie empire (Instiitions fiFr® 

ment and district treasuries, 1S78, Chapters 103— n Rr]p« F • 

rctioTrr 

despatched packets, money orders, letters, or Government inrerd i “'’"n 

establishments, &e., the officials^”o> tim ^iheld CmitroM™”*^^f^ “agazines, 
duties;— ^ ^ontiol have the following 

1. Issue of money to the troops : 

They will ascertain, actually and aceordino- ft, i 

the troops and field treasuries, whether the f.-o. ^ of 

the money due to them for pay rnti'nnc p J’ogularly receive 

in the et4nt of compTaints from the F ^od, 

;.t «.l. will ...te t 
basis of the reports made by the troops. 

S. Supply of the troops : 

" a» »- 

other plaees are being niiloaded fdpm steameiFlaF-.?*'^’^^''^^^^ 
and taken to the magazines, and also at tr f 

troops of provisions and stores from t^ 
or convoys. i^^agazines^ stores^ 

b» Jliey T\dli ascertain on the spot whether tliA ■#• 

with the amount of biscuit o-LiU are provided 

I£ they .re not s„ p.oVdii , 1 !^^.? 

aeees ol: IK, and ill the Kreimitlf™ «'» 

deficiency. ' connected with the 

e. They will ascertain whether the o-pneral PT,.f -i 
attached to each corps has the Wl quanh'tv 
required for the reserve for the corns foF t stores 

whether the quality of thLtoL Tn fi T F 

good, how the provisions issued are +o 1 transport is 

it will be possible to replace them z e ?i whether 

zines formed specially for the supply of'eF^F^^' maga- 

these contain ail that is required!^^ ^ troops, and whether 

..pplj of tt. a.. Fi.U 

ewdanc. artillery, aad ether convoy, t 
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paying- spcciu] attention to th-e 


c. 

d. 


marcli anri on arrival at their destination, 

following- points : — 

«. Have the Gommanders of the convoys in their possession, and do 

they regularly keep up their store (receipt and issue) ledo’c-s d,ft^ 
journal (ot losses or julditions of camels and horses), list. -Tof^c-mef 

IdmgJ &c!'? 

b. Do the stores entered in their books correspond with the number 

of nnm, and with the number of camels and horses and the loafJ« 
carried on them ? ^ 

Is the quality of the stores good ? 

Are the horses, camels, harness, paek-saddlcs, carts, &e in 
satisfactory condition ? ' " 

theClnef Controller a eopj of these plans and instructions, and will also^ 
twice a month [on the 1st (13th) and 15th (27th)] lists of the strength and distribut in of 
convoys. The Commanders of eonvoys on receivin- their wnv bids ‘“‘’^““"*”’".01 me 
the local Controlofficial, and they will aJiXn hm S ' "r tiSir'rW 

4. Inspecting divisional and regimental hospitals : 

l.,ti in'l actual inspection of military hospitals laid ilown hv reo-n. 

lations, the Control o heials are to inspect divisional hospitals to aseertain 
wlmther the food sniipl.edto the siek is of proper quality and in accordance wSh 
th^^ tribies of ratioHvS appended to Clmpter dJ4 Book XVr Pnilri rvf* ^ 
Law 18li_9, and whether the hospitalLaro supplied wi^h\L IiitendanS 3 
Sok TvT appended to Chapters ffO and m 

jnatteis^ the causes are to be enquired into* 
n. Military works : 

The officials of the Field Conti'ol are to be present wlien if ja i i 
necessary, at the inspections by special boards of buildings and - other wm-l? 
and aie to sign the proceedings along with the other members of the Board’ 
attesting by their signature that, primarily these works have aotuallv beei’ 
completed aucl inspected by those signing the proceedings. Every thin 3oted 

te l *0 what has been stated in the pro^eedino-s is 

tojio laid before the Chief Controller, together with a copy of the proeeedl 

As regards materials prepared for buildings and other works their insoee 
tion is to be earned out by the ofGcials of the Field Control in the same w-ii ls 
for other Government property. ^ ^ 

Chests?”^^’^ verification of money iskes from the Piekl Treasure 

i« verification of money issues from the field treasure chests 

y carried out when suoh is considered neeessarv liv f bo P 
ConSl°^ the troops in Trans-Caspia, after consultation with the ChSf 
S*’ and in , any ,ea^ such Fel^ioary verification is To^ ^ 

metts of corresponding depl-t- 

' n ^ /. i ^ V ‘ ■ >' ' ‘ •' 

‘ • I' /,»>; ri-i ft" yN 1. ^ , i-- 


1038 


In carrying out this preliminary control;, the ofiieials of the Field Control 
will be guided by the regulations laid down for the inspection of accounts. 

Section 13. The reports drawn up by officials of the Field Control on iheir 
inspections of Cxovernrneat property, regarding irregularities, malpractices ob- 
served by them, should contain a detailed and precise statement of the results of 
the inspection^ and should mention the persons in charge of the said property. 
The explanations of these latter may be appended to the report as s|)eeial expres- 
sions of opinion, but they must be drawn up on the same day as the report, and 
the original of these explanations and the number on them should correspond to 
that of the re])ort and must be verified by the persons conducting the inspection* 

— Every report miiile by Mciiihers of the Field Control apon their own inf?pee» 
tions, or tliose of 8p.?ci;ji hoainls on which they have sat, must be entered in the letter book of 
the writer and marked with a nnraber. 

Section 14. Heads of departments, upon receiving a report from the Field 
Control regarding an inspection carried out by any of its officials (Field Control 
Regulations, section 16) are at once (without wailing to be requested by the 
Chief Controller) to give orders according to this report, and to send a copy 
of this report to the Chief Controller. If they do not consider it necessaiy to 
give orders upon any circumstances contained in the report, they are to inform 
the Chief Controller, stating their reasons. In the same way, heads of depart- 
ments, on receiving notice from the persons mentioned in sectii^n 4 of these 
instructions ^of measures taken on the spot in the matter of facts discovered by 
the Field Control (sections 19 and 20, Field Control Regulations), will send 
to the Chief Controller a copj’- of I his notice, and the orders given in conse- 
quence of it by them, if they have considered the measures taken on the spot 
insufficient or unlikely to gain their end. 

Section 15. When, on the basis of reports from the Fitdd Control, 
special boards are formed to enquire into matters discovered by the Control in 
their inspections, the heads of departments will at once report to the Chief 
Controller, so that a Control member may be nominated by bin)* 

Section 10. In the note to section 7, Field Control Regulations, it is laid 
down that in important matters the Chief Controller may lay a written report 
before tdie Commander of the troops, or may make a personal repxut to him. 
Besides this, he must every month, or oftener if practicable, lay a report belVire 
the Commander of the troops on the operations of his officials, together with 
the orders given on their reports. A ef>py of these reports from the Chief 
Controller is also to be forwarded to the Imperial Controller. 

The Chief Controller may eommuuicate directly with all places and persons 
under the orders of the Commander of the troops (departments of the tovee and 
establishments under them, military and civil officials, &c.), and may demand 
exj)lanations from them (Field Control Regulations, sections 1 — 7). 

Section 17* To avoid untimely and incomplete reports on the revision of 
the issues of money and materials from treasure chests and magazines, all the 
accounts of these establishments, as laid down in Circular of the General 
Staff, No. 48, 8th (20th) February 1877, are to be sent for revision to the 
Office of the Minister of Finance, for which purpose they will be despatched 
by the departments, &c., of the Trans-Caspian Force, at the appointed time to 
the Field Treasury of the force, the packets being marked Accounts of 
for the month of (year)/^ 

Section 13. The superintendence of the despatch of these accounts for 
revision to the Field Treasury of the force is carried out by the Field 
Controllers under the orders of the Chief Controller. 
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W, To ena])le the officials of Field to cxendso tln^ 

superintpiulence mentioned in section 18^ the S tail of the force is, imm<s 
d lately after any corps or establishment comes inider its orders, to iriform 
the Chief Controller from what Intenclance Office, ami for wfat pcriodj 
ledgers, account slieets, and advances of money sent ami expended by the time 
the corps, &e., joined the force, were issued. Heads of departments are to 
inform the (diief Controller on the 1st (13th) and loth (27th) of each 
month of the ledgers and account sheets issued by them. 

Beciion, 20. Oilicials of the Field Treasury, Superintendenis of maga- 
zines and depots, and Commanders of convoys who issue money or supplies, 
are to note in their issue-books in what aceount sheet (stating* number ami 
office of issue) they have entered the money or supplies issued. 


APPENDIX XCIL 

Instructions por the Boards established in the towns cf AsTiiAKHiiN, 

Petrovsk, Lankoran and Baku, relative to the beceipt from the 

CONTRACTORS AND GOVERNMENT VICTUALLERS OF PROVISIONS, FORAGE, AND 

OTHER ARTICLES OF smppLY FOE THE Troops IN Trans-Caspia and the 

SUPPLl'-DEPOTS IN THAT PROVINCE. 

xlPPROVED AT TiFLIS ON THE 26XH APRIL (8tH MaY 1880) UY THE CoHM'AN DEE OF THE 
Army of the Caucasus, Prince Mbukoff, Aiuehpe-Oamp/’ 

(I) EstaMis/mmits, 

Each Board consists of a president and members appointed by the Com- 
mander of the Army of the Caucasus. 

The presidents and the members from the Intendance are chosen by the 
Circle Intendant, but the president at Astrakhan is chosen by the Commander 
of the Army. 

The other members from the Trans-Caspian Force, from the Field Control,^' 
and from the Medical Department are nominated by the beads of their depart- 
meats in communication with the District Intendant, and those from the Kazan 
District by the Commander of the troops in that district in communication with 
the Commander of the Army. A Secretary will be chosen from among* the 
members. The presidents will report any change in the composition of the 
Boards to the District Intendant. 

(S) Duties, 

The duties of the Boards are as follow : — 

a. They will finally receive all supplies, forage, materials, &e , fur- 
nished by contractors and other persons, and will issue receipts for 

■ them. 

' " ' The receipt of supplies, their despatch to their destinations, the issue of receipts, 

and the keeping of accounts will he performed in punctual observance (jf tlie regulations for 
in Book XI b Code of. Military Law, 1869, and section 4, Boole li', Code of 
, Military Law, 1859, and also of the conditions in the contracts coiududod with the furnishers. 

if these before the Boards assemble, — Author, 
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The Boards have the right of calling in experts. If supplies and 
materials are absolutely rejected^ or if there is a decided division 
of opinion among the members of the Board, the president of the 
Board at i\stra khan has the rights of a District Intendant^ but 
those of other Boards ill the district will submit such matters^ 
according to regulation, to the District I ntendant. 

c. The Board draws up a special form of proceedings on each receipt of 
supplies, and in signing this, in the event of all not being agreed, 
the president and members may express their own opinions. 
i'L As supplies are received and finally passed, the paekages, sacks, 
bales, &e., will he marked with the stamp of the Board in the 
presence of the Board, and receipts signed by the president and 
secretary will be issued to the contractor. 

(5) Preservation of stores till sMpped* 

The supplies, &c., received are to be handed over to an Inteiidanee member 
of the Board appointed by the president, who will keep an account of the 
sup|)lies handed over to him in a ledger, and will be answerable for their safe 
keeping like the Superintendent of a magazine. 

iV.i?. — Ledgers will be provided bj the Circle Intendance. 

[4) Despatch of stores, 

a. The date at which stores are to be ready to be sent oft* and the quantity 
to be despatched will be eommunicated by the president of the Board at 
Astrakhan to a person acting as Railway Station Clommandant, and by those 
at other points to persons designated by the District intendant. 

iV.i?. — At Astrakbaii, besides naming a date, the president of the Board wdil infoim 
the Comiiiandnnt of the quantity of supplies expected from the Upper Yolga immediately on 
receipt of a telegram with this information from the contractor. The District Intendant will 
bind the contractor to send such information. 

b. The loading of supplies for despatch will be carried out direct from the 
river boats to the deep-sea steamers at the time when they are received by the 
Board and after they are stamped ; and if this is impossible, the supplies will 
be embarked by the official acting as Superintendent of supplies, observing the 
regulations for Superintendents of dep6ts in Book XII, Code of Military Law, 
1869, and other conditions. 

c. Stores when handed over should be entered in ledgers or in despatch 
books with remarks as to the number of paekages, state of the packing mate- 
rials, &c. 

d. A telegram is to be sent by the President to the Commander of the 
troops in Trans-Caspia on such portion of the supplies being received or des- 
patched, and another to the District Intendant ; and a telegram is also to be 
sent to the District Intendant respecting the fulfilment or non-fulfilment by 
the contractors of the periods for partial or final delivery, and in the latter case 
stating the quantity of supplies not delivered. 

e. In all misunderstandings which may arise in the despatch of stores, the 
president of the Board will settle the matter himself, and will take all measures, 
in his power to hasten the despatch of stores. 




(o) Fnnds at the (Usposal of the Boanh. 

For conangent espeuses, such as hire of lahourers, ],n.|,aration of stan 
o.rP of buildings, &e., as store4muses, vvh^ sueii arc not furnished by 
muluuthontRis oflK.e a|lowauee,_fe pbieod at the disinL 

flip piesidenf, id wliieh ho will give an aocount. 

JS.B.-Ih will (ole-i-aph all sudi expenditure to the Circle Intcndant Cor information. 

(Sd.) BIKHORST, Licidenant-iieueral, 

Dh^tnet luteHcJant 


appendix XCIIL 

COMPAIUTIVK STATEMENT OP THE LOSS OF STORE 
MATS ACCORDING TO THE TABLE APPENDED ' 

ti.e Code op SIllitatiy LxVw^ and accor 
Board established to weigh A-Rticles sirppi 


32 xci!Rs of 
actual ovkr 
normal wahtb. 


I>KMPATOlUil). jxVO'rCAL WASTIC. NoiIMAL WASTB. 


bfi wccn tvhii’h the stores were carried 
aiid nature of the auuT»; 


Pounds I [Pounds. PoimdK. Tudz. Pounds. 


'o Khvnja^Kala^ 80 ret'sU 

(otiJj liens'). I 


Biscuit 
Oron s 
i )a,ts 


■ViiZ'Oium {(} iBO vtivsi. 


Rye fiour 
Wheat flour 
Biscuit 

Buckwlieat groats 
Rice groats ’* 


554 B7 100 

U56 ... 151 

8,391 13 301 

8,005 410 

1,916 32 67 


^hwa^a-Kala to Bdmi^ 50 versts (33| 
miles). 

Bye flour 
Wheat fiour 
Biscuit 

Buckwheat groats 


30 1,339 37 


'I percent. I4- per cent, 
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appendix xciv. 


Return" of suppi.ies, materials, &c., lost during transport in tub 

CONVOYS OF THE MERCHANT GkOMOFF. 


.. ■ 

! i 

— 

' PiilCE OF EACH 

! 

— 


vVeighi;. 


i Totai,. 

Points between wlsieh carried and description 
of stores. 

Number. 

) 







! Btids. 
i 

Pounds 

.! Bouh, 

j 

Koj}. 

Moub. 

j Xop, 

f . 


Diiz-Olu'it to Bdmi. 

..1 

! 

1 

I 



1 

j 

>I orse biscuit 

! 45 1 

1 36 

6 

45 

2,93 1 

11 

Oats 

1 

1 3,443 

i 32 

2 

79 

4,025 

30 

JjttZ'Olum to Kkw'tja^Kaia. 

1 

i 

i 

j 

I 





Rve flonr 

1 

1 ... 

390 

31 

S 

5 

1,191 

86 


! 

37 

33 

3 

64:^ 

133 

994 

liuckwlicat groats 

! 

191 

11 

3 

34-^ 

398 

974' 

U:i ts 


25 

8 

2 

79 

70 

31 

Wbuat tiour 


253 

2 

4 

9J. 

‘-a 

1,139 

25 

JIuUa- Kuri to B>huL 








Tea 


3 

26 

50 

1 

152 

54 



41 

21 

9 

96 

414 

33 



893 

37-.i 

1 

65 

649 

98 

Kye cakes 


975 

27 

4 

10 

4,000 

27 

Oats,' , 

*«• 

180 

31 

1 

27 

229 

58-i- 

Hve tlnur 


10 

2 

2 

10 

21 

lOJ- 

Buckwheat groats 


1 

15 

2 

45 

3 

41 

(’abbuge 

... 

46 

5 

2 

60 

119 

22-^ 

Aidin to Bdmi. 








Oats. . 

4.. 

4S9 

20 

3 

7i 

1,502 

45 

Chiht^ldidr to Duz-Olnm. 








Kye flour 


465 

37 ' 

1 

52 

708 

! 21 

Bi,t5cuit 


46 

25 -1 

2 

6 

96 

' 5 

Buckwheat groats 

«»« 

42 

■5 j 

1 

894 

79 

84 

Onions ... 

... 

10 

,2 

1 

77| 

17 

81 

Oarlic ... ' 


8 

37 

i . , 4 

21\ 

35 

15 

Potatoes ... ... ; 


82 

12 

1 

^71 

44 

41 

Pearl barley 


. 5 

3 

4 

92 

24 

9f‘4 

Hor.se biscuit 

Oiheers’ Tents, Fmjcb pattern 

"52 

10 

19 

5 

... 

52 

37| 

SokUers^ UnU dUibri 

108 

»** 



■ 



Hopes 

Oats 

233 

273 

’*‘9 

***1 

*51 

4X2 

57 

Cakes 


78 

36 

3 

9 

243 

80 

Oat« ... 


IB 

35 

1 

51 

25 

50 

Wheat hour 


71 

2 

3 

22 

225 

78 

Potatoes 


277 

1 

1 

37 

399 

52J. 

Rice groat 


79 

3 

3 

n 

243 

16 

New ropes ,.4 


53 

12 

... 


..4 

- 

From ChiMshlidr lo JDuz- Olum. 








Cabbage 

20 barrels 



2 

li 

167 

90 

Rye fiour 


2,203 

“23 

1 

52 

3,347 

88i 

Buckwheat grouts ‘ 


295 

14 

1 

894 

559 

69 

Wheat flour 

... 

74 

10 

3 

22 

239 

8| 

Bice groats 


440 

17 

3 

H 

1,353 

624. 

■Fruit acids 


84 

15 

7 

87i 

483 

34 

Qhi ,,, 



16i 

IX 

824 

4 . 

72 



1038 



materials, ^'c,, lost during irat, 
merchant Gro7noff — eontd 


eonvogs of the 


Points betw 


"eeu whioh earned and description 


Soldiers' 


tentes d^ahri {French paUern)^ 


Biscuit 

Sugar 

Tea 

Knitted waistcoats 
Horse biscuit 

Spirits 

Cloth trousers 


From Chihishlidr to Fm 
Felts 

Kice groats 

Wheat flour [ 

Potatoes 

IVI ats, 1st quality 

lliiifonns 

Great-coats 

Dark-green cloth 

Neck hands 
Boots 


From Fuz^Olum to Kh 

au 

Oats 

Kyo flour 

Biscuit 

Wheat flour 

Potatoes 

Sugar 

Oats 


Frotn Fuz’' Olimt to Fdini, 

Spirits 

Kakhetinski wine 
Spirits 

GU 

Oats 


From Krdsnoeodsh to Fdmi, 

Sugar 

Tea 

Bye flour ' **' 

Biscuit 

Wheat fliour > 

Howe biscuit ' ^ _ 


WeIG.HT. 

r. . — „„ 

Pltlou OF EACH 
, ITEM.' 1 

FiuU. 

Pound f 

1. Jiouh 

■ -1 
. ■ Fop, 1 
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lieinrn of supplies, materials, lost during transport in the convoy s of the 
merchant Gromoff — eoneld. 




Weighs. 

Peice of each 

Tot An, 

Points between wiiich earried and description 

Number. 



Xi'JSAl. 



of stores. 

Tiids. 

Pounds. 

l^oul . 

Kr>p. 

riouJj, 

Fop. 


From Mulla-Kdri to Bdmi, 








T?ve ftoiir ... ... 


130 

B 

2 

53 

329 

28 

Duck wheat groats 


66 

35 

. 2 

904 

194 

48 

Biscuit.... . 

... 

9 

34 

3 

7 

30 

24 

Wiioat fiour 


244 

13 

4 

.234 

1,034 

72 

Kicc groats 


213 

32 

4 

84 

873 

37 

Fruit acids 


24. 

4 

8 

884 

223 

^ 

Spirits , ... ... 

( 37 ved. 
C15 diet. 

1 

) 

... 

12 

93 

450 

34 

GJii 

79 

2 

12 

83-1 

1,014 

61 

Cabbage 


263 

4 

3 


795 

88 

Total loss 


13,591 

22 

... 

... 

41,175 

41 

Replaced 


4,022 

2 ' 



9,310 

42 

Loss remaining 

... 

9,569 

20 

... 

... 

31,864 

79 


APPENDIX XCY. 

Contract concluded with Khivan Merchants por the supply op keat. 

Saperscribed : — 

“I CONPIEM.*' — (Sd,) Skobeleff, General and Aide-de- Camp,— dated ChiMsMidr, 
the 22nd May {Brd June) 1880. 

On tbe 17th (29th) May 1880, we, the undersigned, the inhabitants of 
Khiva, caravanAjchhis Hakim-Bai-Babaeff, Niaz-Muhammad, and Mullah 
Nur-Geldi-Khudai-Berdieff, and Major Yepilanoff, Intendant of the troops 
in Trans-Caspia, have concluded this contract for the supply of meat to the 
troops of the advanced force along its line of march from Duz-Olum to the 
territory of the Akhal-Tekke oasis, on the following conditions : — 

1. Brom the day the troops of the advanced force march from Duz-OIum, 
we, Babaeff, Muhammad, and Berdieff, engage to furnish meat to all troops 
of the force in the proportion of one-fourth beef and three-fourths mutton. 
The quantity of meat required is not laid down exactly ; the approximate 
requirements will be 7,000 ptids, but this figure may be increasea or diminished 
according to circumstances. In neither case have we a right to complain, 
as the amount of meat required will depend upon the number of troops. 

2. By the nature of the contract, the points at which the meat is to be 
supplied cannot be laid down, but they will be limited by the movements of 
the force ; wherever the force or any portion of it goes, thither we are bound 
to follow it and satisfy its requirements. 

3. The period for which our contract is made is for two months from the 
day the force leaves Duz-Olum, and after that we are bound to continue the 
supply till the 1st (13th) January 1881, but only at the points occupied by 
the troops at the end of the period of two months and no further, and not 
unless the Intendanee gives us two weeks^ notice of the prolongation or 
stoppage of our contract. 
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n 1 ^’' lOS, Book XII 

Code oi Military Law, section s, ziw., it is to be fresh <.-onfl wJfl, <.i 

fat still on it, without leg-s, heads, hearts, entrails, necks or taTls ; the meat is 
to be generallj of a thoroughly good quality, and we are bound to have always 
a siilRueiit number of cattle, so that the troops may never siiller want of me^t 
0 . Ihe meat furnished by iis is to be issued direct io the troops, ivho am 
bound to receive it and give us receipts, showing the ciua.litv of moat issued 
to them in piult and pounds, and also the number of the account sheet in wbieli 
t e meat received IS entered. It these conditions are not comtilied with 
payment will not be made on tlie receipts . ^ ^ 

6. The price for each 2 n(d oi meat supplied to the troops will be five mdln 

iovtyiopech Ihe payment of this money will be made by the Inteudance 
upon the receipts presented by us. ■ J-i«cuuante 

7. We offer no seenrity for the proper fulfilment of our contract 
Instead of such, the Intendanee of the force will withhold the money due 

to us for the first montii s supply. This seenrity will not be freed till the 
completion of the contract and the final settlement of accounts. As an t 
fiaction of the obligations to Government undertaken by ns is to be con 
sidered the noii-fimiishing of meat to the troops, or the furnisliino. of such 
asisiejeeted by them, if the troops are thus left without meat. ”ln such 
cases as are verified by a Militaiy Board, a fine may be imposed ii.ion us to S 
extent of £0 per cent, of the sum by which the contract liLs not been fullilhii 

ac„uA « lip !•' ddartod 


APPENDIX XCVI. ■ 

Contract coxclitdbd with Groiiofp, Merchant op the Lst Gmui op 

'IaSHKAND, poll TUB SUinmY OF ME.VT, 

Snperscribed : — 

-1 conPiiiM.''-(Sd.) Skobklv.^s' General ami Mdc-Ae-Camp, Temporan/ Cummmnhv 
of the iroojjis tti TmHs^Caspia, ^ ^ ^ 

No. 1050, dated Port Tamanakoye (Bdmi), 8tli (20tii) Eebniai-y 18S1. 

Ko 7 ?ikiff®T~^t^ of January (fitli February) 1881, wc, the undersigned, Colonel 
Kozelkoff, Intendant of the Forces in Trans-Caspia,; and Alexander Ye“ff 

conract fTSr' ^ hav; eonchuS ft fikwf 

between Chip'" 1 coinmuiiieatiou 

betevetn Chikishlmr and Banu and from Micliaelovsk to Bami, and beyond as 

far as the troops move m the Akhal-Tekke cam, for the pericid f -..m t flJ 

(13th) January to the 1st (13th) July 1881, on the following cmiditions 

administintions Id supply meat for the troops and Government 

f.-nrv Ai -1 • 1 1 - establishments in the country at the followino- Tirices 

timt >>« i»«<i at l.a»t tl,« 

week, and goat s flesh is only to be issued with the consent of the troops. 
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S* At tlie points wliere more than 200 troops are stationed^, the con- 
tractor is bound to issue meat by weight and have his own clerks and 
butchers; at points where the garrison is less than 200 strong, cattle and 
sheep are to be given direct to the troops, the weight being determined by 
mutual consent. When a force of the strength of one mobilized battalion or 
two divisions of cavalr}?- is moved, the contractor is bound to have cattle and 
sheep driven with the force by his own men, but with a force of smaller 
strength, than the above, cattle and sheep are to be handed over to it, their 
weight being Hxed by mutual consent. 

4. The meat issued by the contractor is to be fresh and succulent and in 
a word of the quality required by law, and is to be issued without the 
fat being removed and without legs, hearts, entrails, or tails, the head being" 
taken at half weight. 

5. The meat is to be issued to the troops against receipts, in which is to be 
snentioned in what account sheet each issue is entered. If this is not done by 
the troop"^, payment will be made all the same to Gromoff on the presentation 
oF his receipts, and the latter will be corrected by the troops by order of the 
Intendanee. 

(>. For the horned cattle and sheep captured up to date from the Tekkes 
and handed over to the merchant Gromoff, the latter wall pay to Government 
25 T 02 ihleH ])er horned animal and 3 roubles 75 kopecks per sheep or goat, 
ami, after this, sheep and cattle, which may be captured by the troops from, 
the enemy, will only be handed over to Gromoff by special decision of the 
Temporaiy Commander of the troops, and if he does not so decide and hands 
the cattle over directly to the troops, Gromoff has no right to complain. The 
money due from Gromoff for the cattle and sheep sokl to him is not to be 
deducted from him in a lump sum, but by monthly instalments in equal parts 
till the termination of the period of his contract. 

7. In the event of the number of troops being increased or diminished 
within the period of the contract, the contractor is bound to continue the 
supply of meat to the troops, but the contractor is to be informed a month 
beforehand of any imp(n‘tant change in their numbers. In the event of the 
whole of the troops leaving the country before the 1st (l*3tli) July, the terms 
of the contract will come to an end, and the contractor is to have no right to 
complain. 

3. Payment for the meat furnished will be made within three days of 
the pre.sentation of the receipts by the Intendanee of the force or his 
])ra.nches from the field treasure chests wherever desired by the contractor, and 
the issue oF a cheque to the contractor is to be considered as a money payment 
to him for the time. 

9. The security required by law to provide against non-fulfilment of the 
ecmtraet is not furnished on account of the confidence placed in the contractor 
by the Temporarj Commander of the troops ; but in the event of the contract 
being broken or unfulfilled, the amount of the fine will be fixed by the Tem- 
porary Commander of the trO{)ps, and if the sums due to the contractor and 
still in the hands of Government do not make up the amount of this fine, 
the balance wdii be deducted from the merchant Gromoff from sums due to 
him for other operations in the country. 

10. For the meat issued to the troops by the merchant Gromoff before 
the period of this contract, i.e., in November and December 1880, payment 
will be made at the rates mentioned in this eon tract. 

11. The tax on this contract will be deducted at the final settlin^^ 
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APPENDIX XCVir. 

Et™ FOK THE VUT.lXmT^Km VBIUFICATtON OF EXFENniTtTRE TXCUREED By 

Departments and OppiciAr^ and op sums DtsBTiRsuD prom the Field 
Tueasure Chest in Trans-Caspia. 

Superscribed : — 

“ I C0NPiRM.”-(Sd.) Skorelepp, General and AidcdcCamp, -dated Krdenovodeh 
the 1st (,13th) September 18S0. ’ 

(I) General Regulations. 

Sections. Tlie object of this preliminary verification is to Dre«n+ 
megular issues of money and to permit of a timely verification of aticr^iments 

tL fL^lTT n documents are :-(l In Cudf 

uarHenlnf «'fi«»‘‘^raents, those laid down by lyenerd and 

paiticular regulations for issues of monev. 121 T„ 


c„e.„e»b .pp,/ t„p “ 

«p,ndit,„ fo'r'lSrJ »« 

“!>■«« case to .top the 

em4S“vii(; »t Wf a final G„v- 
by the Control JZnLZ '“™“" 

(5) Organization of the Control. 

by ‘» >>» -““Js 

“4^s‘r “ 4 

Treasury is not to^stm^m Controller from the station of the Field 

in this case to make pa?SXtilr?^"T Treasuries are 

Section 7. On th^rietura ortW p\of 

or on the arrival of a Contmllpv -i-h ‘ station of the treasury, 

are to be verified according fn +!,« without preliminary control 

verinea accoiding to the regulations in section 15 of these rules. 

• 0 ^®O0EDURE OF THE PRELIMINARY CONTROL. 

receketiu fhe ireSr?rf ^4 departments and officials, as they are 
Euoh afe in the same sStion ns^fl before the Controllers when 

carried on for brdinaiyt^^°li. ^ ^sgnmenta by the Field Controllers is 
rainary in wet a manner that all assignments may be ■ 
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verified on the day of their being received for verification, and in the case of 
extraordinary issues (marked pressing not more than one hour is to 
elapse between their presentation to the Controller and their return to the 
treasury. 

N.B — To enable the bnsiness of verification to be performed v'ithin the times 
suited, the submission of assignments to the Controller is to be carried out without the 
least didaj. 

Section 10, On the verification of assignments, the Field Controllers are 
to return them to the treasuries with their signature on the back and marked 

(i) payable, (£) non-payable (stating reason) , (3) conditionally payable (stating 
documents required). 

^ Conditionally payable” are those assignments part of wliich appears perfectly 
regular, and part of which requires additional documents or is altogether iiTegiiiar. Accord- 
ing to this those assignments are to be marked. 

{ 4 ) Rules of OpEIlATIO^^ 

Section 11. The Field Controllers have the right of verifying assign- 
ments and their justificatory documents ; but if time is wanting, they may 
leave complicated accounts in assignments unrevised, making a remark to 
this effect when signing the assignment. 

W.B . — The rights, attributed in these regulations to Controllers, belong also to the 
Chief Controller, if in the course of affairs he finds it possible to personally take part in the 
operations of the preliminary control. 

Section 13. As j)ayable assignments are to be noted : — 

(1) Those for general Government purposes, when they are supported 

by the proper documents laid down in the general and particular 
rules for money issues. 

(2) Expenditure on credits opened specially for the objects of the expedi- 

tion when the assignments are supported in the ease of expenditure 

for operations, by the orders of the Commander of the troops 
or by demands made by persons authorised by him ,* in otlier 
cases, when the assignments are supported by States or regula- 
tions issued specially for the period of the war or by general 

regulations. 

(3) Assignments made generally by order of the Commander of the 

troops or on demands made by those authorised by him. Such assign- 
ments are to be lioted payable, although all the necessary documents 
are not added to them; but such documents may nevertheless be 
demanded by the Controllers after payment of the assignments 
from the departments or persons presenting the assignments, except 
in the case of extraordinary expenditure by the Commander of 
the troops. 

Section 13. Those assignments are to be noted as conditionally payable 
when the principal documents are not presented with them; such as — (jrders 
by the Commander of the troops, contracts with contractors, accounts with 
them, reports of articles having been actually furnished to, or services rendered 
to Government, &c. 

Section 14. Assignments are to be noted us non-payable — 

(a) when they have been issued by persons who have no right to 
do so; (5) when tbAVA ic ^ - ’ 




be paid ; (a) when the assignment is elearlveoiifroiur 4 -t, t 

of tbo Commander oi tt"e troo,,e; ('“in J' 

ass.s:nmenle ™. demoded md.y a.lvn,,,.™' ca.i eMT 
{<) when advances are clemamleJ Mntiiout accb.nt.fe in.tJfVimflP 

operation being presented ; (./•) i„ cases wherein . on5, d^ " 
made for com, gold, or bank silver, when credit 1 , 0 ^. !, n 
money is allowed to be paid. 

Second adraneos may be made withont t!m -iwounf^i nf- llm • , , 

only to persons and departments anthorisod to tliia eiTort bv the (''oinnnm^!'.'’^r 'i’l"'' 

} inch anthonsation is to be communicated to the Ohitd' ii* ^ i troops, 

iniormation of the Field Controllers and Field Timsnrj 

Sechon lo. Accounts H-tlviinees arc to be verified bv flio Fiobl p/ ^ i 
lerSy and in the event of inwnlar expenditniYN m* tb#> k-Qn ^ 1- . Control- 

to be supported by additional docurnentsbeinsdetected' tbe ConSlrr'’”™.” 

.1^ results of S'liiir.rS't “»»>» 

non-payable. > 7 ‘ i® iiote sneli assignments as . 

\o) Results OP the pkelimtnaiit verification. 

“TIT”** ““'-•"i 

ward Otem at ou.e te, the poteen, wbii.s.md tboh SS 

oomSSbfthe^“Ldr?A^^^^^ Ti*” ■ 

to the treasury by the persons eoneernoJ an and returned 

by tbe field C„uLllcrSl“”i“rfewliiiS'*‘^^ '*» «”»'■> 

dj.of rf “««,<■ *«" «» pi» .( 

iield Controllera, in pemittine tiavmpnt nf mmE pPPei'ted by the neoessnry doenments, tlie 
the Field Oo,.fr»iler,^X w Oomnt?r®t’r f 

setting a.dde of the knlationirsnehVi^T^^^^^^ of the troop.. f,n- orders for the 
the neeesisary doeiiments from such a person. 'me the Controllers will demand 

Seefton 19. Assignments marked “ non-pavable ” are eitboy Uft- ; i d 
by the persons issuing them, or are returned to tbf + incomplete 

for payment to be made on the resnonsibilifv of treasurers with a request 
menk In the latter case tliftS^rToffl s'griing the assign- 

rejiort to the Controller, but will in no caS ""f 

issued liy people not authorised to do so P‘'yment of assignments 

non-p:;Sde!theSr p^d o^SSoSmtv”?! , - 

to Ihi Notice of the ChiS CoSer ' 

to the Commander of the Troops ^ 
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APPENDIX XCYIIL 

EETUIl^^ OF THE ASSIQXMENTS NOTED AS NON-PAYABLE OR AS CONDITIONALLY PAY- 
ABLE during Novejibeti 1880. 


Pate of 
assiL'iiment. 


To whoTii and by whom issued, 
and for wliat purpose. 


Reasons for noting it as iion-payable or 
c'onditioually payable. 


1880. 241 

July 2Gtli 
(AugAst 7tli) 


JmielOtli 1411 
(22iid) 


Nov. lOtli 3467 
(22n(i) 


Nov. 15th 474 

(27th) 

18858 


Nov. 14th 471 
(26th) 


! By the Intendant of the 
Force, to Engineer Y^asi- 
lieir, advance for construc- 
tion of house for Com- 
manding Otiicer at Ciii- 
kishliar. 

By the Intendant of the 
Force, to Major-General 
Petrusovitch for the con- 
struction of a wharf at 


1,200 r. house. 


By chnpter 188, section 4, of the 
rules for the receipt and issue of 
Government money,* this can only 
he allowed to the extent of -JtcI 
of the total sum allowed for the 


Krasnovodsk. 


46,400 r. 


By Krasnovodsk Intendance 
section to Colonel Shaha- 
iioif, the officer superin- 
tending the movement of 
the troops, on the Astra- 
khan Treasury for jmy- 
meiit of advances. 25,000 r. 


Isf, In instructions of G. 0. 0. 
No. 2634, it was not decided to 
use the whole sum assigned 
for the construction of a wharf 
at once. 2nd, By Chapter 138, 
Section 4, of the rules for the 
receipt and issue of rrovoru- 
ineiit money, an udvanco of ird 
of the total sum only can Aie 
allowed. 

Because no accounts have been 
furnished of former advances 
according to Section 14 <>f the 
Regulations for the Preliminary . 
Control. 


By the Intendance of t]ie 
Advanced Force, to the 
officials of the Artillery 
Adnrmistnition in Trans- 
I Caspia ami those attaclied 
j to this Department, for 
I ration and forage money. 


By Intendance of Advanced 
Force, to 1st Battalion 
83rd Regiment, to buy 
horses to replace those 
lost. * 


Forage money is issued at the 
prices fixed at Bami to Acting 
Assistiint Adjutnnt College Sec- 
retary j\Iandeii(Jf from 24th July 
(5th August) to 1st (13th) Sep- 
( 4,675r. tember, to Staff- Captain Buluyeff 
(97^’op. from 1st (13tb) September to 1st 
(13th) November, and to Lieuten- 
ant Berg from IstGSth) Septem- 
ber to 1st (13th) November, while 
' orders show that Mandenoif 

arrived on 22nd August (Srd) Sep- 
tember, Baluyeff on 4th (16th) 
November, and nothing is known 
of Berg’s arrival. Captain Sair- 
gaiyeff is allowed forage money 
for 5 horses instead of 2, riding 
horses as in the documents, and 
forage for 8 other carriage 
horses cannot be allowed. 3,968 
rouh, 44 hop, are payable, 707 
rotih, 43 hop, are conditionally 
payable. 

According to Army Circular No. 
200, 1875, no sums are issued 
for remounts in war, and 
such expenses are to be met by 
50 r. the extraordinary sums at the 



104G 


Bclicni of the amgnvnenh noted as non-payahle or as mulHionally paycMe 
thifing November iSuSO—contd. 


Bate of 
lussigumoiit. 

No. of 
assign- 1 
meat. ' 

To whom and by whom issued, 
and for what i)ui*pose. 

um. 

Reasons for not ing it as non-payable or 
cund it ionully payable. 





disposal of the General Officer 
Commanding troops. No order 
from later for payment of 50 i\ 
was appended. 

July 14tli 
(26tb) 
and 

Nov* 23rd 
(Dec. 5th) 

5717 

18S.S8 

18892 

1SS93 

18895 

18896 
18899 

By Xntendauce of Advanced 
Force, to different persons, 
for travelling expt^nses 

1 from Chikishliar to Duz-i 
Olum. 

f420?\ 

^7 ko}7. 

By G. 0. 31, 14th (26tli) March 
18sS0, travelling money is only 
issued to persons travelling on 
s])ecial duty by orders of Com- 
mandants, if posts oetmpicd hy 
the troops. These persons do not 
come under this category and 
only moved up to Baini to take 
over their duties. Therefore 
assigttments are noted condi- 
tionally payable till orders are 
received from the General 
Officers Commanding. 

Nov. 26th 
(Dec. 8th) 

5dl 

By Intendance of Advanced 
Force to Lieuti'iijiiit 
Gurieff, for marching 
allowance as Commander 
of a camel convoy. 

700 r. 

From the copy of an order from 
General (>ffieer Commanding 
Lines of Communication, a})j)end- 
ed to the assignment, it is 
evident that Lieinenant Gurieif 
was only a]>pointed to sujnn*- 
intend the convoys on the road 
, from Bala-Ishem “to Band, but 
svas not ap}u anted Commander of 
a camel convoy. The asaigument 
is therefore conditionally pay- 
able. 

Nov. 26th 
(Dec. 8tli) 

542 

By lutendance of advanced 
force to Lieuteniiiit 
Gurieff for ratioti, forage, 
and tahle-money as Com- 
mander of a camel convoy.' 

f 652 c, 

i i 39 hop. 

As above. 




APPENDICES TO CHAPTER XIX. 

APPEKDIX XGIX. 

Genehal uetxjrn of increase and deceeasb amongst the Sick in the Mebi- 
? CAL Establishments of Trans-Casfia ani> in the Regimental Hospitals 

OF THE Troops engaged in the Akhal-Tekke Expedition. 


Cause of admission. 

A? 

§1 § 

Admitted, j 

1 

<y 

■ ■ &C ^ 
ci 

^ o 

X S 

Q " 

Died. 

Invalided to 
the Caiiea- 
sus. 

6C*m 

c 0 
’5'72f 

'S s ■ 

Wounds from firearms or cold steel — 







1879 


204 

173 

8 

78 

5 

* 18S0 

5 

378 

62 

21 

10 

290 

1881 

290 

621 

641 

147 

101 

12 

Total 


1,263 

876 

176 

199 

12 

Intermiff ent fever — 



■ ' ■ ' ! 




1879 


7.673 

7,ri0i, 

52 

86 

34 

1880 

! i-1- 

■ 5,528i 

5,369 

35 

4.7 

111 

1881 

.111 

;■ 2,883 

2,7.57 

30 

95 

112 

Total 


16,084 

15,627 

117 

228 

112 

Dysentery — 



! 




1879 ! 


984 

i 747 

136 

87 

14 

1880 

14 

580 

453 

75 

1 49 

17 

1881 

17 

16 

109 

64 

20 

; 10 

Total ...| 


1,750 

1,309' 

275 

156 

ID 

Abdominal Typhus (Typhoid ) — 


■ j 





1879 


1 


1 



l^8o ; 


23 

*‘*13 

10 



1881 1 


84 

. 50 

34 

... 

... 

Total 


IDS 

63 

45 

... 

... 

Spotted Typhus — 







1879 







1880 

- ■ ■ 1 
■ .*0I* ■ 

* 1 





1881 

... 

185 

’137 

46 

■‘*2 

... 

Total 


186 

137 

47 

2 

... 



General relurn of increau and 
Esi a h Ihk m enh of 


<im^e ammfid the Sid- in td 
Irans-Caxpia conf-.d. 


Cause of admission. 


Eelapswff Ti / phus ---^ 


Typhus in undetermined forms 

1879 

1880 
1881 


Tlrtteric Qa f.nrrli - 


IS "'2 “2 

Go? 5-1 L<>j 

57 O 1 5f> 101 


23 8 

31 2581 41 

2S1 49 


Tiye diseases — 


3,G18 

3,40.S! c>H 

115 

' 27 

3,34.0 

3,123; 00 

112 

■ ■*>>» . 

03 

1,502 

1,314' 33 

14f5 

105 

' 8,520 

7,872 170 

373 1 

105 

61 fi 

r>!)6 

210 8 
472! 13 

311 

11.7 

78 

41 

/ 

5^50' 25 

314 

42 

1.037 

1,017! ~r "" 

<S02 

42 


Other diseases-^ 


Gi‘' 531 
(552 028! 

28? 257. 

1.^181 1,419! ~ 


3 5 

14 15 

40 .-i 


Total 
Grand total 


Dimded as follows^ 
1870 


1880 

1881 


3,381 

1 3,072! 

30 

130 

0,4301 
3,48 f 

0,227 

3S 

110 

2,971 

OS 

577 

13,301 

12,270 

143 

823 1 


45,782 1X471 1,123 i2 8‘>2 


■Se !?,s;a‘ a « a 

?66 11.091 O.m 64. , ‘Sa 


APjPENDlS 0* 

EeTCES OE TUB MONTHLY BLUCTCATIONS AMONGST THE SiCK AND WOTJNDEO IN Tltl^ 

Medical Establishments and Regimental Hospitals op the Teaks- 
Caspian Eibld Eoece. 


Hehira of Uie JFomided ia the Medical Estahlishnienk and Regimenial 

Hospitals. 





h:-,53 


rs 

1 


TeAISTSFEBREI) 

X . 

•ja "S '■ 




S s ■ 




SH »® 


0 a 

Montlis, 



% 

O' 

&C , 




it 2 





s 

S 

ns . ^ 

|;||| 

-I 







S 

ft 

^ i'i 

0 

B . 

■■ ■ 

play 



■ 

3 

3 





I June 




2 

1 




1 

July 



1 

1 

1 




1 

IS'79^ 

Ang-nst 



1 

213 

3 




211 

September 



211 

. 42- 

57 

7 

28 


161 

1 O(;tobcr 



161 

84 

84 

1 

69 

76 

25 

1 Xoveinber 



25 

1 

14 


1 

2 

9 

\ December 


••• 

9 

6 

10 

... 



5 


Total 

... 

%%% 

362 

IfS 

8 

ss 

78 

5 


January 



6 


2 


2 


1 


February 


... 

1 

1 

1 



1 


March 


'..r 

1 






1 


Ain'il 



1 

1 

1 




1 


May 


... 

1 

2 

2 




1 

1880\ 

June 

July 


... 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 ' 


1 


1 

2 


Au^^ust 



2 

5 



4 


2 


September 



. 2 

48 

16 

*1 

7 


26 


October 


... 

26 

15 

15 

... 

13 

"3 

10 


November 


• 

10 

27 

11 


3 

7 

16 


December 



16 

593 

11 

'20 

288 


290 


Total 

... 

5 

696 

62 

21 

318 

10 

290 

/jarmary 



290 

a, 948 

203 

88 

1,589 

24 

300 

! February 



300 

391 

191 

36 

231 

10 

223 

18S1< 

March 


... 

223 

162 

. 115 

21 

o/» 

52 

132 

April 



132 

41 

57 


53 

3 

60 


t.o 


60 

9 

28 

1 

6 

7 

27 

June 

... 

... 

. 27' 

3 

13 

1 


3 

12 


Total 

...... 

290 

2,553 

641 

147 ' 

1,944 

99 

12 

Grand total 



3,601 

876 i 

176 

2,330 

187 

’ 13 



•Jed in Ue Medical JEdaUishnenk 
llcspitals- — ^contcl. 


Grand total 
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Eehirn of the Wounded in the Medieni V + it r j 


r-Way 

June 
J niy 

.1879^^ Au-nsfc 

f’ep^- ember 
Oeto])er 
■November 
„, .December 




f January 
I February 
' i^Jarcb 
April 
' May 


mo I June 
1 July 


I August 
^ F-eptember 
j October 
{ Noveinber 
L December 


W. 3 "l - 
... ... ; 


^ B05 1 “ifil 


16 1 124 


320 e I 17 X31 I 


f January 
I February 
1881 j March 

April'.':'. 

•Jz 


166 

528 

39 

■'" . 47 

50 

29 

:22 .'. 

4 

13 

10 

11 

1 

5 

10 

. “*. . . ■ 

4 

*1 




897 82 70 


Orand total 



•turn of (he IFonuded -in the Medical Edah. 

Eospilah—coxiiAl. 


'Maiitlis, 


rMay 
Jtine 
July 
August 
Se])teuiber 
Oci.obor 
N ovoiubo)* 
December 


f January 
^'«‘brna]’y 

Marcli 

April 


) Jum.* 

‘ July 
August 
ISepteinbej' 
Octubor 
Nov<?niber 
^December 


January 
iV'bruaiy 
W arc! I 
April 



... 1 
• •• 1 
... I 

1 \ 

*1 

1 ... 

1 

! 




■■■ 2 

*2 "** ' I 





2 

o ;;; 





1 


*** 


... 

" 1 

4 

* 1 !.! 

*4 ‘1* 



... 

10 

(> ... 

3 



1 

4 

2 

2 



1 

14 

3 ... 

1 

« « • 

... 

11 

147 

0 2 

14J ... 




TiUN'.'^rrijr.ED 


f May 
j June 

July 

J August 
1 8e].)ten'iber 
j i)ctober 
I Xovemh^r 
L December 


f=^ I s 


• 1,155 

1,363 


j-S ^ 1 


242 

1,179 

939 

/ 

25 

10:3 
2 3’^ 

287 

209 

1,224 
954 
53 / 

1,153 

10 

ISl 

147 

o/i> j 

572 1 

6 

1 

313 

70 

276 

299 

2 

0/ 

11 


8,324 7,501 


AJ an nary 
Febrna,ry 
iMareli 
April 
■May , 
June 
July 
A ngnst 

September 

0(‘tober 

November 

December 


169 159 

355 298 

209 186 

244 219 

294 269 

3S9 337 

521 466 

866 739 

1,081 837 

965 826 

' S57i 511 
634 522 


8 131 

8 139 

3 98 

6 109 


33 

74 

64 

76 

51 

45 

54 

119 

8 216 
23 185 

7 123 

9 111 


31 6,284 5,369 35 75 


47 111 


aniiary 

'ebruary 

rarch 

pril 

me 


111 795 402 

159 1,103 593 

255 722 529 

136 424 317 

107 542 410 I 

113 J 644 506 


11 393 


111 4,230 2,757 30 1,347 


Grand total 


18,838 15,627 117 2,7 
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’Return of the cases of Intermittent Fever in the Medical Eslatlishnenis 
Begmeuial Hospital s — ^coiiid . 


Months. 


fMay 
June 
July 
Aiij^nst 
September 
October 
AS'ovcmber 
I Doceuiber 


fiTaunary 

Felu'miry 

March 

May 
June 
July 
Aujtii.st 
September 
()etolHT 
Nb>vember 
I December 


^January 

Fel^rnary 

March 

April 

May 


Grand total 


mouth. 
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Metnrn of tlie cmCB of IntermiUent Fever in the Medical EdalUsJments and 
Beghnental Ilosgntals — coiitd. 








i 


Tuvif 

tSFEEBED 

, cs 







‘ 







Mouths. 


g| 

a ^ 


■ g: 


0 -e 
0 c .z 

• ■ 4 ■ 

d 

f 0 





’s'® 

B 

<5 

Q 



0 ® 



fMay 











June 











July 










1879- 

August 

Septiunber 

October 

November 



**• 

* 5 

... 


... 


"’5 


i^X.>eceniber 


... 

5 

4 

'"4 




4 

! 



Total 

... 

... 

9 

4 

... 

1 

i 

... i 4 

1 

f Jiiniiarv 



4 

2 

4 

1 



1 . 


February 

... 


1 

8 

. 5 




4 


March 

... 


4 

4 

6 




2 


April 



2 

6 

2 


1 


5 


May 


... 

6 

3 

4 

1 



3 

ISS0< 

June 

July 



3 

S 

3 

... 

3 


... 


August 



... 

*‘*4 

'*’4 

... 

... 




September 




83 

38 

, ■ 2 i 

16 1 

. .... ,, 

27 


October 



27 , 

48 

26 


14 


35 


November 

... 


35 

36 ! 

■ 35 

... 

14 


22 

L December 



22 

1 

54 1 

"1 

46 

1 

■ 8 

... 

21 



Total 

... 

!' ■ 4- 

' 251 

173 

5 

56 

21 

i 

f Jann.'nv 



21 

252 

45 

5 

182 


41 

j February 

... 

... 

41 

95 

69 


5 


62 


March 


... ■■ 

62 

74 

82 

"’1 

34 


19 

April 



19 

48 

47 


8 


12 

1 May 



12 

68 

44 


10 


26 


... 

••• 

26 

42 

37 

“1 

8 


22 



Total 

... 

21 

679 

324 

7 

247 

... 

22 


Grand tptal 

... 

... 

839 

501 

12 

304 

##« 

22 



Eehmi of the ca^e^ of Iniermitteni Feirer u Medkal MdMisJimenU md 
Begimentad EospUaU----cojiQl^^^ 


Til VKSPEKIiKB 


n4 




( May 

' ■»»%' 


.... ... .1,155 1,021 

June 



115 3,323 1.231 

July 
j Angusf; 

} September 


... 

151 1,543 1,351 
177 1,067 .. ,896 
:■ 252'. 1,155 1,113 

October 



' 189 886 . 855 

1 November 



126 504 561 

l^December 


•** 

■ 52 '■ 262 279 


Total 

... 

... ?,88G 7,20r 

f January 



25 149 146 

February 



21 ■■■.'323' 275 

]\rarcb 


« #* 

55 178 301 

April 

Mtiy 



42 205 300 
48 274 251 

j June 

July 



34 845 303 
'37 4(;9 450 

Aupfusfc 


... 

42 772 683 

Se])teinber 



■ 80 873 723 

October 

. 

... 

124 800 737 

November 



104 43 387 

^December 


... 

64 454 400 


Total ^ 

... 

25 5,2G4 4,080 

f January 



41 414 294 

1 February 



54 64'3 445 

1 Marclx 



83 437 312 

April 



44 221 166 

May 



30 342 236 

^Juns 


... 

61 431 366 


Total 

»«* 

41 2,488 1,810 

Orand total 


... . ■ 16,638 13,812 

|-^ ■ "'r'’', 1_._!j irr 
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Beiurn of the cases of Dysentery in the Medical Estailishmenis and Megimental 

Hospitals, 


. Months. 

Number on 1st 
day of month, 

Admitted. 

Discharged cured. 

Died. 


iTEiiniin 


Uf r/5 

E-i 

i 2 ■ 

S 

:o g 
43 ^ 
o ^ 

B ■ 

eg 

.5*0 
■' "5 f>, . 

P 

S-c? 


fMay 




113 

83 

4 

1 


25 


June 



25 

119 

lOS 

S 

14 


19 


July 

... 


19 

340 

159 

80 

68 

4 

103 

iq-qJ -Aiignst 



1G8 

329 

146 

52 

103 

as 

93 


1 isoptembcr 



98 

199 

120 

82 

74 

7 

64 


October 

... 


61 

124 

75 

8 

41 

38 

26 


1 November 

... 


26 

64 

27 

5 

23 


25 


i^Deceuaber 



25 

27 

29 

2 

7 

... 

14 



Total 

... 

... 

1,305 

747 

136 

331 

87 

14 

f Janimry 



14 

12 

10 

2 

4 

■ 

10 


February 



10 

10 

9 

1 

6 


5 


March 



5 

23 

11 

... 

7 


10 


April 

... 


10 

25 

19 

. . « 

5 


11 


May 



11 

82 

u 


11 


18 

1880 

June 


... 

18 

68 

28 

2 

29 


27 


July 

... 

t.. 

27 

138 

32 

3 

89 


91 


August 



91 

162 

109 

3 

82 


69 


September 

... 


59 

139 

84 

13 

44 

6 

61 


October 



61 

141 

62 

16 

60 

17 

43 


November 



48 

106 

51 

19 

34 

20 

30 


^December 


... 

30 

74 

30 

17 

30 

6 

17 



Total 

it* 

14 

930 

453 

75 

350 

49 

17 

f January 



17 

86 

21 

10 

46 

5 

21 

! 

h ebruary 



21 

102 

26 

14 

55 

♦<* 

28 

1881^ 

March 



28 

49 

11 

21 

29 

2 

14 


April 


... 

14 

18 

13 

6 

5 

4 



May 

... 


5 

45 

14 

8 

12 

... 

1 


... 


16 

62 

24 

6 

29 

9 

1 



Total 

... 

17 

362 

109 

64 

176 

20 

10 


Grand total 


»#■* ■■■■ 

2,597 

1,309 

275 

847 

156 

10 


il 




Meturn of the cases of By senUr^j in the Medical EstaM'c 

■ IIospUaU~mnti, 


'huenk mii Eegimental 


"] September 
October 
IS’'ovembei* 
^December 


f January 
Pelii’iiary 
.Ararcb ‘ 

Apiii 


J June 
' July 
Au;,?usfe 
September 
October 
November 
(^December 


'January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

J une 


Grand total 


13 

pJj 

s 

TliU'fSPIJiJ.IUID J 

' 

Si , 

■ ' ' 

o ■ ^ 

: a ■ p 

J « r . S ® '§ 

I'SS Mi -So 

oi SJ? 

S 

♦ rt« ■ ,S4 : 


' ... 3 

13 ■ 2B 

... , 4 77 

31' 45 

43 ' '88 50 

'29 '24 

31 7 48 

11 7 

If> .88 6 

■ 0 , 5 

■■ ' 3 , ... 9 

3 ■' 1 

— ; ... 10 

93 110 

88 8? 10 

— :. 
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Eeturn qf tke ./ MeMcal EdallMnenU and Regimental 

Ho^pitalg—^QXxtA. 



Months 


{^Dvcemhiiv 


! Jvnit^ 

July 

Anp-?ist 

&t'pfc'.‘uiber 

Octiiljor 

November 

(^December 


"Jamiary 

Febrnoi*] 

March 

April 


Grand total 


day of mouth, 
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Met-arn, of the eases of B^senter^ in the Medical EstaUishments and Eeginental 

eoncld. 





00 

fl g 

S'© 


5> 


TlUS-SPE'E-EUn 

03 , 

! 


Months. 



; 

.1 

rd 

O 

s 

m * m 

■S ■«.§!; 

rs 

ciS 

0 . 

S 13 

0 a. 

ft « 

£0 




!^5 

1 

C| 

S 

0 ^ S 

V .J=J M 

5 ►* 
s « 

1 M 


fMay 



113 

83 

4 

1 


25 


Jxine 


25 

114 
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Beturn of eases of Abdominal Tgphm (Typhoid) in the Medical EstalUshmnts 

and Regimental Hospitals, 
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Beturn of cases of Abdominal Typims (Typhoid) in the Medical Esiahluhments 
mid Regimental Hospiitah — contd. 
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Eetnrn of cases of Spotted Tpphis in tlw Medical EstaUkhmnts and Regimental 

Hospitals — coiicH. 
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Uckmi of cases of Relapsing Tffhm in. tie Medical EsiaUislimenU and, 
liegimental Hospitals . 
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E-eimn of cam of Eelapsing Tgplm in the Medical EdaUisJments 
Begimenlal UmpiiaU — contd. 
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Jteinr. of ,a„, of X.lapA,, Tppiuo i, tio Moiical E.tMi.iment, aU 

Hospitals — -contd. 
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jRetnni of oases of T^2}7 ius ^n uUetermined, forms in tJte Medical EstallM- 
^aents and Ref mental Hospitals. 
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BeiWri of cases of flights in wnMeterminefl forms in the Tlledkal Esfallishments 
and Itegimenfal Hospitals — (‘oueld. 
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Behm of cases of Enteric Catarrh in the Medical EstaUishmenis and RegU 
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Beium of cases of Scurvy in the Medical EstahUshments and. Regimental 
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ft* 
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■ 1879^. 

^August 

September 

October 

No v ember 

... 

... 


... ^ j 


■ ... ■ 




^December 

... ... 

... 

1 


... 

... 




Total 

... 

1 


... 

... 

r. 

1 

f.Invmary 


1 

2 

2 




1 


.F(fbruary 


1 

... 

... 


... 


1 


Sfareb 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 


■ J''2 ■■ 


A pril 


2 


1 

... 

... 


1 


May 


1 

... 

... 

... 

, 1 



1880 » 

June 

July 

... 



... ■ 


... 

t* t 



Amrnst 

... .»» 


... 


... 


*«« 



September 

... ... 

h«« 

5 

3 


2 




Oct' >ber 
November 





... 

... 




^^December 

... ... 


3 

1 


1 

1 

I '"*1: 

■ : p. 


Total 

1 

13 

9 

1 , ' i 

4 ' 



f Jantiary 


1 

9 

1 

... 

7 


2 

1 February 


2 ■ 

10 

7 

1 . 

2 


3 


... 

3 

1 

4 

7 

5 

5 


1 

2 


1 

1 

I 5r»y 


.'i:- ■ 

13 

. ■ , 4"' 

... 

2 


8 

I^June 


8 

5 

12- 

... 

... 


1 


Total ... 

1 

48 

34 

•• 

14 

... 

1 

Grand total 

■ , ..." 

62 

43 


18 

... 

1 
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"a 

2 

O O 


1-3 
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riiANSrEEKEB. 



^Months. 



1 

WJ ■ 
ca 

P 

'g j 

P « 

& 

m S 

1 "** 0 4JS 

«.« i::: 

jzj J/: 03 

a^.a 

^ § 

•+J g 

o « 

H 

P 

“5 *3 

'ci p>» 

1 « 

P 

i8'r9- 

Alay 

June 

July 

August; 

Sept ember 
Octol'er 

N ovember 
Deeember 


« 

*13 

13 

10 

16 

3 

2 

U 

8.8 

146 

97 

7S 

22 

27 
■ 77 

9 

73 
129 
■ 95 

64 

34 

28 ' ' 
21 

4-8 

... 

2' 

17 

5 

8 
■ 1 

*14 

:4 

.... 

13 

13 

10 

16 

3 

. ■ ■ 2 

4-t 

1 



Total 

... 

... 

544 

492 

.... 

51 


1 

1880 

"■Jnimary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Juno 
' July 

August 

Septeiiibcr 

October 

November 

^December 


;;; 

1 

3 

6 

■■ 12 ■ ■ 

2 

9 

8 

17 

18 

24i 

19 

: 8 . . 

, 25 ' 

37 
39 

38 
50 

. 74 
89 
62 
127 
63 

39 
32 

20 

34 

25 

4 
31 
. 70 
'74 
3t 
98 
49 
36 
29 

. 


3 

*’*8 

. .. . B 

12 

5 

C) 

27 

23 

19 

14 

6 

■ «** .' ■„ 

3 

6 

12 

2 

9 

8 

- ".17":" 

IS 

24 

19 

8 

5 



Total 


1 

675 

540 

... 

131 

... 

5 

f January 
j February 

April 

1 May 
l^June 

... 

... 

5 

6 

6 

7 

13 

1 

25 

34 

47 

33 

23 

17 

13 

23 

24 
22 
23 

8 

... 

11 

11 

22 

5 

12 

7 

... 

6 

6 

7 

13 

1 

3 



Total 


$ 

170 

113 

... 

68 


3 


Grand total 


. ... 

1,398 

1,145 

■ ... 

250 

^ 4 * * 

S 

' ' , "fltej'igr— «' ' ‘'’i'"’' , ■ ■ ■ • ^ ' ■ - - • - 
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Return of cases of all other diseases in the Medical EstaUishmenis and Regi- 
mental Hospitals. 


' Moaths. 
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So' 

c 

■ 
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^is's 

g §1 

o'rB^'Z 

0 

CS 

3 

c S 

H ■ . 

fMay 




E91 

307 


21 


63 


June 



6S 

390 

263 

2 

77 

. 

Ill 


July 

... 

... 

111 

€18 

396 

12 

98 

38 

215 


Ana'll st 

... 


21S 

763 

636 

5 

117 

■'3-5: 

'.185: 


September 



185 

509 

897 

5 

136 

9 

,■ l47:-,„ 


October 



147 

452 

368 

5 

70 

41 

115 


jS'ovember 

... 


115 

418 

335 

2 

83 

7 

306 


December 

... 


106 

608 

370 

6 

9G 

... 

"143 



Total 

... 

... 

4,079 

3,072 

36 

698 

130 

143 


^Januury 



113 

497 

411 

3 

78 

, 

«•! 

•• 148 


February 



148 

403 

368 

1 

61 


121 


March 

... 

... 

lai 

457 

448 

2 

39 


,■89 ■■■■ 


April 

... 


89 

809 

250 

... 

49 


09 


May 



99 

540 

374. 

4 

121 


■■^;'i4o::' 


June 

... 


140 

6G5 

459 

2 

119 


126 


July 



■ 125 J 

809 

i 700 


135 


■■:„ -99'^- 


August 

... 


99 

994 

1 614 


203 


'-■'■316', 


Se])toinber 



316 

1>056 

832 I 

’“4 

2K) 

■ 29- 

297 


October 



297 

lyOOO 

7BG 

8 

219 

49 

■ 255 ,",' ; 


November 

... 


255 

710 

643 

10 

178 

■ 10 ■ 1 

. '2n 


^December 

... 

... 

215 

749 

502 

4 

j 

181 

, '■ 1.9 1 

■' 198" ; 



Total 

... 

143 

8,089 

6,227 

38 

1,653 

116 

■ 198'1 


("January 



19S 

1,030 

673 

8 

346 

J 

" ■■'.■1 

34 

267 


j February 



267 

1J77 

627 

16 

437 

75 

288 

1 ftRi 3 Marcli 



288 

1,081 

571 

36 


• 64 

303 

April 



302 

977 

600 

■■.16,/| 

■ 'JOO:' 

393 

263 


May 



262 

5r2 

380 

7 

:■ ■.■■151 ■ 

86 

190 


l^Juue 

... 


190 

412 

320 

'■' :'7' i 

B4^^; 

125 

m 



Total 

... 

198 

6,228 

2,971 

68 

1,744 

577 

66 


Grand total 



17,396 

12,270 

112 

4,096 

823 

^ m 
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97 

68 

76 
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69 

44 

36 
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53 

81 

4.9 

32 
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“1 

11 

3 
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26 

' *38 
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Total 
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30 
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38 
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Fe))riiary 
March 

April 

Alay 

1880. •];;;“ 

Aiig*nsfc 
September 
October 
Nove uber 
December 
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38 

62 

49 

40 
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67 
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113 

127 
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123 

67 

51 

62 
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91 
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*3 
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4 

6 

2 

6 

19 

1 

5 

26 

5S 

78 

96 

28 

23 
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49 

19 

19 

52 
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41. 

67 

63 

47 
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137 

'125 

123 
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Total 
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1,525 
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22 
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116 
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fj Jin nary 

1 February 

1 ' ^ April 

1 May 
l^J unc 



95 
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148 

114 

322 

4B1 

416 

629 
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213 
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193 

213 

21G 

162 
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13 

9 

12 

6 

4 

114 
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71. 

23 

34 

75 

64 

193 

86 

125 

126 

154 
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148 
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23 


. Total 


95 

2,284 

1,104 

48 

627 

677 

23 

GranJ total 

**• 


4,393 

2,296 
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1,151 

823 

23 
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109 
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19 

... 
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Total 
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691 

319 

20 

371 


23 
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' * . 
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Nevember 
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809 
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... 

■'■71 


December ... ... 
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451 

336 

... 
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Total 

... 

8,462 

2,779 

6 

584 


94 


f January 

91 

421 

361 


73 


81 


February 

81 

829 

310 


41 


69 


March 

69 

389 

373 

... ■' 

38 


37 


April ... 

37 

230 

1S9 

... 
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.4. 
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■ . 

May , . ... 
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389 
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... 
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680 
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. . . 
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Total 
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APPENDIX Cl. 

Retukst of the Sick akd Wounded in EESi.yESTAi, Hospitals, teaipofaey 
Field Hospitals, and Inpirsiaribs in Trans-Caspia during the Akhal- 
Tkkkb Expedition FROM 1st (13th) AIat 1879 to 1st (13th) July 
18S1. 


Jf.S.— In tills Return are inclwled the men of those Corps of the Rspe4Rionary Force who were reeeiTed 
into the Medical Establishments in the CaueaNUs. 


Corps, 

Sick. | 


WorOTiin. 


1st (13th) May 1870 to 
1st (13th) July IsSl. 

i 

1 

A 

. 

1st (ISthtMaT 
1879 tolRtfiath) 
July ihSl. 

iii 

.9 " 

*S 

1 

cs 

Admitted. 

■ ^ 
rt 

o ■ 
rr. 

Ml 


Ci» 

H 

< 

iTD 

C- 

M 

«[ 

1 

! 

o 

13th (Erivan) Life-Guard Grenadiers ... 


49 

48 

1 


27 

20 

7 


14tb (Georgian) Grenadiers 


35 

29 

6 

... 

30 

22 

8 

... 

73rd (Crimean) Regiment 

... 

742 

631 

33 

78 

18 

16 

... 

2 

74fc]i (Stavropol) Beginient 

... 

784 

674 

' 46 ; 

G4 

89 

Cl 

24 


75tli (Sevastopol) Regiment 

••• 

9 

8 

1 

... 

.. 

... 

... 

... 

77tli (Tonga) Regiment 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

7Stli (Xavaga) Regiment 

... 

194 

145 

22' 

27 

... 

... 

... 


79tli (Kura) Regiment .♦* 

... 

45 

21 

14 

10 

26 

23 

1 

'2 

SOtli (Kaharda) Regiment 

■■ 

29 

' 17 

12 


'■ ' , 

44', 

41 

3,: 

... 

Slst (Apslieron) Regiment 

... 

1,010 

910 

S4 


102 

83 


6 

82nd (Dagliistan) Regiment 

.... 

902 

l'" 844 

oS 


.61' 

!,"43'' 


3 

83rd (Sainur) Regiment 

... 

897 

rv'soo 

r8.8,: 

... 

'.'33. 1 


1 

4; 

84tli (Siiirvan) Regiment 


866 

.'',791:. .i 

"oe,.'.' 

9 

1.35 

108 

' 25 ^ 


161st (Alexaiidropol) Regiment 

... 

65 

::'(":s3 ' 

20 

2' : 

**• 




162nd (Aklmltsikh) Regiment »#« 

... 

82 

60 

■2.5f 

7 

1 

1 

... 


Mixed Caucasus Rifle Battalion 

■ '..■■V-V' L,. : 

37 

27 

10 

... 

1 

1 


4 « % 

2nd Caucasus Line Battalion 


1 

1 


... 

.. 

.. 



6tli Caucasus Line Battalion 


5 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7tli Caucasus Line Battalion 


2 

2 

... 


.. 

... 

... 

... 

15th (Tver) Dragoons 


30 

28 

2 

*• 

35 

27 

8 

... 
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Eeivm of llu> Sirk ami Wunwh'l in Eegmenlal llaxpllalft, iemporarij field 
Ihixpitals, and Infirmaries in I'raus-Ca.yiia — ci'nhl. 



Sick. 

WouwTnax ■ 

Col'ps. 

ist (lath) is7a 

to 1st (I3th) .luly ISSl. 

If 

'.i 

'S 

a 

o 

1st f 13th) May ^ 
187H to ist (13!:h.) 
July ISSl, . , 

i” ' ' 

Ib ' 

'S 

I 

p 

Admitted. 

1 

1 

P 

jDietl. 

Admitted. 

& 

IL, 

rt 

P 

■ns 

Cl 

P 

IGtli (Xiji'Otn’od) Dragoons ... 





1 

1 



J 8th (PcToyaslav) Dragoons ... 

29 

25 

4 

... 

12 

12 


... 

Poltava Cossacks ... ... ... 

299 

272 

27 

... 

6 

3 

2 

... 

Laba Cossacks ... 

G7 

63 

4 


8 

6 

3 

... 

Volga Cossacks ... ... ... 

22 

20 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

T:iiuaa Cossacks ... ... ... 

601 

641. 

42 

18 

32 

■23' 

6 

4 

,])Mgliiataii Irregular Cavalry Regiment 

03 

61 

12 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Ouueusus Gronsuiier Artillery Brigade ... 

3 

1 

9 


1 


1 

... 

19th Artillery Brigade 

66 

64 

4 

8 

9 

6 

4 


20fc]i Artillery Brigade 

, 177 

150 

27 

... 

4 

4 

... 


21st Artillery Brigade ... 

283 

2't,6 

26 

11 1 

: i4i 

6 

5 

3 

39th Artillery Brigade ... 

1 

1 






I' : 

1st Torek Cossaek H. A. Battery ' 

. ' 7 

' 

1 

... 





Horse Mountain Division ... ... 

18 

17, 

1 


... 

... 1 



1st Mobile Battery ... ... 

11 

11 

... 


2 

'2' ' 


... 

2nd Mobile Battery 

... 



... 

1 

1 



Srd Mobile Battery 

4 

4. 


... 

1 

1 


... 

4oth Divisional Ammimition Column 

65 

40 

10 

5 

3 

3 


... 

Oiinib Portress Artillery ... 

131 

125 

G 

... 


... 


.. 

Krasiiovodsk Fortress Artillery ... 

18 

13 

6 


... 



... 

PetroYsk Fortress Artillery ... 

1 

... 

1 




... 

... 

Tiilis Artillery Dop6t ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 



... 

... 

Caucasus Field Telegraph Park ... 

26 

26 

... 

... 

... 


.. 

... 

Heliographic Detachments . . ... p. 

64 

62 

2 

... 

2 

1 

1 
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liftiirn of the 8hl: (.uid Jf'^onnJerl hi Beghnenial Ilo^pifah^ teviporanj Field 
Hospitals^ and Infirmaries in Trans-Ca^pia — contd. 


j 

i 

Corps, 1 

f 

1 

1 


Sick. 



"WousnEi*, 

ut fi3tio Mnr israto 
1st July Ibii. 

'a 

A 

1st fl 3tli) .irny 
1870 to 1st, n3thj 
July ISSl. 

R 

*5 : 

S 

. 4) 

Admitted. 

*13 I 

Sb 

« ! 

i 

A 1 


’B 

< 

Diseliarged. 

<t5 

1 

\ 

1st Caiieasns Sapper Battalion 

1 

1 





I 


2iid Caucasus Sapp€?r Battalion 

193 

1(3 

12 

8 

IS 

12 

6 ... 

■ ■ 

3rcl Caucasus Snpi^er Battalion 

1 

1 



... 

... 


... 

2tk 1 Caucasus Engineer DetacLnient ... 

14 

13 


1 



... 

... 

Asliliabad Artillery Depot 

4 

3 


1 



... ) 

... 

Petrcvsk Supply-Depot 

1 

1 


... 



... 

... 

Jigits ... 

7 

6 

1 

... 



... 

... 

1st Eailway Reserve Battalion 

605 

550 

15 

34 

5 

5 


... 

5th Gendarme Cadre Dotaclimeiit ... 1 

■■ j 

34 

34 

... 


1 

1 

... 

... 

Transport of the Force 

261 

215 

42 

. 4 

11 

10 

1 

... 

loth Divisional Infirmary ... ... j 

' 2 

2 







21st Divisional Infirmary 

21 

20 

1 


... 




Trans-Caspian Local Battalion 

158 

140 

1 

1 18 


40 

32 

8 

' 

... 

Krasuovodsk Local Battalion ... 

638 

580 i 

33 

■25 

12 - 

9 

■2 

1 

Darbaud Local Detachment 

2 

i 

2 



... 

... 


... 

jS'utlia Local Detachiiient ... 

2 

2 ' 

1 






... 

Alexandre vsk Local Detachment ,,, 

25 1 

■ ■ i 

22 : 

1 

2 

1 

1 


... 

Yelisavetpol Local Detachment ... ... 

2 

i 

' 1 

2 




... J 


... 

Shemakha Local Detachment ... ... j 

2 

1 

1 





... 

Kuban Local Detachment 

1 

1 

... 



... 


... 

Kazakh Local Detachment 

1 

1 




... 


... 

Burtunaeff Local Detachment ... ... . 

1 

1 

... 





... 

Vladikavkaz Local Detachment 

1 

1 

... 


... 



... 

Escort Detachments ... ... 


... 

... 

... 

1 

1 


... 
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Beturn of the Siek and Womried in Eeffimenial IlospUnh, temporary Field 
Eoepiiah, and InftrmarMs in Traur-Caep/a — coneld. 


Corps. 

Sick. 

Wounded. 

1st (13tb) May 1870 to 
1st (Uttii) July 1881. 

g 

a 

i 

lat (13th) May 
1870 to 1st (UUiO 
July 1879. 

Remaining. j 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Q 

Admitted. 



Discharged. 

ns ■ 

0), 

; S 

Intendance of the Force ... 

28 

26 

2 






Staff of the Force ••• **• 

45 

44 

1 


6 

1 

:6 


Caspian Naval Flotilla 

3S 

85 

3 


1 

6 

1 

... 

Military Hospital Detachmenta 

802 

727 

49 

26 

2' 

: 2 

... 


Supply- Deiiots ... ... 

68 

55 

3 


.... 

... 


... 

Oovenunent Treasurers 

8 

3 




... 


... 

64th (Uglit?.) Kegimciit 

1 

1 



1 

1 

... 

... 

119th (Kolouiuo) llogiinent ... ... ; 

1 

1 



... 

... 



I59th (Georgian) Rcgiracnt ... ... i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 


... 

Grenadier Eegiment of Life Guards ... ... 

1 


1 



... 


... 

4th Tiirkistan Line Battalion ... ' 

1 


1 


... 



... 

6th Turkistan Line Battalion 

11 

10 

1 


18 

14 

4 


13th Turkistan Line Battalion 

1C 

15 

1 

... 

23 

19 

4 


6th Orenburg Cossacks 

125 

111 

12 

2 

24- 

14 

6 

4 

11th (Jzum) Hussars 

1 

1 







Turkistan Jigits 

12 

10 

2 


2 

2 



1st Turkistan Artillery Brigade 

... 

... 

... 


2 

2 ' 



2nd Turkistan Artillery Brigade 

1 

1 



... 

... 


■■■ ■ " 

Civilians and Civil Officials 

1,212 

1,105 

101 

6 

27 

23 

4 

»•« 

Total* 

12,01G 

. 10,72C 

1978 

348 

904 

700 

1G9 

35 


^ It will be noted that the losses of the 1st Orenburg and 2nd Ural Cossacks (belonging to 
the TurkisUu Force), «re not mentioned in this return.—^, JjT, <?* 
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APPENDIX OIL 

BeTUHH of THE'^ mem , IMTALIBEB AMD- BISCHAEGED AS BMFIT FOE SEEVICE FROM 
AMOMGST THOSE WHO TOOR PART IM THE AkHAL-TeKEB EsPEDITIOMS OF 1879-8L 


Corps. 

Sick. j 

WOKNDEI). 

Class 

n. 1 

Class 1 
III. j 

Class 1 
II. j 

Class , 
III. 

73r(l (Crimean) Regiment; 

... 


... 

14 

1 

6 1 

i 


74th (Stavropol) Regiment 


... 

... 

11 

15 j 


3 

81st (Apsheron) Regiment 

... 

... 


3 

2 1 

1 

3 

6 

82nd (Daghistan) Regiment 


... 

... 

7 

10 

... 

I 

83rd (Samur) Regiment 


... 

... 

3 

13 

1 

4 

S4th (Sliirvan) Regiment 

... 


... 

9 

9 

1 

10 

15th (Tver) Dragoons 


... 


... 

... 


1 

Poltava Cossacks ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Laba Cossacks 


... 

... 

... 

1 

... 


Taman Cossacks 

... 

*•* 

... 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Orenburg Cossacks 

... 

... 


... 

1 

1 


Ural Cossacks 



... 

1 

«»p 


■ ' ""S' 

SOth Artillery Brigade 


... 


... 

1 


... 

21st Artillery Brigade 




4 

1 


■■ 2 

Gunib Portress Artillery 


. 

... 

■ 2 

1 


... 

2nd Caucasus Sapper Battalion 





... 


1 

Caucasus Telegraph Park 




2 

1 

... 

... 

Heliographic Detachments 


' •#« 

, ... 

1 2 



... 

Krasnovodsk Local Battalion 


*»• . ' 

... 

V 

11 


1 

Trans-Caspian Local Battalion 


.■ ... , 


2 

... 


4 

1st Reserve Railway Battalion 


... 

... 

12 

9 

•»» 

1 

5th Turkistaii Line Battalion 

• «» 

.... 

„ ' ... 

.... 

... 

... 

1 

13th Turkistan Line Battalion 


... 

... 

... 

... 


Z 

Alexandroj)ol Local Detachment 


... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

Pield Hospital Detachments 


... 

... 

7 

3 


1 

Government Transport 


... 

... 

... 

1 


... 

Caspian Flotilla 


... 

... 


1 

... 

... 



Total 

... 

90 

89 

10 

44 
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APPENOJX CirL ; 

RE{:tTr.ATro'TS FOR THE Society of the Hed C^koss ih the AK.HAL«TErvKE 

EAmmioN, 

The Society of tlie T?ed Cross has no hospitals of its own. Its principal spheres 
of activity are — (a) the giving o£ material assistance ; (/;) tlie atteudanee of 
the sick by Sisters of Mercy ; and (c) the care of the sick during evacuation. 

(a) Material assistance. 

The Ued Cross Society gives all the assistance in its power to the sick in 
the hospitals, infirmaries, regimental hospitals, convoys, dressing stations, 
and generally, and as far as possible, in all places aeeessil^le to it. 

After satisfying the requirements of the medical establishments, the means 
at the disposal of the Red Cross Society will be directed, as far as possible, 
to preventing sickness among the troops by assisting in improving the 
hygienic conditions of their life. 

From the resources of the Red Cross Society will be supplied such articles 
as are not issued at all by the military administration or are issued by it in in- 
sufficient quantity for local requirements, and therefore its sphere of activity 
wdll be added to the Government equipment, supplies, and medical stores, so that 
all may conduce to the more speedy cure or alleviation of the sufferings of the 
sick, and to all that may tend to improve the sanitary condition of the troops. 

According to this programme, the central administration of the S(?eiety has 
already given orders for the despatch to the force of a considerable quantity 
of tobacco, soap, tea, sugar, &c., and it has also })re]'>ared liinui for wearing 
and for bed-clothes, and stretchers fitted to 1)6 used instead of beds in those 
places where such are not provided by Governmfnt ; it has also ordered three ice- 
machines, and finally it has prepared a small supply of surgical stores to meet 
unforeseen requirements. At the same time attention will be |)aid to the iiii- 
provement of the food with a view to preventing an outbreak of scurvy. 

(b) Attendance of the sick h/ Sisters of Merc j/. 

Careful nursing of the sick and wounded is one of the best means effi attain- 
ing their care, and therefore the Red Cross Society pays special attention 
to'^securing perfectly trained nursing sisters and to gettingexperieiieed managers 
for the kitchens. 

The sisters are distributed by the plenipotentiary of the Bed Cross Society 
among the hospitals and. infirmaries, and also, in case of nec'cssity, some may 
be attached to the convoys of sick, in which case the Red Cross Society arranges 
for their transport, &c. Each group of sisters is in charge of a senior sister, to 
whom, according to the regulations laid down by the War Minister, the medical 
authorities refer for all that concerns the sisters in the medical establishments. 

The sisters receive 15 ronhles a month from Government and the same sum 
from the Red Cross Society ; they receive officers'" allowances and Government 
quarters on the same footing as officers. 

N.B . — Quarters are to be detailed for the sisters in the same buildings as 
their patients, or, if this is impossible, in those nearest to them. 

, ■ , {c) Invaliding of the sicl% 

Not being able, under the unfavourable circumstances, to take the whole 
charge of the invaliding of the sick, the Red Cross Society proposes to take 
the folhuving measures : — 

, (1) It will provide, as far as possible, all convoys with linen and medicines, 

and wdll try to ameliorate the food. 
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(r2) It will farnislij as far as its means will allow^ fittings for tlie transport 
of siek on camels, &c. 

(3) It will organize sea transport. Witli regard to tliis question, tbe fol- 
lowing proposals are made. 

On a steamer being sent off from the west coast of the Caspian, seTeral Sis- 
ters of Mercy will be placed on board of it, accompanied by hospital assistants 
and sanitary troops. These will take with them in tales all that is required to fit 
up the ship for the transportof sick. On the arrival and unloading of the steamei*, 
it will be at once fitted up for the transport of sick, and will take them to the 
west coast. A hospital surgeon will he detailed in ease of necessity to accom- 
pany the ship. The sick will receive sHp^s rations during the passage, wiiich. 
will be paid for by the military administration. The Red Cross Society on its 
part will arrange for the rations being improved. The military authorities will 
assist the Red Cross Society as follows : — 

(1) They will give to it everywhere, where it is necessary and possible, build- 
ings to be used as stores or as quarters for its personnel^ without pay- 
ment ; where none such are available, they wdll enable the Red Cross 
Society to mark off proper places for the construction of buildings from 
its own resources. 

(*2) They will transport the stores and permmiel of the Red Cross Society 
without payment on Government ships (hired or equipped), trains, 
wheeled or pack transport, and all other carriages, and in such a manner 
that the stores of the Red Cross Society do not get mixed up in delivery 
with military stores. 

(3) It will issue forage, free, to horses of the Red Cross Society. 

{4f) It will detail the required number of soldiers from the local troops to 
look after the horses, and to act as servants to tbe Sisters of Mercy 
and to the officials of the Bed Ci’oss Society, 

(5) The chief plenipotentiary and the plenipotentiaries of the Red Cross 
Society and those acting as their agents have the right of unimpeded 
access to all military sanitary establishments and their detached sec- 
tions. They are in no case to interefere with the orders of the military 
authorities, but are to make themselves acquainted with them, so that 
their actions may he in conformity with such orders, and that the aid 
given by the Red Cross Society may be x>roperly distributed. The 
said persons are therefore to be furnished once and for all with written 
certificates by the Staff, which, on its part, will acquaint all Com- 
manding Officers with the powers attributed to those persons. 


APPENDIX CIY. 

Retuen of Stoees, &c., sent by the Red Ceoss Society to TEANS-CASPiii 

1880. 


Shirts 

. . . 


... 

... 9,530 

Di'awers 



* 

... 7,920 

Pillow-cases 

; 


... 

... 3-500 

Flannel counterpanes 

... 



... 2,507 

Flannel coats 


■' !*»'» : 


... 1,000 



1100 


BeUm of Stores, S'C., sent hj the Red Cross Society to Tram-Caspia in 

iSSO— contd. 


Fur coats and siieepsikn coats 

*** 

»»» 

... 2,000 

Bed curtains 

* < i 


... 1,230 

Knitted waistcoats 

1 4 • 

*«» 

... 6,190 

Foot-clotlis 

« » V 

««« 

... 10,719 

Socks 



... 4,360 

Bressing-gowns 


««• 

... 600 

Ciotk trousers 

««« 

« » • 

700 

Great-coats 

««« 

i » • 

100 

Felt koots 



... 1,300 

Leather boots 

41 


600 

Slippers 

a « « 


600 

Cholera belts 



... 6,000 

Bandaging material and Iloe^ital stores. 

First aid bandages 

««• 


... 27,687 feet. 

Thin lint 



... 21,204 „ 

Prepared lint 



... 21,263 „ 

Plaster of Paris 



bo 

HJ 

Iron bands of sorts 



... 47 u 

Spectacles 


,,, 

... 550 

Eye shades 

4 « • 


... 105 

Thermometers 



lOG 

Amputating instnimonts 


" «*• ' 

... 2 sets. 

Medical instruments 


«•« 

... 0 „ 

Surgical instruments 

««* ' 


... 16 „ 

Inhalers 

• «« 


« • • 44 

Crutches 



150 

Salicilic wadding 

» • « 


... 541*5 Tb. 

Carbolic ,, 


■ *.. ■■ 

... 180*3 „ 

Hygroscopic „ 


«»• 

... 721*8 „ 

Ice bags 



271 

Oil silk 

ti.i# .■■■ 

••• 

... 1,400 feet. 

Guttapercha baskets 



320 

Field medicine chests 



2 

Hydropults 


«««' 

19 

Stretchers 


• «» 

150 

Kniyes 


. «'«« 

200 

Forks 

■ 


... 200 

Plates 

• ■■ ■ 


500 

Tumblers 


' » » » 

... 500 

Soup basins 



500 

Salt boxes 



... 500 

Small barrels 


»•« 

500 

Earthenware tea-pots 

»»» 

ll«f« 

500 

Copper pots, 1*35 gallon 


»•* 

«t« 20 

Copper pots, 2*? gallon 


• f* 

M. 20 
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Return of Sioris^ sent the JS>ed Cross Soeiety to Trans^Casnia in 

18 S 0 — eoBcld.' '"'A 


Pots with cooking-stoves 




v:/'2o:' 


Wash-hand basins 




50 


Metal gloves 




, ,,::50 


India-rubber gloves 




50. 


Copper tea-boilers, 1*35 gallon 




'fiO 


Copper tea-boilers, 2*7 gaEon 



... 

.50 : 


Small iron tables 




SO'- 


Chairs 

SzippUes, 

••• 


100 


Preserved milk 


... 

»*« 

1,350 

!b. 

Cranberiy extract 



... 

1,232 

bottles. 

Lemons 


... 


4,000. 


Port wine 




2,900 

bottles. 

Brandy 

... 

... 

... 

2,400 

9> 

Iliga Balsaam 


... 


50 

J» 

Spirits, 96^ 


«•« 

... 

135 

gallons. 

Tea 


... 


3,772*45 

a. 

Co€ee 




685*9 

9i 

Sugar 

••• 



15,306*4 

»» ' ;■ 

Preserved meats and vegetables 



75,000 

rations. 

Soup 

... 



36 


Dried whortleberry 

... 


... 

469*3 

Ife. 

Cakes 

•— 



2,418*7 


Officers' preserved meats 

• • • 



500 

rations. 

Soup 

»#*■ 


... 

36,641*5 

a. 

Tobacco 




36,100 

j, 

Preserved vegetables 

... 



1,083 

9> 

Sago 

... ■' 



361 


Olive oil 




100 

bottles. 

Estragon 

••• . 



200 

:J9 : 

Candles 


• « » 


1,083 

!b. 

Large filters 




130 


Small filters 

. • . 


... 

2,005 


Ice-machines, large 

... ■ 



3 


Ice-machines, hand 




so 


/Tents.. **• 

Various Stores, 


15 


Books 



• »» 

6 

bales. 

Crucifixes 




1,000 


Combs 

••• : , . 



500 


Tobacco-pouches 



... 

1,500 


Women's dresses and linen 




200 


Children's dresses and linen 

'mm 

««« 


300 
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APPENDIX CV. 

Staitoeot of the espendithke incokred in the Akhal-Tekkr Expeditio.n 

OF 1880-81. 

lionhles,. 

(1) Sliips* rations nnd forage 2/.)52,l)40 

(2) Transport of stores, hire and purchase of camels and horses 

(3) Pay, rations, torage, fiiwood, and lighting inonej to the 

tixiops during the war ... .. . . .. 2,423,427 

(4«) Extra allowances, carriage, field rations, and travelling 
allowances for troops sent to join the expedition or 
brought hack to winter quarters ... ... 422.279 

(5) Field Bail way (Decanvillo) ... ... .. 45G,5r><S 

(6) Condensing Apparatus ^ ... ... ... 28-h930 

(7) Trans-Caspian Military Bailway and rolling stock ... 8,159,3i)3 

(8) Delivery in Trans-Caspia of Tarious artillery stores from 

the Caucasus and from St. Petersburg ... 93,337 

(9) Additional horses for the artillery ... ... 4.o47 

(10) Cost of for the Horse Mountain Division .... S,ii05 

(11) Supply of various stores for the batteries in replace- 

ment of worn out or unserviceable articles ... 1,921 

(12) Preparation of 4,000 Linuemaun spades and 1,000 small 

axes, with packing and carriage to Trans-Caspia ... 5,041 

(13) Cost of Siemen’s apparatus and conductors, packing and 

carriage to Trans-Caspia ... ... 2,053 

(14) Preparation of telegraphic and electric stores by the 

Engineer Administration, to replace those issued for 

the expedition ... ... ... .. 13,030 

(15) Cost of instruments sent to Trans-Casjjia from the Tlllia 

Circle Engineer Depot ... ... ... 10,115 

(16) Cost of portable entrenching tools sent from the 1st, 2nd, 

and 4th Eailway Battalions to the 1st Bcserve Bail- 

way Battalion ... ... ... ... 2,441 

(17) Packing and despatch to Tsaritsiu of telegraph stores for 

transport to Trans-Caspia ... ... 805 

(18) Construction of 200 carts for the transport of the sick 

and wounded ... ... ... ... 41,047 

(19) Cost of 300 wagons and 1,200 horses sent to Trans-Caspia 

in 1881 ... ... ... ... 146,160 

(20) Cost of train of field treasury ... ... 5,698 

(21) Purchase of horses for the troops ... ... 6,662 

(22) Surveying expenses ... ... 2,638 

(23) Preparation of disinfectants ... ... ... 3,003 

(24) Purchase of horses to replace those killed or lost ... 3,405 

(26) Cost of stores ... ... ^ ... 1,116,641 

(26) Construction of a supply magazine at Krasiiovodsk ... 11,172 

(27) Office, &c., allowances ... ... ... 41,277 

(28) Preparation of telegraph material ... ... 35,859 

(29) Construction of the telegraph line ... ... 36,981 

(30) Extraordinary expenditure’^ ... ... 233,442 

(31) Purchase of barrels, rope, &c. ... ... ... 50,000 

(32) Minor expenses, transport of supplies to the quays, 

preparation of biscuit, cakes, mats, &c. ... 316,323 

(33) Beconnaissances, telegrams, and orderlies ... 5,624 

(34) Camp and hutting stores ... ... ... 55,429 

(35) Preparation of medicine chests for pack transport, medi- 

cines, and wooden and metal articles for the hospitals 65,436 

(36) Engineer works ... . •** ... 348,732 

(37) Artillery reqnirements ... ... 37,580 

(38) Transport of troops and stores to Trans-Caspia by the 

: . Caucmm and Mercury Comj^any ... 674,419 

. - ' Total 21,120,056 ‘ ' 

' “ ■' Eor detwlsy Appendix XVI.— Aon 


1W$ 

If from this be dednetecl the eosfc of the railway from Mulla-Kari to Kizil- 
Arvatj considered indispensable, not for the expedition so much as ibr 
the consolidation of the results of it, and finished 6 months after the cap- 
ture of Uok-Tapa, the cost of the expedition will be l;3,5i5,3 j l roubles. 


APPENDIX CYI. 

Statement of the Expenditure of the Extraoedinaey sums assigned for 
THE AKHAL-TeKXE EXPEDITION OF 1880-81. 


SouMn. 

Assigned for e-xtraordiiiarj expenditare ... ... 250,oo0 

Balance of the extraordiiiaiy sums assigned for the ex- 
pedition of 18:79 •», ... 4,157 

Total 254157 


E^Tj^enditure, 


For collection of information about enemy and pay of 
spies ... ... ... ... 1L96S 

Keeping tip of relations with Persian and other neigh- 
bouring powers ... ... ... ... 18.080 

Purchase of presents for the native-s ... ... 2U,7ho 

Keceiving and entertaining of Turkuman notables ... 14,31 1 

Collection of in.formation about tlie country 5,724 

Purchase of heliograplis ... ... ... 3,81)0 

Extraordinary expenditure of Colonel Ivanoif of the 


(General Staff in the purchase of camels on the Emba 10,000 
Paid to the .artist Karazin for forma of teatiraonials to 
be given to natives receiving medals, Jckalats, and 
presents ... ... ... ... 5i)0 

Paid to the Tiirknmana Aba-Mnlla, Khodji, and Knltan 
in XI ay 18s0, for as.sisting in keeping up a supply of 
camels at Duz-Olum ... ... 478 

To tiie Jigits Ovaz-XIurad and Karakchi for delivering 

a letter at Ihijmird ^ ... ... 42 

To XIahtum-KuIara-Ogli, an inhabitant of Kueban, fer 
assisting in the escape from captivity of the Lesghian 
Xhihamrnad and of the Armenian Bagdasaroff ... 150 

Issued to the Turkutudn Geldi-Khan at various times as 
rewards ... ... ... ^ ... 1,400 

Hiding and pack horses purchased for the mobile field 
treasury, with harness, a wagon, four horses for it, 
and spare articles ... ... ... I,(i30 

Bepayment of money expended by Sub-Lieutenant 
Xlalinovski of the 83rd {Samur) Begiment for the 
repair of Government wagons ... ... ... 25 

Help to the families of the following Turkomans killed 
by the Tekkes Kuvanehi, Chokhan-Aman-Ogli, 
Kirli-XTuhammad-Ogli, Abda-Muhammad, Nazar- 
Ogli, Duz- Muhammad, Irik-Muhammad, Alaman- 
Mirza, Koka-Jan, and Knrban-Durdi ... ... 1,049 

Hewards to the Jigits Mahomaeff and. Sham-Khan ... 180 

Bewards for various services from caTavan->hashis and 
camel-drivers ... ... ... ... 668 

Heward to the Persian Mustafa for bringing a letter 

from Kuchmi ... ... ... ... 60 


Kopevks. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0 


0 


m 

0 

0 

0 



noi 


Siatemejit of the Eipeniliiicre of tJe EMrmr dinar?/ sums msipzed far the 
AkhiiLTekhe Expediimt of 1880-81 — eoiitd. 


To the 4tli company Stavropol Eegiment for good 
sliooting at the sioge of Gok-Tapa ... ... 

Eepaid to Dr. Ivovalski for money spent by him in 
CMpiippiiig dressing stations ... ... 

Paid to .soldiers as rewards for good service at the 
assault of Gok-Tapa ... ... 

Ee ward to Ihe minors excavating the mine during the 
night of the 1 1th (23rd)---12th (24th) January " ... 

Paid at vari<uis times to JigiU for delivering parcels in 
the siege-camp ... ... 

Purchase of Tekke books for public libraries 
Extraordinary expenditure of Coidnel Grodekolf while 
Commander of the advanced force ... 

Paid to Koshlu-i-Kazi for 337 camels hired from the 
Aiabai in 1879 for which no payment had been made 
Money issued to promote military re-unions at Knisno- 
vodsk 
Chikishliar 

For" Alexandrovsk ... ... 

Paid to the Topograpliicul Section of the Caucasus Staif 
for maps 

Picward to the Tiirkuman En.sign Nafas-Mergeii 
To the special military store for order-books suppliwi 
for officers 

Eepaid to tlie Government of Yelisavetpol for extraor- 
dinary expenditure in the transport of drafts for tlio 
Poltava Cossacks to Baku ... 

Eepaid to the Amu- Daria District for money spent by 
(hiptain- Lieutenant Zubolf on his march to join the 
force 

Paid to the Ctnccasus and Mercurg Co mpanv iov 
passages for couriers 

Paid to iniluential Kirghiz as rewards for helping to 
collect camels in Mangishlak ... 

Eeward to Interpreter Alexander Aga.maloffi 
Paid for seed for kitchen gardens for the troops 

Extraordinary expenditure of the Commandant of the 
AtrakLine 

Extraordinary expenditure of Colonel Yerjbitski, coml 
raanding the advanced force 

Extraordinary expenditure by Lieutenants Gurielf and 
Ivriloff, Chinmanders of camel convoys 
Extraordinary expenditure of Lieutenant-Colonel Haida- 
roif, Commandant of Bami 

Extraordinary expenditure of Staffi-Captain Slavocbinl 
ski, lo{)th^\elisavetpol Eegiment and Sub-Lieuten- 
ant Voropanofr, 81st Apsheron Eegiment, Command- 
ing Volunteer Detachments 

Expended for the journey of Lieutenant-Coionel Yolkoffi! 

ot the General Staff, to Bnjnurd and Kuchan 
Expended for the journey of Lieutenant-Colonel Kuzminl 
Karavaeff, of the General JStaft’ to Teheran 
Extraordinary expenditure of Major Sivinis, of the 
Slnrvan Eegiment, Commanding the Tdusakan force, 
for the construction of the telegraph line 
Paid to the printer Artemieff at Baku forprinting orders* 
eironiavs, and special instructions 
Travelling expenses of a courier sent to Li vadia 

Extraordnmry expenditure o| the station Commandant 
^ at ChikishMr , , . , < 


Mouhles, 

KopceJes, 

'■ 203 , '■ 

0 

29.6 ; 

50 

1,824 

, 64 

2 , 300 ' 

0 

125 ', 

0 

160 

0 

1,717 , 

10 

2,190 

, , 50 

1,000 

0 

680 

0 

300 

0 

30 () 

0 

,760 

; 0 ' 

297 

55 

240 

0 

500 

0 

101 

18 

582 

50 

200 

0 

965 

2 

3,000 

0 

1,832 

51 

585 

0 

63 

0 

250 

0 

1,000 

0 

1,574 

32 

1,000 

0 

1,796 

53 

265 

50 

400 

0 
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Statement of the Expenrlittm of the Ewtmordmarp stam assigned for the 
AkkdUTekke Expedition of 1880-81 — contd. 


Paid for mustard bought for the advanced force 
Estraordinarj ex 2 )enditm’e of the Acting Intendaiit, 
Colonel Ivozelkoif 

Paid to Jicfits for keeping up communication with the 
reconnoitring force of Colonel Kur<ip4tkin sent into 
the desert after the capture of Gok-Tapa 
Extraordinary expenditure of the Superiuteudent of' 
the population of the oasis^ Major Spolathog 
Extraordinaiw expenditure of Lieutenant Krishtopenko, 
Commandant of Chat ... ■ .*% 

Extraordinary expenditure of Prince Eristoff, Goramand- 
ing the Askhabad detachment 
Paid at various times to 47 digits for horses lost hy 
them 

Eeward to Bandmaster Sheremetieff of the Krasnovodsk 
■ Local Battalion , 

Extraordinary expenditure of Colonel Euroj)atkin, 
Commanding the Turkistan detachment ^ ... 

Expenditure by Lieutenant-Colonel Kuzmin-Karavaef! 

during his stay on duty at Mashhad 
Paid at various times to Said-Ali-Klian, Governor of 
Lutfabad» for services to the force tt» ««» 

Paid to his brother Muhammad -xVli -Khan 
Present to the inhabitants of Lutfabad for services ren- 
dered during the stay of the force there 
Pay of Ram-C hand ra and his servant » » , 

Paid to Tekkes as relief ... 

Reward for distinguished service to Xaval Command- 
ing Officer Yakovleffi, 74th Stavropol Ilegiment, at 
the assault of Gok-Tapa on the 12th (24tb) January 
Extraordinary expenditure of Major Slovetski, Station 
Commandant at Gok-Tapa ... 

Expended by Ensign Kolieff for purchase of horses for 
the detachment of Ossetians to replace losses 
Expended by Topograpliist (Titular Councillor) Safo- 
noif during surveys in Persia ... 

Expended by Captain Melnitski of the General Staffi 
during his journey to Mashhad ... 

Presents to Taghma-Shdar ... ... y* 

To Tekkes for carrying the post-bags between Lutfabad 
and Askhabild ... ... ... ^ *». 

Eeward to our Agent Befour in Persia for services ren- 
dered to the force ... ... -• 

To Prince Rukn-ud-Daula 5 the cost of the landau pro- 
mised to him ... ... ... 

Pay of the Elders elected in the Tekke villages ^ 
Turpentine and other stores for the Slipakovski lamps 
Eeward to Intei’preter YezdnaefE 
Paid for 3 riding horses, with saddles, bought for the 
heliograph ic detachment ... 

Grant to hired Staff Clerk Sergeyeff, sent for cure to 
the west coast of the Caspian ... 

Rewards to the men of the 4th Batter;;y, 20th Brigade, 
for a forced march from B4mi to Erasnovodsk 
Paid to the Taman Cossacks for remounts and the pur- 
chase of new band instruments 
EMe given to the Kirghiz inhabitants of Erasnovodsk 
Eeward to the men of the volunteer detachments for 
camels captured by them from the Tekkes ... 

Rewards to Interpreter Cheveieffs and Eirkoff 


SouMeis, 

S'opecM.t 


y . 91 ■: 

9 , 300 ., 

, ,0 . ' 

465 

■ ,40 , 

4,125 

: 0 , ■ 

349 

, ■ 14 

1,960 

0 

2,497 

55" 

300 

0 

4,078 

93 , 

566 

50 

1,287 

50 

1,350 

0 

303 

50 

1,413 

12 

620 

0 

50 

0 

656 

67 

3,494 

95 

59 

0 

457 

50 

1,537 

50 

350 

0 

2,428 

20 

2,200 

0 

4,625 

0 

105 

26 

300 

0 

187 

0 

100 

0 

140 

0 

3,000 

0 

1,150 

62 

220 

0 

95 

0 
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Sldement of the Expenditure of iJie Bwtraordinafp smm assigmd for the 
AhMl-TeMce BxpediUon of lS80-81—mn\^^ 


Kxpcudcd l\y Interpreter Ter^Vortaiiofl during Ms mis- 
sion to Persia ... 

liouhles. 

50 

Kopecks, 

, ■ o„ ' 

Exlraordiiuiry expenditure of Count Orlolf-DenisolT, 
Aide-de-C‘unp, Inspector of Camel Transport 

1,221 

45 

Rewards to at various times ... 

582 

■80 

(Irant to Bandmaster Saidlitz, 74th Stavropol Regiment 

200 

. 0 

Reward to live Tekke Sirdars for useful information ... 

655 

, 0 

Reward to Nasi rbekoB", Russian commercial agent at 
JMashhad for services rendered 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Expended for the supply of the force, reconno itring in 
ilarcli along the Persian frontier from Gavars to J3ami 

1,292 

27 

Guides for above force 

257 

: 25 

Paid to Persians for pack animals for above force 

703 

0 

Extraordinary expenditure of Stato-Conncillor Heif- 
elder. Principal Medical Ollkcr of the Eoree 

608 

60 

Ex])ended by Major Pepelyayetf and Staif-Captain 
Olainnzdin during their surveys on the Persian 
frontier ... 

3,173 

50 

Rewards to the Kirghiz who accompanied Count Stetsen- 
ko of the Taman Cossacks during his ride through 
the desert to meet tie Turkistan force 

1,800 

0 

Rewards to the men of the 3rd Compan}^ 2nd Caucasus 
Sap])t‘r Battalion, who laid the mine at Gok-Tapa on 
th(vl21h (24th) January 1881 ^ ^ ... 

3,000 

0 

Extraordinary expenditure of Lieutenaiit-Coloiicl 
Nechaeff, Commamhint of the B.a mi -Gok-Tapa, 

2,327 

10 

Extraordinary expenditure of Colonel Artsishevski as 
Commander of the combined ea,valry brigade 

797 

0 

Extraoitl inary expentliturc of Lieutenant-General 
Annenkolf, Commanding Lines of Communication ... 

8,132 

40 

Extraordinary expenditure of Major-General Petruse- 
viteh 

2,897 

62 

PresimtvS to the servants of Sliuja-ud- Paula 

l,02t) 

0 

Rewards to clei’ks and soldiers attaclied to tiioStalT 

1,000 

0 

Rewards to men of the Railway Battalion 

913 

0 

Spent by Captain Baitokoff and Interpreter Agamalolf 
in accompa,nyii)g Taghma-tSirdar and other Tekke 
notables to v8t. Petersburg 

1,570 

: 75 " '■ 

Repaid to Volsl‘ov<H>-Si(trtiIilna Kot‘itski for sums ex- 
pended by him above the allowance for the transport 
of the Decanville Railway ... 

440 

50 

Rew'ard to Interpreter Ter- Vartanoff 

loo 

0 

Pay of Yakhia-Bek-Tairolf, Secretary to the Staff, at 
150 rouh. a month from 1st (13th) July 1880 to 1st 
(] 3th) August 1881 

1,950 

0 

Rewards to men of steam launches 

400 

0 

Paid for journey of a courier to Tillis 

86 

92 

Paid to i, he Commander of the steamers ChiMMidr^x 
transformation of the troop-deck and repairs to the 
steamer 

553 

60 

Rewards to tlie soldiers of the Mission sent to purchase 
supplies in Persia 

777 

27 

Exp{uui(?d for the journey of a courier to St. Petersburg 
with the recommendations for honours and rewards 

250 

0 

, Gratuity to the Cossacks as compensation for the loss 
of their property by the attack of Tekkesonaconvoy 
on the 25 th November, (7th December) 1880 

407 

7 

Extraordinary expenditure of Colonel Grodekoff and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Volkoil’ during their mission t^o 
purchase supplies in Persia 

25,956 

62f 


1107 


Statement of the 3xpen(Utiwe of the mngmclfof the 

Akkdl-Tekke Expedition of lS80’*81^Qom\&, 

MquUu, ^ .Slopeeh*^ 

Eeward to Ivan Kocliarovski, Hospital-Assistant of 
tbe Diirnn infirmary , . . ... ' 75' 45' 

Ee ward to the Tekke Muliammad-Enli, escaped from 

.:Marv , : . , ... 20 ■ 0 ' ' 

Total "■ ..V 233,442 ' 

Of the above sum were expended — 

In credit notes' ... ■ ... 199,247 ■ . / ' 

. Oold ' ■ ,*■, ' . 5,582 60 ■ 

Bank silver ... ' ... ■ ' ' .... . ... 28,612 ' 34' 

Balance over andavailable for extraordinary expenditure ... 20,714 36 

General Skobeleff laid tlie account of the expenditure of the extraordinary 
sums before the Commander-in-Cliief of the Army of the Caucasus, each item 
being supported by documents. 


APPENDIX CYII. 

Copy OF A LETTEli PEOM GENERAL SkOBELEFE TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 

Affairs, AIr. N. K. Gmis. 

Eleven months have passed since the fall of Gok-Tapa. Since that even 
the greater part of the Tekkes have returned to their settlements, a deputation 
from Alarv, with Baba-Khan at its head, has arrived at Askhabad, and the whole 
country is quiet. 

In view of such brilliant results of the expedition, I must mention mj 
feelings of boundless respect and deep thankfulness to our worthy representa- 
tive at Teheran, Actual State-Councillor Ivan Alexieviteh Zin6\deff» To his 
advice and eo-operation we are in a very great degree indebted for the success 
of the expedition. 

From the first day of my taking over command of the forces in Trans- 
Caspia, Ivan Alexieviteh directed and sup>ported me by his energetic repre- 
sentations at Teheran. Without this, I possibly should not have decided 
upon many things, which might have changed the whole course of military 
operations. The decision of the Ambassador to carry out the collection of 
supplies in Persia enabled us, after the fall of Gok-Tapa, to firmly establish 
ourselves in the oasis. 

I have several times mentioned the services of Ambassador Zinovielf to 
His Imperial Highness the Commander-in-Chie£ of the Army of the Caucasus. 
I now consider it my duty, as his immediate superior, to report, to your Ex- 
cellency how much I was indebted to Ivan Alexieviteh in the diflicult under- 
taking entrusted to me by His Majesty the late Emperor. 


No. 87. 

St. Feiershurg^ 9th (21st) December^ 1881. 


} 


M. SKOBELEFF. 


END OP VOX,. IV. 
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